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TO  THE  READER. 


Three  years  are  now  elapfed  fince  the  firfl:  volume 
of  Letters  written  by  a  Spy  at  Paris  was  publiftied 
in  Englifh ;  and  it  was  expedted  that  a  fecond  fhould 
have  come  out  long  before  this.  The  favourable  re¬ 
ception  which  that  found  amongft  all  forts  of  read¬ 
ers  would  have  encouraged  a  fpefedy  tranflation  of 
the  reft,  had  there  been  extant  any  French  edition 
of  more  than  the  firft  part ;  but  after  the  ftridteft 
inquiry  none  could  be  heard  of ;  and  as  for  the  Ita- 
>  lian,  our  bookfellers  have  not  that  correfpondence  in 
thofe  parts  as  they  have  in  the  more  neighbouring 
countries  of  France  and  Holland ;  fo  that  it  was  a 
work  defpalred  of  to  recover  any  more  of  this  Ara¬ 
bian’s  memoirs.  We  little  dreamed  that  the  Floren¬ 
tines  had  been  fo  bufy  in  printing,  and  fo  fuccefsful 
in  felling  the  continued  tranflation  of  thefe  Arabian 
epiftles,  till  it  was  the  fortune  of  an  Englifh  gentle¬ 
man  to  travel  in  thofe  parts  laft  furamer,  and  difco- 
ver  the  happy  news.  I  will  not  foreftall  his  letter, 
which  is  annexed  to  this  preface,  for  the  fatisfaiftion 
of  the  world,  but  only  acquaint  you,  that  upon  the 
receipt  of  it,  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  diredbed 
was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  that  he  made 
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it  hi3  immediate  bufinefs  to  and  out  the-  Engliili 
tranflator  of  the  firfl  volume,  as  judging  him  to  be 
the  fitteft  perfon  ;  which  being  done,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  gave  an  account  of  his  proceedings  to  Mr.  Salt- 
marfn,  at  Amfterdam,  who  fent  him  over  two  tomes 
of  the  Turkifli  Spy  in  Italian,  with  promife  of  the 
reft  when  thefe  were  made  En<jiifh. 

O 

One  of  thefe  I  here  prefent  you  with,  and  the  o- 
thcr  will  ere  long  be  ready  for  the  prefs. 

I  need  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  original  Arabic, 
or  of  the  author,  the  place  of  his  abode,  and  how  his 
writings  came  to  light ;  fufficient  has  been  fpoken  on 
that  fubje£l;  in  the  preface  to  the  firft  part.  I  fliall 
only  add,  that  if  his  ftyle  may  feem  in  this  part  to 
vary  fometimes  from  the  firft  volume,  it  muft  be 
attributed  to  the  difference  of  the  languages  from 
whence  they  are  tranflated,  it  being  impoffible  to 
obferve  an  equal  idiom  in  following  two  fuch  dif¬ 
ferent  languages  as  French  and  Italian  ;  the  one 
dancing  in  foft  meafures,  delicate  cadences,  and 
finooth  periods  *,  the  other  advancing  in  lofty  drains, 
keeping  a  Roman  pace,  full  of  mafculine  and  fen- 
tentious  gravity. 

Neither  can  the  Arabian  himfelf  be  fuppofed  al¬ 
ways  in  the  fame  temper,  or  that  his  ftyle  fliould  be 
all  of  a  piece.  In  fome  places,  where  he  treats  cf 
fieges  and  battles,  he  feems  to  foot  the  Pyrrhic  mea¬ 
fures  in  profe  ;  there  breathes  a  certain  martial  ar¬ 
dour  in  his  words.  In  other  places,  on  the  fame 
fubjeft,  he  goes  on  like  an  impartial  hiftorian,  bare¬ 
ly  relating  matter  of  fadl,  without  any  flowers  or 
glofles.  He  feems  not  to  trifle  with  phiiofophy  oi 
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religion,  but  handles  the  one  in  the  peculiar  dialect 
of  the  Eaft,  and  treats  of  the  other  in  the  caftigate 
language  of  the  Weftern  fchools,  to  fhow  he  had 
been  converfant  in  the  academies,  as  he  himfelf 
profefles.  Letter  XX.  Book  I.  Vol.  I.  In  a  word, 
throughout  all  his  letters,  there  is  a  qua’intnefs  of 
expreffion  peculiar  to  the  Arabians  j  and  however  he 
may  vary  iu  his  ftyle,  yet  his  fenfe  retains  the  fame 
edge  y  he  is  lively  to  the  very  laft  :  Nay,  as  far  as  I 
can  perceive,  both  his  language,  fenfe,  and  judg¬ 
ment,  grow  more  corredf  as  he  advances  in,  years  ; 
and  you  will  find  fome  dilFerence  between  his  letters 
of  1637  and  1660. 

Expeff  the  whole  feries  of  them  as  fall  as  they 
can  conveniently  be  publifhed,  the  third  volume  be¬ 
ing  almoft  ready  for  the  prefs  ;  in  which  the  reader 
will  find  the  flrangeft  revolutions  and  moft  amazing 
accidents  that  ever  happened  in  the  world  fince  the 
creation,  with  many  French  intrigues  and  court  po¬ 
licies,  which  would  never  have  come  to  light  had  it 
not  been  for  this  fubtle  Arabian.  Farewell. 
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being  a  careful  colleftor,  or  rather  an  engrofler,  of 
all  remarkable  books.  He  gave  me  familiar  accefs 
to  bis  library,  which,  according  to  the  beft  compu¬ 
tation  I  could  make,  confifted  of  no  lefs  than  fix 
thoufand  choice  treatifes.  You  know  my  inclina¬ 
tion,  and  will  eafily  believe  that  I  took  no  fmall  de¬ 
light  in  the  liberty  I  hack,  not  only  to  furvey,  but  al- 
fo  to  make  ufe  of  this  tieafure,  fo  long  as  I  ftaid  in 
Ferrara.  I  was  there  daily,  and  thought  that  time 
mifpent  which  my  other  obligations  took  from  my 
ftudy.  Among  other  books,  I  chanced  to  open  the 
Italian  tranfiation  of  the  TnrkKh  Spy,  which  was  fo 
celebrated  all  over  Europe,  and  which  I  had  read 
both  in  French  and  Englifh.  L  had  the  curiofity  to 
perufe  it  over,  and  found  it  exadily  to  agree  with 
thofe  tranflations  I  had  feen,  which  made  me  aflc 
this  gentleman,  whether  there  were  no  more  vo¬ 
lumes  of  it  printed  ?  He  prefently  fhowed  me  fix 
more,  and  told  me  the  eighth  was  in  the  prefs. 
Overjoyed  at  this  news,  I  afked  him  where  I  might 
furnifh  myfelf  with  thofe  feveii  volumes  already 
printed  ?  He  affured  me  the  firft  impreffions  were 
all  fold  off,  but  that  they  would  be  reprinted  again. 
I  exprefled  fome  forrow  and  concern  that  I  could  not 
procure  thofe  books,  when,  with  an  unparalleled  ge- 
nerofity,  he  frankly  bellowed  thofe  feven  volumes 
upon  me.  It  is  true,  at  our  firft  acquaintance,  I  had 
obliged  him  with  a  prefent,  on  which  I  believe  he 
fet  a  greater  price  than  on  thefe  books,  it  being  a 
watch  of  moft  curious  workmanfliip,  made  by  one 
of  the  greateft  artifts  In  Italy  ;  however,  I  fancied 
my  gift  returned  fevenfold  in  thefe  books.  I  brought 
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them,  along  with  me  through  Germany  into  Holland, 
where  I  kept  them  as  a  facred  treafure,  being  defir- 
ous,  if  poffible,  that  the  fix  volumes  which  are  not 
yet  tranflated  out  of  Italian  might  firft  fpeak  my  na¬ 
tive  tongue,  that  fo  we  may  not  always  be  obliged 
to  the  French  for  the  moft  acceptable  products  of 
the  prefs.  Knowing  therefore  the  fingular  delight 
you  take  in  enterprifes  of  this- nature,  and  how  much 
it  may  lie  in  your  way  to  procure  a  trandation  of 
thefe  volumes,  by  reafon  of  your  great  acquaintance 
with  learned  and  ingenious  men,  I  offer  you  the  re- 
fufal  of  this  undertaking,  both  for  the  friendlhip  that 
is  between  us,  and  becaufe  I  know  none  fo  fit  to 
manage  this  defign  as  yourfelf.  I  will  willingly  ven¬ 
ture  a  fhare  in  the  coft,  but  I  would  have  no  more 
than  a  third  perfon  concerned  in  it.  If  you  accept 
of  this  propofal,  I  will  fend  you  the  Italian  volumes, 
and  leave  the  fuccefs  to  your  condudl.  I  can  affure 
you  that  none  but  the  firft  part  is  as  yet  tranflated 
into  French,  or  any  other  language,  except  the  Ita¬ 
lian,  and  the  following  tomes  are  not  to  be  had  for 
money ;  therefore  we  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  o 
bliging  the  nation  with  a  work  fo  long  expedled,  and 
fo  much  defired  by  all  that  have  feen  the  find  vo¬ 
lume.  My  occafions  require  me  to  fpend  this  win¬ 
ter  at  Amfterdam,  but  I  hope  in  the  fpring  to  fee 
you  at  London.  In  the  interim^  am, 

Sir, 

Your,  &c. 

DANIEL  SALTMARSH. 

Amsterdam,? 

Sejit.  9. 1690.  5  , 
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BOOK  I. 

LETTER  L— Ma  HMUT  the  Arabian,  Faithful  Slave  of 
Sultan  Ibrahim,  To  Bekir  BassA,  his  Highnefs''s  Chief 
Treafurer  at  Confantinvpie. 

I  KNOW  not  whether  it  be  a  vice  or  a  virtue  to  be  fear¬ 
ful  in  my  circumftances.  I  am  no  ftoic,  nor  can  I  pre« 
tend  an  exemption  from  the  common  paffions  of  men. 
However,  it  is  not  for  myfelf  I  am  folicitous,  but  I 
confult  the  good  of  my  commiflion.  There  is  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  caution  and  fear ;  and  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger  is  not  to  be  termed  pufillanimity. 

I  have  written  fix  letters  to  Carcoa  at  Vienna,  but 
have  received  no  anfwer  thefe  four  moons.  This  negledl 
puts  me  upon  thinking  ;  and  I  am  puzzled  to  find  out 
an  excufe  for  him.  I  would  fain  continue  my  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  his  honefty,  without  forfeiting  my  fenfes ;  for, 
although  I  am  not  naturally  fufpicious,  yet  experience 
has  taught  me  to  number  jealoufy  among  the  cardinal 
virtues. 

Not  to  amufe  thee,  I  am  afraid  of  treachery.  Carcoa 
knows  the  fecret  of  my  commiflion,  and  it  lies  in  his  power 
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to  do  much  mifchief.  Yet  I  may  wrong  the  man  ; 
perhaps  he  is  dead :  and  there  are  no  polls  that  bring 
news  from  the  grave.  If  he  be  in  the  region  of  filence, 
and  expired  in  his  integrity,  the  two  black  angels  fhall 
have  no  power  to  hurt  him.  But  I  wonder  I  fliould  have 
no  intelligence  of  his  -death,  neither  from  the  minifters  of 
the  Porte,  nor  from  Eliachim  the  Jew.  I  tell  thee,  I  am 
uneafy.till  I  know  the  truth. 

When  I  fit  in  my  chamber,  and  hear  any  difcourfing  in 
the  houfe,  I  imagine  it  is  about  me  ;  when  I  go  along 
the  ftreets,  if  any  man  fallens  his  eyes  on  me,  he  arrells 
me  with  fear  and  apprehenfion.  It  is  true,  I  am  willing  to 
undergo  the  worft  they  can  infiidl ;  but  it  would  extreme¬ 
ly  enhance  the  forrows  of  death,  to  fee  the  fecrets  of  the 
Sublime  Porte  become  the  fcorn  and  derifion  of  infidels. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  have  removed  myfelf  about  a  league 
from  Paris,  pretending  it  is  for  my  health,  trulling  the 
conveyance  of  my  letters,  and  other  biifinefs,  to  Elia- 
chim,  who,  for  ought  I  know,  may  prove  a  reed  of 
Eg>'pt. 

I  defire  thee,  nay,  I  conjure  thee,  to  fend  afpeedy  fup- 
ply  of  money,  without  which  it  is  impoflible  for  poor  Mali, 
mut,  the  vilell  Have  of  the  great  and  invincible  Ibrahim,  to 
perform  what  is  expedled  of  him. 

The  great  God  reward  thy  fidelity  with  unfading  trea- 
fures. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  t6^^Z, 

According  to  the  Chriflian  Style. 


II. — To  the  Ac  A  of  the  Janiiearies. 

The  god  of  war  feems  to  efpoufe  the  quarrel  of  the 
Swedes ;  and  all  the  planets  contribute  to  their  profpe- 
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rity  ;  even  Venus  herfelf  has  for  a  while  laid  afide  all  her 
ufual  foftnels,  appearing  now  in  the  field  armed  cap-a-pee, 
with  a  train  of  Swedilh  Amazons  at  her  heels. 

Thou  wilt  think  I  romance  in  telling  thee  this,  and 
only  temporize  with  thy  genius,  having  often  heard  thee 
paflionately  admire  the  valiant  a£ts  of  Semiramls,  and  o- 
ther  Eaftern  viragos :  But  affure  thyfelf,  that  the  Swedes, 
after  fome  late  battles,  when  they  went  to  bury  their 
dead,  ftripping  them  of  their  clothes,  found  feveral  of  the 
fair  fex  under  the  difguife  of  men,  among  which  there 
were  fome  of  quality. 

It  is  fald,  that  one  of  thcfc  was  feen  to  engage  Duke 
Albert  himfelf,  with  a  matchlefs  bravery  and  courage  ; 
the  duke  being  twice  unhorfed  by  her,  and  as  often  re* 
mounted  by  his  vigilant  fquires. 

Thofe  that  pretend  to  know  more  than  the  common 
fort,  fay,  that  revenge  was  the  motive  which  brought  this 
lady  into  the  field,  having  received  a  grofs  affront  from 
Duke  Albert  in  the  German  court.  However,  the  duke 
died  of  the  wounds  he  received  of  this  Bellona,  and  fhc 
furvived  not  to  triumph  over  her  dead  enemy. 

After  this,  the  Swedes,  under  the  command  of  General 
Torftenfon,  marched  into  Silefia,  took  Glowgow  by  ftorm 
the  1 2th  of  the  5th  moon,  and  Sucinlez  on  the  7th  of  the 
6th  moon. 

And,  as  if  nothing  were  able  to  difcoiirage  or  baffle 
the  indefatigable  mind  of  this  great  general,  he  invefted 
the  ftrong  town  of  Olmitz  in  Moravia,  and  took  it  after 
fourteen  days  fiege.  The  pofts  are  arrived  this  morning 
with  this  news. 

Be  ftrong  and  of  good  courage,  and  God  fhall  give 
thee  vi(ftory  in  battle,  when  thou  fighteft  againft  the  in¬ 
fidels.  Abftain  from  wine,  and  from  oppreffion.  And 
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receive  this  advice,  as  a  teftimony  of  my  efteem  and 
•friendihip. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  7  th  M'  on,  of  the  Year  1642. 


III. — To  Ibrahim  Chanregil,  Chief  Bofangi,  or 
Gardener  to  the  Sultan. 

T Hou  that  art  daily  converfant  wdth  the  eldeft  produfts 
of  the  earth,  and  canft  call  the  whole  vegetable  family  by 
their  proper  names,  tell  me  whether  there  be  fuch  a  plant, 
as,  by  its  baneful  influence,  blafls  all  that  grows  within 
ten  cubits  of  its  root.  I  would  not  put  fuch  a  queftion 
to  thee,  had  I  not  lately  feen  fomething  in  the  garden  of 
a  certain  nobleman  near  Paris,  which  makes  me  think  it  is 
true.  They  call  it  here,  The  ill  neighbour  ;  becaufe  it 
preys,  they  fay,  on  all  the  herbage  that  is  near  it,  riling 
and  flourifiling  bv  their  fall.  Indeed,  at  the  time  I  faw 
it,  there  was  a  withered  circle  round  it  ;  whilfl:  this  de¬ 
vouring  fprout  looked  .gjry  and  full,  augmented  by  the 
fpoils  of  neighbouring  grafs — a  proper  emblem  of  oppref- 
fion.  I  wifn  it  were  growing  in  the  gardens  of  all  cruel 
tyrants,  that  in  this  natural  glafs  they  might  behold  their 
voracious  fpirits. 

I  will  not  thus  call  in  queftion  thy  knowledge  of  an 
herb  which  Ihuns  all  human  touch.  Here  is  one  in  the 
fame  garden,  which  the  nobleman  boafts  was  by  thy 
hands  cropped  from  the  Sultan’s  gardens,  and  being  fet 
in  a  pot  of  earth,  prefented  to  him.  Thou  didft  not  well 
confult  thy  fafety,  in  fuch  a  grand  prefumption,  nor  yet 
the  honour  of  thy  fovercign  mafter,  who  (Ihould  it  ever 
reach  his  ears)  w'ould  foon  tranfplant  thee  from  the  garden 
bf  the  feraglio  to  the  Elyfian  fields. 

Thou  oughteft;  to  receive  this  reprimand  with  higheft 
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gratitude,  fince  if  will  not  fliut  thee  out  of  thofe  pleafant. 
walks  and  groves  within  the  high  imperial  walls.  Ufe  more 
prudence  another  time  ;  and  fcorn  fuch  eafy  condefcen* 
fions  to  infidels.  Say,  that  I  am  thy  friend  in  this  ad¬ 
vice  ;  and,  in  recompenfe,  I  only  defire  this  good  office 
of  thee,  to  watch  the  motions  of  my  enemies.  There  are 
no  lefs  than  three  great  officers  of  the  feraglio,  hammer¬ 
ing  out  my  ruin.  Thou  knoweft .  who  I  mean.  Keep 
thy  integrity.  The  fly  infinuating  words  of  Shafliira 
Iftham,  the  black  eunuch,  fpoken  not  long  ago  in  my 
difgrace  to  the  principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  quickly  echoed 
to  my  chamber  in  Paris,  Be  filent  and  wife. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  7  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642.. 


IV. — To  Muzlu  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  at  Corflantlnople, 

I F  it  were  lawful  for  me  to  take  the  oath  of  our  Holy 
Prophet,  I  would  fwear  by  the  hour  of  the  evening,  that 
thy  news  is  welcome. 

I  had  fcarce  finilhed  our  appointed  devotions  after  fun- 
fet,  when  the  port  brought  me  thy  difpatch,  which  informs 
me  that  Carcoa  at  Vienna  is  dead. 

I  rejoice  not  at  the  death  of  an  honeft  flave  to  Ibra¬ 
him  :  Let  flowers  fpring  from  the  dull  of  his  grave.  Nci- 
ther  can  I  mourn  for  a  man,  that  may  be  gone  to  new 
and  richer  polTeffions  ;  yet  I  am  pleafed  that  he  quitted 
the  old  fairly,  and  has  left  behind  him  an  odour  of  virtue. 
A  man  in  his  poll  is  attacked  with  ftrong  temptations  ; 
and  he  that  refills  to  the  end,  merits  a  wreath  gathered 
from  the  tree  of  life. 

Thou  mayeft  think,  it  is  with  more  eafe  I  receive  the 
news  of  Carcoa’s  death,  than  of  his  infidelity  ;  nor  that 
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I  value  the  rack,  or  any  other  tortures  with  which  the 
policy  of  Hate  ufes  to  draw  confeffions  of  capital  crimes. 
But  I  wotild  not  have  the  grand  affairs  of  the  Ottoman 
Porte  come  within  the  verge  of  a  fcrutiny. 

This  news  is  the  beft  cure  for  the  illnefs  I  pretended, 
when  I  exchanged  Paris  for  the  country  air,  ten  days 
ago  ;  whereof  Bekir  Baffa  has  received  an  account. 

I  am  now  returned  to  my  old  lodging,  and  am  con¬ 
gratulated  for  my  fpeedy  recovery,  by  them  that  knew 
not  my  true  diftemper. 

Thou  informed  me,  that,  by  the  order  of  the  Divan, 
one  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  is  appointed  fucceffor  of 
Carcoa  ;  I  wifh  he  may  acquit  himfelf  as  well. 

The  five  hundred  zeehins  thou  haft  ordered  me  by  him, 
will  be  very  welcome  to  a  man,  who  has  been  forced  to 
retrench  many  charges,  that  he  might  the  better  ferve  the 
Grand  Signior. 

The  King  of  Spain  may  wifh,  that  he  could  conclude  a 
peace  on  as  eafy  terms  with  the  French  King,  as  the  So¬ 
phy  of  Perfia  has  with  the  Sultan  Ibrahim. 

None  but  God  and  his  Prophet  know  the  zeal  with 
which  I  ferve  the  Sublime  Porte. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  7  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1^42. 


V. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  SHALL  now  acquaint  thee  with  the  death  of  the 
Queen-Mother  and  Dowager  of  France,  who  fell  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  ambition  of  the  Cardinal  of  Richlleu,  as 
thofe  of  her  party  do  commonly  fuggeft.  For  being 
highly  difgufted  at  his  counfels  and  intrigues,  efpecially 
his  playing  the  incendiary,  and  inflaming  thofe  of  the 
blood-royal  one  agalnft  another,  fhe  departed  from  France, 
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and,  by  a  kind  of  voluntary  banilhnaent,  expofed  herfelf 
to  fo  many  inconveniences,  hardihips,  and  rigours  of  for¬ 
tune,  as  feemed  to  haflen  her  end  ;  her  great  fpirit 
ehoofing  rather  to  break  than  bow  to  the  turbulent  car¬ 
dinal. 

She  fojourned  in  Flanders,  Flolland,  England,  and  the 
Empire  ;  her  travels  being  checquered  all  along  with  a 
mixture  of  good  and  evil :  Here  meeting  with  refpedl:, 
there  with  indifference  and  coldnefs,  if  not  contempt.  In 
fome  places,  her  misfortunes  were  pitied,  and  the  cardinal 
blamed  for  perfecuting  fo  great  and  good  a  queen  ;  In 
others,  the  cardinal  was  juftified,  and  her  conduA  cen- 
fured  and  condemned;  and  fhe  accufed  herfelf  for  railing 
him  to  the  power  of  doing  her  thofe  injuries.  At  length, 
tired  out  with  the  fatigues  of  ftate,  and  grown  fick  of  the 
world,  fhe  betook  herfelf  to  a  monaftery  in  Cologne, 
where,  after  fhe  had  fpent  fome  time  in  religious  prepa¬ 
rations  for  another  world,  fhe  expired  the  3d  of  this  in- 
ftant  moon. 

It  was  placed  among  the  remarkables  by  fome,  that 
the  fame  day  fhe  died,  the  Cardinal  of  Rlchlieu  fell  fick  ; 
which  ficknefs  yet  continues  upon  him  :  But,  whether  to 
appeafe  the  ghoft  of  his  deceafed  miflrefs,  whom  he  had 
fo  unjuflly  perfecuted,  or  to  mollify  the  refentments  of 
the  people,  is  uncertain.  Yet,  notw’lthflanding  his  danger¬ 
ous  illnefs,  he  every  day  ventures  to  the  temple,  and  per¬ 
forms  the  myfteries  of  their  law  for  her  foul.  The  whole 
court  and  city  are  in  mourning  for  this  great  queen,  and 
general  murmurlngs  and^complaints  are  ralfed  agalnfl  the 
cardinal  on  this  occafion,  efpecially  among  the  common 
people,  who  are  fo  far  from  entertaining  a  better  opinion 
of  him  for  his  daily  appearance  at  the  altar  on  behalf 
of  the  queen’s  foul,  that  they  efleem  it  but  an  officious 
hypocrify,  a  medley  of  prieftcraft  and  ftate  artifice. 
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Here  is  a  report  about  the  city,  that  the  queen’s  ghoft 
appeared  to  the  cardinal,  as  foon  as  Ihe  was  dead,  feverely 
reproaching  him  with  his  ambition  and  ingratitude,  and 
telling  him,  that  though  he  was  laying  the  foundation  of 
an  immortal  projedl,  yet  he  fliould  never  live  to  fee  it 
thrive  ;  but  warned  him  to  prepare  for  judgment,  for 
that  he  Ihould  not  fee  another  year  in  mortal  Hate  ;  upon 
which,  they  fay,  he  immediately  fickened  :  and  here  are 
prophecies  privately  fcattered  about,  foretelling  his  death 
in  a  (hort  time.  This  is  certain,  he  labours  under  an  un¬ 
accountable  dlfteroper,  his  body  fcrangely  wafting,  as  if 
it  would  evaporate  itfelf  into  air  ;  for  he  feems  to  be  in  a 
manner  dried  up. 

,  My  duty  and  devoir  to  thee,  fage  minifter,  would  not 
let  me  be  at  reft,  till  I  had  prevented  the  pofts,  by  giving 
thee  a  more  timely  account  of  thefe  occurrences,  by  a 
merchant  for  whom  his  velTel  waits  at  Marfeilles.  To¬ 
morrow  he  takes  his  leave  of  Paris,  and,  once  aboard,  he 
makes  dlreftly  for  Conftantinople,  whither  he  w'ill  bring 
the  firft  news  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  greateft  queens 
upon  earth,  in  whofe  royal  veins  ran  the  blood  of  the 
Emperors  Ferdinand  and  Charles  V.  She  was  married 
to  Henry  the  Great ;  and,  befides  her  fon  now  reigning 
in  France,  ftie  matched  her  daughters  to  the  two  potent 
monarchs  of  England  and  Spain. 

The  moft  High  and  Omnipotent,  foie  Monarch  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  reward  thy  fervices  and  fidelity  to  our  In¬ 
vincible  Sultan,  with  the  fupreme  joys  of  paradife. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  th^Ycar  164a. 
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VI. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti,  Sovereign  of  the  True  and 
UndefJed  Faith, 

Permit  me  to  enter  into  thy  prefence,  and  withdraw 
thy  ravifhed  eyes  a  while  from  the  contemplation  of  fuh* 
limeft,  objedfs,  to  call  them  on  a  fpedlacle  of  mortality. 
It  is  the  great  and  renowned  Mary  de  Medicis,  Queen* 
mother  oi  France,  who  lies  now  dead  at  Cologne. 

I  will  not  troijble  thee  with  impertinencies ;  but  be- 
eaufe  I  know  that  various  reports  will  reach  thy  ears 
concerning  the  Cardinal  of  Richlieu  his  being  inftrument* 
al  to  her  death,  by  driving  her  to  fuch  a  height  of  indig* 
nation,  as  was  the  caufe  of  her  voluntary  exile  and  wan¬ 
dering  from  France,  and  from  one-  country  to  another  ; 
I  will  here  infert  a  letter  from  the  faid  cardinal  to  her 
majelty,  wherein  he  vindicates  himfelf,  and  dilcovers,  if 
not  his  integrity,  yet  the  heft  counterfeit  of  that  virtue 
that  I  have  feen  anywhere  penned.  It  was  written  to 
her  when  fhe  was  .in  Holland,  and  runs  thus: 

“  Madam, 

“  I  cannot  but  efteerr.  it  the  greateft  infelicity  that  ever 
befel  me,  that  my  enemies  have  prevailed  fo  far  as  to 
draw  upon  me  your  majeky’s  difpleal'uie.  That  they 
have,  by  all  the  arts  of  malice,  fakencd  the  public  odium 
on  me,  is  a  great  unhappiuefs  j  but  this  is  the  mailer- 
piece  of  their  enmity,  to  render  me  fufpedlcd  by  you. 
I  could  pardon  their  Irequent  attempts  upon  my  life  by 
private  confpiracies  and  aifaHinadons,  though  human  na¬ 
ture  recoils  at  thofe  who  are  our  murderers ;  but  to  de¬ 
prive  me  of  that,  without  which  life  itfelf  is  a  burden  to 
me,  I  mean  your  royal  favour,  tranfports  me  beyond  my* 
felf ;  and  I  beg  that  it  may  pals  foi  an  extufe  of  thls-pre- 
fuinption.  I  could  ealily  have  palled  over  in  filence  .aU 
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their  barbarous  plots  againft  me  !  I  could  eafily  have  part¬ 
ed  with  my  life,  and  all  thofe  honours  and  dignities  with 
which  it  has  been  bleffed  ;  but  to  rob  me  of  your  elleem, 
which  firft  raifed  me  to  this  envied  greatnefs,  and  which 
I  value  more  than  all  the  grandeurs  of  the  earth,  breaks 
the  bars  which  awed  my  tongue  and  pen,  and  makes  me 
bold  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  royal  feet,  and  all  that  I 
have  ;  for  I  received  all  from  your  princely  hands.  Deal 
as  you  pleafe.  Madam,  with  your  own  creature,  I  cannot 
murmur  at  your  proceedings  :  But,  Madam,  let  your  na¬ 
tive  piety  prompt  you  to  favour  the  purple  of  the  church, 
%vlth  which  your  bounty  has  invelled  me  ;  let  it  not  lofe 
its  proper  luftre  and  efteem,  becaufe  the  enemies  of  the 
church  and  ftate  have  call  fuch  dirt  upon  it.  Is  it  pof- 
fible  that  a  man,  the  moft  obliged  of  all  his  race,  fhould 
become  the  only  pattern  of  the  bafeft  ingratitude  ?  Be- 
fides  the  ties  of  confclence,  and  the  natural  force  of  in¬ 
clination,  my  Intereft  chains  me  to  your  fervice  ;  How  can 
I  then  withdraw  myfelf  from  it,  and  not  proclaim  myfelf 
at  once  a  traitor  to  the  beft  of  queens,  and  the  moft  un¬ 
accountable  of  fools  to  myfelf  ? 

“  This  confidcratlon.  Madam,  being  well  weighed,  is 
enough  to  acquit  me  of  all  guiltlnefs  before  your  majefty, 

“  But  if  it  be  my  deftiny  to  be  condemned  unheard,  I 
fhall  not  appeal  from  your  royal  fentence,  fince  I  owe  a 
perfedt  rcftgnation  to  your  will.  I  may  complain  to  Hea¬ 
ven  of  my  misfortune,  but  I  will  not  expoftulate  with  my 
fovereign  patronefs,  nor  make  the  leaft  oppofition  againft 
the  courfe  of  your  anger,  not  even  by  carrying  my  for¬ 
tune  to  Borne  ;  for  wherefoever  I  go,  all  my  ftudy  fhall' 
be  to  recover  your  majefty’s  favour,  if  it  be  not  a  crime  ; 
and  if  ever  I  obtain  that  happinefs,  I  fnall  not  care  whi¬ 
ther  I  go,  though  it  be  out  of  the  world  itfelf ;  becaufe 
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I  die  hourly,  while  your  majefty  fufpefts  that  I  am  not 
what  I  ever  was,  and  ftill  continue  to  be. 

Madam, 

Your  majefty ’s 

Moft  humble,  moft  faithful, 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Armand,  Card,  of  Rich.” 

I  fend  thee  this  tranicrlpt  of  the  cardinal’s  apology, 
that  thou,  comparing  it  with  what  befel  afterwards,  may- 
eft  give  a  judgment  whether  this  great  minifter  deferred 
the  cenfures  that  were  pafted  upon  him  ;  for  he  falling 
fick  the  fame  day  the  queen-mother  died,  people  faid  it 
was  a  judgment  on  him,  and  that  her  ghoft  appeared  to 
him,  as  thou  wilt  more  at  large  inform  thyfelf  by  the  let¬ 
ters  I  fent  to  the  kaimacham.  But  others  are  of  opinion, 
that  bis  prefent  illnefs  proceeds  from  grief  of  mind  for 
the  queen’s  death,  efpecially  in  that  Ihe  died  before  he 
was  reconciled  to  her  majefty  ;  and  they  plead  in  defence 
of  his  innocence,  his  daily  zeal  in  faying  mafs  for  her  de¬ 
parted  foul,  and  that  at  a  time  when  he  has  more  need 
to  keep  his  bed  than  go  to  church.  This  I  have  heard 
dlfcourfed,  even  by  fome  who  bore  no  good  will  to  the 
cardinal,  yet  now  begin  to  relent  towards  him,  feeing  the 
very  lineaments  of  forrow  in  his  drooping  looks,  and  tra¬ 
cing  the  footfteps  of  a  profound  grief  in  his  macerated 
body.  Hence  they  take  meafures  of  his  real  innocence 
and  fidelity  tow'ards  that  great  queen.  I  will  not  inter- 
pofe  my  particular  opinion  on  either  fide,  but  ftand  neu¬ 
ter  among  thefe  conteftlng  infidels,  though  my  inclina¬ 
tion  and  regard  would  rather  fway  me  to  the  cardinal’s 
fide.  But  I  leave  the  determination  of  this  matter  to 
thee,  who  art  the  oracle  of  wifdom,  from  whofe  fentence 
there  can  be  no  appeal. 
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In  the  mean  while,  the  body  of  the  deceafed  queen 
lies,  as  I  have  faid,  at  Cologne,  where  fhe  fpent  her  laft 
days  in  a  religious  convent ;  a  pradtice  not  fo  common 
now-a-days  as  it  has  been  formerly  among  crowned  heads  ; 
and  thofe  who  thus  defcended  voluntarily  from  the  height 
of  human  glory  to  the  aufterities  of  a  devout  life,  have 
commonly  been  canonized  for  faints.  Nor  do  the  crea- 
tures  of  this  queen  fpare  to  whifpcr  about  that  fuch  an 
honour  were  but  a  condign  reward  to  her  extraordinary 
merits,  being  already  canonized  in  the  efteem  of  the  bi- 
gotted  vulgar,  w'hile  her  body  is  yet  above  ground. 

The  royal  carcafe  will  be  brought  and  interred  in  the 
temple  of  St.  Dennis,  about  three  leagues  from  this  city. 
This  is  efteemed  the  richeft  church  in  France,  being  a  re- 
pofitory  of  ineftimable  jewels,  gold  and  lilvcr,  belonging 
to  the  relics  of  their  faints.  Here  alfo  Is  generally  lodg¬ 
ed  the  dull  of  all  the  royal  blood  of  France.  The  faint 
to  whom  this  church  is  dedicated  is  efteemed  the  patron 
of  this  kingdom  ;  for,  according  to  their  doclrine,  the 
faints  have  the  patronage  of  certain  kingdoms,  provinces 
2nd  cities,  committed  to  them  by  God,  and  therefore 
they  addrefs  themfelves  to  them  and  to  the  guardian  an¬ 
gels  both  In  pub  ic  and  private.  Every  one  alfo  has  his 
peculiar  patron- faint  and  guardian  angel  affigned  him  at 
his  own  choice. 

But  If  thefe  Chrlftian  faints  are  fet  over  fuch  places 
and  people  as  they  favoured  particularly  in  their  lifetime, 
then  one  would  think,  v.'hen  this  great  queen  is  canoniz¬ 
ed  and  inflated  in  her  faintly  government,  the  Hugonots 
here  may  claim  her  patronage,  in  that  fhe  fhowed  much 
hindnefs  and  friendfhip  to  them  while  fhe  was  alive. 

Pardon,  great  oracle  of  truth,  the  length  of  this  epif- 
tle ;  and  excufe  my  prefumption  in  defcanting  on  matters 
of  religion,  which  belong  to  thee  to  determine.  I  klfs 
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the  hem  of  thy  facred  vefl  in  profound  humility.  Vouch- 
fafe  to  pray  for  thy  faithful  Have  Mahmut. 

Paris,  aoth  of  the  yth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


VII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Jt  is  now  pall  midnight,  and  being  called  out  of  my 
bed  by  the  people  of  the  houfe  where  I  lodge,  I  knew 
not  how  to  bellow  my  time  better  than  in  giving  thee  am 
account  of  this  occurrence. 

Here  is  now  fo  violent  a  temped  of  thunder,  lightening 
and  rain,  that  the  whole  hemifphere  feems  to  be  on  fire  ; 
and  the  fuperditlous  are  overwhelmed  with  panic  fears, 
concluding  this  dorm  will  ulher  in  the  day  of  judgment. 
It  has  continued  thefe  two  hours,  and  they  tell  me,  that 
no  lefs  than  twenty  houfes  are  burnt  to  afhes  already.  I 
bad  fcai'ce  taken  my  pen  from  the  lad  w'ord,  when  a  flalh 
of  lightening  dyed  all  the  papers  and  books  on  the  table 
whereon  I  now  write  as  black  as  foot,  whereof  this  fcorch- 
ed  paper  may  be  a  tedimonial,  which  I  fend  enclofed*. 
Obferve  but  the  colour  and  fmell,  and  thou  wilt  fay,  it 
is  damped  with  the  mark  of  the  thunderer.  It  is  that, 
whereon  I  had  begun  to  write  to  thee  ;  but  this  thirdy 
I  fire  at  a  moment  licked  up  all  the  ink,  fo  that  the  im- 
preffion  is,  wholly  edaced. 

The  reafon  of  their  calling  me  out  of  my  bed  was  to 
go  to  prayers  with  them,  according  to  the  cudom  of 
thefe  infidels,  who  in  time  of  thunder  light  certain  con- 
fecrated  candles,  and  fall  on  their  knees  round  about 
them,  imagining,  that  whild  they  are  within  the  room 
where  thefe  candles  are,  the  thunder  cannot  hurt  them. 
I  excufed  myfelf  from  keeping  them  company,  by  telling 
them  I  had  a  hallowed  candle  in  my  chamber  .which  I . 
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would  light,  and  fay  my  prayers  there.  They  were  fa- 
tisiicd  with  this  anfwer ;  and  fprinkling  me  with  holy  wa¬ 
ter,  to  blefs  me  from  tire  danger  impending,  I  retired. 

There  is  a  private  ftaircafe  in  my  chamber,  which  leads 
to  a  terrace  on  the  top  of  the  houfe.  My  curiofity  car¬ 
ried  me  thither,  where  methought  I  beheld  Nature  in  her 
frolics  and  rants.  The  greateft  part  of  the  fley  was  clear 
and  ferene,  and  innumerable  ftars  appeared  ;  but  round 
the  brims  of  the  horizon  a  growing  bulk  of  clouds  en- 
compalfed  the  earth,  fpouting  forth  cataradls  of  fire  from 
oppofite  parts.  One  would  have  thought  they  were  im¬ 
pregnated  with  bombs  and  carcaffes,  and  that  lome  ar¬ 
mies  were  embattled  in  the  air. 

After  this,  as  if  thefe  had  been  the  heralds  of  the  lafl 
and  fierceft  combat,  the  .clouds  drew  up  into  a  point,  and 
mingling  with  each  other,  fhot  forth  fuch  fliowers  of  fire, 
as  made  the  world  look  like  a  furnace.  For  my  part,  I 
had  not  courage  enough  to  ftand  longer  in  the  open  air,, 
but  came  down  to  my  chamber,  and  failing  proftrate  on 
the  ground,  recommended  myfelf  to  the  “  great  Creator 
cf  all  things,  Lord  of  Nature,  and  fovereign  difpofer  of 
the  live»  of  men.” 

Neither  do  I  think  myfelf  fuperftitious  in  this,  any 
more  than  I  fhould  be  in  humbling  myfelf  in  the  dull  be¬ 
fore  the  terrible  Ibrahim,  when  he  is  out  of  temper. 

Methinks  Nature  feems  to  be  in  a  choleric  fit  when  it 
thunders ;  and  it  is  neither  good  manners  nor  policy  to 
draw  her  fury  on  our  heads  by  daring  carriage. 

Our  holy  law,  which  preferibes  prayer  to  us  at  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  fun  and  moon,  feems  to  Intimate, 
that  on  any  emergency  which  gives  us  a  peculiar  occa- 
fion  to  contemplate  an  Omnipotent  Power,  we  ought  to 
fall  down  and  adore  the  High  and  Eternal  One. 

I  am  almoft  deaf  with  the  bells  which  are  rung  in.  eve- 
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ry  church  of  this  city  on  this  account,  it  being  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Nazarenes,  that  this  noife  will  chafe  away  the 
tempeft,  with  all  the  evil  fpirits  that  Infeft  the  air ;  and 
this  opinion  is  grounded  on  the  ceremonies  which  ai'e  ufed 
at  the  confecration  of  their  bells ;  for  the  biihop,  or,  in 
his  abfence,  the  prieft,  hallows  them  with  a  kind  of  bap- 
tifm  and  a  form  of  prayer,  wherein,  among  other  peti¬ 
tions,  they  defire  of  God  to  endue  them  with  a  virtue  to 
refill  the  devils. 

I  am  no  friend  to  fuperftition,  neither  do  I  give  much 
credit  to  charms ;  yet  I  cannot  deny  but  the  ringing  fuch 
a  vaft  number  of  bells  mull  needs  caufe  a  violent  concuf- 
fion  of  the  air,  even  to  the  difperfing  of  the  clouds,  and 
producing  a  calm  ;  and  experience  allures  us,  that  this  is 
the  common  elfedl  of  a  battle,  which,  if  it  happen  in 
tempeftuous  weather,  yet  the  difeharge  of  many  thou- 
fand  great  and  fmall  Ihot  has  quieted  the  llorm,  and  hulh- 
ed  the  elements  into  a  very  ferene  condition. 

Though  this  noife  of  bells  be  very  troublefome  in  a 
time  when  people  Ihould  take  their  repofe,  yet  here  we 
are  ufed  to  it  in  a  lefs  degree  every  night  throughout  the 
year. 

For  the  Chrillians  law  requires  the  dervifes  to  rife  at 
midnight  to  fay  their  prayers  in  their  chapels ;  and  fome 
are  fo  devout  and  regular,  as  to  make  this  their  conllant 
cullom  ;  fo  that  as  foon  as  the  clocks  have  Uruck  twelve,, 
the  fmall  bells  in  fome  convents  begin  to  jangle..  About 
two  or  three  hours  afterwards,  other  religious  houfes  ring 
their  bells,,  and  fo  continue  at  certain  hours  day  and  night 
all  the  year  long. 

The  llorm  is  now  quite  blown  over,  the  clouds  difperf- 
ed,  and  all  things  hulh  and  quiet. 

He  that  brings  forth  light  out  of  darknefs,  and  con¬ 
verts  the  terrors  and  fadnefs  of  the  night  into  the  cheer- 
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ful  joys  of  a  fair  and  propitious  morning,  have  thee  in  his 
keeping,  and  perpetuate  cur  frieiidfiiip. 


Paris,  24th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1^42. 


VIII.— ro  the  fame. 

Ther  E  lives  a  dervife  in  this  city,  with  whom  I  often 
converfe  with  the  fame  freedom  as  I  do  v/ith  thee  ;  and 
it  is  no  fmall  alleviation  of  my  melancholy  to  vent  my 
thoughts  to  ore  of  an  agreeable  fpirit. 

He  is  a  religious  of  Mount  Carmel,  a  man  of  fingalar 
piety  and  virtue  ;  and  were  he  not  fo  zealous  a  patron  of- 
tlie  Chriftian  fuperftitions  and  idolatry,  I  fhould  eileena 
him  a  faint. 

I  have  often  attempted  to  wean  him  by  degrees  from 
the  errors  which  he  imbibed  with  his  mother’s  milk,  and 
which  fecm  to  be  rooted  in  him  through  the  influences  of 
his  education. 

Sometimes  I  plant  a  battery  of  arguments  againft  images 
and  piftures  ;  but  I  can  neither  beat  them  down  from  the 
polls  they  are  allotted  in  his  oratory,  nor  am  I  able  to 
demolilh  the  chapels  which  he  has  built  for  their  ideas  in 
his  own  breaft. 

/ 

Yet,  after  a  long  and  clofe  liege,  I  have  reduced  him 
to  terms  of  compolition.  In  the  firfl;  place,  he  has  fur- 
rendered  up  a  pidlure  which  hung  up  in  his  clofet,  in  form 
of  a  very  ancient  man  with  hoary  hairs,  defigned  by  the 
painter  to  reprefent  the  perfon  of  God.  He  yields,, 
that  it  is  not  lawful  to  make  any  refemblance  of  the  in- 
vifiblc  Divinity.  Next,  he  allows,  that  it  is  not  lawful 
to  bow,  or  Ihow  any  other  external  refpeft  to  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  images  of  Jefus,  Mary,  and  the  reft  of  the 
faints,  but  only  to  ufe  them  as  hiftorical  remcmbrancerf 
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of  thofe  holy  pcrfons,  and  as  natural  helps  and  fpurs  to 
devotion  and  virtue. 

I  tell  thee,  my  friend  Oglou,  on  thefc  capitulations  I 
could  not  but  raife  the  fiege,  and  yield  him  the  ufe  of 
piftures  thus  far  a  blamelefs  pradtice.  For,  it  feems  to 
me  unreafonable  to  debar  thofe  who  believe  the  hiftory  of 
the  gofpel,  the  privilege  to  read  it  in  wliat  language  they 
pleafe,  whether  this  of  images  and  pictures,  or  that  of 
letters. 

Letters  are  but  the  Images  of  fuch  and  fuch  articulate 
founds,  by  which  we  exprefs  our  inward  conception  of 
things  ;  but  images  and  pidures  are  the  lively  imme* 
diate  charadlers  of  the  things  themfelves  ;  and  it  feems  as 
eafy  to  me  to  look  on  a  pidlurc  or  image  without  the 
danger  of  idolatry,  as  it  is  to  read  a  chapter  in  the  Al¬ 
coran  without  adoring  the  letters  that  compoie  it.  Was 
not  the  tabernacle  of  Mofes  adorned  w'ith  images  of 
cherubims  ?  Was  not  the  temple  of  Solomon  decked  in 
the  fame  manner  ?  If  the  prefence  of  images  in  temples 
be  a  profanation,  why  for  fo'm.any  ages  have  our  vene¬ 
rable  mufties  fuffered  the  two  feraphims  to  remain  under 
the  cupola  of  the  mofque  of  Sandfa  Sophia  in  Conllanti- 
nople  ?  Why  do  they  not  deface  the  pidfure  of  Mary  the 
mother  of  Jefus,  the  two  images  of  angels,  with  other 
pieces  of  fculpture  and  painting  in  the  fame  place  ?  Are 
the  devotions  of  a  muffulman  in  this  facred  temple 
tainted  with  idolatry,  becaufe  he  prays  before  thefe 
images  ^ 

Let  me  unbofom  my  thoughts  to  thee  with  freedom  ; 
images  and  pidlures  are  no  bugbears  to  me  ;  I  can  ufe 
them  as  inftruments  of  devotion,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
I  do  books.  Yet  every  one  cannot  do.  this  without  dan¬ 
ger  of  idolatry  ;  neither  is  a  public  toleration  of  Images 
and  pidlures  in  temples  to  be  approved.  For,  though 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BT 


Vol.  II. 


l8 

fome  men  may  look  on  them  without  hurt,  yet  it  is  hard 
for  the  generality  to  avoid  falling  into  a  culpable  reve¬ 
rence  ;  for,  while  the  eye  is  drinking  in  the  fair  idea, 
the  foul  is  apt  to  lofe  her  force,  and  fall  into  admiration 
of  the  carver’s  or  the  painter’s  art,  adoring  the  elegant 
fymmetry  of  a  beautiful  pifture  or  image,  inftead  of  the 
original  and  increated  beauty,  the  Majefty  which  has  no 
refemblance.  ‘ 

Therefore  wifely  has  our  law  provided  againft  this  in¬ 
convenience,  by  difeouraging  imagery  throughout  the 
facred  empire  of  the  mufiulmans. 

He  whofe  habitation  is  in  the  myflerious  and  Inaccef- 
fible  height  of  an  eternal  recefs,  whofe  glory  is  beyond 
all  figure  and  expreffion,  augment  thy  virtues,  which  are 
the  trueft.  images  of  the  divine  nature. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  year  1642. 


IX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

The  prefent  war  between  France  and  Spain,  however 
begun,  feems  to  be  carried  on  by  a  principle  of  honour, 
rather  than  of  enmity.  Thefe  two  nations  are  perfeft 
antipodes  to  each  other  in  their  humours  ;  yet  this  aver- 
fion  between  them  is  difeovered  more  in  peace  than  in 
war.  The  quell  of  glory  has  invited  many  brave  men 
on  both  fides  into  the  field  ;  and  the  heroes  ftrive  to  con¬ 
quer  each  other,  by  civilities,  rather  than  by  arms. 

Catalonia  and  Rouffilion  were  the  ftages  of  this  war 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  ;  where  the  Marefchal  de 
Breze,  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Mothe-Houdancourt,  com¬ 
bated  with  all  the  hardlhips  of  the  winter,  as  well  as  with 
valiant  enemies.  The  rigour  of  the  feafon  did  not  cool 
the  courage  of  thefe  generals,  nor  divert  their  refclution 
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from  taking  the  field.  All  the  country  appeared  like  a 
frozen  lake,  and  there  was  no  place  for  them  to  en¬ 
camp  but  In  deep  fnows  or  ice  :  Yet,  for  all  thefe  dif- 
couragements,  the  Marefchal  de  Brezc  blocked  up  Per¬ 
pignan,  a  town  of  great  ftrength  in  Rouffilion,  whilft  the 
Sieur  de  la  Mothe  kept  the  Arragonians  in  play,  and 
baffled  the  enterprifes  of  the  Callilians,  having  given 
them  two  fignal  defeats. 

Thefe  fuccefsful  aflions  of  the  French  generals,  invit¬ 
ed  the  king  their  mafter  to  give  them  a  vifit,  being  very 
defirous  to  take  Perpignan,  and  fettle  the  affairs  of  Ca¬ 
talonia.  He  therefore  fends  another  army  under  the 
command  of  the  Marefchal  de  la  Mefleraye,  which  he 
foon  followed  in  perfon. 

There  was  now  a  generous  envy  raifed  between  fo 
many  great  commanders,  every  one  ftriving  to  advance 
himfelf  in  the  king’s  efteem  by  his  fervices  ;  and  the 
particular  merits  of  the  Sieur  de  la  Mothe,  drew  a  fa¬ 
vourable  eye  on  him.  The  king  made  him  Marefchal 
de  France,  the  ftaff,  which  is  the  badge  of  his  office,  be¬ 
ing  prefented  to  him  by  the  Marefchal  of  Breze  at  Bar¬ 
celona,  to  the  general  fatisfadfiou  and  joy  as  well  of  the 
Catalonians  as  the  French. 

This  honour  was  conferred  on  him,  prefently  after  the 
great  viftory  obtained  over  the  Spaniffi  forces  at  Ville 
Franca  in  Catalonia. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Marefchal  de  Mefleraye  in- 
vefted  the  ftrong  caflle  of  Calioubre,  which  was  furren- 
dered  to  him  upon  honourable  terms  by  the  Marquis  of 
Mortare,  general  of  the  Spanifli  horfe  in  Rouffilion,  and 
governor  of  that  caftle. 

The  king,  fluflied  with  conquefts  and  fucceffes^TV'onld 
not  fuffer  his  army  to  lie  idle,  but  in  good  earneft  laid 
clofc  fiege  to  Perpignan. 
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Yet  fuch  was  the  generofity  of  this  prince,  that  before 
he  tried  the  force  of  his  cannon,  he  ordered  the  Mare- 
fchal  de  Meflcraye  to  fend  a  herald  to  the  Marquis  de 
Fiores,  governor  of  the  town,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  the 
great  llraits  the  beheged  were  in  for  want  of  provi- 
lions,  of  which  his  majefty  was  not  ignorant  ;  and,  that 
there  was  no  hopes  of  relief  from  the  Marquis  de  Povar, 
general  of  the  Spanifh  forces  in  An-agon,  there  being 
left  alive  but  a  few  companies  of  all  his  army,  after  the 
great  defeat  which  was  given  them  near  Ville  Franca. 

He  offered  the  governor  all  fair  and  good  ufage,  if  he 
would  furrender  before  things  came  to  extremities  ;  and, 
to  convince  him  of  the  entire  lofs  of  the  Spanifh  army  (to 
which  he  trufted)  he  promifed  fafe-conduft  to  any  officer 
of  the  garrifon  as  far  as  Terragone,  where  lay  all  the 
little  remnant  of  the  Arragonian  army,  that  fo  he  might 
inform  and  affure  himfelf  of  the  bad  condition  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  affairs  were  in. 

This  favour  was  received  v/ith  much  civility  by  the 
Marquis  de  Povar,  who  returned  humble  thanks  to  the 
king  for  fo  generous  a  condefcenfion,  afluring  him  withal, 
that  the  garrifon  was  not  reduced  to  thofe  ftraits  as  was 
pretended,  but  that  he  neverthelefs  accepted  his  majefty’s 
fafe-condudl  to  a  meffenger ;  entreating  him,  that  he 
would  permit  him  to  go  to  Madrid,  that  fo  the  King  of 
Spain  might  have  advice  of  his  circumftances. 

Thou  wilt  confefs,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  that  it  was 
a  great  magnanimity  of  fpirit  in  the  king  to  grant  this 
requeft  to  an  enemy,  who  might  be  fufpcfttd  to  defign 
no  more  in  it  than  to  gain  time  ;  yet  he  fent  the  mef¬ 
fenger  back  again,  with  full  affurance  of  his  royal  love. 

Wiiilft  this  v/as  in  agitation,  many  other  civilities  paf- 
fed  between  the  Frencti  and  the  befieged.  Many  prifon- 
ers  of  note  were  exchanged,  and  all  things  feemed  to 
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fpeak  a  fair  underftanding  between  both  parties  ;  when, 
on  a  fudden,  the  cannon  of  the  town  played  furioully  on 
the  king’s  quarters,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  befieged 
made  a  vigorous  fally,  attacking  a  redoubt  which  the 
Marefchal  de  Mefleraye  had  raifed. 

This  contempt  of  the  king’s  favour  raifed  his  choler, 
and  animated  the  foldiers  with  a  defire  of  revcn2:e.  All 
ran  to  their  arms,  and  quickly  beat  back  the  befieged. 
Thus  was  the  face  of  affairs  fuddenly  changed  in  the 
camp.  It  was  too  late  now  for  the  governor  to  expedl 
the  courtefy  he  before  abufed.  However,  he  fent  two 
deputies  again,  to  know  if  the  king’s  refolution  con¬ 
tinued  to  grant  Iea\le  t©  fend  to  Madrid  ;  for  they  had 
not  as  yet  fent. 

The  Marefchal  dc  Mefleraye  fent  back  the  deputies 
with  this  anfwer,  that  if  they  did  not  engage  to  fur- 
render  by  a  prefixed  day,  and  give  two  hoftages  for  fecu- 
rity  of  their  performance,  the  king  would  not  grant  their 
requeft. 

This  put  the  befieged  upon  defperate  refolutions  ; 
they  made  frequent  fallies,  and  all  things  tended  to  ex¬ 
tremity. 

Whilft  matters  were  in  this  pofture,  the  king,  by  the 
advice  of  his  phyficians,  withdrew  from  the  camp  to  take 
the  waters  of  Maine  for  his  health.  This  was  in  the  laft 
moon,  and  Perpignan  holds  out  ftill. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  relating  this  fiege, 
in  regard  it  is  the  chief  fubjeA  of  difeourfe  among  fuch 
as  are  defirous  of  news,  which  is  the  reafon  alfo,  that  I 
begin  this  letter  with  a  relation  of  what  has  been  tranf- 
a6f;ed  in  Catalonia,  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
that  thou  mayeft  be  able  to  form  a  regular  idea  of  this 
prefent  war  between  France  and  Spain  :  I  will  continu¬ 
ally  fend  thee  an  account  of  the  progrefs  the  French 
make  in  Catalonia. 
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God  augment  thy  honours,  and  prolong  thy  days  to 
fee  the  Tons  of  thy  grandchildren. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  year  1542. 


X. —  To  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of  State. 

I  SHOULD  be  unfaithful  to  my  truft,  and  merit  a  bow- 
ftring,  Ihould  I  conceal  from  thee  any  thing  which  re- 
flefts  upon  the  honour  of  the  facred  empire,  and  the 
law  brought  down  from  heaven  by  the  angel  Gabriel. 

Thou  knoweft,  that  it  is  the  cullom  of  the  Chrillians,. 
to  make  pilgrimages  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  Je- 
rufalem,  and  other  places  in  the  Holy  Land  ;  even  as 
the  faithful  Muffulmen  do  to  Mecca  and  Medina  Tal- 
nabi  in  Arabia,  where  is  the  fepulchre  of  our  Holy  Pro¬ 
phet. 

Here  are  two  noblemen  of  the  firil  rank  and  quality 
at  Court,  who  out  of  devotion  to  their  Meflias,  went  to 
villt  his  fuppofed  fepulchre  ;  and,  in  their  travels,  palfed 
through  part  of  Egypt  ;  but  when  they  arrived  at  a 
place  called  Salhla,  bordering  on  the  Stony  Arabia,  they 
were  made  a  prey  to  the  fub-baflee  of  that  place  ;  who, 
underftanding  from  the  captain  of  the  caravan,  that  thefe 
two  were  all  the  Franks  he  had  with  him,  and  that  they 
were  men  of  money,  he  exafted  from  them  twenty  dol¬ 
lars  a-piece  for  their  heads,  contrary^  to  all  law,  juftice, 
cr  precedent ;  which  they  refufing  to  pay,  as  indeed  it 
was  unreafonable,  the  covetous  old  fub-baffee  commits 
them  to  prifon,  commanding  them  to  receive  an  hundred 
baftinadoes  a-piecc  on  the  feet,  thinking  by  this  means 
to  frighten  them  to  a  compliance  with  his  extortion  ;  but 
they  would  not  pay  the  money,  choofing  rather  to  fuffer, 
than  encourage  fuch  oppreffion  in  corrupt  officers.  In 
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the  mean  time,  the  caravan  departs,  leaving  thefe  im- 
prifoned  lords  to  the  mercy  of  the  fub-baffee,  who  find¬ 
ing  them  inflexible,  caufed  his  commandments  to  be  put 
iu  execution,  and  not  content  with  this,  orders  his  Haves 
to  beat  them  out  of  town. 

The  poor  lords  knew  not  what  to  do  under  this  mif- 
fortune  ;  for  they  were  fo  fore  with  the  blows  they  had 
received  on  their  tender  feet,  that  they  were  incapable  of 
travelling  a-foot  ;  but  with  money  they  prevailed  on 
the  flaves  to  direft  them  how  they  might  procure  camels, 
with  a  guide.  This  done,  they  overtook  the  caravan  at 
Gaza,  and  fo  finiflied  their  pilgrimage.  They  are  now 
at  the  court  here,  and  have  made  known  the  bufinefs  to 
the  king,  who,  it  is  faid,  has  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  his 
ambaflador  at  Conftantinople,  to  demand  juftice  on  the 
aforefaid  fub-baflee  ;  threatening,  that  if  it  be  denied,  he 
will  cover  the  ocean  with  (hips,  and  raze  the  palace  of 
the  fultan  to  the  ground  :  for  thefe  two  noblemen  are 
nearly  allied  to  the  royal  family. 

I  know  thou  wilt  defpife  the  bold  bravado  of  this 
king,  and  fo  do  I,  being  affured,  that  the  Invincible  ful¬ 
tan  can  fet  his  foot  on  the  necks  of  forty  fuch  petty 
kings  as  this.  Yet,  let  us  be  the  advocates  of  juftice,  by 
which  the  refulgent  empire  of  the  Muflulmcn  was  firft 
eftabliflied.  Should  fuch  a  villany  as  this  go  unpuniflied, 
it  would  encourage  others  in  like  cafes,  and  then  there 
would  be.  nothing  but  extortion  and  cruel  infolencc 
praftifed  by  governors  of  towns  and  cities  on  the  road. 
So,  barbarous  and  inhofpitable  ufage,  would  provoke  all 
the  princes  of  the  Chriftian  law  to  take  up  arms  againft 
us.  Thus  would  the  moft  glorious  empire  in  the  world 
become  a  prey  to  infidels. 

I  know  this  would  be  mifreprefented,  were  it  to  come 
to  other  hands  than  thine.  They  would  fay  of  me  open- 
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ly,  what  they  have  already  whifpered  in  the  cabals  of  the 
fcraglio,  that  Mahmut  is  in  penfion  with  the  French 
King.  They  feek  my  life  without  a  caufe.  But  I  trull 
it  to  thy  generous  and  right  noble  hands,  of  whofe  fricnd- 
Ihip  I  have  had  fo  late  experience. 

May  the  Firft  Mover  of  the  heavenly  orbs,  lead  thee 
as  by  a  clue  of  thread  through  the  dark  labyrinth  of 
ftate-affairs,  and  bring  thee,  after  a  long  and  happy  life, 
to  the  fields  of  endlefs  light.  Amen  !  thou  Lord  of 
Paradife. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  year  1642. 


XL — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

I  KNOW  thee  not,  and  it  is  probable,  thou  art  as  little 
acquainted  with  me  :  Yet,  I  have  often  obferved  more 
durable  friendlhips  contrafled  between  ftrangers,  than 
betwixt  thofe  of  the  fame  blood.  Good  offices  equally 
deferve  and  attrafl  love.  There  are  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  travellers  to  ferve  one  another  ;  and  he  that 
obliges  me  in  a  ftrange  country,  makes  himfelf  my 
brother. 

I  received  a  dlfpatch  from  the  Reis  Elfendi  at  Con- 
ftantlnople,  informing  me  of  the  death  of  Carcoa,  one  of 
the  happy  Haves  of  him  whom  God  has  ordained  to  dil- 
penfe  felicities  to  the  world  :  I  mean  the  Grand  Signlor, 
poffeiror  of  the  moll  exalted  throne  on  earth.  He  tells 
me  llkewlfe,  that  1  mull  expedl  from  thee  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  Carcoa’s  office.  I  congratulate  thy  honour,  in 
that  thou  art  thought  woithy  to  ferve  the  great  viceroy 
of  the  Lord  of  the  unlverfe,  to  whom  is  committed  the 
darning  fword  of  julllcc,  that  he  may  reward  virtue,  pu- 
nilh  vice,  and  reform  the  corrupt  manners  of  mankind. 
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I  am  a  muffulman,  that  is,  refigiied  to  God,  or  elfe  it 
would  have  raifcd  fome  thoughtfulnefs  in  a  man  of  my 
circimiftances,  what  ihould  be  the  reafon  of  Carcoa’s  fo 
long  filence,  not  having  received  any  anfwer  thefe  four 
moons  to  the  many  letters  I  fent  him.  He  was  Intrufted 
with  the  fecrets  of  my  commillion,  and  had  another  been 
in  my  place,  he  would  have  fufpefted  treachery. 

Well,  he  is  gone  !  gone  to  the  Invlfible  regions,  to  the 
receptacles  of  juft  and  faithful  men,  to  the  pleafant 
woods  and  groves,  the  eternal  blooming  fhades  and  ver¬ 
dant  fields  of  paradife.  Follow  his  fteps,  and  be  happy. 

He  was  a  man  true  to  his  truft,  fedulous  and  adlive  in 
bulinefs  ;  punftual  in  his  appointments  ;  temperate  in  a 
town  flowing  with  debaucheries  ;  juft  toward  all  men> 
and  devout  to  God. 

It  is  neceffary  for  him  that  would  attain  thefe  virtues, 
to  begin  gradually  at  the  loweft  ftep  ;  to  guard  his  fenfes, 
and  fet  a  watch  upon  the  avenues  of  his  paflions.  For  a 
man  becomes  neither  perfectly  virtuous  nor  vicious  all  at 
onc^ :  And  a  wnfe  man  of  thy  own  nation,  Jefus  Ben 
Sirach,  hath  faid,  “  He  that  contemns  little  things,  fhall 
fall  by  little  and  little.” 

I  delire  thee  to  fend  me  Carcoa’s  Journal,  with  what 
other  papers  he  left  behind  him,  except  fuch  as  concern 
his  particular  eftate  and  affairs. 

Let  me  know  alfo,  how  the  late  defign  of  the  Turks 
upon  Rab,  is  relented  at  the  Gerjnan  court ;  whether 
the  emperor  talks  of  fending  an  ambaffador  to  the  fultau 
about  It ;  and  whatfocver  alfo  of  moment  occurs. 

The  Reis  Effendl  tells  me,  that  Bechir  Baffa,  the  trea- 
furer,  has  ordered  me  five  hundred  zechins,  by  the  way 
of  Vienna.  I  defire  thou  w'ouldeft  be  fpeedy  and  careful 
in  remitttTig  them  to  Paris. 

Thou  needeft  no  inftruftlons  concerning  my  lodging, 
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or  the  name  I  go  by  here  ;  thofe  wlio  appointed  thee 
this  ftation  at  Vienna,  have  informed  thee,  no  doubt,  of 
aJl  things  neceflary  to  the  difeharge  of  thy  duty. 

Write  often  to  me,  and  preferve  thy  integrity  free  from 
ftain. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  year 


XII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

I  KNOW  thy  genius,  and  have  obferved  with  what  com¬ 
placency  thou  wert  wont  to  perufe  thy  uncle  Shela 
Raphim’s  Travels,  a  journal  wtit  in  Arabic,  and  full  of 
profitable  and  wife  remarks,  efpecially  that  part  of  it 
which  treats  of  France.  1  will  not  pretend  to  add  to 
his  obfervations  ;  but  only  acquaint  thee  with  a  novelty 
which  France  itfelf’ncver  knew  in  his  days. 

The  women  of  quality  here  of  late,  do  addift  them- 
felves  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  as  the  men  ;  the  ladies 
efteeming  their  education  defeftive,  if  they  cannot  con¬ 
fute  Ariftotle  and  his  difciples.  The  pen  has  almoft 
fupplanted  the  exercife  of  the  needle  ;  and  ladies  clofets, 
formerly  the  (hops  of'  female  baubles,  toys,  and  vanities, 
are  now  turned  to  libraries  and  fanftuaries  of  learned 
books.  There  is  a  new  ftar  rifen  in  the  French  horizon, 
whofe  influence  excites  the  nobler  females  to  this  purfuit 
of  human  fcience  :  It  is  the  renowned  Monfieur  Des 
Cartes,  wdiofe  luflre  far  outihines  the  aged  winking  tapers 
of  Peripatetic  philofophy,  and  has  echpfed  the  Stagyrite, 
with  all  the  ancient  lights  of  Greece  and  Rome.  It  is 
this  matchlefs  foul  has  drawn  fo  many  of  the  fairer  fex 
to  the  fchools  ;  and  they  are  more  proud  of  the  title 
Cartefian,  and  of  the  capacity  to  defend  his  principles, 
than  of  their  noble  birth  and  blood. 
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I  know  our  grave  and  politic  muffulmen  will  ccnfure 
the  indulgence  of  the  French  to  their  women,  and  accufe 
them  of  weaknefs,  in  giving  fuch  advantages  to  that 
witty  fex.  But,  notwithftanding  this  fevcrity  of  the 
Eaftern  parts,  I  cannot  altogether  difapprovc  the  Wef* 
tern  gallantr}'.  If  wopren  are  to  be  efteemed  our  ene¬ 
mies,  methlnks  it  is  an  ignoble  cowardice  thus  to  difarm 
them,  and  not  allow  them  the  fame  weapons  we  ufe  our- 
felves  :  But,  if  they  deferve  the  title  of  our  friends,  It  is 
an  inhuman  tyranny  to  debar  them  the  privilege  of  in¬ 
genious  education,  which  would  alfo  render  their  frlend- 
Ihip  fo  much  more  delightful  both  to  themfelves  and 
us.  Nature  Is  feldom  obfcrved  to  be  niggardly  of  her 
choiceft  gifts  to  that  fex,  their  fenfes  are  generally  as 
quick  as  ours,  their  reafon  as  nervous,  their  judgments  as 
mature  and  folid.  Add  but  to  thefe  natural  perfeftions, 
the  advantage  of  acquired  learning,  what  polite  and 
charming  creatures  will  they  prove,  whilft  their  external 
beauty  does  the  ofBce  of  a  ciyftal  to  the  lamp,  not 
flirouding  but  difclofing  their  brighter  intellefts  ?  Nor 
need  we  fear  to  lofe  our  empire  over  them  by  thus  im¬ 
proving  their  native  abilities  ;  fince  where  there  is  moll 
learning,  fenfe  and  knowledge,  there  is  obferved  to  be 
the  greateft  modelly,  and  redlitude  of  manners.  I  fee 
no  reafon,  therefore,  why  we  Ihould  make  fuch  bugbears 
of  women,  as  not  to  trull  them  with  as  liberal  education 
as  ourfelves. 

I  believe,  thou  fometimes  bellowell  a  compalGonatc 
thought  on  the  exiled  Mahmut.  Wouldell  thou  do  fome- 
thing  to  alleviate  my  melancholy,  the  next  time  thou 
goell  to  the  Atmidan,  tranfcribe  what  Is  engraven  on  the 
pedellals  of  the  obelilks  and  columns  Handing  there,  and 
fend  it  enclofed  in  a  letter. 

He  that  is  Lord  of  the  Eaft  and  the  Weft,  from  whofe 
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throne  hang  millions  of  ftars  in  chains  of  gold,  increafe 
thy  virtues  and  bleffings,  and  preferve  thee  from  the 
poifon  of  ill  eyes,  and  mab'cious  tongues,  and  bring  thee 
to  the  fields  of  endlefs  light. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  year  1641. 


XIII. — To  Cabla  Haly,  a  Phyfician,  at  Conjlanttnople. 

There  is  a  garden  in  this  city,  fo  near  refeinbling 
that  of  the  invincible  Vifier  Azem,  on  the  eaft  of  Pent, 
that  I  cannot  but  fancy  myfelf  near  Conftantinople, 
when  I  am  walking  in  it.  It  is  called  the  King’s  Gar¬ 
den,  being  allotted  by  the  royal  bounty  of  the  Kings  of 
France,  to  the  fervice  and  improvement  of  ftudents  in 
phyfic.  There  is  a  yearly  ftipend  fettled  on  an  approved 
phyfician,  to  take  care  that  no  kind  of  phyfical  plant  or 
herb  be  wanting  in  this  royal  feminary  ;  who  alfo  during 
the  whole  fummer  Is  obliged  to  read  a  Latin  lefture 
every  morning,  on  the  fimples  there  growing  ;  whilft  a 
a  great  auditor)’  of  young  ftudents,  with  books,  pen  and 
ink  in  their  hands,  wait  on  him  up  and  down  the  alleys, 
and  write  down  his  difcourfe.  Fie  that  is  now  employed 
in  this  office,  is  a  very  learned  and  ingenious  man  ;  He 
takes  great  pains  to  make  all  his  young  difciples  perfeft 
herbalifts  ;  for,  all  the  way  as  he  pafles  along  from  one 
herb  to  another,  he  ftoops  dowm,  handles  the  fimple,  and 
explains  his  verbal  defcrlption  with  his  fingers  ends  ; 
giving  a  moft  accurate  account  of  the  minuteft  difference 
between  fuch  as  feem  to  be  alike,  and  demonftrating  to 
the  eye,  that  thofe  are  two  diftlncft  plants,  which  many 
take  to  be  but  one  ;  tracing  out  their  different  families,  in 
the  number,  texture,  ftiape  or  colour  of  their  leaves  and 
dowers  ;  and  this  he  does  with  fo  graceful  an  aftion, 
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filch  eloquent  language,  and  fo  compofed  ?.  fpirit,  that 
he  charms  all  that  happen  to  be  prefent  at  his  leflures, 
and  makes  every  body  in  love  with  the  botanies.  The 
garden  ftands  open  to  all  gentlemen,  provided  they  leave 
their  fwords  with  the  keeper  of  the  gate,  to  prevent 
quarrels  and  mifehief, 

I  enter  daily  among  the  reil,  and  when  the  phyfic- lec¬ 
ture  is  over,  I  retire  myfelf  into  one  of  the  moll  pleafant 
(hades  in  the  world  ;  it  is  a  gravel  w'alk,  the  whole 
length  of  the  garden,  on  each  fide  of  which  grow  lofty 
trees,  planted  fo  thick,  and  intermixing  their  leaves  and 
branches  fo  clofely  at  the  top,  that  they  compofe  a  per- 
feA  natural  umbrella  over  the  walk,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  fo  that  not  a  beam  of  the  fun  can  enter  ;  and 
that  which  creates  in  me  the  greateft  complacency,  is, 
that  the  farther  end  of  the  waJk  is  not  ftiut  up  by  a  high 
wall,  as  is  the  cullom  in  fome  gardens  ;  but  whether  you 
arc  fitting,  or  Handing  upright,  it  opens  to  you  a  very 
agreeable  and  large  profpeft  of  the  country  adjacent  to 
Paris,  which  alFefts  the  eye  with  incredible  delight ;  and 
mine  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe  it  perfedlly  refembles 
the  country  lying  eaft  of  Pera  and  Conllantinople,  which 
you  furvey  out  of  the  grottos  of  the  aforefaid  moll  il- 
lullrious  Vifier  Azem.  It  is  when  I  am  in  this  w'alk,  I 
imagine  I  breathe  the  air  of  Afia,  and  am  within  the 
verge  of  the  imperial  feraglio,  the  fandluary  to  which  all 
the  dillreffed  princes  in  the  world  have  recourfe. 

There  are  in  Paris  aVove  an  hundred  m.agnificent 
palaces,  and  beautiful  gardens  belonging  to  them  ;  but 
none  wherein  I  take  fo  particular  a  delight,  as  in  this 
royal  phyfic  garden.  Here  I  fpend  many  a  folitary  hour, 
and  fometiir.es  I  meet  with  company. 

I  tell  thee,  dear  Kaly,  that  though  the  French  are  na¬ 
turally  the  molt  polilhed  and  refined  people  in  the  world, 
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yet  I  am  many  times  willing  to  make  excufes,  and  leave 
their  fociety  ;  being  by  the  force  of  a  powerful  inclina¬ 
tion  either  drawn  to  this  garden,  or  to  a  famous  llbraiy 
in  this  city,  in  the  cuftody  of  certain  religious  dervifes, 
who  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  are  obliged  to  give  at¬ 
tendance  to  all  gentlemen  who  are  pleafed  to  fit  there 
and  lludy. 

Toward  the  evening  I  vilit  the  hofpitals,  ^^hich  are  the 
finefi;  that  ever  I  faw  in  the  world,  and  I  believe  the  bell 
governed.  There  is  one  named  the  Hofpital  of  God, 
where  perfons  of  quality  themfelves,  and  thofe  of  the 
firft  rank,  come  every  evening,  and  wait  on  the  lick  and 
the  wounded,  doing  all  the  meanell  offices  of  inferior  fer- 
vants,  and  this  with  abundance  of  tendernefs  and  hu¬ 
manity.  I  have  feen  the  nicell  and  gayeft  ladies  of  the 
court,  dreffing  the  mod  cfqualid  and  putrified  fores  of 
wounded  men,  not  feeming  in  the  lead  to  be  difguded  at 
the  loathfome  light  and  dench  of  their  ulcers.  When 
one  fird  enters  the  place,  one  would  imagine  it  to  be  a 
chamber  of  young  janizaries  ;  it  being  a  very  long  and 
wide  gallery,  with  rows  of  beds  on  both  lides,  wherein 
the  fick  are  difpofed  according  to  the  order  of  their  com¬ 
ing,  or  the  nature  of  their  difeafe.  The  curtains  of  the 
beds  are  all  of  pure  white  linen,  prettily  wrought  here 
and  there  with  flowers  of  needle-work  ;  their  llieets  as 
white  as  the  curtains ;  and  by  each  bed  flands  a  bafon  of 
clean  water,  and  a  fine  towel  lying  by  it.  At  the  farther 
end  of  the  gallery  dands  an  altar  railed  in,  where  the 
prieds  perform  their  religious  myderies  for  the  fick.  In 
fine,  all  things  in  this  place  fpeak  an  exquifite  decorum 
and  order,  with  a  generous  regard  to  the  health  and  life 
of  man.  Three  of  thefe  galleries  make  up  the  whole 
hofpital ;  and  It  is  as  pleafant  to  me  fometimes  to  walk 
up  and  down  in  them  as  In  a  beautiful  garden. 
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Certainly  if  any  argument  could  be  of  force  to  recom¬ 
mend  ficknefs  as  a  definable  thing,  it  mull  be  taken  from 
the  circumftances  of  this  hofpital,  or  an  equivalent  ground. 
I,  for  my  own  part,  have  often  thought,  that  death  it- 
felf  would  not  be  formidable  amidll  fo  many  ornaments, 
fweets  and  comforts.  If  this  public  and  charitable  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fick  be  an  effedl  of  their  religion,  I  cannot 
be  fo  partial  to  deny  it  a  due  acknowledgment,  but  mull 
owm,  that  heroic  virtue  and  piety  are  to  be  found  in  an 
eminent  degree  even  among  the  very  infidels. 

Thou  wilt  pardon  me  for  detaining  thee  fo  long  in  the 
theatre  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  and  prefenting  thee 
with  the  tragical  feenes  of  mortality,  fince  it  is  thy  pro¬ 
per  profeflion  to  converfe  with  the  infirmities,  difeafes 
and  dolours  of  human  bodies,  and  to  be  frequently  pre¬ 
fen  t  in  the  antichambers  of  death. 

Suffer  me  to  prefs  thee  to  an  integrity  of  continual 
love  and  friendfliip  between  us.  Let  not  miftakes  or  mif- 
apprehenfions  cool  this  generous  affedlion.  It  is  pity  that 
either  the  fpiteful  mifreprefentations  of  infinuating  back¬ 
biters,  or  our  own  groundlefs  jealoufies  and  fufpicions, 
(hould  diffolve  the  union  of  faithful  and  loving  friends. 
I  had  rather  fuffer  a  thoufand  fmall  injuries,  which  I  know 
mud  proceed  from  frailty  and  human  neceflity,  than  not 
continue  to  love  where  I  have  once  pitched  my  true  af- 
fedllon.  Nothing  but  apparent  wilful  perfidioufiiefs  and 
treachery  ought  to  break  the  facred  and  inviolable  band 
of  friendihip.  Fidelity  and  love  cover  a  multitude  of 
leffer  faults.  He  that  breaks  with  his  friend  for  fmall 
errors,  difeovers  the  rafhnefs  and  inconftancy  of  his  mind, 
and  that  his  frlendfhip  was  never  well  grounded ;  for,  had 
be  been  a  wife  man,  he  would  either  have  been  more  flow 
and  cautious  in  the  choice  of  his  friend,  or  having  once 
contrafted  friendihip,  he  would  not  break  it  again  for  a 
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iefs  crime  than  manifeft  difloyalty :  But  thou,  who  haft 
ever  purfued  me  with  all  the  offices  of  a  generous  and 
faithful  friend,  bearing  with  my  many  infirmities  and  fail- 
ings,  doft  not  deferve  this  ceiifure  ;  yet,  ccnfidering  tlie 
inftability  of  all  human  affairs,  I  could  not  forbear  put¬ 
ting  thee  in  mind  of  thefe  things,  left,  through  the  malice 
of  fortune,  or  the  envy  of  men,  or  any  other  caufe,  thou 
/houidft  v^'ithdraw  thy  affedion  from  me,  which  I  value 
above  all  temporal  bleffings  ;  for,  befides  the  many  fa¬ 
vours  I  have  received  at  thy  hands,  whereby  I  am  obli¬ 
ged  in  honour  and  gratitude  to  love  thee  perpetually,  a 
fpark  of  natural,  or  rather  of  divine  affedion,  was  kin¬ 
dled  in  my  breaft,  from  the  firft  time  I  converfed  with 
thee.  Wliether  it  proceeds  from  agreeablenefs  and  har¬ 
mony  of  fpirits,  or  fome  other  fecret  operation,  I  know 
not  I  but  fure  I  am,  and  would  have  thee  reft  confident, 
that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  world  who  loves  and  ho¬ 
nours  thee  with  greater  fidelity  than  I  do. 

The  Great  and  Eternal  Lord  of  the  Univerfe  increafe 
and  multiply  thy  virtues  and  bleffings,  and  make  thee  il- 
luftrious  in  thy  generation  ;  granting  alfo  this  happinefs 
to  me,  that  after  a  lafting  and  true  friendfhip  between  us 
on  earth,  I  may  drink  with  thee  of  the  rivers  of  pleafure 
which  glide  along  the  fields  of  paradife,  and  that  I  may 
fee  thy  face  brighter  than  the  ftars  of  heaven.  Amen, 
amen,  O  thou  Lord  of  the  Worlds  ! 

Paris,  6th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XIV. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  TAKE  the  beft  meafures  for  intelligence,  yet  I  cannot 
gain  a  fight  or  a  copy  of  all  the  expreffes  that  come  to 
this  court,  nor  can  I  learn  their  import  as  foon  as  they 
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arrive.  The  mlnifters  of  fc.nte  here  are  the  fepulchres  of 
news,  they  bury  all  in  filence. 

This  is  the  reafon  that  I  fometimes  have  been  forced 
to  fend  thee  an  account  of  many  events  long  after  they 
happened.  My  laft  letter  was  an  abllradl  of  the  French 
conquefts  in  Catalonia,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
the  moon  laft  paft. 

After  the  King  of  France  had  retired  from  the  camp 
before  Perpignan,  the  Marefchal  de  Mefleraye  applied 
himfelf  vlgoroufly  to  perfedl  the  batteries,  redoubts,  and 
other  works,  whilft  the  King  of  Spain  was  hourly  per¬ 
plexed  with  cares  and  anxieties  for  this  important  place. 

The  extremities  to  which  it  was  reduced  haftened  his 
preparations  for  an  effectual  relief.  He  fent  orders  to 
the  Marquifles  of  Tarracufe,  of  Leganez  and  Mortaire, 
to  ralfe  the  flower  of  Arrao:on  and  Caftile. 

The  Viceroy  of  Naples  furniflred  out  a  confiderable 
fleet,  it  being  the  Catholic  King’s  refolution  either  to 
fuccour  Perpignan,  and  raife  that  fiege,  or  take  Barce¬ 
lona  by  way  of  reprifah 

In  the  mean  while,  the  new  Marefchal  de  la  Mothe, 
fluftied  with  the  late  favour  he  received  from  his  mafter 
the  Frencli  king,  and  fpurred  on  with  the  thirft  of  glory, 
entered  like  a  torrent  with  his  troops  into  Valentia,  which 
at  that  time  lay  naked  and  unguarded. 

The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  furprife  a  convoy  of  the 
Marquis  of  Leganez,  who  were  carrying  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  piece  of  cannon  to  VIveros. 

The  French  broke  through  their  foot  with  their  ac- 
cuftomed  fury,  and  killed  more  than  thirty  horfe,  taking 
as  many  prifoners.  They  fent  the  cannon  to  the  camp  at 
Reoux. 

Thou  feeft,  fage  minifter,  how  neceffary  a  qualification 
it  is  ill  a  fovereign  prince  to  difeern  and  reward  the  me- 
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rits  of  his  fervants.  Men  of  virtue  are  animated  with 
freih  vigour  when  their  aftions  are  acknowledged.  Of 
this  the  ever-viftorlous  fultans  of  the  Ottoman  empire  are 
very  fenlible,  who  value  the  abilities  and  fervices  of  their 
(laves  before  any  conllderation  of  noble  blood  or  riches, 
raifing  men  from  nothing  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the 
empire. 

The  Marefchal  after  this  exploit  took  the  towns  of 
Tamarit  and  Moufon  ;  but  the  caftle  belonging  to  the 
latter  was  furrendered  upon  articles  the  fourteenth  of  the 
laft  moon. 

Whllft  thefe  things  were  tranfadled  on  the  land,  the 
navies  were  not  idle  by  fea.  The  Marquis  of  Breze  fet 
upon  the  Spanifh  admiral  as  he  lay  at  anchor  near  Vive- 
ros,  and  not  being  able  to  difengage  the  veffel  from  the 
ihallows,  he  fet  it  on  fire,  together  with  another  of  equal 
burden. 

This  was  only  an  exploit  by  the  by,  and  as  it  lay  In 
his  road  to  Barcelona,  where  the  whole  Spanifh  fleet  were 
arrived,  with  defign  to  aflault  the  town  by  fea. 

The  Marquis  de  Breze  made  all  the  fail  he  could  to¬ 
ward  them  ;  but  the  wind  not  favouring  his  defign,  he 
was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  his  galleys.  In  a  word,  the 
Spaniards  loft  four  fiiips  in  this  fight,  and  three  more  on 
the  firft  of  this  moon. 

Thus  Perpignan  is  In  no  likelihood  of  relief.  I  will 
fend  thee  all  the  intelli|^ce  I  receive  of  this  important 
fiege. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642, 
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XV, — To  IsouF,  his  Kinfman. 

I  HAVE  received  thy  letter,  and  congratulate  thy  fafe  re¬ 
turn  to  Conftantinople.  The  bleffing  of  Mahomet  be  up¬ 
on  thee  for  the  facrifice  thou  madeft  on  Abraham’s  moun¬ 
tain  in  my  behalf,  and  for  the  alms  thou  gaveft  to  blot 
out  my  fins.  Hadft  thou  fent  me  the  facred  relic  I  de- 
fired,  I  would  multiply  benedittions  on  Ifouf  my  coufin. 
It  is  but  a  trifling  excufe  to  fay,  thou  couldft  not  pro¬ 
cure  that  which  is  denied  to  no  pilgrim.  The  emir  of 
Mecca  expefts  that  every  one  who  vifits  that  holy  of  ho¬ 
lies  fliould  purchafe  a  piece  of  the  old  hanging,  when  it 
is  yearly  taken  down.  This  is  his  fee,  and  thou  haft  at 
once  defrauded  him  of  his  due,  fruftrated  my  hopes,  and 
weakened  the  merit  of  thy  pilgrimage. 

But  I  will  not  be  querulous ;  perhaps  thou  wert  afraid 
of  wanting  money  in  the  reft  of  thy  journey.  Thy  letter 
is  very  ftiort,  and  full  of  referves,  hardly  vouchfafing  to 
make  an  apology  for  thy  long  filence,  though  it  be  now 
the  nine-and-thirtieth  moon  fince  thou  firft  partedft  from 
Conftantinople,  without  giving  me  any  account  what  was 
become  of  thee. 

Sometimes  I  thought  thou  wert  overwhelmed  in  the 
fands  of  Arabia,  or  that  fome  wild  beaft  had  devoured 
thee  ;  at  other  times,  I  imagined  thou  mighteft  die  of 
thirft  in  thofe  dry  and  barren  deferts.  When  the  cara¬ 
van  returned  at  the  accuftomed  time,  and  no  tidings  of 
Ifouf,  I  could  not  divine  that  thou  wert  gone  Into  Per- 
fia,  or  that  thou  wouldeft  travel  through  all  the  eaft,  as 
thy  letter  informs  me. 

I  (hould  be  proud  of  my  kinfman,  were  I  fatisfied  what 
improvements  he  has  made  in  fo  tedious  a  journey.  Thy 
letter  fpeaks  thee  not  a  traveller  j  thou  art  a  churl,  in  not 
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communicating  to  me  thy  adventures  and  obfervations  In 
fo  many  countries  as  thou  haft  paffed  through. 

Tell  me,  Ifouf,  what  was  the  motive  which  put  thee 
upon  fuch  a  hazardous  fatigue  ?  Thou  wert  a  man  of 
great  faith  to  truft  thyfelf  to  the  conduft  of  the  Perfian 
who  invited  thee  along  with  him.  It  is  a  fign  thou  haft 
a  roving  foul,  or  elfe  thou  wouldeft  not,  upon  fuch  eafy 
terms,  have  abandoned  the  company  of  thy  fellow-travel¬ 
lers  and  friends,  to  join  thyfelf  to  a  ftranger,  an  enemy 
to  thy  nation,  a  heretic.  It  is  true,  a  peace  was  juft  then 
concluded  between  the  Grand  Signlor  and  the  Sophi  of 
Perfia,  and  fo  there  was  no  danger  of  thy  being  fnapped 
for  a  fpy,  and  facrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of  ftate  ;  but  thou 
cxpofedft  thyfelf  to  the  capricios  of  fortune,  and  the  wa¬ 
vering  temper  of  a  man,  who,  for  ought  thou  kneweft, 
might  have  fome  ill  defign  upon  thee. 

Tell  me,  didft  not  thou  meet  with  great  temptations 
at  Ifpahan  ?  Couldft  thou  withlland  the  charms  of  Per¬ 
fian  luxury  ?  It  muft  needs  be  a  furj>rifmg  novelty  to  fee 
the  ladies  of  the  court  frolicking  and  revelling  in  the  houfes 
of  pleafure  without  the  city,  fo  contrary  to  the  auftere 
cuftoms  of  our  women  at  Conftantinople. 

Well,  I  will  believe  thee  chafte  in  the  midft  of  courte¬ 
zans,  fober  in  company  of  drunkards,  and  that  the  fpark 
who  pieVed  thee  up  at  Medina,  made  no  attempts  to  de¬ 
bauch  thy  virtue  ;  yet  thou  canft  not  blame  this  railleiy, 
when  thou  confidereft  the  diffolute  manners  of  that  na¬ 
tion.  And  I  will  tell  the  ingenuoufly,  that  I  find  It  very 
irkfome  to  abftain  from  wine,  in  a  country  where  every 
body  drinks  it  but  rayfelf. 

But  thou  giveft  me  no  charaifter  of  thy  Perfian  friend, 
or  his  quality.  He  might,  for  ought  I  know,  be  fome 
knight  errarit,  and  thou  his  fquire,  and  fo  you  rambled 
together  up  and  down  Afia  to  feek  adventures  ;  for  thou 
art  not  focomplaifant  as  to  tell  me  the  cffedls  of  thy  travels^ 
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Had  I  been  in  thy  place,  I  fliould  have  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  inquire  into  the  law's  and  religions  of  thofe 
countries  through  which  I  pafled.  I  fliould  have  taken 
notice  of  the  ftrength  and  fituation  of  their  cities  and 
caftles ;  their  manner  of  building  and  fortifications ;  the 
difcipline  of  their  foldiers  ;  what  navigable  rivers  they 
have,  and  which  were  the  moft  eminent  places  of  com¬ 
merce  and  traffic. 

When  thou  wert  in  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul,  it 
had  been  worth  thy  obfervation,  to  fee  the  grandeur  of 
this  monarch,  who  never  goes  into  the  field  with  lefs  than 
two  hundred  thoufand  men.  Thou  fliouldeft  have  re¬ 
marked  alfo  the  ufe  the  Indians  make  of  elepliants  in 
their  battles.  It  had  not  been  amifs  to  have  call  an  eye 
into  their  temples  in  this  country,  where  thou  wouldcft 
have  beheld  the  execrable  devotions  of  thefe  idolaters, 
who  worlhip  the  devil  under  hideous  forms.  But,  above 
all,  I  fliould  have  been  greedy  to  fee  the  Indian  women 
throw  themfelves  into  the  funeral  pile  after  their  dead 
hulbands ;  and  before  1  parted  from  the  country,  I 
fliould  have  fought  the  converlation  of  their  Gymnofo- 
phifts  or  Brachinans.  Thefe  are  hi  fo  great  reputation  for 
their  w'ifdom,  fanftity,  and  incorrupt  manners,  that  the 
greateit  potentates  have  recourfe  to  them  in  all  difficulties, 
as  to  divine  oracles. 

China  alfo  would  have  afforded  thee  matter  of  obferva¬ 
tion  and  remark. 

Thefe  people  fay  of  themfelves,  that  they  fee  with 
both  eyes,  the  Mahometans  with  one,  and  all  the  reft  of 
the  world  are  ftark  blind.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  Chi- 
nefes  can  be  but  purblind  the.ufelves,  llnce  they  fee  no 
farther  than  the  mountains  which  environ  their  own 
country,  it  not  being  permitted  to  the  fubjefts  of  that 
empire  to  travel.  Yet,  to  give  them  their  due,  they  ate 
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a  very  ingenious  people,  envied  by  all  the  world  for  their 
art  In  making  porcelain. 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  if,  whilft  thou  wert  in  this 
country,  thou  ever  faweft  any  of  thofe  failing  waggons 
which  are  faid  to  be  ufed  there. 

It  would  be  vei-y  obliging,  to  fend  me  a  particular  re¬ 
lation  of  thy  travels  thefe  three  years.  Thou  wilt  not  be 
angry,  that  I  am  felicitous  for  thy  good.  The  end  of 
travelling,  is  to  gain  experience  and  wifdom.  If  thou 
hall  attained  this,  I  lhall  rejoice.  The  defire  of  know¬ 
ledge  has  caufed  many  famous  men  to  roam  about  the 
world.  This  led  Pythagoras  into  Paleftine  and  Egypt ; 
this  made  Plato  to  leave  Athens,  to  go  and  learn  of 
Archytas  the  philofopher  at  Tarentum  in  Italy  ;  and 
the  fame  motive  carried  Apollonius  through  the  greateft 
part  of  Alia  and  Africa. 

But  I  would  not  have  thee  confine  thy  fearch  to  their 
meafures;  for  they  only  coveted  for  to  know  the  mylleries 
of  nature.  Whereas,  if  thou  travellell  again,  I  would 
advife  thee  to  acquaint  thyfelf  w’ith  the  conftitutions  of 
kingdoms  and  Hates,  whereby  thou  mayeft  be  ferviceable 
to  our  Great  Mailer,  the  Grand  Signior,  Lord  of  the 
Seven  Climates,  for  whofe  fake  the  elements  are  reftrain- 
ed  within  their  bounds,  and  nature  itfelf  keeps  on  her 
courfe. 

Coufin,  I  pray  the  great  God  to  polilh  thy  foul  with 
rational  principles,  and  make  thee  ufeful  in  thy  genera¬ 
tion  ;  for  no  man  is  born  for  himfelf.  Adieu. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 
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XVI. — To  Berber.  Mustapha,  ^ga  at  Conjlantinopk. 

I  SENT  thee  a  letter  in  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year, 
concerning  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the  lofs  of  his 
eftate  ;  fince  which  he  feems  to  have  loft  himfelf,  being 
excommunicated  by  the  pope,  who  is  to  the  Chriftians 
what  our  mufti  is  to  True  Believei'S. 

If  thou  knoweft  not  what  it  is  to  be  excommunicated 
by  the  pope,  I  will  inform  thee  in  few  words. 

Thofe  wha  lie  under  this  cenfure,  are  forbid  to  enter 
into  any  of  their  churches,  or  in  the  leaft  to  partake  of 
what  they  efteem  holy.  All  chriftians  are  commanded  to 
ftmn  their  company  ;  they  are  efteemed  as  bad  as  here¬ 
tics,  baniftied  human  fociety,  and  given  over  to  the  devil. 

The  occafion  of  pafling  this  fo  fevere  a  fentence  on  a 
fovereign  prince,  thou  wilt  imagine  was  great  ;  and  yet 
it  was  only  for  putting  away  his  firft  wife,  and  marrying 
another  ;  a  thing  commonly  pradfifed  all  over  the  Eaft. 
Should  our  mufties  have  the  fame  power,  there  would  be 
but  few  muffulmen  in  the  facred  mofques. 

But  thefe  infidels  call  marriage  a  great  facrament,  and 
efteem  it  as  violated  when  a  man  repudiates  his  wife  ;  di¬ 
vorces  being  not  allowed  in  any  part  of  Chriftendom,  un- 
lefs  in  cafe  of  adultery. 

People  talk  varioufly  of  the  pope’s  cenfure.  Thofe 
who  favour  the  Countefs  of  Cantecroix,  murmur  at  the 
excommunication,  calling  it  a  breach  of  privileges,  an  un¬ 
heard  of  innovation,  an  attempt  upon  the  life  of  the 
prince.  They  add  alfo,  that  he  ought  firft  to  have  been 
cited,  and  his  cafe  heard  by  the  court,  according  to  the 
canons  and  decrees  of  councils. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  who  juftify  this  proceed¬ 
ing  of  the  pope,  and  accufe  the  duke  of  barbarous  in¬ 
gratitude,  for  leaving  his  lawful  wife,  by  whom  he  got 
his  eftate,  and  with  whom  he  had  lived  many  years. 
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However,  the  Duke’  of  Dorrain  has  puhiifned  a  pro- 
teftation  agwainft  the  p’bpe’^s  proceedings,  and  caufed  his 
procurator-general  to  do  the  like  ;  avriting  letters  alio  to 
the  prehdents  and  counfeilors  of  the  fovereign  court  of 
Lorrain  and  Earois,  cominanding  tliem  not  to  take  any 
notice  of  the  pope’s  cenfure  ;  it  being  actually  null  and 
void,  becaufe  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
church, 

It-is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  thus  excommunicated 
prince,  in  the  ccnclufron  of  his  proteft,  appeals  neverthe- 
lefs  to  the  fovereign  bilhop,  when  he  fhall  be  better  in¬ 
formed,  Hill  profelhng  ?,n  eternal  obedience  to  the 
church. 

It  is  a  ftrange  unaccountable  power  the  popes  of  Rome 
claim  over  emperors  and  princes.  In  hk  public  letters, 
briefs,  or  patents,  he  ftyles  liimfelf,  The  Servant  of  the 
Servants  of  God ;  yet,  in  his  aftions,  he  alfumes  a  fo- 
vereignty  over  kings,  calling  all  the  princes  in  Chriifen- 
dom  his  fons,  and  chaftifing  them  as  fuch,  when  he  fees 
occafion.  All  this  proceeds  from  the  difference  they  make 
between  the  temporal  and  the  fpiritual  fword  j  fo  that, 
-when  their  forces  have  been  routed,  the  city  of  R.ome 
facked,  and  themfelves  taken  prifoners  by  the  force  of 
the  former  ;  yet  they  have,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  dint 
of  the  latter,  fubdued  their  conquerors,  and  in  the  rnidft 
of  captivity  celebrated  a  triumph. 

Sparc  not  to  command  me,  if  '  thou  canft  propofe  any 
method  of  doing  thee  fervice. 

God,  the  Effence  of  Effences,  purify  us,  and  wafh  a- 
way  our  imperfections. 

Paris,  zjth  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  i64Z. 
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XVII. — To  Bedredin,  Superior  of  the  Dervtfes  of  the 
Convent  of  Cogny,  In  Natolia. 

A  RT  thou  alive,  venerable  old  man,  or  muft  I  expeft  my 
anfwer  in  the  other  world  ?  I  have  often  writ  to  thee, 
and  more  often  inquired  after  thy  health,  when  I  had 
opportunity  ;  but  have  received  no  anfwer,  nor  heard 
any  news  of  thee  thefe  feven  moons,  which  feem  fo  many 
years,  to  a  man  who  would  be  ready  to  die  for  joy, 
could  he  receive  the  leaft  affurance  that  thou  art  yet  alive. 

Without  doubt,  thou  lived  wherever  thou  art,  and 
lived  in  perfedljoy  and  peace,  the  rewards  of  thy  con- 
fummate  faniflity  and  virtue.  Either  thou  dill  enjoyed 
a  heaven  ou  earth,  thy  incornipt  foul  being  a  paradife  to 
itfelf ;  or,  thou  had  tranflated  thy  reddence  from  earth 
to  heaven,  to  augment  the.  number  and  joys  of  the 
bleffcd. 

Well !  I  will  fuppofe  and  hope  thou  art  alive,  and  that 
this  letter  will  come  to  thy  hand  :  I  will  therefore  make 
thee  an  acceptable  prefent. 

Thou  had  often  fpoke  with  much  affedfion  and  re¬ 
verence  of  JESUS,  the  Meffias  of  the  Chridians,  as  all 
good  muffulmen  ought  to  do,  being  taught  by  the  Al¬ 
coran  in  fcveral  chapters,  that  he  was  a  holy  prophet, 
and  in  the  number  of  the  divine  favourites. 

I  have  met  with  an  authentic  defcription  of  his  perfon 
in  the  king’s  library,  and  have  tranflated  it  into  Arabic 
for  thy  fatisfaftion.  Publius  Lentulus  being  prefident  of 
Judea,  fent  it  to  the  Senate  of  Rome,  when  the  fame  of 
Jefus  began  to  fpread  abroad  iri  the  world  :  Thefe  are 
his  words  : 

“  There  lives  at  this  time  in  Judea,  a  man  of  Angular 
virtue,  whofe  name  is  Jefus  Chrid,  whom  the  barbari- 
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ans  efteem  a  prophet  ;  but  his  own  followers  adore  him 
as  the  offspring  of  the  Immortal  Gods.  He  calls  back 
the  dead  from  their  graves,  and  heals  all  forts  of  difeafes 
with  a  word  or  a  touch.  He  is  taU  and  well  lhaped,  of 
an  amiable  reverend  afpedt ;  his  hair  of  a  colour  that  can 
hardly  be  matched,  falling  into  graceful  curls  below  his 
cars,  and  very  agreeably  couching  on  his  {boulders,  part¬ 
ed  on  the  crown  of  the  head  like  the  Nazarites.  His 
forehead  is  fmooth  and  large,  his  cheeks  without  other 
fpot  fave  that  of  a  lovely  red  ;  his  nofe  and  mouth  form¬ 
ed  with  exquifitc  fymmetry  ;  his  beard  thick,  and  of  a 
colour  fuitable  to  the  hair  of  his  head,  reaching  an  inch 
below  his  chin,  and  parting  in  the  middle  like  a  fork ; 
his  eyes  bright,  clear,  and  ferene.  He  rebukes  with  ma- 
jelly,  counfels  with  mildnefs  ;  his  whole  addrefs,  whether 
in  word  or  deed,  being  elegant  and  grave  ;  no  man  has 
feen  him  laugh  ;  but  he  has  wept  frequently  ;  he  is  very 
temperate,  modell,  and  wife ;  a  man  for  his  excellent 
beauty  and  divine  perfedlions  furpaffing  the  children  of 
men.” 

I  fend  thee  this  pidlure  of  the  Chrillians  Meffias,  not 
drawn  by  the  pencil  of  the  painter,  but  by  the  pen  of  a 
Roman  governor  ;  and  therefore  it  may  pafs  for  authen¬ 
tic.  I  have  often  heard  thee  praife  the  original,  and 
condemn  fome  too  fuperftitious  muffulmen,  who,  in  their 
miftaken  zeal  for  the  Alcoran,  have  blafphemed  this  Holy 
Prophet ;  a  man  whom  the  Alcoran  itfelf  mentions  in 
feveral  chapters,  llyling  him.  The  Breath  and  Word  of 
God. 

Certainly,  malediftion  becomes  not  the  mouth  of  a 
true  believer  ;  and  he  who  curfes  God,  or  any  of  the 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  prophets,  lhall  be  ex* 
eluded  their  fociety  in  paradife. 
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I  give  thee  a  final  adieu,  O  holy  dervife !  defiring, 
that  this  charafter  of  the  Melfiah  may  he  tranferibed  in 
letters  of  gold  on  filken  paper,  and  laid  up  in  the  library 
of  thy  convent.  Adieu,  Live  for  ever. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XVIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Various  are  the  difcouifes  of  people  in  this  place  con¬ 
cerning  the  redudlion  of  Afac ;  for  Paris,  like  Athens  of 
old,  is  the  receptacle  of  all  the  news  in  the  world. 

The  French  are  naturally  a  martial  people,  delighting 
much  in  the  affairs  of  war  ;  and  when  the  news  came  laft 
year  of  the  raifing  the  fiege  of  Afac,  with  all  the  particulars 
of  the  defendants  bravery,  notwithftanding  the  union  of 
fo  great  forces  againfl;  them,  they  highly  applauded  the 
valour  and  conftancy  of  the  Coflacs,  whom  neither  threats 
nor  promifes,  gentle  means  nor  vigorous  affaults,  could 
prevail  upon  to  furrendcr  up  their  town,  but  forced  their 
befiegers  to  return  home  with  the  lofs  of  above  twelve 
thoufand  Turks,  befides  Moldavians,  Walachians,  and 
Tartars. 

But  now  they  begin  to  change  their  notes,  and  to  ad¬ 
mire  the  invincible  force  of  the  Ottoman  arms,  which 
hew  their  way  through  the  moll  formidable  difficulties, 
to  lay  empires,  kingdoms,  and  flates  at  the  feet  of  our 
vidlorious  fultan. 

I  have  received  a  particular  account  from  Nathan  Ben 
Saddi,  of  the  taking  of  that  city.  He  tells  me,  that  at 
the  news  of  thofe  great  preparations  which  were  making 
by  land  and  fea  againfl  it,  the  inhabitants  being  denied 
the  protedllon  of  the  Mufeovites,  which  was  their  foie 
refuge  in  this  extremity,  abandoned  the  town,  carrying 
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with  them  their  goods,  and  demolifiiing  their  houfes,  fo 
that  there  was  bui  fmall  prey  left  for  our  fuldievs. 

It  is  the  general  difcourfe  of  this  court,  that  there  is 
a  fon  born  to  Sultan  Ibrahim.  I  ftiould  heartily  rejoice, 
were  I  allured  the  news  were  true  ;  but  there  is  no  di- 
fpatch  as  yet  to  confirm  it.  Befides,  I  have  received  ad¬ 
vice  from  Conllantinople,  which  almoft  difeourages  me 
from  ever  hoping  for  fo  fortunate  an  event. 

God  lengthen  thy  days,  and  make  thee  happy  both  in 
this  world,  and  in  paradife. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XIX. — To  Mustapka,  Bajfa  of  Sili/lria, 

Thou  haft  no  reafon  to  repine  at  the  exchange  of  thy 
government,  though  thy  prefent  power  be  circumferibed 
within  narrower  limits  than  it  was  in  Egypt.  That  gra¬ 
nary  of  the  world  never  afforded  thee  fuch  a  harveft  of 
laurels  as  thoa  haft  reaped  on  the  banks  of  the  Black  Sea. 
The  conqueft  of  Afac  has  loaded  thee  with  honours,  and 
the  moderation  thou  haft  in  the  midft  of  triumphs,  has 
captivated  greater  numbers  of  the  Coffacs,  than  could  the 
dint  of  thy  cymetar.  Though  the  foundations  of  king¬ 
doms  are  laid  in  blood,  yet  the  fuperftrudlure  is  cemented 
with  clemency  ;  and  the  Roman  f^^fars,  by  timely 
Iheathing  their  fwords,  faftened  to  their  empire  the  pro¬ 
vinces  they  had  won  by  drawing  tliem. 

I  am  bound  to  write  often  to  the  minifters  of  the 
Porte  ;  and  all  my  moments  are  confecrated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Grand  Signior,  who  has  a  right  to  command 
all  mankind  :  Yet  the  fame  of  thy  late  vidtory  reaching 
thefe  parts,  and  giving  occafion  of  difcourfe,  I  ftole  tins 
time  from  myfelf,  not  from  ray  great  mailer  (it  being 
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the  hour  of  fleep),  to  tell  thee  what  the  world  fays  of 
thee. 

They  do  not  compare  thee  to  Hannibal,  Scipio,  or 
Alexander  the  Great :  Thou  thyfelf  wouldeft  take  him 
for  a  flatterer,  that  fliould  ufe  fuch  an  expreffion  :  But 
they  fay,  the  method  thou  haft  taken  to  fweeten  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  Coflacs, '  and  invite  them  back  to  their  a- 
bandoned  habitations,  has  fome  refemblance  with  the 
condudl  of  Selim,  a  general  of  Orchanes’s  army,  who, 
after  he  had  taken  the  city  of  Prufa,  forbid  his  foldiers, 
on  pain  of  death,  to  touch  the  goods  of  the  inhabitants, 
or  commit  any  infolent  action.  The  moderation  of  this 
conqueror  not  only  rendered  the  citizens  eafy  and  will¬ 
ing  to  fubmit  to  their  new  lord,  but  the  fame  of  it  fpread- 
ing  abroad,  he,  with  little  bloodftied,  reduced  all  the  ad¬ 
joining  countries  under  fubjeftion. 

It  is  reported  of  the  great  and  viftorious  Saladine,  that 
he  took  more  pleafure  in  winning  the  hearts  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  than  in  conquering  their  perfons.  This  prince 
had  a  faying  very  common  in  his  mouth,  “  That  he  did 
the  office  of  a  barber  and  gardener,  fliaving  the  fuper- 
fluities,  and  pruning  the  excrefcences,  of  overgrown 
kingdoms  and  ftatcs,  not  deftroying  them  root  and 
branch.”  It  is  certain,  he  endeavoured,  in  all  his  con- 
quefts,  to  mollily  the  averfion  of  his  enemies,  by  a6ls  of 
generofity. 

Thou  wilt  expect  fome  news  from  a  man  in  my  poft ; 
and  I  cannot  entertain  thee  with  more  agreeable  intelli¬ 
gence,  than  what  is  the  common  theme  of  difcourfe  at 
this  time. 

Edward,  Duke  of  Parma,  has  entered  into  the  pope’s 
territories  with  three  thoufand  feleft  horfe,  where  he 
marches,  dragooning  up  and  down  the  country,  bringing 
terror  and  confufion  wherever  he  comes.  He  conquers 
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without  drawing  his  fword,  the  pope’s  army  flying  be¬ 
fore  him. 

This  prince  is  by  nature  very  fierce  and  active,  and  lias 
a  peculiar  gift  of  obliging  his  foldiers,  by  treating  them 
with  a  frank  affable  carriage,  free  from  the  ilately  re- 
fervednefs  to  which  men  in  authority  are  accuftomed. 
By  this  deportment,  he  has  infenfibly  ftole  their  affec¬ 
tions  ;  they  are  ready  to  follow  him  all  over  the  world. 

When  the  princes  of  Italy  fall  out  -with  one  another, 
they  generally  engage  the  French  and  the  Spaniards  in 
the  quarrel.  But  the  Duke  of  Parma  rcfufed  the  aflift- 
ance  which  the  former  proffered  him,  of  two  thoufand 
men,  provided  they  might  be  difpofed  in  garrifons ;  He 
was  jealous  left  the  French  defigned  to  play  their  old 
game  ;  and  that,  when  they  were  once  houfed  in  his  ci¬ 
ties  and  ftrong  holds,  it  would  be  difficult  to  unkennel 
them. 

He  has  a  new  way  of  winning  towns,  cariy-lng  with 
him  neither  infantry,  cannon,  ammunition,  nor  any  other 
provifions  neceflarj'  to  a  campaign  :  Yet,  when  he  ap¬ 
proached  towards  Smola  in  his  road  to  Bologna,  the  go¬ 
vernor  fent  the  keys  of  the  town  to  him  in  his  march ; 
which  he  made  no  other  ufe  of,  than  to  give  his  troops 
a  paffage  through  the  place,  refigning  them  up  again. 
By  thefe  noble  afts,  he  paved  himfelf  an  eafy  way  through 
the  Ecclefiaftic  State,  his  army  being  fumlflied  with  vic¬ 
tuals  in  abundance,  without  plunder  or  infolency. 

The  firft  occafion  of  this  quarrel  proceeded  from  fame 
contempt  put  upon  the  Prince  of  Parma,  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  by  the  nephews  of  Pope  Urban  ;  and  the  dlfgufts 
have  fince  been  improved  to  that  height,  as  to  engage 
the  State  of  Venice,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufeany,  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  and  other  princes,  in  the  care  of  the 
general  intereft  of  Italy. 
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They  proceed  with  mediations  and  overtures  of  peace 
in  one  hand,  whilft  the  fvvord  is  brandiihed  with  the  o- 
ther,  amufing  one  another  with  treaties  to  gain  time. 
The  lofs  of  Caftro,  a  ftrong  town  on  the  borders  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical  State,  fpurs  on  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  re¬ 
venge  himfelf  on  the  Barberini’s  ;  whilft  the  Republic  of 
Venice  ftrives  to  mitigate  his  fiercenefs,  and  accommo¬ 
date  affairs,  efpoufing  his  caufe,  but  fearful  of  his  raffi- 
nefs,  left  his  impetuous  humour  fhould  carry  him  to  the 
walls  of  Rome,  and  bring  things  to  extremities  j  for  all 
the  princes  of  Italy  profefs  an  inviolate  obedience  to  the 
pope,  who  fcems  to  inherit  the  authority  of  the  ancient 
Roman  emperors. 

Thou  mayeft  comprehend  by  what  I  have  faid,  how 
eafy  it  were  at  fuch  a  jund^re,  when  all  the  principali¬ 
ties  in  Italy  are,  as  it  were,  disjointed,  to  bring  them 
under  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  power.  This  is  what  the 
Spaniards  and  French  have  for  a  long  time  been  nibbling 
at,  and  whereof  the  Republic  of  Venice  are  fo  jealous, 
that  they  never  fide  with  one  party  to  the  ruin  of  ano¬ 
ther,  but  endeavour  to  keep  all  the  interefts  of  Italy  in 
an  equilibrium,  till  they  are  reconciled  and  united,  left 
the  party  which  finds  Itfelf  moft  w’eakened,  ftiould  feek 
the  proteftlon  of  one  of  thofe  potent  crowns,  who  would 
not  fail  to  ftrike  two  ftrokes  for  themfelves,  if  they  are 
defired  to  ftrike  one  for  the  opprefled  Italian. 

The  Chriftians  call  Italy  the  garden  of  Europe ;  and 
if  the  allufion  may  hold,  the  King  of  Spain  has  pofleflcd 
himfelf  of  two  ftately  grottos  in  it,  Naples  and  Milan  : 
Yet  it  is  a  queftion,  whether  the  coft  in  maintaining  thefe 
two  cities,'  will  countervail  the  honour  of  being  their  fo- 
vereign  at  fuch  a  diftance.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  his 
dominions  in  Mexico  and  Peru.  This  is  the  peculiar 
happinefs  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  that  aU  the  members 
of  fo  vaft  a  body  lie  contiguous  to  each  other. 
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The  Monarch  of  the  W orld  above,  and  this  below, 
hicreafe  the  territories  of  our  invincible  fultan  ;  and  by 
continually  fupplying  our  armies  with  fuch  fortunate 
leaders  as  Muftapha,  fubdue  all  nations  to  the  true  faith. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1^42, 


XX. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 

State, 

1  HAVE  heard  with  forrow,  the  difappointment  the  Sul- 
tan’s  forces  met  with  in  the  taking  of  Rab.  The  Chrif- 
tians  accufe  him  of  breach  of  the  capitulation,  on  which 
a  peace  was  concluded  for  twenty  years,  between  the 
Happy  Porte  and  the  Empejor  of  Germany. 

If  the  ftratagem  by  which  they  defigned  to  take  this 
town  he  truly  related  to  me,  it  feems  to  be  a  copy  of 
the  Grecian  artifice  in  taking  Troy,  bating  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  many  carts,  and  one  wooden  horfe. 

That  officer  who  difeovered  the  intrigue,  though  he 
had  hunted  in  vain  all  the  former  part  of  the  day,  yet 
returned  with  good  game  at  laft,  when  he  had  enfnared 
our  carted  fo Idlers  within  the  tolls,  got  them  within  the 
walls  of  the  city,  and  diawn  up  the  drawbridge  upon  the 
ambufh  which  lay  behind.  The  emperor,  it  feems,  takes 
it  mightily  to  heart ;  and,  as  I  hear,  has  fent  an  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Porte,  to  complain  of  this  tranfadflon. 

The  court  here  is  not  very  folicitous  for  his  intereft, 
nor  will  they  be  much  troubled  to  find  that  his  ambaffa- 
dor  has  but  a  cold  reception  at  Conftantinople ;  for  the 
differences  between  the  Kings  of  France  and  the  Houfe 
of  Auflria  are  too  deeply  grounded,  to  fuffer  any  good 
underftanding  or  affeftion  to  take  place  between  them. 

And  the  Cardinal  of  Richlieu  was  heard  to  fay,  not 
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many  days  ago,  “  That  fince  the  German  Eagle  was  fo 
greedy,  he  would  give  her  a  bone  to  pick  would  break 
her  bill.”  This  was  fpoken  in  relation  to  the  Emperor’s 
encroachments  on  the  Palatiixite,  and  his  feizures  of  Ju- 
liers  and  Treves. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  league  is  renewed  between 
the  Shining  Porte  and  the  King  of  Perfia,  that  fo  the  nerves 
of  the  Sacred  Empire  maybe  wholly  employed  in  Hungary. 

Paris,  lath  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XXI. — To  Enguruli  Emir  Cheik,  a  Man  of  the 

Laiv. 

TuisWeftern  World  lies  drowned  in  wickednefs,  or 
rather  is  fet  on  fire  with  fin.  I  fweat  while  I  am  within 
the  confines  of  the  air  of  Chriftcndom.  An  univerfal 
peililence  infers  the  fouls  of  men,  from  whence  their 
words  breathe  nothing  but  contagion.  Even  fuch  as  one 
would  take  for  holy  faints,  are  mere  cheats ;  and,  like 
thofe  fruits  that  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  Lake  Afphal- 
tites,  they  are  fair  and  beautiful  without ;  but  bring 
them  to  the  touchftone,  and  you  will  find  them  mere 
corruption  and  rottennefs  within.  The  Laity  openly 
wallow  in  aU  debauchery  and  licentious  praftices  ;  nor  are 
the  Clergy  lefs  exempt  from  fecret  enormities  ;  while  the 
Ecclefiaftic  veftments  ferve  but  as  cloaks  to  pride,  am¬ 
bition,  covetoufnefs,  and  other  concomitant  vices.  The 
fword  of  juftice  itfelf,  or,  at  leaft,  that  which  ought  to 
be  fo,  ferves  to  divide  the  fpoils  of  the  poor,  the  widow, 
and  the  orphan.  In  court  and  camp  all  offices  are  bought 
and  fold,  without  regard  to  merit  or  the  public  good. 
Pie  that  bids  highell,  is  firft  preferred  ;  and  the  beft  mo¬ 
nied  chapman  is  the  moft  meritorious  candidate.  Thefc 
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are  the  efcapes  of  princes,  and  the  defigns  of  favourites  ; 
\vhilft  the  eafinefs  of  the  one,  abufed  by  the  craft  and 
fubtlety  of  the  other,  expofes  places  of  higheft  truft,  as 
in  an  exchange,  to  become  the  merchandife  of  every  ped¬ 
dling  hacklier  ;  and  brave  and  generous  fouls  are  many 
times  put  by,  though  the  royal  promife  itfelf  has  pafled 
ill  their  behalf.  This  is  eminently  the  unhappinefs  of 
the  French  court ;  and  it  is  thought  the  late  Duke  of 
Luynes,  and  the  prefect  Cardinal  Richlieu,  both  of  them 
favourites  to  the  prefent  king,  could  not  have  fwelled 
their  colters  v/ith  fuch  heaps  of  gold,  but  by  thefe  finiller 
methods. 

I  am  credibly  informed  by  an  old  French  courtier, 
tliat  Monfieur  Belviile,  a  gentleman  of  the  province  of 
I.anguedoc,  fpared  not  to  pafs  this  refledlion  on  the 
Duke  of  Luynes,  even  in  the  king’s  prefence.  Being 
at  Bourdeaux,  while  the  King  celebrated  his  nuptials 
with  the  Infanta  of  Spain,  in  a  moll  magnificent  man¬ 
ner,  one  day  coming  to  the  court  in  his  mourning  coach 
(his  father  being  newly  dead),  he  was  reprehended 
by  Monfieur  Cabinet,  younger  brother  to  the  Duke 
of  Luynes,  for  appearing  at  court  in  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  time  of  joy  with  a  mourning  coach  :  “  O,  Sir 
(fays  Belviile),  the  bravery  of  your  brother’s  coach  may 
excufe  the  meannefs  of  mine,  fince  he  borrowed  all  the 
gold  I  had  to  equip  himfelf  for  this  triumphant  feafon.” 
This  I  was  told  by  one  that  was  prefent,  and  heard  the 
words ;  and  the  occafion  of  them  alfo  he  was  not  igno¬ 
rant  of,  which  was  this  : 

Monfieur  Belviile  being  a  gentleman  of  a  noble  family, 
and  one  whofe  eminent  virtues  and  ferviccs  might  have 
entitled  him  to  fome  fultable  dignity,  but  being  low  in 
his  fortune,  was  not  regarded  or  taken  notice  of,  till  he 
addrefied  himfelf  to  the  Duke  of  Luynes ;  who,  upon  the 
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receipt  of  fifteen  hundred  crowns,  promifed  hnn  to  make 
him  Cavalier  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  a  dignity 
next  to  that  of  the  Peers  of  the  Realm,  and  which  is  a 
fair  ftep  to  it.  But,  inftead  of  performing  his  promife, 
after  he  had  got  his  money,  he,  by  underhand  praftices, 
jrrocured  him  to  be  banifhcd  the  court;  neither  did  he  ever 
come  near  it  till  this  marriage  aforefaid  was  taken  in  hand, 
at  which  time  his  father  dying  at  Bourdeaux,  and  being 
there  alfo  buried,  he,  by  the  mediation  of  fome  friend, 
procured  a  repeal  of  his  banifiiment,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  the  king  fenfible  of  the  duke’s 
injuftice.  But  it  took  not  the  defired  cffedf ;  for  he  was, 
upon  thofe  words  immediately  imprifoncd,  where  he 
foon  after  died  of  grief.  Thus  is  oppreffion,  murder, 
and  violence  countenanced  by  authority  among  t'hefe  in¬ 
fidels. 

But  thou,  Sage  Interpreter  of  our  Law,  and  Patron 
of  Virtue,  vouchfa^e  me  thy  counfel,  that  I  may  learn  not 
to  be  corrupted  by  convcrfing  with  thefe  uncircumcifed. 

Paris,  I2th  of  the  9th  Mcori,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XXII. — To  the  Mojl  Hilarious  VisiER  Azem,  at  the 

Porte. 


T H  E  enemies  of  the  Ottoman  intereft,  ever  fince  the 
time  that  our  late  Invincible  Sultan  Amurath  had  caufed 
his  uncle  Muftapha  to  be  ftrangled,  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  vain  hopes  of  feeing  that  royal  line  extimff,  it 
being  blazed  abroad  in  all  the  courts  of  Chriftendom,  that 
Sultan  Amurath,  by  exceflive  ufe  of  wine,  had  quite  e- 
nervated  his  natural  vigour,  and  rendered  himfelf  incap¬ 
able  of  getting  any  more  children.  And  the  private 
charge  wliich  he  gave  to  the  Baflas  and  Grandees  of  the 
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Empire,  that  in  cafe  he  died  iffuelefs,  they  fnould  traaf- 
late  the  imperial  diadem  to  the  Tartar,  was  no  fecret 
here.  Every  body  looked  upon  our  prefent  happy  fo- 
-vereign,  Sultan  Ibrahim,  as  a  man  defigned  for  a  facri- 
fice  to  his  brother’s  hatred,  and  that  he  would  not  long 
furvive  the  fate  of  his  uncle  Muftapha. 

I  have  heard  a  grave  and  experienced  ftatefman  fay, 
that  he  hoped  to  fee  the  Ottoman  empire  (after  the  death 
of  Amurath)  rent  into  as  many  and  fatal  divifions  by  the 
ambitious  beglerbegs,  baffas,  and  other  governors  of  pro¬ 
vinces,  as  the  empire  of  Alexander  the  Great  was  by  the 
commanders  of  his  army  after  his  death,  who  ihared  it 
among  themfelves,  and  cantonized  it  into  as  many  prin¬ 
cipalities  as  there  were  captains  to  make  pretenllons,  ei¬ 
ther  by  merit  or  the  fword. 

But  praife  be  to  God,  Lord  of  the  Univerfe,  the  So¬ 
vereign  Protedlor  of  the  empire  eftabliflied  by  his  own 
hands,  the  hopes  of  the  Infidels  are  defeated  ;  Ottoman 
is  not  left  without  an  heir  to  fit  upon  the  throne,  an  heir 
of  his  blood,  as  well  as  of  his  empire. 

The  birth  of  Sultan  Mahomet  is  no  fmall  news  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  after  it  had  been  generally  reported,  that  his  father 
Sultan  Ibrahim  was  impotent.  The  ladies  of  the  court 
here  begin  to  entertain  a  better  opinion  of  him,  and  the 
grandees  frame  more  mafculine  ideas  of  our  glorious  mo¬ 
narch. 

God  augment  the  Imperial  offspring,  and  perpetuate 
the  Ottoman  fway,  till  the  day  of  the  balance. 

1  bow  my  forehead  to  the  carpets  whereon  thou  tread- 
eft,  and  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  rich  veil.  God  increafe  thy 
graces  and  felicities. 

Paris,  1 2th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  164*. 
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XXIIL— ro  the  fame. 

It  is  not  lawful  for  a  fiave  to  pry  into  the  aftions  of  his 
fovereign  lord,  much  lefs  to  cenfure  his  conduft  with 
boldnefs  ;  but  miferable  is  that  prince,  w’ho,  amongft  ail 
his  pretended  friends  and  fervants,  has  none  fo  faithful 
and  difcreet  as  to  w'arn  him  of  dangers  which  are  ready 
to  devour  him. 

I  cannot  but  highly  applaud  the  feverity  of  thy  juftice 
in  taking  away  the  life  of  that  Perllan  traitor  laft  year, 
who,  by  his  accurfed  infinuatlons  and  example,  baftened 
the  death  of  our  late  viflorious  fovereign  Sultan  Amu- 
rath,  upon  whom  be  the  mercies  of  God. 

That  heretic,  though  an  emir,  of  the  race  of  our  Holy 
Prophet,  and -adorned  with  the  immarceffible  colour 
which  is  appropriated  to  fanflity  and  virtue,  yet  refrain¬ 
ed  not  from  idolatry,  being  a  daily  votary  to  Bacchus. 
He  it  was  who  firft  taught  the  unfortunate  fultan  to  drink 
wine,  which  he  afterwards  praftlfed  to  that  excefs  as  be¬ 
trayed  him  to  many  inconveniencies,  and  at  laft  to  death 
itfelf. 

But  fuffer  me  to  allc  thee  why  thou  doft  not  alfo  take 
an  equal  revenge  on  Muftapha  Baffa,  who  was  as  guilty 
as  the  Perfian,  being  not  only  a  companion,  but  a  zeal¬ 
ous  promoter  of  the  royal  debauches  ?  It  was  he  who 
hrfl  propofcd  that  fatal  match  of  drinking  which  call  the 
ft’.kan  into  a  mortal  fever,  of  w’hich  he  died  in  lefs  than  a 
week. 

I  lliould  not  prefume  to  fay  thefe  things  to  thee,  nor 
to  call  pall  mifcarrlages  to  remembrance,  were  I  not  cer¬ 
tainly  infprm.ed,  that  the  fame  Muftapha  is  pradliling  his 
old  trade  with  the  prefent  Sultan  Ibrahim,  endeavouring 
to  enervate  the  royal  blood,  and  withdraw  the  fultan  from 
the  juft  obfervance  of  our  holy  law,  to  the  impious  pro- 
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fanatlons  of  the  Infidels.  I  am  commanded  to  give  intel¬ 
ligence  of  all  important  affairs  to  thee  and  the  other  great 
minifters  of  Hate  :  I  thought  none  more  weiglity  than 
that  which  regards  the  life  of  my  fovereign. 

I  have  done  my  duty  ;  I  leave  the  procefs  to  thee,  who 
art  the  oracle  of  government. 

God  direft  thy  feet  in  the  path  of  juftice,  which  will 
affuredly  lead  thee  to  the  gardens  of  Eden,  where  thou 
/halt  enjoy  eternal  repofe  and  fupreme  felicity. 

Paris,  i(J.h  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XXIV. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti,  Prince  of  the  Religion 
of  the  Turks. 

I  RECEIVED  the  difpatch  of  thy  fanftlty,  wherein  thou 
hall  renovated  my  foul,  and  rellored  me  to  a  found  con- 
filtence  of  fpirit.  My  doubts  are  vanillied  ;  I  am  no  long¬ 
er  racked  with  torturing  fcruples  about  my  condudl ;  thy 
abfolution  has  obliterated  the  fcntence  my  fears  had  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  me. 

As  to  the  penance  thou  haft  enjoined  me,  it  is  ration¬ 
al,  and  adapted  to  the  quality  of  my  crime.  I  have  coun¬ 
terfeited  a  Chrillian,  that  I  might  the  better  perform  the 
duty  of  a  Muffulman  :  I  have  feemed  devoutly  attentive 
to  the  Roman  I\IIffal,  that  I  might  be  inlrrumental  to 
propagate  the  Alcoran  ;  and  for  this  religious  fault,  thou 
requireft  that  I  flrould  inform  thee  how  the  Chriftians  be¬ 
have  themfclves  in  their  temples,  where  I  have  been  fo 
often  a  fpedlator  of  their  ceremonies.  I  fubmit  with  an 
abfolute  refignation  and  a  willing  compliance  to  thy  ve¬ 
nerable  injundion,  and  will  briefly  relate  v.  hat  I  have  ob- 
ferved. 

Thefe  infidels  feem  to  be  ambitious  of  Imitating  the 
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jandefiled  religion,  and  they  prove  but  bad  mimics  ; 
for  as  we  are  taught  to  wafh  our  bodies  before  we  enter 
the  facred  mofques,  fo  they,  at  the  entrance  of  their 
churches,  dip  their  fingers  in  certain  veflels  filled  with 
water  and  fait,  and  fprinkle  their  foreheads  therewith,  as 
though  their  purity  lay  in  a  fwoon,  and  were  thus  to  be 
recovered  to  life  again  ;  or,  that  the  uncleannefs  of  their 
whole  bodies  were  contradled  into  the  face.  They  efleem 
the  water  holy,  and  yet  they  trifle  with  it  as  an  indiffer¬ 
ent  thing.  One  would  think  they  fhould  be  defirous  to 
bathe  themfelves  all  over,  and  let  every  pore  in  their  flcin 
imbibe  the  fandlified  liquor  ;  but  they  feem  rather  to  ufc 
it  as  a  charm  ;  for  after  they  have  fprinkled  a  few  drops 
on  their  faces,  and  muttered  to  themfelves  two  or  three 
words,  they  think  they  have  chafed  all  impurity  from 
them  in  a  fright,  and  boldly  prefent  themfelves  before 
the  altars.  Herein  alfo  they  deviate  from  the  pracfice  of 
former  Chriftians,  who  (if  their  own  church  hiftories  be 

'  t 

true)  were  accuftomed  to  wafh  their  arms  and  feet  in  cer¬ 
tain  cifterns  before  they  entered  the  temples,  whereof  the 
fountains  and  lavatories  remaining  yet  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  holy  and  magnificent  mofque  of  Sanfta  Sophia  at 
Conllantinople  are  a  {landing  teflimony ;  for  the  Greek 
infcriptions  fhow  that  fome  of  them  at  leafl  were  contriv¬ 
ed  by  the  builders  of  this  glorious  temple  in  the  time  of 
Juflinian  the  emperor,  for  the  purification  of  fuch  as 
came  thither  to  worfhip  ;  by  which  it  is  manifefl;  that 
thefe  modern  infidels  degenerate  from  thofe  more  ancient 
ones. 

Another  thing  offends  me  alfo,  which  is  this  :  They 
believe  the  Divinity  is  prefent  in  their  temples  after  a  pe¬ 
culiar  and  extraordinary  manner,  and  yet  they  fuffer  dogs 
to  profane  them  with  their  vileft  excrements :  They  fpare 
for  no  coft  to  adorn  their  churches,  and  their  altars  are 
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enriched  with  invaluable  treafures  of  filver,  gold,  and  pre¬ 
cious  Hones,  and  yet,  after  all,  they  muft  become  the  re¬ 
ceptacles  of  the  dung  of  fordid  animals. 

Thefe  wicked  wretches  alfo  walk  up  and  down  in  thefe 
facred  places,  talking  of  their  common  affairs,  as  though 
they  were  on  the  Exchange  or  in  the  market-place. 

But  that  which  is  to  be  had  in  greateft  abomination 
is,  that  it  is  common  for  men  to  make  love  to  the  women 
in  churches.  They  prcfent  themfelves  before  the  altars, 
but  the  faint  whom  they  invocate  is  fome  beautiful  fe¬ 
male.  She  engroiTes  all  their  devotions,  to  her  they  make 
their  vows.  The  amorous  youth  adores  his  millrefs  that 
kneels  by  him,  laden,  perhaps,  with  more  hns  than  him- 
felf.  His  eyes  may  be  fixed  on  the  altar,  or  on  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  images,  but  his  tongue  addrtffes  to  the  more 
charming  idol  near  him  ;  or,  if  his  eyes  are  attentive  on 
his  prayer-book,  he  teaches  it  to  fpeak  nothing  but  the 
foft  and  effeminate  things  of  love.  Thus  dflignations  of 
luff  are  made  in  the  lloufe  of  prayer,  and  the  affairs  of 
Cupid  managed  under  the  mafic  of  religion.  They  fight 
the  battles  of  Venus  under  the  banner  of  their  God. 

I  tell  thee,  venerable  Interpreter  of  the  divine  law,  that 
the  fight  of  thefe  things  has  fometimes  inflamed  my  zeal 
to  that  height,  as,  had  it  not  been  for  an  earneft  defire 
to  do  fome  extraordinary  fervice  to  the  Grand  Signior 
(which  obliged  m.e  to  take  care  of  myfelf),  I  Ihould  cer¬ 
tainly  have  transfixed  thefe  profane  mockers  of  God  on 
the  fpot,  and  facrificed  them  to  a  zeal,  which  thou,  who 
art  piety  itfelf,  wouldft  not,  I  believe,  reprehend. 

I  fold  my  arms,  mort  venerable  fovereign  of  religion, 
and  wrapping  myfelf  in  profound  humility,  I  fall  pro- 
ftrate  to  the  earth,  begging  thy  effedlual  bleffing  and  in- 
tercefflon,  that  I  may  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  the 
happy  in  paradife. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  i6nt. 
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XXV. — To  ike  VisiER  Azem,  Prime  DireSor  of  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Ottoman  Emfire. 

The  notices  I  have  of  the  prefeiit  ftate  of  England,  iir 
compliance  with  thy  commands,  are  not  gained  without 
feme  difficulty.  It  is  not  eafy  for  a  man  that  fits  in  his 
chamber  in  Paris  to  pry  into  the  cabinets  of  foreign 
courts ;  yet  1  will  communicate  to  tliee  fome  intelllgencee 
which  thou  couldlt  not  leara  from  tlie  Englifh  ambafla- 
dor  at  the  Porte,  nor  from  all  the  travellers  of  that  na¬ 
tion  refiding  at  Coiiftaatinople,  Smyrna,  and  Aleppo. 

There  is  a  Jew  whom  they  call  De  Lopez,  a  conhdant 
and  emiffary  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  whom  he  employs  both 
at  home  and  abroad  in  feveral  private  negotiations  and  in¬ 
trigues.  I  have  infinuated  into  this  man’s  familiarity,  and 
(if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it)  I  have  rivetted  myfelf  into  his 
heart.  He  treats  me  with  an  affurance  void  of  jealoufy  ; 
and  thei'e  Is  no  folding  or  angle  in  his  bread  which  I  do. 
not  eafily  penetrate.  I  make  ufe.  of  him  as  an  optic, 
through  which  I  peep  into  the  cardinal’s  fecrets,  and  as 
a  mirror,  in  which  I  behold  the  true  face  of  many  dif- 
guifed  affairs  tranfadled  in  the  remotell  corners  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  there  being  hardly  any  thing  of  moment  done  i;t 
the  courts  of  Chriftian  princes  wherein  the  cardinal  has 
not  a  finger.  He  feems  to  be  the  genius  or  foul  of  Chrif- 
tendom,  communicating  motion,  activity  and  heat,  to  all 
the  grand  intrigues  now  on  foot  In  thefe  weffem  parts  of  . 
the  world. . 

The  commptlons  of  England -feem  to  be  a  complicated 
diilemper  of  the  ftate,  arifing  from  feveral  caufes,  drawn 
to  a  head  by  the  dexterous  artifice  of  this  bufy  fpirit. 
The  prefent  king  of  that  ifland  came  to  the  crown  with 
no  fmall  difadvantages,  his  father  having  exhaufted  the 
treafury,  and  left  him  deeply  in  debt.  He  had'  no  fmall 
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number  of  the  blood-royal  to  maintain,  which  kind  of 
charges,  thou  kriovveft,  our  glorious  fultans,  though  they 
be  mailers  of  infinite  riches,  endeavour  10  avoid,  by  mar¬ 
rying  their  daughters  and  nieces,  whilft  yet  infants,  to 
fome  of  tl'.e  moil  potent  and  wealthy  baffas,  that  fo  their 
port  may  be  kept  up  without  burdening  the  royal  cof¬ 
fers.  But  the  infidel  Princes  are  wanting  in  this  frugal 
providence.  In  the  reign  of  King  James  (this  king’s  fa¬ 
ther)  England  lay  at  eafe,  flumbering  in  the  downy  bed 
of  peace  ;  flie  wallowed  in  pleafures,  and  had  no  other 
unhappinefs  but  in  being  too  happy.  Her  affluence  and 
idlenefs  affefted  the  ftate  with  a  plcthory^.  The  public 
health  cannot  be  long  conferred  without  the  moderate 
exercife  of  war.  Charles,  after  the  death  of  the  old  king, 
being  eftablidied  in  the  throne,  committed  the  affairs  of 
Hate  to  the  management  of  his  minifters,  never  examin¬ 
ing  his  treafury',  nor  calling  to  an  account  his  officers, 
but  indulged  himfclf  in  the  pleafures  moft  agreeable  to 
his  y’^outhful  genius.  He  hunted  in  the  foreffs,  whilll  the 
grandees,  whom-he  intruded  v/ith  his  revenues  and  the 
public  conduft,  had  another  game  to  purfue,  pcllponing 
their  maftcr’s  intereft  and  that  of  the  nation  to  their  own 
private  avarice.  The  favourite  minifter  held  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  Cardinal  Richlieu,  and  by  this  means 
the  court  was  filled  with  French  penfioners,  countenanced 
alfo  by  the  authority  of  the  queen,  who  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  France. 

It  had  been  before  agreej-  in  the  articles  of  the  mar¬ 
riage,  that  the  Queen  of  England  ffiould  have  a  prefixed, 
number  of  P'rench  fervants  ;  but  they,  not  content  with 
their  domeftic  employments  and  attendance  on  her  per- 
fon,  fought  the  management  of  that  eftate  which  King 
Chai'les  had  fettled  on  her  as  a  dowry.  This  would  by 
no  means  agree  with  the  conftitutions  of  the  Englifli. 
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That  ifland  is  a  little  '.vorld  by  itfclf ;  and  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  boaft  of  an  original  freedom  of  birth,  which  is  not 
fo  much  as  dreamed  of  in  all  the  dominions  of  our  invin¬ 
cible  fultans.  Though  the  Enghfli  have  feveral  times 
been  invaded  and  fubdued  by  the  Saxons,  Danes,  and 
French,  yet  it  has  been  rather  by  compofition  than  ex¬ 
tremity  cf  wav  ;  or,  if  it  may  be  called  a  conqueft,  the 
vitlors  have  been  forced  to  yield  to  the  vanquiflied,  in 
aifuring  them  their  ancient  laws,  privileges  and  cuftoms. 
There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  more  jealous  of  this  their 
pretended  birthright ;  and  therefore,  to  avoid  all  occa- 
fions  of  giving  olfence  to  the  nobles  and  gentry,  the  king, 
perceiving  the  infolent  demands  and  carriage  of  the  French 
ccnirtiers,  commanded  them  all,  fave  a  few  creatures  of 
the  favourite  duke,  to  depart  the  kingdom.  This  much 
difgufted  the  queen,  and  Cardinal  Richlicu  was  glad  of 
the  opportunity  to  incenfe  the  King  of  France.  Lewis 
was  nettled  at  the  alfront  offered  to  his  filler ;  yet,  by 
the  dexterity  of  the  Marefchal  Balforapierre,  his  ambaf- 
fadqr  at  the  Englifli  court,  things  were  in  a  way  of >  ac¬ 
commodation,  when  all  was  qualhed  by  the  feizure  which 
the  French  made  of  feveral  Englifii  fliips  ;  and  fo  a  war 
commenced,  far  more  fatal  in  its  confequences  to  Eng¬ 
land  than  to  France. 

The  King  of  England,  roufed  from  his  pleafures  and 
divertifements  by  the  preparations  of  his  potent  neigh¬ 
bour,  began  to  look  about  him,  and  confult  the  public 
fafety  ;  but  when  he  examined  his  treafury,  he  found  it 
empty,  or  at  leaft  at  a  very  low  ebb. 

Behold  here,  fupreme  baffa,  a  ftroke  of  deftiny,  a  con- 
currence  of  caufes,  feeming  remote  and  fmall  in  their  firft 
appearance,  but  in  their  procefs  uniting  and  involving 
that  kingdom  in  ruin. 

Charles  could  not  carry  on  a  war  with  France  without 
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aflting  aid  of  the  Sovereign  Divan  (which  they  call  the 
parliainent)  of  lliat  nation.  It  is  a  fenate  conipofed  o 
above  feven  hundied  of  tlie  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
land.  Thefe  have  the  power  to  make  laws,  raife  taxes, 
and  redrefs  tiie  grievances  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  an 
ill  feafon  to  afl<  the  aflillance  of  his  fubjedls,  who  had  al¬ 
ready  conceived  an  averfion  for  the  royal  dignity.  How¬ 
ever,  a  mighty  fleet  was  ordered  to  be  rigged  and  man¬ 
ned  out.  Cardinal  Richlieu  from  afar  beheld  the  ap¬ 
proaching  ftorm,  and  knew  not  how  to  divert  it  from 
falling  on  France,  but  by  corrupting  the  Engliih  favour¬ 
ite.  De  Lopez,  from  whom  I  received  tliis  intelligence, 
was  employed  in  the  affair ;  he  was  fent  to  London, 
which  is  the  metropolis  of  England,  and  the  place  where 
the  king  ufually  keeps  his  court.  It  was  an  expenfive 
negotiation,  and  coll  the  cardinal  forty  thoufand  dollars, 
which  is  equivalent  to  three  millions  and  two  hundred 
thoufand  of  oar  afpers.  With  this  vail  bribe  he  profe- 
lyted  the  favourite  duke  to  the  interefl;  of  France.  The 
Englifh  navy  confifted  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  fail,  hav¬ 
ing  alfo  twelve  thoufand  landmen  on  board.  It  was  a- 
greed  between  them,  that  the  Englifh  minliler  fhould 
procure  himfelf  to  be  made  admiral  of  thefe  marine  for¬ 
ces.  His  indulgent  mailer  could  deny  notlilng  to  the 
man  whom  he  had  entrufled  w'ith  the  fway  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Now  the  King  of  France  might  fleep  at  quiet, 
fince  the  Englifli  fliips  failed  with  a  French  wind.  They 
landed  upon  the  ifland  of  Ree  ;  but  their  aftions  were  al¬ 
together  tneatrical,  a  mere  fliow  of  war,  without  any 
real  execution,  the  Englifh  general  manifcftly  omitting 
tire  proper  methads  and  favourable  opportunities  of  win¬ 
ning  that  ifland,  his  conduft  fpeaki'ng  as  if  he  came  there 
rather  to  compliment  than  to  fight. 

Thefe  things  mr.de  a  harlh  found  In  England,  and  the 
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nobles  refer, ted  ill  the  double  dealing  of  the  duke  of  Buck- 
inghain  (fo  was  the  Englir.t  general  called).  In  fine,  the 
bad  fuccefs  of  their  forces,  the  expences  they  had  been 
at,  and  the  dlfgrace  they  fuffered  in 'this  war  (four-and- 
forty  of  their  colours  being  carried  to  Paris,  and  hung¬ 
up  in  the  chief  temple  of  this  city  as  trophies  of  the 
French  vifrtory),  incenfed  the  generality  of  the  Englifii 
nation  againti  the  king  and  the  government ;  they  began 
to  accufe  him  in  their  cabals  of  mal-adminillratlon,  and 
the  favourite  duke  was  a  while  after  ftabbed  by  a  ruffian, 
whom  the  rrialcontents  had  hired  to  execute  their  revenge. 

The  alfecilions  of  the  Englilh  appeared  every  day  more 
and  more  alienated  from  the  king  ;  and  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu  had  there  his  agents,  who  were  not  wanting  to  fo- 
ment  the  public  difeontents,  and  by  divers  artifices  to 
draw  the  credulous  people  into  fatfions.  The  French 
penfioners  were  inllrucled  to  deport  themfelves  in  a  man¬ 
ner  every  way  ofFenfivc  to  the  nation.  Black  and  threat¬ 
ening  clouds  feemed  to  hang  over  the  court  of  England, 
exhaled  from  the  ill  blood  of  the  fubjetfis.  The  royal 
dignity  went  retrograde,  and  all  things  tended  to  obfeure 
the  luftre  of  the  crown  ;  yet  there  palTcd  feme -years  be¬ 
fore  things  came  to  extremities,  and  matters,  though  ri¬ 
pened,  yet  were  not  brought  to  an  open  rupture  till  Scot¬ 
land  lanced  the  fore. 

This  nation  is  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of  England,  and 
makes  one  half  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain.  They  are 
a  warlike  people,  patient  of  labour,  accuftomed  to  the 
rigour  of  an  extreme  cold  climate,  great  travellers,  fubtle, 
proud  and  inconftant. 

After  that  which  fome  call  Herefy,  others  a  Reforma¬ 
tion,  had  begun  to  alienate  many  kingdoms  and  provinces 
from  the  Roman  church,  the  Scots,  greedy  of  novelties, 
and  fpurred  on  by  the  ambitious  pretexts  of  one  of  their 
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gi'andecs,  who,  under  the  mai-c  of  religion,  fought  the 
crown,  introduced  innovations  into  their  church.  Tliey 
faook  off  at  once  all  their  obedience  to  the  Pope,  and  fet 
up  fuch  a  form  of  religious  difcipline  as  was  altogether 
antinionarchical  ;  and  their  preachers  ceafed  not  to  inflil 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people  democratic  principles.  Thus 
continued  affairs,  till  King  Charles,  not  infenhble  of  thefe 
things,  and  willing  to  new-model  that  church,  they  took 
up  anus  againil  him,  knowing  that  he  would  not  be  able 
to  raife  forces  to  chaflife  them,  without  calling  a  pailia- 
inent.  T’.e  parliament  of  England  was  at  that  time  full 
of  ScettiC  prcLlytes,  men  of  feditiov.s  and  turhident  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  fo  that  the  king  was  like  to  find  but  little  favour 
among  them.  However,  by  the  aSilance  of  fome  loyal 
nobles  and  gentlemen,  he  marches  into  Scotland  at  the 
head  of  an  arnay.  Not  a  blow  was  ftrack  on  either  ude  ; 
but  all  differences  were  compofed,  and  hufned  up  by  a 
treaty.  Yet,  foon  after,  the  Scots  entered  into  EnTia:>l 
with  an  army,  being  underhand  invited  in  by  their  parti- 
zans  in  England.  The  king  is  a  ftcend  time  forced  to 
throw  hlmfelf  upon  his  parliament  for  money  ;  but  they, 
inftead  of  granting  him  any,  fell  to  examining  his  pall 
condudl,  complaining  and  dehring  a  redrefs  cf  feveral 
irregularities  in  his  adiriiniflration.  There  were  thofe 
who  failed  not  to  put  in  execution  the  defigns  and  in- 
ftrudlions  of  Cardinal  Richlieu  ;  he  had  liis  agents  up 
and  down  the  kingdom,  who  infinuated  jealoulies  and 
heart-burnings  into  the  gentry  and  people  of  the  land. 
The  king  was  reprefented  every  where  as  a  tyrant,  and 
all  his  a6fions  were  mifeonftrued. 

Signior  Rofetti,  the  pope’s  nuncio  at  the  Englifh 
court,  befides  his  inftruefions  from  the  Roman  pontiff, 
held  a  flrift  intelligence  with  the  cardinal.  His  bufinefs 
at  this  court  was  publicly  to  the  queen  (who  profeffed 
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an  obedience  to  the  fee  of  Rome),  but  privately  he  wa'j 
ordered  to  negotiate  an  accommodation  between  the  Ro¬ 
man  and  Engliih  churches.  '  Cardinal  Richlieu  thought 
to  ftrike  two  marks  with  one  blow,  that  is,  to  embroil 
the  ftate  of  Etigland,  and  procure  himfelf  the  greater 
eileem  with  the  Roman  court.  He  appears  very  zealous 
for  the  converfion  of  England  ;  and  in  order  to  it,  allows 
a  conliderable  pcnfion  to  Signior  Rofetti  ;  inftrudling 
him  withal,  to  (hew  his  utmoft  dexterity,  in  gaining  the 
courtiers  and  grandees  of  that  nation  to  his  fide. 

He  knew  the  genius  of  the  EngliHi,  and  that  llitre 
was  nothing  fo  offenfive  to  that  nation,  as  the  papal 
power  and  religion.  Wherefore  De  Lopez  was  ordered 
to  pay  Signior  Rofetti  vaft  fums  of  money,  that  fo  there 
might  be  nothing  wanting  to  profelyte  the  courtiers  ; 
knowing  that  they  would  ai5l  Infolently,  and  difguft  the 
proteftants,  and  fo  increafe  the  public  averfion  for  the 
regal  authority.  There  was  alfo  another  agent  at  the 
Englifh  court,  who  was  fecretary  to  Cardinal  BarbarinI, 
a  man  no  Icfs  induftrlous  than  the  other  in  advancing  the 
Reman  interelh.  He  held  a  ftriit  correfpondence  with 
fome  of  the  chief  mlnillcrs,  efpecially  with  the  principal 
fecretary  of  ttute.  Whilft  thefe  were  doing  there  maf- 
tcr’s  bufinefs  at  the  court,  there  were  others  no  Icfs 
aftive  in  the  city,  where  they  endeavoured  to  create  a 
patty,  and  raife  faflions,  infinuating  tliemfelves  into  the 
acquaintance  of  the  moll  eminent  merchants  and  other 
citizens  ;  reprefenting  to  them  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  Signior  Rofetti’s  refidence  at  the  court  ; 
glancing  at  every  thing  which  looked  like  a  falfe  ftep 
in  the  king’s  conduct  ;  alarming  them  with  fears  and 
apprehenfions  of  being  fubjedled  to  a  foreign  power  ; 
and  ufing  all  their  arts  to  nourifh  popular  difiaTisfadlion. 

The  Scots  about  this  time  made  another  incurfion  into 
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England.  A  parliament  was  called,  but  no  good  done. 
The  king’s  neceffities  made  them  grow  high  in  their 
demands  and  carriage,  and  all  things  tended  to  a  general 
defeftion. 

A  while  after,  the  Irifli  revolted,  and  maffacred  above 
a  hundred  thoufand  Englifh.  The  king  is  accufed  of 
being  privy  to  it :  Tumults  are  raifed,  who,  in  a  threat¬ 
ening  manner,  feemed  to  bcfiege  the  royal  palaces,  calling 
out  for  juilice  ;  not  much  unlike  the  fedition  of  our 
janizaries,  when  they  are  difpleafed  with  the  conduft  of 
our  glorious  fnltans,  or  his  })rime  minillers  of  Hate. 

In  fine,  the  m!funderllandin!Ts  between  the  kincr  and 
the  parliament  grew  to  that  height,  as  induced  the  king 
to  withdraw  from  the  capital  city,  about  the  beginning 
of  this  year  ;  and^  in  the  following  moon,  he  fent  the 
queen  with  her  daughter  into  Holland,  that  they  might 
pafs  away  the  time  in  the  court  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
until  this  ftorm  was  blown  over. 

In  the  interim,  the  king  fends  letters  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  perfuading  them  to  confult  the  public  peace  ;  but 
all  was  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  feize  upon  all  the  ftrong- 
holds  and  caltles  they  could  ;  fo  that  when  the  king 
came  to  one  of  his  garrifoned  towns,  the  gates  were  fhut 
agalnft  him,  and  he  was  denied  entrance  by  the  go¬ 
vernor.  The  parliament  hfts  an  ar.my,  and  the  king  fet 
up  his  royal  ftandard  in  the  laft  moon  ;  fince  wdiich, 
there  has  been  nothing  of  adllon  between  them,  but  the 
armies  are  drawing  near  each  other. 

I  wiU  inform  thee  of  all  particulars  as  they  come  to 
my  knowledge.  But  the  packet-boats  from  the  Ifland 
come  not  fo  frequently  during  the  dillurbances,  as  they 
have  done  formerly. 

I  befeech  the  Creator  of  all  things,  to  defend  our  in¬ 
vincible  fultan  from  the  feditious  pradiccs  of  his  fubjeds  j 
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and  make  thee  inftrumental  to  eftablifh  and  aggrandize 
the  Ottoman  empire. 

Paris,  29th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  year  1642. 


XXVI. — To  Abdel  Melec  Muly  Omar,  Superintend- 
ent  of  the  College  of  Sciences  at  Fe%, 

HEN  I  write  to  thee,  it  is  with  a  rcfpc£t  equal  to 
that  which  I  pay  to  the  emirs,  the  defcendants  of  our 
Holy  Prophet,  fince  thou  art  fprting  from  the  noble 
ftem  of  the  ancient  Saracens ;  the  blood  of  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Omar,  fuccefl'cr  to  the  Divine  Lawgiver,  llreaming  in 
thy  veins. 

I  revere  the  banner  carried  into  Egypt  by  thy  re¬ 
nowned  progenitor,  before  which  the  Grecians  fled  afto- 
niflied,  as  at  a  lign  fent  from  heaven  of  their  approaching 
ruin.  This  facred  piece  of  antiquity  I  have  feen  a*" 
Medina,  where  it  is  repofited  in  the  chancel  of  the  Ba¬ 
bylonian  Caliphs.  I  have  honoured  it  with  a  pious 
veneration  ;  but  much  greater  is  my  regard  to  thee,  who 
art  a  living  relic  of  that  illulliious  houfe. 

Permit  me,  venerable  fage,  to  converfe  with  thee  a 
little,  after  the  manner  of  a  pupil ;  with  thee,  I  fay,  who 
art  a  fountain  of  fapience  ;  for,  befides  thy  perfeft  know¬ 
ledge  cf  the  divine  law,  thou  art  accompliflied  with  all 
human  literature. 

There  is  a  man  in  thefe  parts,  of  a  large  foul  and 
elevated  fpcculations,  who  flifly  maintains,  that  the  earth 
moves,  and  the  fun  itands  ftill.  He  is  not  the  Jirft  that 
broached  this  doclrine,  it  has  had  feveral  learned  patrons, 
but  he  has  highly  improved  the  theorju  His  reafons 
for  it,  have  alm.ofl;  the  force  of  mathematical  demonflra- 
tions  j  and  nothing  feems  to  oppofe  him,  but  the  autho- 
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rity  of  Mofes,  and  the  Hebrew  fcriptures.  The  Chrif- 
tians  will  not  approve  of  any  philofophy  w’hich  interferes 
"with  that  which  they  call  the  Bible  ;  and  yet  their  prac¬ 
tice  gives  a  perpetual  lie  to  the  contents  of  that  book.. 
Surely  there  is  no  envy  in  the  Deity  ;  and  he  that  is  Om- 
nifclent,  wiu  not  piinifn  men  for  improving  their  know'- 
ledge.  The  ftudy  of  nature  is  full  of  Innocent  delights, 
and  he  that  gave  to  man  an  appetite  of  fcience,  has  not 
forbid  him  to  gratify  it  with  its  proper  obje<fls.  Nor 
can  I  fee  how  this  new  philofophy  contradicts  any  more 
than  the  bare  letter  of  their  bible,  for  I  have  read  it  in 
feveral  languages  ;  and  the  Jews,  who  are  the  guardians 
of  the  original  Hebrew,  allow  a  cabaliftical  interpreta¬ 
tion  far  different  from  the  literal :  So  does  the  Arabian 
prince  and  philofopher  Avicen,  interpret  thofe  verficles 
in  our  Holy  Alcoran,  which  treat  of  paradlie,  in  a  fenfe 
far  more  refined  than  the  letter  feems  to  import.  In 
reading  fuch  myfterious  books,  it  is  neceffary  to  praAife 
a  learned  chemifiry,  to  fublimate  the  grofs  external  fenfe 
of  the  words,  and  to  extracl  the  fpirit  and  foul  of  the 
difeourfe. 

That  the  fun  Is  the  centre  of  this  our  planetary  world, 
and  that  the  earth,  with  the  reft  of  the  planets  move 
round  about  it,  is  a  thefis  which  keeps  exacl  touch  vuth 
human  reafon,  and  feems  naturally  to  fquare  with  our  in- 
tellcclual  faculties.  It  fets  all  the  wheels  of  this  great 
and  wonderful  machine,  in  a  regular  and  proportionate 
circulation.  It  gives  the  trued  account  of  the  retro¬ 
grade  motions  of  the  planets.  Ptolemy’s  fydem  of  the 
world,  feems  to  romance  upon  the  fun,  mcon,  and  dars, 
in  afiigning  them  hourly  fuch  prodigious  journles  through 
the  heavens,  as  are  inconfifte.rt  with  the  laws  of  motion. 
And  Tycho  Brnchc  was  but  a  botcher,  in  patching  up 
the  orbs  with  his  eccentrics,  epicycles,  5:c.  The  forrrer 
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keeps  the  fixed  fiars  in  an  endlefs  and  unconceivable 
hurry  ;  and  the  latter  involves  the  planets  in  a  heavenly 
perplexity.  Both  come  far  fiiort  of  Copernicus,  that 
excellent  ailronomer,  who,  by  placing  the  fun  in  the 
centre  of  the  world,  has  folved  all  the  appearances  of 
nature,  with  the  moft  exadl  analogy  to  truth.  Nor  is 
the  argument  taken  from  our  fenfe  of  any  force,  fince  it 
invalidates  the  motion  of  the  fun,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
earth  :  Nay,  it  is  more  incongruous,  that  the  fun  fhould 
move  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  miles  every  hour,  and 
we  not  perceive  him  to  fiir  a  hair’s  breadth  at  a  time. 
But  I  will  not  intrench  farther  on  thy  patience,  nor  run 
the  rifle  of  a  vertigo,  by  purfuing  the  fwift  orbicular 
motions  of  Nature.  It  matters  not  much  whether  the 
fun  ftands  Hill,  or  the  earth,  provided  we  run  the  race 
that  is  appointed  us,  fo  as  to  gain  the  prize.'  Yet  1 
will  afle  thy  judgment  on  another  point,  which  men  of 
high  reaches  have  Hal  ted. 

There  are  fomc  learned  men,  who  fay,  the  moon  and 
the  reft  of  the  planets  are  habitable  as  our  globe  is.  For 
my  part,  to  fpeak  freely,  I  could  wifli  it  were  true,  it  is 
a  fociable  doflrine.  It  has  made  me  melancholy  fome- 
times,  when  I  have  call  my  eyes  upwards,  to  think  all 
thofe  ample  traiSls  in  the  firmament  (hould  be  void  of 
inhabitants,  and  yet  fcarce  a  turf  of  our  dunghill  earth 
to  be  found  without  its  domeftics.  It  is  demonftrable 
to  the  eye,  that  the  moon  is  an  opake  body  like  this 
globe  whereon  we  tread,  having  no  other  light  but  what 
it  borrows  from  the  fun.  Where  is  the  hcrefy  then  in 
fuppofing  that  it  is  created  for  a  like  ufe  i  I  hope  the 
facred  empire  of  the  muffulmans  will  not  ftain  itfidf  with 
fuch  a  barbarous  murder,  as  was  committed  on  Vigilius, 
a  certain  Chriftian  bifhop,  who  was  burnt  by  the  decree 
cf  the  Roman  church,  for  afferting  the  antipodes  ;  a 
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truth  which  all  nations  arc  now  fenfible  of,  hnce  the  im¬ 
provement  of  navigation  and  traffic.  And  yet  Galilasus 
had  like  to  have  undergone  the  fame  fentence  at  Rome, 
within  thefe  ten  years,  for  maintaining  the  earth’s  mo¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  fun  is  the  fixed  centre  of  the  world  ; 
nothing  but  his  recantation  being  fufficient  to  have 
faved  him.  Such  leverities  choke  the  growth  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  Hop  the  progrefs  which  would  otherwife  be 
made  in  arts  and  fciences.  Happy  are  the  ftudents  that 
live  under  thy  aufpicious  patronage,  in  that  fruitful  fe- 
minary  of  philofophcrs,  where  the  myfteries  of  God  and 
Nature  are  taught,  free  from  the  profane  licentioufnefs 
of  the  ancient  pagans,  or  the  fupcrftitious  rigours  of 
modern  infidels. 

I  pray  the  Sovereign  Intelligence  not  to  withdraw 
from  thee  his  divine  influence,  nor  reftrain  the  flood  of 
light  that  has  been  let  loofe  on  thy  foul ;  but  that  thou 
mayefl;  overflow  like  Nilus,  and  enlighten  not  only  Afric, 
but  the  whole  world  with  fome  new  difcovery. 

Paris,  sjth  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  year  1^4*. 


XXVII. — To  Cara  Haly,  the  Phyjiclan,  at  Coiiftan- 

t'mople. 

The  Weftern  philofophers,  efpecially  thofe  who  follow 
the  feutiments  of  Monfieur  Des  Cartes,  maintain,  that 
the  fouls  of  all  living  creatures,  except  men,  are  material 
and  mortal ;  that  a  beaft  is  but  a  machine,  like  a  watch 
or  clock,  not  aftiiated  or  informed  by  any  fpirit  diftinft 
from  the  body,  but  m.oved  to  the  performance  of  all  na¬ 
tural  aclions  by  a  mere  corporeal  mechanifm,  fet  on 
work  by  various  impulfes  from  external  objedls. 

In  this  they  oppofe  Arillotle,  and  all  the  fages  of  the 
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Eaft  :  and  thou  knoweft  that  our  Arabian  doctors  are 
of  a  contrary  opinion,  who  afcribe  reafon,  difcourfe,  and 
immortality,  to  the  fouls  of  beads,  as  well  as  to  thofe  of 
men  ;  having  affigned  particular  apartments  for  Elborach, 
the  bead  which  carried  our  Holy  Prophet  from  Mecca 
to  Jerufalem  ;  for  the  ram  which  Abraham  facridced  in¬ 
dead  of  his  fon  Ifaac  ;  for  the  cow  of  Mofes,  the  pifmire 
of  Solomon,  the  whale  which  faved  Jonas,  the  raven 
which  fed  Elijah,  the  afs  which  rebuked  Balaam,  and  iij 
general,  for  all  the  camels  which  have  the  honour  to 
cany  the  Sacred  Alcoran  to  Mecca. 

I  will  fufpend  my  belief  of  their  being  entertained  in 
paradife,  until  I  diall  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  them 
there  ;  but  I  cannot  however  acquiefce  to  the  opinions 
of  thefe  modern  philofophers,  who  adert  their  fouls  to 
be  mere  matter.  The  bodies  both  of  men  and  beads,  I 
own,  perform  all  motions  by  mechanic  rules ;  but  that 
mechanifm  is  guided  by  a  higher  principle  than  the  for¬ 
tuitous  impulfe  of  externa!  agents,  in  beads  as  well  as 
men. 

All  animals  feem  to  me  to  be  endued  with  a  faculty, 
which  if  it  may  not  be  called  reafon,  yet  is  fomething  ana¬ 
logous  to  it,  for  which  we  want  a  proper  name ;  and  of 
this  mind  were  Empedocles,  Pythagoras,  Plotinus,  and 
Porphyry,  with  many  other  ancient  fages  :  Though  this 
faculty  is  more  eminently  confpicuous  In  fome  kinds  of 
beads  than  in  others. 

I  cannot  but  admire  the  regular  architedlure  of  bees, 
their  indudry  and  politic  economy,  vying  with  the  mod 
excellent  form  and  adminidration  of  government  among 
men.  It  is  with  no  lefs  pleafure  I  behold  the  fpidcr, 
when  with  exquifite  art  die  builds  her  little  filken  palace, 
and  lays  her  fine-wreught  trains  to  catch  the  unwary  dy. 
It  is  equally  pleafant  and  diverting  to  obferve  the  con- 
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dudl  of  the  pifmires,  their  prudent  forecaft  ;  how  they 
trudge  up  and  down  all  the  fummer,  to  lay  up  a  fufficlent 
ftock  of  provender  for  the  barren  winter.  There  is  no 
kind  of  bird,  four  footed  beaft,  or  filh,  which  docs  not 
confute  this  Cartefian  hypotheCs. 

It  is  credibly  reported  by  Porphyry,  that  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  there  is  a  bead;  which  they  call  a  hyjena,  which 
approaching  near  the  villages,  will  imitate  a  man’s  voice, 
and  calling  the  inhabitants  by  their  names ;  if  they  come 
out  of  their  houfes,  it  will  felze  on  the  hrfl;  that  comes 
to  hand,  and  devour  him.  The  dog,  the  ape,  the  ele¬ 
phant,  with  many  other  four  footed  beafls,  afford  us 
manlfell  fpecimens  of  reafon,  or  fomething  very  like  it. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  love  w'lilch  dolphins  bear  to 
men  ?  Pliny  relates  a  pretty  flory  of  a  dolphin  that  fre¬ 
quented  the  lake  Lucrinus  in  Italy,  and  being  often  fed 
from  the  fnore  by  a  certain  fchool-boy,  grew  at  length 
fo  familiar  as  to  come  at  a  call.  We  alfo  read  of  ano¬ 
ther,  who  took  the  muficlan  Arion  on  his  back  ( when 
caft  jnto  the  fea  by  cruel  failcrs)  and  carried  him  fafe  to 
fliore. 

Can  all  thefe  afllons  proceed  from  mere  matter  ?  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  as  eafy  to  defend,  that  human  nature 
itfclf  is  but  matter  fo  and  fo  modified  ;  and  that  all  the 
buflle  men  keep  in  the  world,  is  but  the  effefl  of  a  better 
compofition  of  body,  the  refult  of  a  more  perfedl  and 
refined  machine. 

I  eafily  agree,  that  we  far  excel  the  other  living  crea¬ 
tures  in  all  the  operations  of  our  fouls,  and  cxercifcs  ot 
our  reafon  :  Yet  we  have  our  defedls  as  well  as  they  ; 
and  this  1  tfleem  as  one  of  the  greateft,  to  deny  them 
any  ftiare  in  reafon,  who  fo  far  excel  us  in  fenfc. 

It  is  a  culpable  pride  and  envy  in  men,  thus  to  blafl 
the  reputation  of  their  animal  kindred,  from  which  vices 
I  know  thou  art  free. 
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God  that  has  made  ufe  of  the  tongue  of  a  fdly  afs  to 
reprove  the  folly  of  a  v/ife  man  in  his  own  conceit, 
illuminate  our  underftandings  in  the  myfteries  of  his  law. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  10th  Moon,  of  the  year  16^42. 


XXVIII. — To  HasseiiN  Bassa. 

Tmy  commands  I  receive  as  marks  of  thy  efteem  and 
good  wid,  which  I  defire  may  be  perpetual.  Thou  haft 
an  eminent  fliare  in  the  favour  of  our  auguft  emperor ; 
and  I  fltall  ftudy  to  merit  thy  proteftion,  by  all  the 
dutiful  offices  that  can  be  expetled  from  a  Have  In  my 
ftation. 

There  is  nothing  fo  much  conduces  to  eftablifh  a  per¬ 
manent  friendihip,  as  a  right  underftanding.  The  fouls 
of  friends  are  firft  warped  by  mifapprehenfions.  I  would 
not  have,  thee  think  of  me,  as  I  do  of  myfelf ;  that 
v.'ould  prompt  thee  to  contempt  ;  nor,  as  the  French  do, 
who  take  me  for  Titus  of  Moldavia ;  but  look  upon  me, 
whatever  my  failings  are,  as  a  man  that  values  and  prac- 
tifes  the  incorrupt  fidelity  of  the  firft  ages.  I  abhor 
treachery,  and,  for  that  reafon,  am  often  forced  to  make 
an  officious  lie  :  Yet  I  do  not  proftitute  my  confcience, 
having  the  Muftfts  difpenfation.  Whenever  it  fliall  be 
told  thee,  that  Mahmut  degenerates,  fufpeft  the  flander- 
cr ;  perhaps  he  would  fupplant  me.  I  am  not  fond  of 
my  commiffion,  but  I  dread  to  lofe  the  fultan’s  favour  : 
Whofoever  deprives  me  of  that  robs  me  of  my  honour, 
which  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  life. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wilt  perceive,  that  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  the  ill  offices  which  Ikingi  Cap’-Oglani 
has  done  me.  The  man  afpires,  and  is  envious  :  V/ere 
I  in  his  poll,  I  would  not  exchange  the  honour  and  feli- 
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city  of  educating  the  royal  pages  of  the  Csraglio,  for  an 
employment  attended  with  infinite  hazards,  and  no  lefs 
trouble,  as  is  that  of  hlahmut.  If  he  be  expert  in  the 
French  tongue,  there  are  thofe  that  excel  him  ;  and  lan¬ 
guage  is  but  the  fiiell  of  mere  fubftantial  accomplifh- 
ments.  Es-ery  linguift  is  not  fit  to  be  em.ployed  in  the 
fccrets  of  Hate  ;  neither  are  all  pedagogues  politicians. 

I  am  ftartled  at  the  ambition  of  a  man,  who  becaufe 
he  has  ftudied  at  Athens,  thinks  himfelf  worthy  of  the 
confidences  of  the  myfterlous  Porte,  which  arbitrates  the 
fate  of  all  the  kingdoms  in  the  world.  If  this  be  not  his 
aim,  why  does  he  daily  traduce  me  ?  Why  does  he  paint 
me  to  the  minifters  of  the  Divan,  in  black  and  odious 
colours,  perfuading  them  it  is  my  natural  complexion  ? 
He  is  not  content  with  the  calumnies  he  himfelf  throws 
on  me,  but  has  corrupted  Solyman  my  coufin,  and  lias 
hired  him  to  mifreprefent  me  to  the  Kaimacham  ;  and 
that  he  might  be  fure  to  firike  home,  he  has  drawn  to 
his  party  Shalhim  Iftham  the  black  eunuch. 

I  fent  Solyman  a  letter  laft  year  full  of  reproofs,  not 
knowing  who  had  let  him  at  work  :  I  hope  it  had  fome 
good  effcdl  on  him,  though  late.  It  is  from  him  I  re¬ 
ceived  this  intelligence.  He  feems  to  repent  of  his 
malice,  telling  me,  that  this  Ikingi  Cap’-Oglani,  had  fo 
artificially  poffeffed  him  with  a  belief  of  my  perfidlouf- 
nefs,  that  he  thought  he  did  good  fervice  to  God  and 
the  Grand  SIgnior  to  rail  at  me  ;  but  that  the  Kai¬ 
macham  had  afterwards  convinced  him  of  my  innocence. 
This  was  the  fubftance  of  his  letter,  and  he  concludes  it 
with  begging  my  pardon. 

I  tell  thee,  illiiilrlous  baiTa,  that  though  the  wounds 
which  are  given  by  the  tongue  of  a  fiauderer,  be  deeper 
than  thofe  which  are  given  by  the  fword,  and  I  could 
fooner  pardon  him  who  fought  manfully  to  take  away 
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my  life,  than  he  which  bafely  murders  my  good  name  j 
yet  I  attribute  my  kinftnan’s  fault  to  youthful  error, 
and  a  loyal  miftake  ;  and  I  love  him  the  better,  for 
hating  any  one  that  he  could  imagine  would  prove  un¬ 
faithful,  and  a  traitor  to  God  and  the  Grand  Signior. 

May  the  benign  heavens  blefs  thee  with  their  good  in¬ 
fluences,  and  profper  thee  in  all  things. 

Paris,  ill  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  year  1642. 


XXIX. — To  Solymaw  his  Coufiriy  at  Conjlantinople. 

Thy  apology  is  rational  and  modeft,  and  I  am  glad  to 
be  thus  happily  deceived.  Thou  feeft  the  Kalmacham, 
with  the  other  minlfters  of  the  Porte,  have  too  good  an 
opinion  of  me  to  lillen  to  the  infinuations  of  defign- 
ing  men  ;  and  Ikingi  Cap’-Oglani  was  out  of  his  bias 
when  he  defamed  the  loyal  Mahmut  ;  and  the  black 
eunuch  had  better  been  watching  the  ladles,  than  wound¬ 
ing  my  reputation  with  his  envenomed  tongue.  I  wiih 
thee  hereafter  to  avoid  all  company  that  profefs  a  klnd- 
nefs  to  thee,  which  thou  mayell  but  fo  much  as  fufpedl 
to  be  forced. 

Thou  aflcell  my  counfel  how  to  conduft  thyfelf  to¬ 
ward  thy  firft  wife,  of  whom  thou  fpeakeil  both  well  and 
ill.  Thou  belleveft;  her  faithful  and  chafte  ;  thou  knoweft 
her  to  be  induftrious  and  careful  of  the  family  ;  good  na- 
tured,  flexible  and  obliging  ;  but  thou  accufell  her  of  a 
violent  and  haughty  fpirit,  fiercely  pafllonate,  and  of  a 
provoking  tongue.  She  daily  and  hourly  refledls  upon 
thy  mifcarriages ;  will  play  the  fchoolmiftrefs  with  thee, 
pretending  to  correct,  reprove,  inftrudt,  and  guide  thee 
in  all  thy  adflons.  In  fine,  thou  complalneft  that  thou 
canft  not  enjoy  tranq^uillity  with  her. 
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I  tell  thee,  kinfinan,  thou  fliouldeft  have  applied  thy- 
felf  to  the  imaurns  and  dervifes  in  this  cafe  ;  or,  at  leaft, 
to  fueh  as  have  had  experience  of  a  married  life.  Their 
fentence  would  be  more  authentic  than  what  thou  canft 
expedf  from  me.  But  fmee  thou  haft  made  choice  of 
my  counfcl,  I  will  give  thee  the  beft  I  can. 

Thou  wilt,  in  my  opinion,  find  it  dinlcult  to  be  happy, 
with  or  without  this  woman.  She  is  given  thee  by  fate, 
to  polfe  the  balance  of  thy  life  ;  that  neither  too  much 
cafe  nor  pain,  excefs  of  joy  or  grief,  fliould  turn  the 
■tloubtful  fcales  of  fenfe,  and  make  thee  either  fwim  in 
Hoods  of  pleafure  uncontrouled,  or  fink  in  the  mire  of 
baneful  grief  and  melancholy. 

The  chafte  fidelity  which  thou  believeft  her  endued 
with,  cannot  be  valued  at  too  high  a  rate.  It  is  a  virtue 
which  renders  w'oman  adorable.  Likewife,  her  diligence 
and  cai'e,  her  refpedt  and  devoir,  her  eafy  temper  and 
good  nature,  are  qualities  which  cannot  but  charm  thee. 
Shouldeft  thou  deal  unkindly  by  her,  thy  generous  foul 
would  regret  it  the  next  moment.  Nay,  firouldeft  thou 
take  the  common  courfe,  and  difmifs  her  w'ith  a  bill  of 
divorce,  according  to  the  law,  thou  w'ouldeft  repent  the 
deed  within  twice  four-aiuhtwenty  hours. 

And  yet,  I  muft  confefs,  it  is  hard  to  be  confined  to 
a  fierce  woman’s  tongue,  to  bear  reproaches  and  contu¬ 
melies,  contempts  and  defiances,  leftures,  and  other  fe¬ 
male  difeipline.  Who  that’s  a  man  can  brook  fuch 
flavci'y  ?  Who  that  has  but  a  fpark  of  fire  within  this 
hulk  of  clay,  can  ftoop  to  fuch  Ignoble  and  unmanly 
foftnefs  ?  I  cannot  counfel  thee  to  fuch  an  abjedl  tame- 
nefs  of  fpirit.  Man  is  lord  of  all  his  fellow-creatures  ; 
the  ficrceft  beafts  fubmit  to  his  Imperial  fw'ay  :  Woman 
alone,  ambitious  woman,  difputes  the  government  with 
him.  But,  it  is  his  right,  and  he  difowns  both  God 
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and  Nature,  who  refigns  it  to  that  afpiring  fex.  Yet, 
ufe  thy  power  moderately  ;  keep  the  golden  mein.  Be 
not  furly  and  rough  as  a  bear,  nor  yet  effeminate-  and 
without  gall,  as  a  dove.  But,  if  thou  findeft  it  impoffible 
to  keep  her  within  the  bounds  of  due  fubje<aion,  put  her 
away,  and  fo  preferve  thy  peace.  The  company  of  thy 
other  wives  will  foon  efface  her  loved  idea,  and  fweeten 
thy  lofs  with  a  thoufand  new  pleafures.  But,  if  they 
fiiould  follow  her  fteps,  inheriting  her  fpirit,  and  torment¬ 
ing  thee  with  killing  words,  divorce  them  all.  I  would 
counfel  thee  to  take  fucceflively  five  hundred  wives  rather 
than  make  thy  life  miferable,  by  too  much  love  and  in¬ 
dulgence  to  one  that  knows  not  how  to  ufe  thy  favours. 

But,  before  thou  beginneil  to  put  in  execution  this 
advice,  try  all  the  fair  and  gentle  methods  thy  wit  can 
"ki  her  to  a  fenfe  of  her  fault,  and  a  change 
of  her  temper  ;  for,  be  affured,  that  it  will  be  of  lefs 
pain  to  thee,  to  have  an  eye  plucked  out  of  thy  head, 
than  to  tear  from  thy  heart  the  firff  objedl  of  thy  love. 

In  tnis,  and  all  thiiigs  elfe,  have  an  efpecial  regard  to  thy 
confcience,  and  to  the  obferving  angel,  who  writes  down 
all  tny  actions  in  a  book.  Do  nothing  which  may 
merit  the  chaftifement  of  the  two  black  angels,  who  lhall 
vifit  thee  in  thy  grave.  Pie  who  deals  unjuftly  and 
cruelly  by  women  on  earth,  fliall  be  deprived  of  the 
felicities  which  our  holy  Prophet  has  promifed  us,  in  the 
company  of  that  beautiful  lex  in  paradife. 

Keep  the  law,  and  thou  wilt  have  thy  fill  of  love,  both 
here,  and  in  the  blifsful  bowers  of  Eden. 

Paris,  ifl  of  the  iith  jVToon,  of  the  Year  1642, 
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XXX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

''p 

-L  HE  furrender  of  Perpignan  to  the  French,  ftartles  the 
world  :  A  place  inexpugnable  by  arms,  and  not  to  be 
reduced  but  by  famine.  Some  that  pretend  to  penetrate 
into  foreign  fecrets,  lay  the  blame  on  the  Duke  d’Oli- 
varez.  They  fay,  that  when  the  King  of  Spain  firft 
heard  that  Lewis  laid  fiege  to  this  important  place,  he 
would  have  gone  in  perfon  to  its  relief,  but  that  the  duke 
hindered  his  defign,  fearing  left  his  own  mifearriages 
fliould  take  wind,  when  the  king  was  got  on  the  frontiers  : 
This,  they  fay,  put  a  ftop  to  the  levies  that  were  making 
in  Arragon  and  Caftile,  and  damped  the  courage  of  thofe 
who  were  adfually  in  arms. 

Whether  this  was  the  effeft  or  no,  it  is  certain,  the 
Duke  d’Olivarez  had  fufficient  reafon  to  be  confeious, 
knowing,  that  the  grandees  of  Spain  watched  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  diflodge  him  from  the  king’s  breaft.  But  it 
is  ftrange,  that  he  Ihould  at  fuch  a  time  negledl  any 
thing  that  might  confirm  him  in  his  mailer’s  favour,  as 
the  faving  of  Perpignan  muft  needs  have  done ;  all  the 
fuccefles  and  mifearriages  of  the  ftate,  in  peace  or  war, 
being  attributed  to  the  favourite  minifter. 

Wherever  the  fault  lies,  I  have  heard  no  man  yet  con¬ 
demn  the  governor  of  the  town.  It  is  faid,  he  has  given 
all  the  marks  of  a  valiant  foldier,  a  prudent  commander, 
and  a  faithful  fubjedl.  Thefe  virtues  are  to  be  honoured, 
even  in  an  enemy. 

They  report,  that  the  Spanlth  King  put  a  kind  of 
fuperftitious  confidence  in  the  Marquis  d’Avlla,  becaufe 
one  of  the  fame  family  and  title  had  formerly  defended 
the  place  to  extremity,  until  the  fiege  was  raifed. 
AfiTuredly,  virtue  is  not  inherent  in  names,  nor  vidlory  en¬ 
tailed  to  all  of  the  fame  blood.  Both  the  one  and  the 
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other  are  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  providence  and 
chance.  Tlie  Romans  did  not  gain  more  in  the  Cartha¬ 
ginian  war,  under  the  conduct  of  Scipio  the  African, 
than  they  loft  afterwards,  when  another  of  that  name  was 
general  of  their  army. 

It  is  faid,  the  Duke  d’Olivarcz  is  feized  wdth  a  frenzy 
upon  the  lofs  of  this  town,  or  at  leaft  counterfeits  one. 
I  do  not  aftert  this  as  a  truth,  ilhiftrious  Kaimacham, 
but  to  flrow  thee  how  people  are  addi<fted  to  cenfure,  not 
only  the  mifearriages  of  great  men,  but  the  very  regrets 
which  attend  their  misfortunes  ;  as  if  it  were  a  crime  in 
them  to  mourn  for  the  calamities  which  they  could  not 
prevent. 

In  the  mean  time.  Cardinal  Richlieu  has  weathered  a 
tempeft  raifed  againft  him  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and 
his  party  ;  as  if  the  fate  of  thefe  two  minifters  ran 
counter,  and  one  muft  rife  by  the  other’s  fall. 

Olivarez  had  laid  a  train  for  Cardinal  RIchlieu’s  de- 
ftruftion,  but  fell  into  it  himfelf.  He  had  coiTupted  one 
•of  the  cardinal’s  creatures,  who  affociated  himfelf  with 
the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  Be- 
fides  private  grudges,  they  all  fufpedfed  the  cardinal,  as 
defigning  upon  the  king’s  death  to  take  the  regency  Into 
his  own  hands.  They  acquaint  Olivarez  with  their 
grievances,  and  enter  into  a  private  league  with  him. 
He,  in  hopes  to  rend  the  kingdom  of  France  into  fatal 
diviftons,  as  well  as  to  ruin  the  cardinal,  agrees  to  furnilh 
the  confpirators  with  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and  three 
thoufand  horfe.  Sedan  was  to  be  the  rendezvous  of  this 
army. 

But  Cardinal  Richlieu,  whom  no  fecret  could  efcape, 
loon  difeovered  the  plot,  and  acquaints  the  king  with  it  ; 
who  forthwith  caufed  the  confpirators  to  be  feized,  im- 
prifoned,  and  two  of  their  beads  to  be  cut  off ;  the  reft 
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were  pardoned,  on  conditions  of  faiTendcr,  and  perpetual 
baniflrment  from  the  king’s  prefence. 

This  happened  much  about  the  time  that  Perpignan 
furrendered,  wliich  was  on  the  9th  of  the  moon  Rcbi-ul. 

A  little  before,  the  confpirators  had  fo  obfeured  the 
cardinal’s  credit  at  the  court,  that  the  king  denied  him  a 
yifit,  when  requefled  in  his  heknefs,  upon  which  the  car¬ 
dinal  withdrew  himfelf :  But  the  king  was  quickly  glad 
to  follow  him,  having  no  ether  refuge  in  the  midft  of  his 
preffures,  but  him  wdio  was  mailer  of  all  the  hearts, 
both  of  his  fubjedls  and  alliefe.  At  that  time,  the  Count 
de  Guifehe  was  defeated  in  Flanders,  and  the  Parifians 
were  apprehenfive,  that  Don  Francifeo  de  Melo  would 
iiring  his  forces  into  the  bowels  of  France.  None  Was 
able  to  extricate  the  king  out  of  fo  many  troubles,  but 
the  chief  miniiler.  Thus,  by  a  fortunate  concurrence  of 
events,  the  cardinal  is  reftored  to  his  maker’s  favour,  fees 
his  foreign  enemies  humbled,  Perpignan  taken,  and  his 
domeftic  foes  cut  off  and  baffled. 

I  pray  God,  whofe  eye  is  over  the  kluffulman  empire, 
to  preferve  thee  from  all  the  m.achinations  of  thine  ene¬ 
mies,  and  make  thee  to  Ihine  bright  in  the  favour  of  the 
Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  I '.til  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1641. 


XXXI. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew,  at  Vienna. 

Thy  letter,  with  Carcoa’s  journal,  is  come  fafe  to  my 
hands,  and  the  ring  which  he  bequeathed  me.  That  legacy 
demonkrates  his  affedlion,  and  that  I  l.ave  not  illdeferved 
of  him.  j  for  the  adlions  of  dying  men  are  void  of  dlf- 
guife. 

His  memoirs  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  me,  containing 
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a  more  accurate  hldcry  of  the  German  court,  from  the 
year  1600  to  the  time  of  his  death,  than  I  have  yet  feen 
extant.  I  am  not  unacquainted  with  relations  of  this 
kind.  The  Europeans  make  their  hiftories  fpeak  what 
their  afFcdtion  or  fear  fuggefts,  rather  than  the  truth. 
The  liberty  of  printing  has  debauched  the  integrity  of 
moll  writers  ;  they  ftudy  rather  to  pleafe,  than  inform 
the  age.  For  this  reafon,  I  rejedl  the  greatefl  part  of 
modern  hillory,  coveting  only  the  manufcripts  of  fuch  as 
Carcoa.  He  fpeaks  Impartially,  having  no  other  bias, 
than  the  fervice  which  he  owed  to  the  Grand  Signlor.  ^ 

I  fpeak  this  for  thy  encouragement  and  direftlon,  who 
fucceedell  that  honell  old  man  in  his  poll.  When  thou 
committefl;  any  of  thy  obfervations  to  paper,  let  them  be 
of  things  remarkable  and  true. 

The  banker,  to  whom  thou  didft  addrefs  the  bill  for 
my  payment,  made  a  demur  at  firft,  but  Eliachim  cleared 
up  his  doubts.  I  defire  thee  to  order  matters  fo  hercr 
after,  that  I  may  not  be  taken  for  a  cheat ;  that  may 
prove  of  ill  confequence  to  us  all.  I  would  not  have  any 
finifter  accident  ftarted,  which  might  make  the  French 
fufpeft  me.  One  misfortune  feldom  goes  without  attend¬ 
ance  :  The  lead  blemifli  upon  a  man’s  credit  ftraight  In- 
fe<ils  the  air.  He  whofe  reputation  Is  blafted,  is  fufpedl- 
ed  and  Ihunned  like  a  walking  peftilence. 

Thou  wilt  do  well  to  prevent  thefe  mifehiefs,  by  thy 
care  and  forefight.  Take  in  good  part  this  advice  from 
Mahmut,  who  ftudies  his  mafter’s  Intereft,  not  his  own. 
Adieu. 

P.uis,  T5th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year 
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XXXII. — To  the  Veneralh  Mufti,  Prince  of  the  True 
end  Undcfded  Frith. 

X^HOU  tliat  art  a  iiglit  to  the  blind,  the  pole-flar  to  them 
.  that  are  bewildered  in  an  ocean  of  uncertainties,  the 
fandluary  of  the  mind  battered  with  a  tempell  of  vain  o- 
pinions,  tell  me  why  it  is  blafphemy  to  fay,  Tliat  God 
has  already  taken  hefli  (as  the  Chrilllans  believe),  fmee 
our  Holy  Prophet  himfelf  avouches,  That  God  fhall  af- 
lumc  a  body  at  the  refurreftion.  I  approach  thy  facred 
palace,  witli  burning  coals  on  my  head,  with  fervent  and 
inflamed  zeal  in  my  heart ;  call  a  gracious  eye  on  thy 
iuppliant  ;  rcfolve  ray  doubts  j  dlffipate  the  mill  which 
clouds  my  anxious  foul,  and  reftore  me  to  a  right  mind. 

If  a  body  be  compatible  with  the  divine  effence,  it 
feems  not  to  me  a  blafphemy  in  the  Chrlftians,  to  afiert 
the  incarnation  of  the  Word,  whom  our  Holy  Prophet 
calls  alfo,  The  Breath  of  God.  If  this  Breath  or  Word 
of  God  be  not  of  the  effence  of  the  divinity,  why  is  that 
part  of  the  Chriftian  gofpel  had  in  fuch  reverence  by  the 
faithful  Muffulmen,  where  it  is  faid,  “  In  the  beginning 
was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  God 
was  the  Word  If  the  Word  be  of  the  effence  of  God, 
then  it  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  God  has  taken  a  hu¬ 
man  body,  fince  our  Holy  Prophet  calls  him  the  Word 
of  God,  whom  the  Chrlftians  adore  for  God  Incarnate. 
Bear  with  my  weaknefs  and  importunity;  and  if  I  err,  v 
correft  me  in  thy  wifdom.  And  yet,  let  not  thefe  feem 
fo  much  my  fcruples,  as  the  arguments  of  Chrlftians, 
whom  I  would  gladly  convince  of  their  herefy  ;  but  it 
muft  be  with  folid  reafon. 

Let  not  my  lord  be  angry,  if  I  afle  one  queftlon  more. 
Our  holy  doftors  teach,  that  the  dark  fpots  in  the  moon 
were  made,  when  the  angel  Gabriel  flew  by,  and  bruftied 
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the  moon  with  one  of  his  wings  :  I  aflj,  How  great  that 
wing  was,  that  coiOd  make  an  iinpreflion  fo  great,  as  to 
be  confpicuous  to  us  at  this  prodigious  diflance  ?  Or,  Is 
Gabriel  to  be  numbered  among  thofe  lofty  angels,  who 
can  ftride  from  one  ftar  to  another  ?  If  he  be.  Was 
there  not  room  enough  in  the  vaft  cndlefs  flcies,  or  did 
he  lofe  his  way  through  untracked  orbs,  or  did  bechance 
to  wink  in  his  career,  that  he  flrould  thus  unfortunately 
dafh  the  paler  lamp  of  heaven  ?  If  he  be  one  of  thofe 
forementioned  mighty,  tall  and  vride-ftretclied  angels, 
How  came  lie  fo  to  be  contradled,  when  he  vifited  Mary 
the  mother  of  Jefus  in  her  clofet,  and  prefented  her  with 
a  rofe  that  grew  in  paradife  ? 

Anfwer  me  this,  O  fovereign  oracle  of  truth,  fince  my 
cars  arc  frequently  invaded  with  fuch  objeftions  and  blaf- 
phemouG  jefts,  by  thefe  inhdels.  How  can  I  hear  our 
holy  law  abufed,  and  not  burn-nn  fpirit  ?  Tell  me,  I 
pray,  how  I  fhall  filence  thefe  bold  difputers,  thefe 
mockers  of  the  book  of  glory.  Think  not  this  a  frivo¬ 
lous  queftion,  and  im.pertinent  to  religion  ;  for  thefe 
Weftern  people  -are  fagacious  and  fubtle  :  If  they  can 
find  one  flaw  in  the  holy  Alcoran,  they  will  cry  down  all 
the  reft  as  falfe,  and  an  impofture  ;  at  the  very  thought 
of  which  blafphenT)'  my  heart  trembles. 

Not  long  ago,  a  fam.ous  aftronomer  (hewed  me,  in  a 
telefcope,  the  globe  of  the  moon,  through  which  it 
feemed  to  me  an  onake  bodv,  like  the  earth  we  tread 
on  ;  and  he  affirmed  it  to  be  fo,  giving  me  mathematical 
demonftrations  for  it ;  telling  me  alfo,  it  was  habitable 
as  our  globe  ;  and,  that  the  difference  of  the  brighter 
and  more  obfeure  parts  of  the  moon  confided  only  in 
this,  that  the  one  was  firm  land,  the  other  fluid  water  ; 
and,  if  I  may  believe  my  eyes,  when  aided  by  that  optic 
inftrument,  it  is  no  otherwife  than  as  he  faid. 
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Tliis  aftronomer  is  renowned  throughout  the  Weftern 
world,  being  efteemed  the  beft  philofopher  that  ever 
wrote  of  natural  things.  His  name  is  Renatus  dcs  Cartes, 
I  have  been  often  converfant  with  him,  and  took  unfpeak- 
able  delight  in  his  refined  notions  of  the  world.  He  is  as 
dexterous  at  unravelling  the  contexture  of  the  very  ele¬ 
ments,  as  though  he  had  flood  by  the  Eternal  Artift, 
when  he  extrafted  them  from  the  rude  chaos.  The  rni- 
nutefl  particle  of  matter,  which  is  to  the  eye  of  other 
men  invifible,  appears  to  him  in  its  proper  figure  :  He 
talks  as  familiarly  of  globous,  fquare  and  triangular  a- 
toms,  as  though  he  had  a  pair  of  compaffes  to  take  their 
true  dimenfions  by.  Were  not  this  admirable  genius 
flained  with  great  impiety,  in  that  he  mocks  the  book 
of  glory,  the  holy  Alcoran,  true  guide  to  paradifc,  I 
Ihould  believe  he  was  infpired  from  above. 

One  day,  difcourfing  about  the  body  of  the  moon,  he 
broke  out  into  this  blafphemous  jefl  :  “  The  Arabian 
impoflor,”  faid  he,  “  might  as  well  have  made  his  fol¬ 
lowers  believe  what  we  prate  to  children,  that  there  is  a 
man  in  the  moon,  with  a  bundle  of  faggots  on  his  back, 
as  to  tell  them  that  fable,  of  the  angel  Gabriel’s  brulhing 
this  planet  with  his  wing.”  I  was  not  able  to  hear  any 
more,  but  took  my  leave. 

Furnilh  me,  therefore,  O  facred  repofitoiy  of  all  true 
fcience,  with  fuch  convincing  arguments,  as  may  put  to 
filence  thefe  audacious  infidels. 

God  grant  I  may  be  one  of  thafe  who  fhall  hear  the 
angel  Ithuriel  read  leftures  of  divine  knowledge  in  pa- 
tadife. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  iith  Moon,  of  the  Year  liA-t- 
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XXXIII. — To  the  VisiER.  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

I  AM  acquainted  with  a  Greek  merchant  in  Paris,  who 
formerly  lived  ia  one  of  thofe  pleafant  illands  which  lie 
about  four  leagues  from  Couftantinople,  being  fituated  in 
the  Propontis. 

Aflcing  him  one  day,  Whether  trading  was  the  motiv  e 
which  induced  him  to  quit  thofe  paradifes  upon  earth,  and 
exchange  them  for  the  ftench  and  noife  of  this  populous 
city  ?  he  replied.  That  he  had  fufficient  to  make  his  life 
happy  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  being  mailer  of  a 
good  eftate,  and  of  many  fruitful  vineyards,  having  alfo 
houfes  there  which  might  vie  with  the  mod  delightfu 
chiofes  of  the  mulfulman  grandees  ;  but,  that  the  jani* 
zaries  and  other  loofe  Mahometans  frequenting  thofe 
illands,  and  efpecially  that  wherein  he  dwelt,  committed, 
fo  many  outrages  when  heated  with  wine,  as  rendered 
bis  life  infupportable  ;  for  they  would,  in  thefe  drunken 
frolics,  domineer  as  though  they  were  lords  of  the  ifland, 
feizing  upon  whatfoever  pleafed  them,  fpoil  his  goods,  and 
beat  him  like  a  Have;  and  if  he  mildly  remondrated  to 
them  the  injuries  they  had  done  him,  they  would  give 
him  no  other  fatisfadlion  but  oaths  and  curfes. 

Thefe  calamities  made  him  fell  his  edate,  and  travel 
into  thefe  countries,  where  he  might  enjoy  himfelf  with 
more  liberty,  profit  and  eafe. 

It  is  a  dilhonour  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  the  feat  of 
judice,  the  fanftuary  of  the  world,  to  fulfer  fuch  difor- 
ders  to  be  committed  without  due  chadifement,  within 
fight  of  the  feraglio,  and  by  thofe  who  have  the  honour 
to  guard  the  perfon  of  the  Sultan. 

I  reprefent  thefe  things  to  thee,  knowing  thy  judice 
will  adminider  a  fpeedy  remedy  to  thefe  didempers  of  the 
foldiery  ;  otherwife,  fiiould  they  be  fuffered  to  go 
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punifhed,  we  mav  expedi,  that  not  only  thefe  iilands,  but 
all  Grecia,  will  in  time  be  difpeopled. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  irth  Eicon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


XXXIV. — To  Caka  Haly  the  Phyfic'ian.,  at  Conjlanti- 

noph. 

Suffer  me  to  converfe  with  thee  after  the  manner  of 
friends,  with  freedom  and  familiarity.  I  have  often  dif- 
covered  to  thee  the  diftempers  of  my  body,  now  I  will 
reveal  thofc  more  dangerous  ones  of  my  mind  ;  and  I 
know  not  whether  they  are  diftempers  or  cures  of  fuch. 
I  have  writ  to  the  Mufti  on  the  fame  fubjedl  in  part,  but 
with  caution  and  referve.  With  thee  1  will  deal  frankly, 
and  pour  Into  thy  bofom  the  fecrets  of  my  heart. 

I  am  diffatisfied  in  many  things  pertaining  to  religion. 
It  is  true,  I  cannot  think  or  fpeak  of  our  Holy  Prophet 
but  with  infinite  attachment  and  veneration  ;  yet  I  owe 
fomething  to  my  reafon.  I  will  believe  the  meflenger  of 
God  was  true  and  perfedl ;  but  is  it  a  crime  to  think  his 
fucceffors  were  but  men,  fubjedl  to  frailty  and  error  ? 
Their  divifions  i.mmediately  after  the  death  of  our  great 
Lawgiver  juftify  this  reflediion,  fince  the  fatal  fchifm 
continues  to  this  day.  Either  the  Perfians  or  we  mull 
be  in  the  wrong.  Grant  which  thou  wilt,  it  follows, 
that  the  truth  was  no  fooner  fown  in  the  world,  but  it 
fprung  up  in  mortal  herefies ;  and  I  find  no  other  aflur- 
ance  that  we  are  in  the  right  but  the  affertion  of  our  doc¬ 
tors,  the  followers  of  Ofman  and  Ebubecher,  who,  for 
ought  I  know,  are  no  more  exempted  from  error  than 
the  difciples  of  Haly.  Both  fides  believe  the  Holy  Pro¬ 
phet,  yet  both  at  infinite  diftance  in  their  Interpretations 
«f  his  law.  Each  party  boafts  they  have  the  true  fenfe 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


Book  I. 


85 


of  the  divine  oracles,  and  curfes  the  cppofite  for  hctctics. 
Truth  cannot  be  repugnant  to  itfelf. 

From  this  original  fchifm  v/ell  near  a  liundred  feveral 
fedls  have  fprung,  each  maintaining  different  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  the  law.  While  truth  can  be  but  cne,  where 
fhall  a  man  be  fure  to  find  it  amongft  fo  many  pretenders 
to  it  ? 

Think  not  that  I  am  going  to  turn  Chriftian  becaufe 
of  this  liberty  I  take  to  fearch  for  truth,  for  the  cafe  is 
the  fame,  or  worfe  among  them. 

Jefus  (whom  our  Holy  Prophet  calls  the  Breath  and 
Word  of  God,  the  Reformer  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  know¬ 
ing  the  fecrets  of  hearts,  and  working  miracles)  preach¬ 
ed  to  the  Jews  repentance,  good  works,  the  refurreftioii 
of  the  dead,  the  day  of  judgment,  the  joys  of  paradife, 
and  the  torments  of  hell.  He  chofe  twelve  dilciples  to 
difperfe  his  doftrine  over  the  world.  But  they  likewife 
had  diffenfions  among  themfelves  after  that  God  had  ta¬ 
ken  the  Meffias  up  to  paradife,  each  apoflle  leaving  dif¬ 
ferent  traditions  behind  him  in  the  countries  where  he 
taught.  Hence  fprung  the  differences  between  the 
churches  of  the  eaft  and  weft,  and  thofe  in  Etiriopia  ; 
one  following  Peter  and  Paul,  another  believing  John, 
the  third  defending  the  traditions  of  Matthew ;  and  from 
thefe  greater  fchifms  have  fprung  innumerable  fmaller 
fedts  and  herefies,  each  church  and  party  excommunicat¬ 
ing,  damning  and  curfing  all  the  reft  ;  yet  all  believe  they 
fhall  be  faved. 

Thus  is  the  world  at  odds  about  religion,  perfecuting, 
biting  and  devouring  one  another,  becaufe  they  cannot 
all  think  alike  ;  a  fingular  argument  of  religion,  and  a 
fpecial  encouragement  to  gain  profelytes. 

Thefe  confiderations  have  made  me  a  fceptic  in  con¬ 
troverted  points  of  faith  and  matters  of  opinion  ;  only  in 
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t’ns  I  ana  fix^d,  that  I  believe  ia  one  eternal  God,  and 
rc'.’erer.ce  Lis  }:cly  raeffengers  and  prophets- ;  but  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  fuould  tell  me  monltrous  and  incredi¬ 
ble  llories  of  things  repugnant  to  the  common  fenfe  and 
reafon  of  all  mankind,  I  would  defire  him  to  escufe  me 
if  I  fufpended  my  belief. 

I  admire  the  golden  age,  when  the  infant  world  had 
not  yet  learned  bigotry,  when  human  reafon  was  not  cor¬ 
rupted  with  divine  fables,  and  natural  confcicnce  was  the 
oracle  to  which  all  reiorted  for  folation  of  their  doubts, 
before  fuperRition  had  begun  to  drefs  the  Deity  in  fright¬ 
ful,  uncouth  fhapes  ;  then  harmlefs  innocence  could  (liow 
her  naked  Lee,  wlrich  now  is  fain  to  go  difguifed.  No 
man  was  put  to  death  for  words  or  thoughts  of  things 
above  his  rc'ach  ;  no  crafty  Numa  then  had'  fobbed  upon 
the  credulous  people  his  feigned  ^gerla,  nor  golden- 
tongued  Pythagoras  could  impofe  the  forged  whifpers  of 
Lis  eagle  on  the  filly  Crotonians  for  facred  oracles  ;  no 
wonder-working  magician  had  led  the  rabble  by  the  nofe 
with  his  infernal  juggles,  but  pure  and  undebauched  rea¬ 
fon  taught  men  to  lead  Immortal  lives  on  earth.- 

Tell  me,  O  learned  Haly  !  canlt  thou  believe  that  the 
divine  Architedl  had  no  other  way  to  make  man  than  by 
laying  him  a  thoufand  years  broiling  in  the  fun  ?  or,  that 
there  is  an  apple-tree  growing  very  near  the  throne  of 
God  ?  or,  that  the  angels  can  ftride  fome  hundred  thou- 
fands  of  miles  at  once  ?  Can  we  not  go  to  paradife  unlefs 
we  fwallow  thefe  Ibrange  notions  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to 
beh’eve  in  God  and  Maliomct  bis  prophet,  except  we  will 
receive  all  for  truth  which  the  doctors  tell  us  ?  I  fall  and 
pray  at  the  appointed  times,  and  fometimes  oftener  ;  I 
give  alms  ;  I  love  all  the  creatures  of  God  that  remain 
in  his  love  ;  I  am  not  guilty  of  theft,  murder,  nor  adul¬ 
tery  ;  I  never  forfwore  myfelf,  nor  bore  falfc  witnefs  j 
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yet,  when  I  am  recollected,  I  think  myfelf  the  won't  of 
all  men  ;  I  think  of  ever\"  peccadillo  I  commit  with  in- 
expreffible  regret.  If  all  thk  is  not  fufficient  to  acquit 
me  a  true  and  good  mulTulman,  no  man,  I  hope,  will 
blame  me  if  I  join  with  an  eminent  man  in  thefe  weftern 
parts,  and  wilh  my  foul  among  the  philofophers. 

Paris,  25th  of  the  llth  Moon,  of  the  year  1641. 


BOOK  II. 

LETTER  I. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Thou  mayeft  remember  a  letter  I  fent  thee  concerning 
the  death  of  Mary  de  Medicis,  Queen-mother  and  Dow¬ 
ager  of  France,  wherein  I  alfo  fpoke  of  the  fudden  ftek- 
nefs  of  the  Cardinal  of  Richlieu,  with  the  reports,  opi- 
nions  and  prophecies  divulged  on  that  account.  What 
fpirit  foever  iafpired  thoie  prophets,  it  is  certain  the  e- 
vent  juftilies  their  prediflions  ;  for  the  cardinal  died  this 
very  day,  being  the  4th  of  the  lall  moon  in  the  year,  at 
his  palace  in  this  city,  being  not  full  fifty-eight  years  of 
age. 

I  am  not  very  credulous  of  apparitions,  ghofts,  and 
fuch  like  themes  of  vulgar  fupcrllition  ;  yet  it  is  evident 
the  cardinal  never  lived  to  fee  the  common  New-Year’s- 
Day,  nor  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  life,  as  they  fay  the 
queen’s  ghoft  foretold  him. 

Some  that  have  been  curious  in  examining  his  pedigree 
tell  me,  that  his  progenitors  were  allied  to  one  of  the 
kings  of  France.  However,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  de- 
feended  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  ajpove  five 
hundred  years  Handing  and  eminence  in  that  kingdom.^ 


LEXTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  IT. 


Oo 

lie  had  L.’s  edaca'.ion  in  the  univerfiiy  of  Paris,  where 
lie  attained  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  the  Sorboiine,  a  dig- 
i  lly  nuich  cftce  ncd  in  France  and  moil;  parts  of  Chrif- 
tendom,  except  in  Rome,  w'hich  court  is  jealous  of  the 
horbonnifts,  becaufe  they  have  fometimes  decreed  in  pre- 
t  .idice  of  the  Pope’s  authority  and  the  grandeur  of  the 
Roman  court. 

After  this  he  was  made  a  bifhop,  then  ahnener  cf 
h'rance,  next  fecietary  cf  hate  ;  in  which  ftalion  he  ac¬ 
quitted  himfelf  fo  happily,  that  tlie  king  procured  him 
the  dignity  of  a  cardinal.  There  are  none  cf  the  mini- 
fters  cf  the  Divan  but  know  that  a  cardinal  is  one  of  the 
princes  of  the  Roman  church. 

During  thefe  feveral  hairs  of  jireferment,  he  had  fig- 
nahzed  his  great  abilities  in  negotiating  affairs  of  greateh 
moment.  Yet  in  nothing  did  the  dexterity  of  his  wit 
appear  more  than  in  reconciling  the  mifunderhanding  be¬ 
tween  the  king  and  the  queen-mother,  whereby  he  gain¬ 
ed  much  upon  both  their  affedtions  ;  fo  that  in  a  little 
time  he  was  made  the  principal  miniher  cf  hate,  and  chief 
diredtor  of  the  government,  having  a  guard  of  foldiers  ap¬ 
pointed  to  attend  his  perfoa. 

Then  he  was  made  fuperintendent  of  tire  marine  af¬ 
fairs  ;  after  this,  generalihimo  of  the  armies ;  fo  tliat  he 
feemed  to  have  monopolized  all  command  both  in  church 
and  hate,  by  fea  and  land. 

It  was  impohible  for  him  to  efcape  the  envious  eyes  of 
the  grandees  ;  nay,  the  queen-mother  herfelf,  who  firh 
raifed  him,  began  now  to  grow  jealous  of  his  great  pow¬ 
er  ;  but  efpccially  the  princes  of  the  blood  were  highly 
offended  at  him.  The  Count  of  Soiffons  homached  the 
indignity  the  cardinal  had  offered  him  in  propofmg  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  fufpedf- 
ed  his  defigns  upon  the  regency.  Yet  all  theh  confpira- 
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cies  againft  him  proved  inefFeftual ;  for  neither  by  public 
arms  nor  private  machinations  could  they  ever  prevail 
againft  the  fixed  deftiny  of  this  great  minifter,  who, 
though  lie  had  been  often  attempted  to  be  poifoned,  pif- 
tolled  and  ftabbed,  yet  died  quietly  in  his  bed,  having  a 
little  before  received  a  vifit  from  the  king. 

I  will  not  prefame  to  make  corollaries  or  gloftes  on 
thefe  things,  as  though  I  were  able  to  inftrudl;  thee, 
whofe  wifdom  and  experience  renders  thee  a  fit  oracle 
for  the  greateft  princes  to  refort  to  in  time  of  need.  I 
only  fend  thee  bare  matter  of  faift ;  and,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  cardinal’s  death,  a  brief  abftraift  of  Jris 
life,  as  I  received  it  from  one  of  the  moft  obferving  and 
knowing  men  in  the  French  court. 

I  wifti  thee  health,  long  life  and  happinefs. 

Paris,  /jth  cf  the  laft  Moon,  of  the  year  iS^z. 


II. — 7b  Vencrahle  Mufti. 

I  HAVE  fentto  the  Kaimacham  an  account  of  the  death 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  with  fome  paffages  relating  thereto, 
wherewith  I  thought  it  not  proper  to  interrupt  thy  di¬ 
viner  thoughts. 

This  great  minifter  died  the  fourth  of  this  inftant  moon, 
being  the  laft  of  the  year,  in  his  palace  at  Paris.  His 
body  is  interred  in  the  chapel  of  the  college  of  Sorbonne, 
where  he  finiftied  his  ftudies,  and  attained  the  degree  of 
Doftor  in  theology.  He  has  left  behind  him  a  prodi- 
gious  eftate,  amounting  to  a  million  of  crowns  yearly, 
which  he  has  bequeathed  in  legacies  to  his  kindred, 
friends,  and  creatures ;  and,  as  a  particular  demonftra- 
tion  of  his  gratitude  to  the  king,  he  has  made  him  heir 
of  his  Cardinal  Palace  in  this  city,  with  all  the  plate  and 
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furniture  in  it ;  and,  at  the  lail  vifit  the  king  made  liim 
(which  was  a  little  before  his  death),  he  prefented  him 
with  a  {lone  worth  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  <rold  ; 

O  ' 

upon  whicli,  it  is  difcourfed,  tliat  the  king  -will  fettle  a 
yearly  revenue  on  a  certain  number  of  the  Sorbonnifts,  to 
celebrate  m.afs  daily  for  the  cardinal’s  foul,  during  the 
fpace  of  one  year,  and  once  a  year  afterwards  on  the  da\* 
that  he  died  ;  for  thefe  infidels  approach  thus  near  the 
true  and  undefiled  faitli,  in  that  they  have  hopes  of  Im.- 
mortality,  believing  the  refurreclion  of  the  dead,  and 
that  the  prayers,  alms,  and  good  works  of  the  living, 
do  atone  for  the  fins  of  the  departed  ;  as  our  holv  doc¬ 
tors  teach,  and  as  is  the  practice  of  the  muffulmans 
throughout  the  world. 

This  cardinal  was  richly  endowed  by  nature,  having  a 
firm  latelledt,  vigorous  fpirits,  quick  apprehenfion,  foKd 
judgment,  faithful  memory,  and  a  mcft  prevailing  way 
of  difccurfe  ;  a  man  highly  ferviceable  to  his  king  and 
coantr)',  and  therefore  deferving  better  of  the  French 
than  thofe  fcandalous  reports  and  libels  which  were  ev’ery- 
whcre  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad  to  leffen  his  famiC.  Yet 
there  wanted  not  thofe  who  ftrewed  flowers  on  his  grave, 
and  perfumed  his  afnes  with  encomiums  and  panegyrics. 
In  this  he  lhared  the  common  fate  of  the  great,  that  he 
was  maiicrned  and  envied  llvingr  but  honoured  with  the 
tears  of  his  verv’  enemies  when  dead. 

There  is  one  fault  to  be  found  in  his  canducl,  without 
appearing  too  cenforious  :  that  he  being  a  m.an  coufe- 
crated  to  the  fervlce  of  the  altar,  fhould  fo  often  take  the 
field,  and  divefling  liimfelf  of  the  peaceful  robes  of  reli¬ 
gion,  fr.oald  clothe  hirafelf  in  fteel,  ceh’ghting  more  in 
the  fmeli  of  gunpowder  than  that  of  incenfe,  and  pre¬ 
ferring  the  r.oife  of  war  to  the  hvmns  and  antiphons  of 
the  church  :  not  that  religion  is  incompatible  with  va- 
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lour  ;  and  to  figlit  for  one’s  country  is  not  as  lawful  and  as . 
pious  as  to  pray  for  its  profperity.  Our  holy  law,  the 
celeftidl  pattern  of  truth  to  the  world,  exhorts  us  to 
courage  ;  and  all  true  believers  are  affured  of  the  joys  of 
paradife,  of  unfading  crowns,  and  eternal  felicities,  if 
they  lofe  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  facred  empire,  and 
the  book  of  glory  ;  our  immortal  lawgiver  giving  us 
Ids  own  example,  w’hen  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
greatefc  and  moil  illuftrious  empire  in  the  world,  in  the 
wounds  of  his  enem.ies,  cementing  the  work  rvitlr  the  blood 
of  millions  of  infidels  ;  nor  has  the  fuperllrudlurc  been 
carried  on  by  any  other  methods,  than  thofe  of  perpetual 
war  wlih  the  nations  who  will  not  fubmit  to  our  vldto- 
rious  fultan,  the  invincible  lord  of  the  earth.  But  the 
melienger  of  God  never  required  the  imaums  or  dervifes 
to  take  the  field ;  leaving  arms  only  to  fecular  men,  and 
the  Alcoran  to  the  religious. 

I  forget  that  I  am  fpeaking  to  him,  whofe  repofe  and 
tranquillity  is  the  fpecial  care  of  heaven,  who  is  not  to 
be  difturbed  by  emperors.  Therefore,  in  profound  reve¬ 
rence,  I  faiute  thy  hollnefs  with  a  dutiful  obeifance,  and 
fo  withdraw  m.y  pen. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  lad:  Moon,  of  the  Year  ti542. 


III. — To  Jasmir  Scire  RuGiAL,«rn  AJlrohger  at  Aleppo. 

T  Hou  needed  not  be  aflramed  of  thy  name,  though  It 
denotes  the  dwarfiflrnefs  of  thy  body.  That  little  epi¬ 
tome  of  human  dature  is  exquifitely  regular.  Nature  in 
framing  it  has  faowed  her  deill  in  proportions,  though  fne 
feems  to  have  made  it  too  narrow'  for  thy  foal.  In  this 
thou  art  obliged  to  ber  for  thy  knowledge.  Thy  mind 
being  uneafy  in  Its  diminutive  habitation,  is  for  that  rea- 
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fon  feldom  at  home.  Thy  foul  is  a  perfect  night-walk¬ 
er  ;  when  other  men  are  abed  and  afleep,  thou  art  taking- 
thy  rounds  among  the  fars.  Thou  art  become  a  fpy  up¬ 
on  the  planets ;  if  any  of  them  make  but  a  falfe  ftep, 
thou  telieft  the  world  of  it.  Thou  art  a  pimp  to  all  their 
amorous  affignati  jns  and  conjundtions  ;  and  Vulcan  him- 
felf  never  fo  often  expofed  the  intrigues  of  Mars  and  Ve¬ 
nus  as  thou  haft  done.  But  I  would  have  thee  beware 
left  they  revenge  themfelves  on  thee  fome  time  or  other, 
as  ihe)’^  did  upon  one  of  thy  profeffion,  by  ftiwing  up  a 
certain  king  to  take  away  Iris  life.  Ble  was  a  bold  fel- 
lorv,  and  pretended  great  familiarity  with  the  ftars.  One 
day  he  came  to  the  king,  and  told  him  he  had  exadtly 
calculated  his  nativity ;  and  by  his  obfervations  from 
thence,  according  to  the  rules  of  artfhad  difcovered  that 
he  Ihould  not  live  out  that  year.  The  king  replied,  “  I 
will  prove  that  my  fttill  is  gi'eater  than  thine  ;  for  I  know 
the  very  hour  of  thy  death,  which  is  now  preclfely,  and 
which  all  thy  knowledge  in  aftrology  could  never  forefee, 
nor  be  able  to  prevent fo  he  commanded  his  head  to  be 
immediately  cut  off.  I  would  not  have  thy  ftar-gazing 
fo  fuddenly  fpoiled,  though  they  fay  thou  haft  ventured 
to  talk  fomewhat  too  largely. 

Judicial  aftrology  feems  in  a  great  meafure  obliged  ta 
fuperftirion  for  the  credit  it  has  gained  among  men  ;  and 
the  Latin  proverb  fays,  “  A  wife  man  ftiall  overrule  the 
ftars.”  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  counfel  thee  to  fol¬ 
low  thy  old  recreation  of  teaching  pigeons  to  be  letter- 
carriers.  Yet  I  would  not  have  thee  from  thence  think 
of  building  caftles  in  the  air  like  jEfop,  nor  of  fiying  to 
the  moon  by  the  help  of  a  team  of  geefe,  in  imitation  of 
Domingo  Gonfales. 

But,  fince  I  am  got  among  the  birds,  which  thou  art 
fo  much  delighted  in,  before  I  take  my  leave,  I  wilh 
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thee  as  good  fortune  with  thy  winged  difciples,  as  the 
Roman  cobler  had,  who  taught  a  parrot  to  falute  the 
emperor  as  he  went  along  the  ftreet,  with  thefe  words, 
Hail,  Cffifar  !  which  the  emperor  hearing,  gave  him  a 
royal  price  for  his  parrot.  The  poor  man,  overjoyed  at 
his  good  luck,  got  another  parrot,  and  attempted  to 
teach  her  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but,  having  taken  much 
ineffeflual  pains,  he  ufed  to  fret,  and  fay,  I  have  loft  my 
labour  :  Yet  at  length,  by  daily  repeating  thefe  words, 
the  parrot  had  learned  both  fentences ;  and  the  next  time 
the  emperor  came  by,  it  fald.  Hail,  Casfar !  to  which  the 
emperor  replied,  I  have  enough  fuch  flatterers  at  home  : 
The  parrot,  having  her  leffon  perfedf,  rejoined,  I  have 
loft  my  labour  ;  which  the  emperor  hearing,  and  pleafed 
with  the  novelty,  bought  this  alfo,  and  fettled  a  gene¬ 
rous  penfion  on  the  man  during  his  life. 

If  thou  couldeft,  by  fome  lucky  contingency,  fell  thy 
pigeons  at  fuch  a  rate  to  Sultan  Ibrahim,  thy  tim.e  would 
be  better  fpent,  than  in  playing  the  Mercury,  and  bring¬ 
ing  news  from  the  ftars,*  But  then  thy  pigeons  muft  be 
better  bred,  than  was  that  which  was  fent  to  the  Sophi 
of  Perfia,  with  a  mefiage  from  Babylon,  when  the  late 
invincible  Sultan  Amurath  bcfieged  it  ;  for  the  feathered 
courier,  inftead  of  flying  to  the  Perfian  camp,  took  up 
fhort  by  the  way,  and  perching  on  the  pavilion  of  the  Vi- 
fier  Azem,  was  forthwith  fhot,  and  the  fecret  neceffities 
of  the  city  were  expofed  to  the  Ottoman  army. 

May  fuch  fate  always  attend  infidels  and  heretics, 
when  they  take  up  arms  againft  the  muflulman  empire. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  laft  Moon,  of  the  year  1641. 
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IV. — To  tbs  Grand  Si/riiur’s  Chief  Treasurer. 

O 

Thou  telicft  me,  the  mi'nifters  of  the  fupreme  divan  ac- 
cufe  me  of  negligence,  in  not  writing  often,  and  things 
of  importance.  In  my  opinion,  thou  thyfeli  hail  more 
reafon  to  complain  on  this  fcore,  fmce  I  have  not  fent  a 
letter  to  thee  thefe  four  moons  ;  in  which  time,  not  one 
of  the  reft  but  has  received  leveral  from  me.  Would 
they  have  me  coin  news  ?  Would  they  have  me  amufe 
them  with  relations  of  things  winch  never  had  any  exlft- 
ence  ?  I  have  not  failed  hltlierto  to  communicate  to  the 
Porte  all  the  Intelligences  I  have  received  :  But  they' 
ought  to  confider,  that  the  winter  affords  little  of  action. 
Time,  the  devourer  of  all  things,  has  almoft  fwallowed 
up  the  year  ;  only  this  laft  moon  feems  to  be  pickled  in 
ice  for  a  defert.  We  are  here  up  to  the  knees  in  fnow  ; 
and  the  greateft  warriors  find  it  beft  encamping  by  the 
firefide. 

Here  Is  a  rumour,  that  the  King  of  Perfia  is  dead. 
They  fay  alfo,  that  the  Great ‘Mogul  will  not  put  on 
mourning  for  him,  being  by  his  death  freed  from  a  ftorm 
which  threatened  to  fubvert  all  his  dominions  on  this 
fide  of  Ganges.  It  is  added,  that  he  has  fought  the 
alliance  of  the  Grand  Signior,  with  purpofe  to  continue 
the  war  againft  the  young  King  of  Perfia  (who  has  not 
yet  feen  thirteen  fumm.ers),  and  to  carry  his  forces  to 
the  walls  of  Ifpahan.  It  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  didlate 
to  miy  foverelgn,  who  is  the  foie  judge  of  the  univerfe  ; 
but  perm.it  me  to  guefs  what  will  be  his  condudt  in  this 
affair,  if  what  I  have  heard  be  true.  I  liave  no  reafon 
to  think,  that  Sultan  Ibrahim  will  violate  the  peace 
which  he  has  fo  lately  concluded  with  the  King  of 
Perfia,  the  articles  whereof  he  carries  in  his  bofom. 

Thou  feeft,  moft  ferene  Bafla,  the  tide  of  ness's  is  fo 
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low,  that  Malimut  is  forced  to  (loop  and  receive  it, 
puddled  as  It  Is  by  the  mouths  of  the  vulgar.  If  I  ac¬ 
quaint  thee  with  what  thou  krieweft  before,  let  not  the 
blame  reft  on  me,  who  ought  to  have  received  this  in¬ 
telligence  from  fome  of  the  minifters  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  which  is  the  tabernacle  where  Fame  keeps  her  re- 
fidence.  My  whole  life,  and  the  beft  of  my  fpirits,  are 
confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  Grand  Signlor  ;  I  fpare 
no  pains  or  coft,  whereby  I  may  render  myfelf  effectually 
ufeful  to  the  great  mailer  of  the  imiverfe  :  I  write  often 
to  the  minifters  of  the  divan,  who  are  his  Haves  as  well 
as  I ;  yet  none  vouchfafes  me  an  anfwer,  except  the  Reis 
Effendi  :  I  received  alio  one  letter  full  of  confolation  and 
advice,  from  the  venerable  mufti.  Likewife  Haffein 
Baffa  laid  his  commands  on  me.  Thefe  I  efteem  my, 
friends,  I  would  think  fo  of  all  men,  who  ferve  Sultan 
Ibrahim,  if  they  would  ceafe  to  load  me  with  obloquies. 

1  was  about  to  conclude  my  letter,  when  an  old  courtier 
interrupts  me  with  the  news  of  the  furrender  of  Tortona, 
a  ftrong  town  in  Piedmont,  poffeffed  by  the  Spaniards, 
till  now  obliged  to  quit  it  by  the  French  forces  under 
the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Longueville.  This  place 
was  furrendered  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  the  eleventh 
moon. 

There  has  been  a  long  difference  between  the  princes 
of  the  Floufe  of  Savoy  ;  which  is  at  length  compofed, 
by  the  marriage  of  Prince  Maurice,  Cardinal  of  Savoy, 
with  his  niece,  the  daughter  of  the  dutchefs-regent , 
This  is  that  which  has  warmed  the  courage  of  the  French 
army,  at  this  frozen  time  of  the  year  ;  for,  upon  this 
match,  the  Cardinal  of  Savoy’s  brother.  Prince  Thomas, 
joined  his  forces  to  the  French,  and  took  feveral  ftrong 
caftles  and  towns  from  the  Spaniards,  whom  before  this 
prince  had  aflifted  ;  and  now  laft  of  all,  to  wind  up  the 
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year,  they  have  made  themfelves  mailers  of  this  Tortona, 
a  place  environed  with  recks  and  mountains. 

By  which  thou  mayeft  perceive,  tliat  there  is  no  diffi¬ 
culty  fo  great,  which  may  not  be  overcome  with  courage 
and  perfeverance. 

I  recommend  myfelf  to  thy'  protedlion  and  favour, 
illuilrious  BalTa,  and  defire  the  heavens  to  remunerate 
thee  with  an  increafe  of  joy  and  felicity',  both  here,  and 
in  paradife. 

Paris,  icth  of  the  i2th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1642. 


V. — To  Darkish  Mehemet,  Ba/fa. 

Since  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  of  Richlieu,  here  is 
great  caballing,  and  changing  of  places  at  court.  His 
fuccelTor  in  the  pilotffiip  of  the  ftate,  is  Cardinal  Julio 
Mazarini,  an  Italian,  of  a  generous  extraction.  Neither 
comes  he  ffiort  of  PJclilieu  in  all  thofe  rare  qualities  and 
endowments  which  form  a  complete  ftatefman,  having 
accomplifned  feveral  negotiations,  with  great  fuccefs  and 
applaufc. 

Now  the  old  officers  begin  to  be  cafiilered,  to  mak« 
room  for  the  creatures  of  this  new  minifter,  the  king 
abfolutely  refigning  the  condudl  of  the  public  to  him. 
And  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  the  king  thus  flexible,  if 
what  is  privately  whifpered  be  true,  that  the  queen  has 
yielded  to  the  cardinal  in  points  of  greater  referve  ;  and 
curious  eyes  pretend  to  difeern  the  features  of  Mazarini 
in  the  dauphin’s  face,  who  is  not  much  above  four  years 
old,  being  born  the  fifth  day  of  the  nintli  moon,  in 
the  year  1638,  according  to  the  Chriftians  hegira.  The 
cardinal  is  of  a  grave  and  majeilic  afpeft,  full-faced, 
having  a  piercing  eye  ;  He  is  fomethlng  inclined  to  fat, 
being  a  great  eater,  as  they  fay. 
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The  other  day  he  had  like  to  liave  been  choked  by  ai 
piece  of  beef,  one  part  of  which  hung  fall  in  his  teeth, 
and  the  other  juft  reached  the  paffage  to  the  lungs  ;  and, 
as  it  were,  barring  up  the  door  of  that  paffage,  hindered 
his  refpiratlon  fo  long,  that  his  nofc  fuJdenly  ftarted  out 
a-bleeding  ;  his  face  grew  black,  and  he  was  ready  to 
drop  down  dead,  had  not  one  of  his  attendants  forcibly 
thruft  his  fingers  Into  his  mouth,  and  faftening  on  the 
inorfel,  pulled  it  out  of  his  throat. 

He  that  Is  Lord  of  life  and  death,  preferve  thee  from 
all  perils,  and  make  thee  happy  in  the  fervice  of  our 
great  mafter  ;  who  will  In  time,  I  hope,  curb  the  in- 
folence,  and  punifh  the  vices  of  thefe  gluttonous  infidels. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


VI. — To  IsouF,  hh  K'tnjman. 

I  BELIEVE,  thou  and  thy  coufin  Solyman,  take  me  for  a 
marriage-broker,  or  a  goffip  :  Is  there  no  body  in  Con- 
ftantlnople,  can  inftrudl  you  how  to  manage  your  wives, 
that  you  fend  for  counfel  to  Paris  ?  Or,  do  you  lay 
fnares  for  me,  by  extorting  fuch  advice,  as  will  draw  the 
revenge  of  women  upon  me  ?  Believe  me,  I  have  no  mind 
to  run  the  fate  of  Orpheus,  or,  that  the  tragedy  of  the 
CIconian  Wives  flrould  be  adled  upon  me. 

I  rather  expedled  a  complete  journal  of  thy  travels  in 
the  Eaft  :  But,  I  perceive,  thou  haft  not  yet  received 
my  letter.  Thou  talkeft  of  going  to  Aleppo  in  the 
fpring.  If  thy  refolution  hold,  I  defire  thee  when  thou 
art  there,  to  make  an  offering  for  me  to  Sheh  Boubac, 
the  Santone,  whofe  fepulchre  is  about  a  league  from 
that  city,  a  place  of  great  devotion,  and  reforted  to  from 
all  the  cities  in  thofe  parts.  Without  doubt,  Sheh 
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Boilbac  is  with  God  ;  and  his  prayers  are  heard  for  fuch 
as  honour  his  virtues,  and  approach  his  fepulchre,  to  pay 
their  devotions  there  with  humility  and  faith. 

Likewife,  I  defire  thee  to  diftribute  three  hundred 
afpers  to  the  poor  of  Aleppo,  who  beg  in  the  ftreets  for 
the  fake  of  Syntana  FiiTa.  If  thou  haft  not  heard  of 
this  female  faint,  I  will  relate  to  thee  how  fire  came  to 
be  canonized.  This  city  was  the  place  of  her  nativity 
and  refidence.  When  fhe  came  to  the  age  of  fixteen 
years,  ftie  was  married  to  a  fpahee,  called  Griuli  Eben 
Sagran  ;  but,  the  firft  night,  as  her  hufband  was  going 
to  bed  with  her,  he  fell  into  a  trance,  wherein  he  faw 
paradife  opened,  and  the  holy  Prophet  leading  Syntana 
Fiffa,  his  wife,  in  one  of  the  alleys  of  Eden ;  whereby, 
when  he  came  to  himfelf,  and  miffing  his  wife  (who  was 
never  after  to  be  found),  he  was  fatisfied  that  flic  was 
one  of  the  daughters  of  paradife  ;  fince  which  time,  the 
people  have  efteemed  her  as  a  faint,  or  rather  an  incarnate 
female  angel.  The  Moors  relate  this  ftory  otherwife, 
and  make  a  fecond  Mary  Magdalen  of  her ;  of  whom 
the  Grecians  fay,  that  fhe  was  a  common  proftitute  at 
firft,  but  on  a  time  being  aflced  her  accuftomed  favours 
gratis,  and  for  the  love  of  God,  fhe  by  granting  it, 
merited  the  grace  of  converfion,  and  fo  became  a  faint. 
But,  I  would  not  have  thee  regard  this  fable,  though  it 
.be  common  in  the  mouths  of  the  ignorant  at  Aleppo. 

If  thou  beareft  any  refpeA  for  thy  uncle  Mahmut,  let 
me  have  a  proof  it,  in  giving  me  an  account  of  thy 
travels.  I  do  not  require  a  chart  of  the  regions  through 
which  thou  haft  pafTed  ;  being  no  ftranger  to  the  geo¬ 
graphy  of  Afia.  Neither  would  I  have  thee  tell  me, 
how  many  leagues,  courfes,  or  furlongs,  there  are  be¬ 
tween  fuch  and  fuch  cities.  Thefe  are  the  remarks  of 

every  carrier  or  mercerman.  But  that  which  I  aim  at 
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is  to  know,  what  natural,  moral,  and  political  obferva* 
tions  thou  haft  made,  in  fo  vaft  a  track  of  ground  as 
thou  haft  meafured,  comprehending  the  greateft  and  moft 
celebrated  part  of  Afia. 

This  is  the  fecond  letter  I  have  fent  thee,  fince  thy 
return  to  Conftantinople  ;  Let  thy  anfwer  be  adequate 
to  my  expeefation.  In  the  interim,  I  counfel  thee  firfl; 
to  get  an  abfolute  conqueft  of  thyfelf,  and  then  thou 
wilt  eaftly  govern  thy  wife. 

May  the  moft  high  God  adjuft  your  differences  happily, 
and  make  your  lives  to  be  as  innocent  and  contented,  as 
thofe  of  Philemon  and  Baucis.  Thou  knoweft  the  ftory. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


VII. — To  Mahomet,  Bajfa  of  Damafeus. 

H  ERE  is  a  Genoefe  merchant  in  this  city,  with  whom 
1  often  converfe,  as  I  do  with  all  ftrangers  that  are  men 
of  intelligence,  learning  fometimes  from  them  advices 
which  are  not  common.  He  tells  me,  that  Manfour,  the 
youngeft  fon  of  old  Facardine,  the  brave  Emir  of  Sidon, 
whom  his  father  had  given  in  hoftage  to  Sultan  Amurath, 
is  now  living  In  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  Florence  ;  that 
he  efcaped  by  the  afliftance  of  a  Grecian  prieft,  from 
the  caftle  of  the  Seven  Towers,  and  that  the  Duke  of 
Florence  has  promifed  to  affift  him  with  (hips,  men  and 
money,  towards  the  recovery  of  his  patrimony. 

The  French  fpeak  of  his  father  with  much  refpeft, 
and  compaffion  of  his  misfortunes  ;  they  fay,  he  was  de- 
feended  from  a  noble  captain,  which  the  renowned  God¬ 
frey  of  Bulloign  left  in  thofe  parts,  when  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  wars  of  the  Holy  Land  ;  and,  that  though 
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Facardine  wore  a  Turkifh  turban,  yet  he  had  French 
blood  in  his  veins.  They  tax  Amurath  with  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  his  oath,  in  caufing  him  to  be  ftrangled,  when  he 
had  folemnly  fvvorn  to  the  contrary  ;  and  fome  of  them 
are  fo  bold  as  to  fay,  that  if  his  fon  Ali  had  not  been 
killed,  he  would  have  fhook  the  throne,  whofe  founda¬ 
tion  is  deep  as  the  centre  of  the  earth,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  moved,  without  the  diffolution  of  the  globe. 

This  Genoefe  brags  much  after  the  fame  nature  of 
I'lanfour,  who,  he  fays,  is  preferred  by  providence  to 
abafe  the  pride  of  the  Ottoman  family,  to  revenge  his 
father’s  blood,  and  re-ellablilh  the  Drufes  in  their  ancient 
pofTefiions. 

Suppofing  this  news  to  be  true,  I  judged  it  my  duty 
to  give  thee  timely  notice  of  it,  who  poffelfeft  part  of  his 
eftate,  left  he  Ihould  furprife  thee,  unawares,  and  ferve 
thee  as  one  of  his  anceftors  did  the  Damafcenes,  who 
got  from  them  feveral  of  their  towns  and  caftles,  when 
they  leaft  dreamt  of  any  invafion.  He  will  claim  to 
Gazir,  D’Acre,  and  Saphet,  thofe  being  torn  from  his 
father  in  that  laft  rebellion.  In  a  word,  thou  wouldeft 
find  him  an  ill  neighbour,  fnould  he  catch  thee  unpro¬ 
vided. 

Should  it  come  to  a  ti'ial,  I  wlfh  thy  foldiers  may 
prove  more  faithful  to  thee,  than  did  the  Germans  lately 
under  the  command  of  Leopold,  Archduke  of  Auftria, 
and  General  Picolomini,  who  going  to  relieve  Leipfick, 
befieged  at  that  time  by  the  Swedes,  and  entering  battle 
with  them,  above  fix  thoufand  of  their  foldiers  never  dif- 
charged  a  mu{leet,,or  drew  a  fword,  but  gave  their  ene¬ 
mies  an  entire  victory,  without  ftriking  a  ftroke.  Should 
thy  forces  ferv'e  thee  fo,  when  Manfour  enters  thy  tenl- 
tories,  thou  wilt  be  in  danger  _^of  lofing,  not  only  the 
fore-mentioned  towns,  but  Damafeus  itfelf ;  a  place  fo 
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delicioully  Tituatec],  that  our  holy  Prophet  himfelf  durfl; 
not  venture  into  it,  leil  this  earthly  paradife  fhould  tempt 
him  to  take  up  his  abode  there,  and  caufe  him  to  negledl 
the  heavenly. 

May  the  Great  Protedlor  of  kingdoms  and  empires, 
preferve  botlr  Damafcus  and  the  whole  empire,  from  the 
fury  of  rebels  and  infidels. 

Paris,  4th  of  the  zd  Moon,  of  the  year  1643. 


VIII. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti,  Arbitrator  of  the  Pro~ 
blems  and  Myjlerles  of  Faith. 

I  ADDRESS  to  the  duft  of  thy  feet,  O  thou  fpring  of  all 
true  fcience.  I  wrote  to  thee  formerly,  to  defire  thy  in- 
ftrudlion  and  aid,  in  anfwering  fome  cavils  and  blaf- 
phemies  of  the  infidels.  Now  I  think  a  great  light  hath 
ihined  in  my  breaft.  Now  I  think  I  can  anfwer  them 
with  arguments  clear  and  intelligible.  Neverthelefs  I 
will  not  walk  without,  a  guide. 

Our  life  in  this  tranfitory  world,  is  checquered  with 
various  interv’als  of  light  and  darknefs,  of  knowledge  and 
ignorance.  Sometimes,  the  foul  of  man  is  bright  and 
ferene  as  the  orient,  at  other  times  wrapped  up  in  clouds 
and  mifts.  Then  we  are  as  in  a  dream,  and  full  of  anxiety  4 
wc  grope  about  for  truth,  and  yet  ftumble  upon  errors, 
as  in  the  depth  of  night.  So  fared  it  with  me,  when 
thefe  infidels  affaulted  me  with  queftlons  and  cavils  con¬ 
cerning  our  holy  law.  I  heard  them  with  horror  and 
pain,  but  knew  not  how  to  put  them  to  filence.  I  fled 
to  thee  for  fuccour,  who  art  inftrudted  in  all  knowledge, 
true  heir  of  the  prophetic  light.  But  a  ray  from  heaven 
has  prevented  thy  anfwer,  and  I  will  communicate  to 
thee  my  thoughts. 
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God  is  mod  High,  and  incomprehenfible  ;  vve  cannot 
overtake  him  in  his  ways.  The  works  of  his  hands  are 
perfe6f,  and  full  of  wifdom.  Why  do  the  infidels  blaf- 
pheme  the  Eternal  ?  Gabriel,  the  meffenger  of  God, 
bright  and  glorious,  flew  through  the  heavens  ;  and  to 
avoid  a  burning  comet  which  then  flamed  in  the  flty,  he 
took  his  eourfe  too  near  the  orb  of  the  moon  ;  and,  with 
the  end  of  one  of  his  wings  he  brufhed  the  planet,  leav¬ 
ing  a  mark  of  the  ftroke,  as  a  memorial  to  the  angels 
for  the  future  ;  even  as  a  fea-inark  is  placed  to  give 
warning  of  rocks  and  funds. 

The  infidels  deride,  and  alk,  hov/  big  was  Gabriel’s 
wing  ?  Who  can  meafure  the  works  of  the  Omnipotent  ? 
Let  thefe  infidels  number  but  the  atoms  that  cleave  to 
the  foies  of  their  feet,  when  they  walk  in  fandy  places  ! 
Or,  let  them  weigh  the  air  that  is  fliut  up  in  a  bottle  ! 
If  they  cannot  perform  thefe  things  which  are  near  them, 
and  within  their  reach,  why  do  they  mock  at  the  great- 
nefs  of  angels,  which  dwell  in  the  immenfe  heavens  ? 

They  take  their  meafures  of  celeftial  things  from  the 
narrow  fearch  of  their  fenfes,  which  yet  fail  them  in 
common  terreftrial  objefts.  If  we  believe  our  fenfes, 
they  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  moon  is  no  bigger  than 
a  royal  charger,  and  the  liars  have  no  larger  dimenfions 
than  a  lamp  or  torch  ;  whereas  we  are  alfured  by  reafon, 
and  allronomi&al  obfervations,  that  the  moon  is  little  lefs 
than  the  globe  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  fome  of  the  liars 
are  near  a  hundred  times  bigger.  If  thefe  ornaments  of 
the  fley,  which  look,  at  this  dillance,  like  glittering 
fparks  of  fire,  are  really  of  fo  prodigious  a  bulk  ;  why 
may  we  not  believe,  that  angels,  who  dwell  higher  than 
the  highell  liars,  are  much  greater,  and  more  magnificent 
creatures  than  they  ?  Nay,  what  incongruity  is  it  to  be¬ 
lieve,  what  our  holy  doftors  teach,  that  the  angels  can 
ll’.ide  from  one  liar  to  another  ? 
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And  now  I  am  plunged  thus  far  in  the  depths  of  na¬ 
ture,  fuffer  me  to  wade  yet  deeper,  nay,  to  fwim  in  the 
abyfs  of  fpeculation.  I  will  tell  thee  my  thoughts  ;  The 
works  of  God  are  unmeafurable,  and  there  is  no  bound 
or  limit  to  the  extent  of  the  world  ;  it  is  high  as  thought 
can  foar,  endlefs  as  imagination  can  travel.  Who  can 
tell  where  the  walls  of  paradiie  are  ?  Or,  has  any  one 
gone  the  circuit  of  the  feventh  heaven  ?  Magnificent  is 
the  fabric  of  God, 'and  the  apartments  thereof  are  full 
of  majefty  !  The  potentates  above  are  glorious  and 
mighty  ;  and  the  manfions  of  angels  furpafs  in  grandeur 
this  vifible  world  !  How  great  then  is  the  ftature  of 
thofe  angels  !  Let  not  infidels  deride,  nor  think  it  a 
fable  ;  for,  the  diftance  between  the  feet  of  an  angel  is 
many  hundred  thoufand  miles.  They  turn  the  celeftial 
orbs  about  (if  what  the  learned  Chriftians  teach  out  of 
Ariftotle  and  other  old  philofophers  be  true,  when  they 
aflign  to  each  fphere  its  particular  angel,  or  moving 
Intelligence).  How  can  this  be  done,  unlefs  the  angels 
were  greater  and  mightier  than  the  orbs  they  move  ? 
Without  all  doubt,  the  leffer  is  moved  of  the  greater, 
and  the  weaker  by  the  ftronger.  Thefe  are  arguments 
clear  and  intelligible,  and  fuch  as  the  infidels  cannot  an- 
fwcr.  Thus  lliall  I  be  able  to  affert  the  truth  againft 
the  impious,  and  to  vindicate  the  glorious  works  of  God, 
(the  ftrong  and  potent  angels  excelling  in  majefty  and 
grandeur)  from  the  blafphemies  of  the  uncircumcifed. 

If  they  afle.  How  the  angel  Gabriel  (fince  he  is  of  fo 
prodigious  a  ftature)  could  be  circumfcribed  in  the  clo- 
fet  of  Mary  the  mother  ef  jefus  ?  I  allc  them.  How  the 
body  of  Jefus,  which,  they  fay,  is  in  the  fact  ament  of 
the  mafs  (of  which  thou  art  not  ignorant),  can  be  cir¬ 
cumfcribed  within  the  nan'ow  Eompafs  of  a  wafer  ?  Or, 
how  it  can  be  there  and  in  heaven  at  the  fame  time  j 
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which  they  believe  ;  hay,  and  in  ten  t’noufand  wafers,  in 
fo  many  different  places  of  the  world  at  once  ? 

To  this  fo  preffing-  an  argument,  they  have  jio  other 
anfwer,  but  that  the  power  of  God  is  infinite,  and  his 
Avorks  incomprehenfible.  Very  well :  If  he  be  omnipo¬ 
tent  la  one  thing,  is  his  power  reftrained  in  another  ?  If 
the  prefence  of  the  body  of  Jefus  in  feveral  places,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  incomprehenfible,  fo  is  the  appearance  of 
the  mighty  angel  Gabriel,  in  the  oratory  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  incomprehenfible  alfo. 

The  nature  of  angels  is  unknown  to  us  mortals,  and 
the  manner  of  their  appearance.  Sufficient  it  is  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  divine  oracles,  and  not  to  pry  into  the  fecrets  of 
God. 

Thus  fhall  I  confute  the  infidels,  when  they  cavil  a- 
galnll  the  Alcoran ;  thug  flrall  I  feal  up  the  polluted  lips, 
and  put  to  filence  the  blafphemous  tongues  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  God  and  his  Prophet, 

Moreover,  they  fay.  The  meffenger  of  God  has  pro- 
mlfed  a  fenfual  paradife  to  the  true  believers,  becaufe  the 
book  of  glory  mentions  the  gardens  of  Eden  ;  gardens 
wherein  flow  many  rivers,  rivers  of  wine,  milk  and  ho. 
ney,  with  trees  of  all  deleftable  fruits  ;  and  that  the 
righteous  fhall  be  clothed  in  veils  of  purple  and  crimfon, 
repofing  on  ftately  beds,  and  fhall  enjoy  the  company  of 
beautiful  women,  and  fhall  be  replenifhed  with  eternal 
felicity. 

Doubtlefs  they  are  blinded  with  malice,  and  hood¬ 
winked  by  the  fpirit  of  contradiftion,  elfe  why  do  they 
thus  cavil  at  the  manifeU  light  of  truth,  the  dodlrine  of 
faith,  the  undefiled  article  of  glory  ?  They  profefs  to 
believe  the  refurreftion  of  the  body,  as  well  as  w’e  :  Will 
they  not  then  believe,  that  God  hath  provided  pleafures 
fuitabie  to  the  body  after  its  refurreftion,  I  mean  the 
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bodies  of  the  juft  ?  They  tell  their  difciples  and  profe- 
lytes  doleful  ftories  of  the  pains  of  the  damned  in  hell,  as 
burning  in  fire  and  brimftone  ;  nay,  the  book  of  the  gof- 
pei  itfelf  fpeaks  of  a  lake  of  fulphur  and  fire.  Are  not 
thefe  torments  to  be  inflicted  on  the  body,  which  they 
own  are  prepared  for  the  wicked  ?  And  will  they  deny 
proportionate  pleafures  to  the  bodies  of  the  juft  in  para- 
dife  i  V/hat  ule  will  there  be  of  our  bodies  after  the  re- 
furrection,  if  not  to  enjoy  bodily  pleafures,  or  feel  the 
rigour  of  infinite  pains  ?  Doubtlefs,  the  juft  {hall  be  re- 
pleniflied  with  all  the  joys,  and  the  unjuft  with  all  the 
dolours  of  which  their  fenfes  are  capable  :  And  this  they 
themfelvcs  believe  ;  yet  thefe  captious  infidels  pick  quar¬ 
rels  with  our  holy  lawgiver,  and  fay,  that  the  paradife 
which  he  promifes  is  fit  for  none  but  fools  or  beafts. 

I  have  read  in  books  of  devotion,  which  the  Chriftians 
ufe,  that  the  blefled  in  heaven  {hall  be  fatiated  with  ail 
manner  of  delights  :  the  eye  {hall  always  behold  moll 
beautiful  objedls  ;  the  tafte  (hall  be  gratified  with  incre¬ 
dible  fweets ;  the  fmell  firall  be  pleafed  with  all  manner 
of  rich  odours  and  perfumes,  far  furpaffing  the  aromatics 
of  Arabia  ;  the  ear  {liall  hear  fuch  wonderful  mufic,  as 
one  on’y  ftraiii  thereof  vrere  fufficient  to  lull  all  the 
hearts  of  this  iublunary  world  afieep  :  In  fine,  there  fhall 
be  none  of  their  fenfes  and  faculties  \vhich  fhall  not  be 
tranfported  and  laviflied  with  Infinite  delights.  What  is 
all  this  but  fenfual  pleafure  ?  Can  there  be  any  plainer 
dcfcriptlon  of  bodily  enjoyments  than  this  i  Why  do 
they  then  rnalicioufly  traduce  the  melfenger  of  God,  and 
refift  the  truth  ? 

But  they  will  fay,  that  the  pleafures  which  they  fhall 
enjoy  after  the  refurredlion,  will  be  refined  and  fpiritual 
as  their  bodies  {hall  be  :  whereas,  they  fay,  our  prophet 
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intimates  grofs,  carnal  enjoyments,  as  the  company  of 
beautiful  women,  and  fuch  amorous  delights. 

Certainly,  they  are  wilfully  blind,  and  Ihut  their  eyes 
againft  the  light,  or  elfe  they  would  eafily  fee  through 
the  veil  of  allegories  and  metaphors,  which  our  divin« 
Prophet  ufes  in  the  Alcoran,  to  adapt  the  doclrine  of 
heavenly  things  to  the  dull  capacities  of  men,  even  as  all 
the  prophets  and  apoftles  have  done  before  him.  In  the 
book  of  the  gofpel,  paradife  is  defcribed  under  the  figure 
of  a  moft  magnificent  city,  built  all  of  gold  and  precious 
ilones,  with  a  river  flowing  by  it,  and  trees  whofe  fruit 
never  withers,  nor  their  leaves  fade.  Will  the  Chriftians 
take  this  in  the  literal  fenfe,  or  do  they  own  it  to  be  an 
allegory  ?  If  the  latter,  then.  Why  do  they  blafpheme 
the  facred  oracles  of  our  holy  lawgiver,  becaufe  he  de- 
fcribes  the  felicities  of  paradife  under  fenfible  figures  and 
types,  fuch  as  are  moft  apt  to  work  on  the  affeftions  of 
men  ? 

It  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  our  enjoyment  of  beauti¬ 
ful  women  in  paradife,  (hall  be  attended  with  the  lead  of 
thofe  impurities  which  ftain  it  in  this  life..  Our  pleafures 
lhall  be  agreeable  to  the  place  \vhither  we  go,  pure  and 
Immaculate.  As  we  fliall  there  enjay  the  perfedlion  of 
beauty,  without  the  fmalleft  allay  of  deformity,  fo,  in 
our  enjoyment,  we  fliall  be  tranfported  with  the  heighth 
of  extacy,  without  the  leaft  mixture  of  pollution. 

Nor  fliall  thefe  bodily  delights  fuperfcde  or  hinder  our 
more  fpiritual  enjoyments  ;  but  both  body  and  foul  fliall 
be  raviflied  with  eternal  felicities. 

Tell  me,  thou  who  art  the  key  of  the  treafures  of 
truth,  whether  I  am  now  fufficiently  armed  with  reafons 
to  withftand  the  cavils  and  objedlions  which  the  Infidels 
make  againft  our  holy  law.  I  have  laid  at  thy  feet  my 
fentimenjts,  fubmitting  all  to  thy  unerring  wifdom ;  vouch- 


Book  II. 


A  SPY  AT  PARIS. 


loy 

fafe  to  confirm  what  I  have  well  faid,  and  to  corrcA  my 
errors ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  thy  divine  ejaculations, 
glance  a  thought  on  the  humbleft  of  thy  flaves,  praying 
for  the  exiled  Mahmut,  that  he  may  perfevere  in  the  true 
faith,  and,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  may  tafte  the  joys  of 
paradife,  which  he  zealoufly  aflerts  againft  the  infidels. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  jd  Moon,  of  the  year  1643. 


IX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

w  HEK  I  informed  thee  of  the  fiege  of  Perpignan,  I 
had  not  heard  of  the  extraordinary  honours  which  were 
done  to  the  Prince  of  Morgues  during  that  fiege.  This 
prince  was  a  fuhjeft  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  had  in  pof- 
fefiion  the  town  of  Monaco;  yet,  for  fome  difgufts  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Spaniards,  he  fome  years  ago 
had  thoughts  of  throwing  himfelf  upon  the  protedlion  of 
the  King  of  France  ;  but  difficulties  arifing,  it  took  not 
effedl  at  that  time.  However,  in  the  year  1641,  by  the 
dexterity  of  the  governor  of  Provence,  he  was  fo  far 
wrought  upon,  that  a  French  garrifon  was,  by  his  con¬ 
nivance,  put  into  Monaco,  and  he  totally  threw  off  his 
obedience  to  the  King  of  Spain  ;  and  though  great  offers 
were  made  him  by  the  Cardinal  of  Savoy  and  others,  yet 
he  rejefted  all ;  and  to  demonfirate  to  King  Philip,  that 
his  foul  was  altogether  French,  he  fent  him  back  the 
collar,  which  was  the  badge  of  his  knighthood,  beftowed 
on  him  in  the  Spanilh  court. 

After  which,  four  galleys  of  Naples  cruifing  on  the 
fea  before  Ville  Franche,  one  of  them,  by  the  order  of 
the  captain,  failed  to  Monaco,  not  having  heard  of  the 
revolt  of  this  place.  The  prince  invited  the  captain  to 
come  affiore,  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  landed,  threefcore 
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Frenchmen,  who  lay  hiM  in  the  boat  which  carried  tl'.e 
meflage,  boarded  the  galley  with  admirable  refolutlon, 
killing  near  thirty  Spaniards  who  made  refinance,  and 
the  reft  yielding,  the  French  took  poiTeffion  of  the  veffel. 

The  prince  failed  in  this  galley  to  Marfeilles,  with  his 
fon,  who  is  dignified  with  the  title  of  a  Marquis,  and, 
taking  their  way  thr-ii.gh  Provence  and  Languedoc, 
came  to  the  King  of  France,  while  he  lay  with  his  army 
before-  Perpignan. 

King  Lewis,  to  whom  nothing  Is  more  delightful  than 
to  reward  the  merits  of  brave  men,  carefied  him  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  demonftrations  of  affeftion,  and  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  his  fervice ;  fending  his  coaches  to  meet  him  on 
the  way,  caufing  his  army  to  appear  in  battle  array,  en¬ 
tertaining  him  at  his  own  table,  and  doing  all  things 
which  might  honour  the  arrival  of  this  prince  at  his 
camp ;  and,  to  make  him  amends  for  the  lofs  of  his  or¬ 
der  of  knighthood,  he  invehed  him  with  that  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghofl.,  which,  as  I  have  In  my  former  letters  told  thee, 
is  a  fair  ftep  to  make  one  a  peer  of  France. 

I  thought  good  to  inform  thee  of  this  pafiage,  illuflri- 
ous  mlnlller,  in  whofe  power  it  lies,  to  lift  up  to  digni¬ 
ties,  and  the  great  charges  pf  the  empire,  men  in  whom 
thou  perceivell  a  genius  capable  of  great  undertakings. 

God  d’lecl  thee  in  making  choice  of  fuch  as  may  be 
cffcCiuaily  feiviceable  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  id  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


X. — To  Achmet  Beig. 

I  feem.s  as  If  the  late  revolution  in  Porttigal  had  embit- 
tcicd  the  Spaniards  to  defpair,  and  fwplled  the  fpleen  of 
that  nation  with  infupportable  rancour.  The  lofs  which 
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they  cannot  hope  fairly  to  recover  by  arms,  they  feck  to 
revenge  by  diihcnourable  aflalbn  and  trerxhery. 

The  Marquis  de  Los -Velez,  the  Spaniih  ambaffador 
at  the  court  of  Rome,  could  not  brook  to  fee  there  an 
ambaffador  from  the  King  of  Portugal,  whom  he  efteem- 
ed  at  beft  but  a  fubjedl,  or  a  traitor,  to  Phiiip  his  maker. 
He  tried  all  means  to  prevent  and  hinder  his  audience 
with  the  pope,  and  openly  demanded,  that  he  might  be 
fent  back  into  Portugal  with  dlfgrace ;  but  the  Sieur  de 
Fontenay,  ambaffador  from  France,  fupported  and 
countenanced  the  Portuguefe  minifter,  which  precipitat¬ 
ed  the  Marquis  de  Los-Velez  to  one  of  the  blacked  at¬ 
tempts  that  has  ever  ftained  the  records  of  time. 

Thou  art  not  to  learn,  that  the  perfons  of  ambaffadors 
are,  by  the  law  of  nations,  efteemed  facred  ;  their  houfcs, 
fanftuaries  ;  and  whatfoever  injury  is  offered  them,  is  at 
lealt  accounted  a  civil  facrilege  :  Yet  the  Spaniih  ambaf¬ 
fador,  finding  the  Bilhop  of  Lamego  ( fo  was  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  called)  protedled  and  favoured  by  the  French  in- 
tereft,  refolves  to  leap  over  the  fences  which  fecure  the 
immunities  and  fafety  of  his  own  funftion,  and  to  vio¬ 
late  the  lawq  without  which  he  himfelf  could  not  deep 
free  front  danger  in  his  bed  ;  for  being  inform-ed,  that 
the  Portuguefe  ambaffador  was  gone  to  vifit  the  Sieur  de 
Fontenay,  he  goes  out  of  his  houfe  with  a  train  of  about 
twenty  men,  and,  covering  his  defign  with  a  pretence  of 
going  to  the  houfe  of  an  eminent  cardinal,  he  takes  the 
fame  way  as  the  Portuguefe  bilhop  was  to  return  to  his 
houfe.  But  the  French  ambaflador  having  notice,  that 
one  of  the  marquis’s  retinue  was  obferved  to  dog  tljie 
bilhop  to  his  palace,  and  return  immediately  to  Ipis  maf- 
ter,  fet  fome  fpies  upon  the  Marquis  de  Los-Velez,  who 
brought  him  word,  that  the  marquis  had  ordered  all  his 
retinue  to  arm  themfelves,  and  follow  hinj.  This  gave  a 
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fufficient  alarm  and  fufpicion  to  de  Fontenay,  fo  that  he 
commanded  thirty  of  his  fervants  to  arm  likewife,  and 
follow  him  in  feparate  parties,  at  a  diftance  from  one  an¬ 
other,  being  refolved  to  protedf  the  Portuguefe,  who 
was  an  ally  of  France,  and  to  prevent  the  delign  of  his 
enemies.  No  fooner  had  the  Bhhop  of  Lamego  taken 
his  coach,  but  notice  was  given  to  the  Spaniih  minifter, 
who  Immediately  advances  toward  him,  big  with  the  mur¬ 
der  he  intended  to  comm.it ;  but  the  French  appearing, 
and  falling  brifltly  upon  the  Spaniards,  killed  feven  of 
them  in  a  moment,  and  broke  through  the  reft,  even  to 
the  very  coach  of  the  Marquis,  with  a  refolution  to  make 
him  tafte  the  death  he  defigned  for  the  poor  biftiop  ;  but 
he.  had  the  fortune  to  efcape  into  the  palace  of  a  Spanifti 
cardinal,  and  fo  faved  himfelf. 

The  Spanhh  am.baffador,  after  this,  being  nettled  at 
his  ill  fuccefs,  and  the  favour  which  the  biftiop  of  Name- 
go  found  in  that  court,  defigned  to  remove  to  Naples  ; 
but  the  pope  fet  a  guard  on  him  to  prevent  it,  till  fuch 
time  as  he  had  given  hoftages  for  the  indemnity  of  his 
nuncios  in  Spain  and  Naples. 

The  Neapolitan  Viceroy  being  informed  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  made  great  preparations  ;  and  the  Spaniards 
threatened  to  plunder  and  burn  the  city  of  Rome  ;  But, 
upon  more  deliberate  thouglvts,  the  viceroy  made  fliow 
of  friendftiip  to  the  pope,  offering  him  five  thonfand  fol- 
diers  to  alTift  againft  the  Duke  of  Parma,  thinking,  by 
this  fraud,  to  gain  admiflion  into  the  Ecclefiaftic  terri¬ 
tories,  which  would  facilitate  the  way  to  the  fatisfac- 
tions  they  aimed  at :  But  the  pope  knew  how  to  return 
the  viceroy’s  compliment,  without  hazarding  his  own 
eftate,  telling  him,  that  the  Roman  forces  were  more 
than  fufficient  to  conquer  the  duke,  had  he  any  other  de- 
figns  than  thofe  of  peace. 
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By  this  paffage  of  the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  thou  may- 
eft  comprehend  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  infidels,  who 
dare  trample  upon  human  and  facred  laws,  and  that  in 
Rome  itfelf,  where  the  fupreme  mufti  of  the  Chriftians 
keeps  his  feat.  It  was  never  known,  that  fuch  a  thing 
was  attempted  in  the  Sublime  Porte,  where  the  majefty 
and  fevere  juftice  of  the  Ottoman  empire  ftrikes  an  awe 
and  terror  into  all  people,  reftraining  the  very  thoughts 
of  fo  heinous  a  crime. 

May  the  Confcrvator  of  the  ages  haften  the  prefixed 
time,  wherein  the  Chriftian  nations  ftiall  be  fubdued  to 
the  muffulman  faith,  that  fo  juftice  and  virtue,  with  per¬ 
petual  peace,  may  blefs  the  earth. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XI. — ’To  the  VisiER  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

J  COULD  not  let  this  poft  go  without  a  letter,  though  I 
have  nothing  material  to  write.  However,  it  is  a  tefti- 
mony  of  my  duty,  to  let  thee  know  that  Mahmut  is  not 
idle  ;  that  he  fuffers  not  an  hour,  a  moment,  to  efcape, 
wherein  he  ftudies  not  to  do  fome  acceptable  fervice  to 
the  Grand  Signior. 

All  the  difpatches  which  I  receive  from  the  Porte, 
feem  like  black  clouds  gathering  on  the  margin  of  the 
horizon,  the  fure  harbingers  of  an  approaching  ftorm. 
One  accufes  me  of  negledling  the  fervice  of  the  mafter 
of  the  world  ;  another  tells  me,  I  am  too  expenfive  ;  a 
third  fays,  the  minifters  of  the  Divan  will  take  ether  me¬ 
thods.  They  mince  their  expreffions  ;  no  man  will  deal 
plainly  with  me.  They  mix  threatenings  with  compli¬ 
ments,  as  if  I  were  a  child,  and  needed  the  difcipline  of 
a  rattle  and  a  rod.  Would  they  have  me  reverfe  the  do 
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crces  of  dcftiny,  turn  winter  into  fuinnier,  and  change 
the  whole  order  of  nature  :  Or,  is  it  expefted,  that  I 
Hiould  renew  the  exploit  of  Cadmus,  and  caufe  earth- 
born  armies  to  arife,  on  purpole  to  furnilh  matter  of 
•news  to  the  Porte  ?  I  appeal  to  thee,  fupreme  Vifier, 
at  whofe  nod  tlie  Divan  is  aflenihled  or  dilTolved,  whe¬ 
ther  I  deferve  the  cenfures  that  are  paffed  upon  me  ?  No 
man  can  accufe.me  of  betraying  my  trull,  or  of  holding 
any  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  mufl'uirr.aa 
empire.  What  is  then  my  crimic  ?  Am  I  to  be  con¬ 
demned  for  employing  the  money  which  is  allotted  me 
for  fiibfitlence  to  render  my  minillry  more  fuccefsful  ? 
Will  they  call  it  an  embezzling  the  fulian’s  money, 
when,  rather  than  Iioard  it  up  for  my  own  private  proiit 
and  conveniencies  (as  I  might  do  conhderable  fums,  were 
I  fo  bafely  frugal),  I  frankly  part  with  it  to  confummate 
the  affair  for  which  I  am  placed  here  ?  Or,  is  the  Otto¬ 
man  treafury  grown  low,  that  heretofore  has  fupported 
the  indigent  world,  and  by  an  excefs  of  royal  munifi¬ 
cence,  has  been  thrown  to  the  filhes  of  the  fea  i  Is  Mah- 
mut  alone  to  be  elleeraed  a  prodigal  in  liis  prefent  ex- 
pences,  becaufe  it  is  known  that  he  was  a  Have  in  Sicily, 
and  tied  down  to  the  penurious  flint  of  a  rigorous  pa¬ 
tron  ?  Suffer  me  this  once,  f.ige  minifler,  to  vindicate 
myfelf,  and  to  tell  thee,  that  the  h.-rdihips  and  fqualid 
circumllances  of  captivity  would  not  be  very  fubfervlent 
to  the  ends  for  which  I  am  fent  hither  ;  neither  can  a 
niggardly  penfion  qualify  me  for  the  genius  of  the  court, 
in  which  I  mufl  be  daily  converfant,  where  all  things  ap¬ 
pear  gay  and  polite.  It  has  not  been  my  cuflora  to  com¬ 
plain  without  a  caufe,  neither  do  I  love  to  grate  my  fu- 
periors  with  whining  remonfliances  ;  but  it  Is  my  humble 
requeft  that  the  minifters  of  the  Divan  would  confider 
me,  nqt  as  ^  drudge  to,  a  private  man  14  Paletjmo,  but  as 
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the  indefatigable  Have  of  the  moft  opulent  and  liberal 
monarch  in  the  world. 

In  all  thefe  things  I  contradl  niyfelf  into  a  moft  fub- 
mil's  refignatlon  to  thy  will,  who  art  the  vicegerent  of 
the  empire,  founded  on  the  rock  of  deftiny,  befeeching 
thee  to  protect  me  from  the  malice  of  whifperers,  who 
envy  me  becaufe  I  ferve  the  fovereign  of  fovereigns,  lord 
of  the  eaft  and  of  the  weft,  and  all  that  is  between  them. 

May  the  eternal  Pofleffor  of  all  felicity  cull  out  of  his 
immenfe  treafures  fuch  bleftings  as  thou  moft  ardently  de- 
fireft  in  this  life,  and  when  he  has  led  thee  through  aj 
the  apartments  of  human  bllfs  on  earth,  may  he  tranflate 
thee  to  the  pala.ces  of  Eden,  the  feats  of  an  immarcefiible 
life,  where  n.ew  fources  of  joy  are  opened  without  end. 

Paris,  36th  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XII. — To  Murat  Bassa. 

T  H  i.  floods  have  been  fo  great,  and  thofe  alfo  congeal*- 
ed  into  ice,  that  there  has  been  no  travelling  by  fome 
roads  for  thefe  two  moons,  which  is  the  reafon  we  have 
been  wanting  in  our  ufual  advices  from  Germany,  Pied¬ 
mont,  the  Valtollne,  and  other  parts. 

Yet  now  the  pofts  bring  a  glut  of  news  to  this  city. 
Friburgh,  a  town  in  the  parts  of  Saxony,  Is  at  this  time 
befieged  by  Torftenfon,  general  of  the  Swedifh  army. 
He  invefted  it  the  eleventh  of  the  firft  moon  ;  and  people 
are  amazed  to  hear  that  it  has  held  out  to  this  time,  be¬ 
ing  a  place  of  no  great  ftrength,  efpecially  confidering 
how  foon  Lelpfick  furrendered  to  the  fame  forces  ;  a 
town  well  fortified,  and  ftored  with  all  things  neceflary 
to  fuftain  a  long  fiege.  By  this  thou  mayeft  obferve, 
how  much  the  fortune  of  war  many  times  depends  on  one 
fuccefsful  battle. 


1 14  LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY  Vol.  11. 

When  Torftenfon  firft  lay  down  before  Leipfick,  it 
was  generally  believed  he  would  find  a  llout  refiftance 
from  the  inhabitants,  and  an  inflexible  refolution  in  the 
garrifon  not  to  yield  that  important  place  ;  and  perhaps 
they  would  not  have  been  miftaken,  had  not  the  Imperi- 
alifts  (out  of  a  generous  defign  to  relieve  it,  and  raife  the 
fiege)  hazarded  a  battle.  The  Archduke  of  Auflria 
(whofe  name  is  Leopold)  and  Picolomini,  as  foon  as  they 
received  advice  that  the  Swedifli  army  had  pafled  the 
Elbe,  and  entered  into  Mifnia,  took  their  diredleft  way 
to  flop  their  advance  into  thofe  parts  ;  but  it  had  been 
better  had  they  kept  their  quarters,  fur  in  one  battle  they 
loft  all  the  glory  which  they  had  before  acquired  by 
their  arms.  Torftenfon  was  already  intrenched  before 
Leipfick,  when  his  fcouts  brought  him  intelligence  that 
the  Imperial  anny  was  near  at  hand.  He  Immediately 
difpofes  of  his  baggage  in  a  fecure  place,  draws  out  his 
cannon,  and  having  left  a  fufiicient  number  of  foldiers  to 
guard  the  pofts  of  his  camp  which  were  neareft  the  city, 
he  marches  direftly  toward  the  enemy,  and  pofleffes  him- 
felf  of  a  fpot  of  ground  very  agreeable  to  his  occafions  ; 
it  was  called  the  Plain  of  Brittenfield.  This  place  he  de- 
figned  for  the  ftage  whereon  to  perform  the  part  of  a 
prudent  and  valiant  general ;  for,  as  foon  as  he  came  in 
fight  of  the  German  vanguard,  he  caufed  his  army  to  re¬ 
treat  faintly,  as  though  he  had  no  intention  to  fight. 
The  Germans  purfue  the  retreating  Swedes  till  they  were 
got  into  very  narrow  ftraits  between  two  ftecp  moun¬ 
tains,  not  much  unlike  the  Capi  Dervent  in  Bulgaria 
(where  the  heydukes,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  heights, 
commit  great  robberies  on  the  caravans  that  travel  through 
thofe  ftraits,  rolling  huge  ftones,  or  rather  rocks,  down 
upon  the  paflengers).  Here  the  Swedes  turned  about, 
and  falling  behind  their  cannon,  which  Torftenfon  had 
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caufed  to  be  planted  in  thefe  ftraits,  played  furloufly  on 
the  Germans,  while  the  mufqueteers  w'hich  he  had  or¬ 
dered  on  the  fides  of  the  mountains  galled  them  from 
above,  yet  lay  themfelves  invifible  under  the  covert  of 
thickets,  which  grew  on  each  fide  of  the  ftraits.  It  was 
the  left  wing  of  the  Impeiialifts  which  was  thus  enga¬ 
ged  ;  and  Picolomini,  who  commanded  them,  gave  ad¬ 
mirable  proofs  of  an  undaunted  courage,  appearing  at 
the  head  of  his  furprifed  foldiers,  and  heartening  them 
w’ith  words  and  aflions  full  of  bravery  ;  but  his  labour 
was  loft,  for  fix  thoufand  fled  without  drawing  a  fword. 
The  Swedes  purfued  them  through  the  ftraits,  and  re¬ 
entering  the  plain,  engaged  with  the  right  wing  of  the 
Germans.  The  battle  was  fierce  and  bloody.  General 
Picolomini  did  wonders,  and  many  brave  Germans  fig- 
nali/ed  their  valour  ;  but  it  feems  as  if  the  fate  of  Tor- 
ftenfon  is  to  ruin  the  empire  ;  for,  while  the  battle  was 
yet  equal  on  both  fides,  and  the  viftory  doubtful,  while 
the  ground  was  dyed  with  a  mixture  of  German  and 
Sw'edifti  blood,  he  fails  into  the  main  body  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  army  with  a  frefh  refcrve,  which  fo  animated  the 
Swedes,  and  difordered  their  enemies,  that  at  length  the 
Germans,  not  able  longer  to  fuftain  the  fhock,  left  their 
cannon,  and  retreated  into  a  foreft.  Now  followed  a 
dreadful  flaughter ;  for  the  Swediih  cavalry  environed  the 
chafed  Germans  whom  Coningfmark  had  hunted  out  of 
the  foreft,  and  charged  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
were  moft  of  them  cut  in  pieces.  The  Germans  loft  four 
thoufand  men  on  the  fpot,  and  as  many  more  in  the  pur- 
fuit. 

I  have  fent  thee  in  the  enclofed  paper  a  lift  of  all  the 
officers  of  note  which  were  flain  in  this  battle,  which  is 
cfteemed  one  of  the  moft  bloody  that  has  been  fought  in 
Europe,  between  Chriftians  on  both  fides,  thefe  two  hun 
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dred  years.  Thou  wilt  there  find  above  three  hundred 
commanders  from  whom  a  death  not  insclorious  has  taken 
their  commiffions. 

The  Germans  alfo  loft  forty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  lixty- 
five  ftandards,  all  their  ammunition,  an  hundred  and  fixty 
carts,  and  fix  hundred  waggons,  with  all  the  treafuiy  of 
the  Archduke  Leopold  and  General  Picolomini. 

This  battle  was  fought  on  the  firft  of  the  eleventh 
moon,  as  we  reckon,  but  according  to  the  Chriftlans  ac¬ 
count,  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the  tenth  moon. 

After  this  fignal  victory.  General  Torftenfon  Ihowed 
himfelf  again  before  Leipfick,  approached  tlie  walls, 
planted  his  batteries  ;  and  though  the  befieged  at  firft 
made  fhow  of  a  firm  refolution  to  defend  the  place,  yet 
the  terror  which  the  late  defeat  of  the  German  forces 
had  ftruck  them  with,  foon  altered  their  counfels,  and 
they  furrendered  upon  honourable  conditions. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Picolomini  and  the  Arch¬ 
duke  of  Auftria  are  retired  into  Bohemia.  The  German 
court  is  full  of  apprehenfions,  and  new  levies  are  every- 
w'here  making  to  join  the  fliattered  remnants  of  the  army. 
The  affairs  of  the  King  of  Hungary  are  at  an  ill  pals,, 
and  all  things  look  with  a  cloudy  afpefl  on  the  empire. 

From  the  fide  of  Italy  we  hear  nothing  of  moment, 
but  the  Spaniards  are  taking  fuch  meafures  as  may  beft 
repair  the  lofs  of  Tortona  ;  arid  to  that  end,  the  Duke 
of  Milan  is  making  all  the  preparations  which  are  cuC- 
tomary  in  fuch  cafes.  It  Is  faid  here  they  intend  to  re¬ 
cover  that  place  again. 

May  thefe  quarrels  of  the  Infidels  continue  till  the  de¬ 
terminate  time  ftiall  come  that  our  victorious  armies  (hall 
fubdue  them  to  the  muffuhnan  empire. 

Paris,  7th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 
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XIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

W HEN  I  fent  thee  word  of  the  death  of  Cardinal  Rich- 
lieu,  I  thought  it  the  fame  thing  as  if  I  had  prefented 
thee  with  the  head  of  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  enemies 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  That  head  which,  while  the 
owner  lived,  was  always  plotting  of  mifchief,  had  it  not 
been  diverted  by  nearer  intrigues,  would  not  have  failed 
to  put  feme  horrid  defign  in  execution  againft  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte,  which,  of  all  the  thrones  in  the  world,  feems 
alone  to  overtop  the  grandeur  of  France. 

But  this  court  feems  to  play  the  hydra,  for  no  fooner 
is  the  head  of  one  of  her  prime  minifters  laid,  but  up 
fprings  another  in  the  room  of  it,  equal  in  vigour  and 
fubtilty  ;  and  we  have  ftill  as  much  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  counfels  of  Cardinal  Mazarini  as  before  we  had  to 
fufpefl  thofe  of  Richlieu. 

The  generality  of  the  people  at  firft  looked  for  ano¬ 
ther  condudl  in  the  king  towards  the  creatures  of  the  late 
minifter,  fince  he  himfelf,  toward  the  latter  end  of  his  life, 
feeraed  to  fubfift  in  the  court  rather  through  the  necelTity 
the  king  had  of  his  counfels  than  any  motive  of  affection. 

However,  the  king  has  exactly  complied  with  the  car¬ 
dinal’s  dying  requefts,  in  honouring  feveral  of  his  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends  with  places  of  confiderable  truft  ;  and 
it  is  to  his  laft  recommendation  Cardinal  Mazarini  is  obli¬ 
ged  for  the  authority  he  now  pofieffes,  in  ufing  of  which 
he  difeovers  a  refined  policy,  and  a  modefty  which  hath 
but  few  examples. 

The  many  combinations  and  attempts  againft  Cardinal 
Richlieu,  and  the  king’s  coldnefs  to  him  during  the  fiege 
of  Perpignan,  fufficlently  inftrudted  Mazarini  that  it  was 
impofiible  to  poflefs  fo  eminent  a  charge  without  draw¬ 
ing  on  him  the  envy  and  hatred  of  the  grandees.  He 
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confidered  alfo  that  he  was  a  ftranger,  whereas  Richlieu 
was  a  native  of  France  ;  therefore  he  unites  his  intereft 
with  that  of  tw'o  great  officers  who  alfo  courted  the 
king’s  favour ;  the  one  is  fuperintendant  of  the  finances, 
the  other  fecretary  of  ftate.  Thefe  being  longer  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nice  tranfaftions  of  the  court  and  the 
intrigues  of  the  grandees,  do  him  no  fmall  fervice  w'ith 
their  inftruftions,  and  likewife  abate  the  popular  fpite, 
or  at  leall  lhare  it  with  the  cardinal,  fince  nobody  will  be 
fo  partial  as  to  lay  the  blame  of  any  mifcarriage  on  him 
alone,  who  feems  to  do  nothing  wn’thout  the  diredfion  of 
his  two  partners  (for  fo  he  calls  them,  as  if  thefe  three- 
lharcd  among  them  the  authority  of  the  defundf  cardi¬ 
nal).  This  is  a  pure  trick  of  Mazarini ;  and  he  ferves 
himfelf  of  them  as  we  ufe  a  ladder,  defigning  by  their 
means  to  mount  by  lafer  Heps,  and  on  their  flioulders  to 
lift  himfelf  unenvicd  to  the  helm  of  the  ftate.  Not  but 
that  he  is  adfually  invefted  with  the  primacy  by  the  king, 
but  he  is  willing  to  divert  the  ftorm  which  that  will  draw 
upon  him  from  the  nobles  ;  therefore  he  cunningly  feems 
to  decline  it,  pretending  an  earneft  defire  to  withdraw 
into  Italy,  and  in  the  interim  has  chofen  thefe  twm  for 
his  colleagues.  Thus  he  grafps  with  one  hand  what  w’ith 
the  other  he  feems  to  rejedf  ;  and  by  his  magnificent  liv¬ 
ing,  his  obfequious  court,  and  obliging  carriage  to  all, 
he  demonftrates,  that  if  he  flrould  pafs  the  Alps,  his 
heart  would  be  left  behind  him  in  France,  and  that  he 
only  aims  to  be  eftabliflied  in  the  miniftry  with  univerfal 
applaufe. 

It  makes  me  fmile  fometimes  to  fee  what  pains  he 
takes  to  entangle  himfelf  in  infinite  hazards  and  trouble, 
as  if  he  were  of  a  conftitution  like  that  of  a  falamander, 
which  cannot  live  out  of  a  fire. 

The  great  God  increafe  the  virtues  and  graces  of  the 
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illuftrious  kaimacham,  and  of  all  the  miniftcrs  that  ftand 
by  the  bright  throne  of  juftice,  the  feat  of  the  Ottoman 
empire. 

Paris,  2Sth  of  the  4th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XIV. — To  the  Venerable  Mufti,  Prince  of  the  Interpret 
ers  of  the  Law  and  Judges  of  Equity. 

A  CLOUD  of  forrow  overfpreads  the  kingdom  of  France; 
their  fun  is  fet ;  the  mighty  Lewis,  for  whom  all  Europe 
had  been  too  narrow  had  he  lived,  is  now  confined  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  a  grave.  He  died  at  St.  Germains  yeL 
terday,  being  the  fourteenth  of  the  fifth  moon,  having 
left  his  queen  polfelfed  of  the  regency,  and  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarini  of  the  prime  conduft  of  the  ftate. 

He  was  a  prince  of  great  virtue,  which,  with  his  fuc- 
cefsful  conquefts  end  viftories,  procured  him  the  envy  of 
his  neighbours ;  and  fome  critics  among  his  own  fub- 
jefts  pretend  to  find  many  faults  in  his  proceedings  ;  as 
breach  of  royal  promife  to  the  Governor  of  Saumur, 
when  he  delivered  him  the  keys  of  the  town  ;  to  the  Ro- 
chellers,  in  not  razing  Lewis’s  Fort.  Among  foreign¬ 
ers,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the 
German  .Emperor,  charge  him  with  breach  of  articles  in 
his  treaties  ;  fo  does  the  King  of  Spain  ;  and  all  of  them 
complain,  that  he  alone  has  involved  all  Chriftendom  in 
war  and  blood. 

Every  thing  has  two  handles,  and  men  are  apt  to  take 
all  things  by  the  worft,  efpecially  in  cafes  of  this  nature. 
It  is  difficult  for  a  fovereign  monarch  to  carry  himfelf  fo 
evenly  in  peace  or  war  as  to  efcape  obloquy,  efpecially  if 
he  be  vlftorioas.  Lofers  muft  have  leave  to  be  peevifli. 

But  I  forget  that  I  fpeak  to  him  who  can  repeal  the 
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fentences  of  greatefl;  monarclis,  before  whole  unerring 
tribunal  all  earthly  dignities  Hand  mute ;  therefore,  avoid¬ 
ing  all  impertinent  gloffes,  I  will  only  prefent  thee  with 
what  is  proper  to  be  faid  without  partiality  in  Lewis’s 
vindication,  being  matter  of  fadl,  and  leave  the  decifion 
to  thy  facred  judgment. 

Herein  it  will  nut  be  amifs  to  call  to  mind  how  the 
Kings  of  Spain  and  the  whole  Houfe  of  Auftrla  have  in¬ 
vaded  and  difturbed  the  peace  of  Europe  from  time  to 
time  thefe  many  years. 

The  ufurpation  of  Navarre  by  Ferdinand  King  of  Ar- 
ragon  began  the  fatal  jar,  when  he  depofed  John  of  Al¬ 
bert  and  Catharine  his  queen,  though  he  himfelf  had  no 
other  title  to  this  kingdom  than  what  the  fwords  of  the 
Arragonians  and  Caftilians  gave  him,  being  of  Pyrrhus 
and  Lyfander’s  mind,  who  knew  no  other  limits  to  their 
dominions  than  what  their  enemies  ilout  refiftance  fet 
them.  Thus  Navarre  being  adjacent  to  old  Caftile,  Bif- 
cay  and  Galicia,  it  became  a  prey  to  Spain.  Add  to 
this,  his  breach  of  royal  word  to  Catharine  de  Medicis 
(Queen-mother  of  France),  to  Don  Antonio  the  next 
heir  of  Portugal,  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Parma,  and 
Catharine  Dutchefs  of  Braganza  ;  that  he  would  acqui- 
efce  to  the  Chamber  of  Lifbon,  in  the  cafe  of  fucceflion 
to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  when,  contrary  to  all  law' 
and  juftice,  he  invaded  that  kingdom  unawares,  making 
it  a  tributary  province  to  the  Spanifh  crown. 

It  has  been  the  ufual  methods  of  politic  and  w'ife 
princes,  to  check  the  torrent  of  their  neighbours  grow- 
ing  greatnefs,  to  lop  the  luxuriant  branches  of  ill-gotten 
empire  ;  and  had  Henry  IV.  of  France  prolonged  his  life, 
it  is  thought  he  would  have  reconquered  Navarre,  and 
planted  the  flower-de-luces  in  Fontarabia  and  Pamptlone. 
Who  then  can  wiii  jullice  tax  Lewis  XIII.  for  managing 
a  war  which  all  the  world  expedted  of  his  father.^ 
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Moreover,  tlic  SpaniHi  methods  In  conquering  Mexico 
and  Peru,  two  mighty  empires  In  America,  their  bar¬ 
barous  cruelty,  their  inhuman  butchery  of  above  twenty 
millions  of  the  natives,  when  neither  dignity,  nor  age, 
nor  fex  was  fpared,  but  all  became  a  facrihee  to  their  in- 
fatiable  avarice  of  gold,  was  a  fufheient  argument  to  in- 
cenfe  all  the  princes  in  the  world  againft  them. 

1  have  no  intereft  in  France,  any  more  than  I  Ihould 
have  in  Spain,  if  I  were  there  :  I  only  plead  for  julllce. 

It  was  time  for  France  to  be  alarmed  and  Hand  upon 
her  guard,  when  fire  faw  her  potent  neighbour  planting 
frefli  alliances  and  intcrefts,  like  batteries  round  about 
her.  Had  the  danger  only  threatened  from  beyond  the 
Pyrennean  mountains,  fhe  might  have  waited  their  dehgns ; 
but  when  flie  faw  fo  many  powers  and  dates  united  in 
elofe  leagues,  and  wholly  fubjcift  to  Spain,  it  was  time 
to  beat  the  drum,  and  carry  the  war  from  home  ;  it  was 
time  to  climb  the  Alps,  and  take  a  furvey  of  Spanilh 
Italy  ;  for  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  dulchy  of  Milan, 
and  the  illand  of  Sicily,  the  Dukes  of  Mantua,  Parma, 
and  Urbln,  the  Princes  of  Maffa  and  Piombino,  with  the 
free  Hates  of  Geneva  and  Luca,  did  then  all  march  un¬ 
der  the  banner  of  Spain ;  fo  that  none  but  the  Great 
Duke  of  Tufeany,  with  the  republic  of  Venice,  were 
left  to  withftand  his  threatening  arms.  Who  will  now 
blame  King  Lewis,  for  drawing  Into  his  confederacy  the 
Hollandeis,  Flefilans,  Grifons,  and  the  Swedes  ?  How 
could  he  otherwife  diffolve  that  formidable  union  afoie- 
faid  ^ 

Befides,  the  murders  of  Henry  III.  and  Henry  IV. 
the  one  killed  at  St.  Clou  by  James  Clement,  the  other 
at  Paris  by  RavalUac,  were  fo  apparently  hatched  and 
committed  by  Spanilh  counfel  and  influence,  that  had 
Lewis,  the  late  king,  no  other  reafons  to  ftand  upon  his 
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guard,  and  obferve  tbe  motions  of  Spain,  yet  that  were 
enough  to  juftify  his  warlike  preparations  againft  that 
crown  ;  for  befides  the  motives  of  a  jufl.  revenge,  the 
common  jealoufies  of  ftate  mufl  needs  prompt  him  to  do 
his  utmoft  in  prevention  of  Spanifh  intrigues. 

Nor  ought  his  matching  with  the  infanta  to  have 
given  him  any  greater  fecurity  ;  fince,  under  the  faired 
grafs,  many  times  lurks  the  mod  venemous  fnake.  What 
Spain  could  not  do  by  open  force,  nor  fecret  confpiracy, 
die  hoped  might  be  accomplidied  by  this  fpecious  mar¬ 
riage  ;  and  it  was  no  fmall  dep  towards  it,  that  the 
numerous  train  of  Spaniards  which  came  Into  France 
with  the  infanta,  prefently  fcrewed  themfelves  into  all 
offices  and  places  of  trud  both  in  church  and  date  ; 
daily  making  parties  and  penfioners  for  Spain,  till  at 
length  all  France  grew  weary  of  them  ;  fo  that  the  king 
was  condrained  to  fend  them  home  again  ;  elfe  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  in  a  little  time  he  might  have 
feen  this  flouridling  kingdom  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
ever  had  been  known  before.  He  has  already  feen  the 
bowels  of  France  ript  up  by  intedine  broils,  and  welter¬ 
ing  in  Its  own  blood  ;  he  has  feen  the  princes  and  nobles 
armed  againd  him,  debauching  and  alienating  the  allegi¬ 
ance  of  the  French  gentiy,  clergy  and  commons,  and 
covering  their  pernicious  rebellion  under  the  mafle  of  the 
Holy  League.  He  has  feen  the  Duke  of  Rohan  leading 
up  and  down  an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and 
twelve  hundred  horfe,  at  the  king  of  Spain’s  cod  ;  he 
himfelf  with  his  brother  Soubize,  being  both  penfioners 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  the  one  receiving  fourteen,  the 
other  eight  thoufand  crowns  a-year.  In  fine,  he  has 
feen  the  dronged  cities  and  forts  of  Picardy,  Normandy, 
and  other  provinces  of  France,  plundered  and  pillaged 
by  flying  armies  of  Spaniards  and  Imperialids,  even  when 
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he  leaft  dreamed  of  any  fuch  misfortune,  being  at  the 
fame  time  involved  in  civil  wars  with  his  own  fubjefts. 
After  all  this,  had  he  not  reafon  to  prevent  the  like  mif- 
chiefs  and  incurfions  for  the  future,  by  tranfporting  the 
war  into  his  enemies  countries,  who  had  committed  fo 
many  hoftilities  and  ravages  in  his  ?  It  was  certainly  high 
time  for  France  to  rouze  up  her  martial  genius,  and 
leave  off  her  dreaming  theor)',  when  Spain  was  fo  bufy 
with  the  praftick. 

Thefe  are  the  arguments  that  may  be  dleged  in  vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  king  of  France’s  condudl  towards  Spain. 
And  not  much  lefs  is  to  be  recriminated  upon  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Germany,  in  feizing  the  dutchy  of  Cleves  and 
Juliers,  with  many  towns  and  bifhoprics  in  the  counties 
of  Luxemburg  and  Le  Marc,  as  alfo  in  the  frontiers  of 
Swifferland  and  Lorrain.  His  conquell  of  the  Palatinate, 
with  the  chiefeft  cities,  forts,  and  paffes  of  the  Grifons ; 
his  reducing  the  lives  and  liberties  of  that  people  to 
their  laft  gafp  and  period,  was  a  fufEcient  motive  to  the 
French  King  to  put  a  fpeedy  check  to  this  increafing 
grandeur  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

I  leave  the  determination  of  thefe  matters  to  thy  fage 
wifdom,  great  arbiter  of  juftice,  and  bowing  my  head  to 
the  duft,  awfully  retire. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  year  1^43. 


XV. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 

State. 

Three  days  ago,  Lewis  XIII.  King  of  France  and 
Navarre,  w'as  arrefted  by  the  king  of  terrors,  and  forced 
to  pay  the  grand  debt  to  God  and  Nature  }  I  will  not 
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fay  before  it  was  due,  but  fooner  than  the  accuftomcd 
time  of  payment,  being  not  full  forty-three  years  old. 

Yet  Heaven  was  fo  indulgent,  as  not  to  fufFer  the  grim 
meffenger  of  fate  to  fnatch  him  hence  without  a  previous 
fummons,  his  dillemper  being  a  lingering  confumption, 
which  gave  him  frequent  intimations  of  his  fading 
llrength. 

There  are  not  wanting  fuch  as  whifper,  that  he  was 
huiTied  out  of  the  world  before  his  time  by  fome  un¬ 
natural  artifice  ;  and  the  common  fort  fay,  that  Maza- 
rini’s  fcarlet  looks  of  a  more  fanguine  hue  than  it  did 
four  davs  aejo. 

The  reafon  of  this  jealoufy,  I  fuppofe.  Is  gi’ounded  on 
the  familiarity  that  has  been  obferved  between  the  now 
queen-regent  and  the  cardinal  ;  both  alfo  being  ftrangers 
to  the  French  blood,  Ihe  a  Spaniard,  and  he  an  Italian. 
I  will  not  determine  how  far  thefe  refledllons  are  juftl- 
fiable,  becaufe  I  know  it  is  impoffible  for  perfons  in  their 
circumltances  to  avoid  the  cenfure  of  bufy  prj’Ing  minds, 
in  fuch  a  jundlure  as  this  ;  3’et  fome,  who  move  in  a 
fphere  above  the  vulgar,  cannot  forget  by  whofe  inlliga- 
tions  his  roj'-al  father,  Henry  the  Great,  was  fent  out  of 
the  world. 

The  known  familiar  accefs  which  the  Marquis  Spinola 
gave  to  Ravalllac  at  BrufTels,  the  private  entertainments 
between  them  a  little  before  that  murderer  gave  the 
fatal  blow,  together  with  other  circumltances,  amounted 
to  m.ore  than  a  Itrong  prefumption  with  the  French, 
that  Spain  was  the  principal  author  of  that  traged3^ 

And  the  fudden  exclamation  of  Francifeo  Corvini,  an 
Italian  altrologer,  the  night  before  the  king  was  killed, 
made  fome  men  call  an  eye  of  fufpiclon  beyond  the  yklps. 
For  he.  Handing  on  the  leads  of  his  houfe  in  Florence, 
as  though  he  were  obferving  the  liars,  on  a  fudden 
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(lamped  with  his  foot,  and  faid,  “  To-morrow  the  moft 
potent  monarch  of  Europe  will  be  killed.”  But  fomc 
curious  heads  imagine  he  had  his  intellig'ence  nearer  hand 
than  from  the  heavens,  and  that  rather  fome  of  the 
great  Italian  (lars  had  made  him  thus  prophetic. 

Hence  by  comparing  thefe  times  with  thofci  tlise  pre- ' 
fent  regency  of  a  Spaniard,  and  fuperintendency  of  an  • 
Italian,  creates  a  like  fufpicion  in  the  French,  concerning- 
the  death  of  I.ewis  XIII.  who,  though  he  d’.ed  in  his 
bed,  yet  might  as  well  be  murdered  by  a  drug,  as  his 
father  was  by  a  knife.- 

Thefe  are  the  fecret  furmifes  of  cabals,  not  a  little, 
heightened  by  redefting  on  the  time  of  both  their 
deaths  ;  both  dying  in  the  fame  month,  the  fame  day  of 
the  month,  and  much  about  the  fame  hour  of  the  day. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  murmurs,  when  his  body 
v/-as  opened,  and  his  entrails  taken  out  and  fearclsed,  the 
phyficians  gave  their  fentence,  that  he  died  a  natural 
death.  His  bowels  are  carried  to  St.  Dennis,  a  town 
above  three  leagues  from  Paris,  there  to  be  buried  ;  and 
his  body  is  embalmed,  in  order  to  its  fepulture  in  the 
fame  place  ;  there  being  a  magnificent  church,  where  r.ll 
the  royal  blood  of  France  is  commonly  interred. 

Yederday  I  was  in  company  with  one  of  his  phyfi¬ 
cians  ;  and  entering  into  difeourfe  of  the  king’s  death, 
the  common  theme  of  all  companies  at  prefent,  he  told 
us,  that  the  king’s  wafting  and  death  proceeded  from 
the  difproportioa  of  his  moitture  to  his  heat,  the  latter 
being  predominant  in  his  conftitution  ;  fo  that  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  fufficient  check  from  natural  humidity,  it 
kindled  conftant  fevers  in  his  body,  which  never  left  him 
till  he  left  the  world. 

He  was  a  very  devout  man  in  his  religion,  and  free 
from  vice,  at  lead  to  outward  obfervation.  A  remark- 
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able  inftance  of  his  piety  he  gave  in  his  youth :  when 
entering  a  certain  country  village,  the  better  fort  of  in¬ 
habitants  offered  to  attend  him  with  a  canopy  ;  he  an- 
fwered,  “  I  hear  you  have  no  church  here,  neither  will 
I  fuffer  a  canopy  of  ftate  to  be  borne  over  my  head  in 
that  place  where  God  hath  not  a  confecrated  roof  to 
dwell  under for  thefe  Nazarenes  believe  that  God 
dwells  in  ttieir  temples. 

He  was  temperate  to  a  miracle,  in  the  midfl;  of  royal 
dainties  ;  not  fuffering  his  palate  to  betray  his  virtue. 
He  fcorned  thofe  pleafures  which  debafe  the  mind  ;  and 
took  more  delight  in  the  noife  of  drums  and  trumpets, 
and  the  roaring  of  cannon,  than  inthefoft  blandifhments  of 
love.  He  was  adorned  with  many  other  virtues,  which 
gained  him  the  love  of  all,  and  more  efpecially  the  favour 
of  Heaven.  Yet,  after  all  his  viftories,  fucceffes  and 
triumphs,  all  that  can  be  now  faid  of  him  is,  he  is  dead. 
Thus  paffes  away  the  glory  of  the  greateft  potentates. 

God  preferve  our  invincible  Sultan  ever  glorious,  prof- 
perous,  renowned  and  immoi'tal. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XVI. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  AM  placed  as  an  echo  in  Paris,  to  remit  to  the  Otto¬ 
man  Porte,  the  fanftuary  of  the  world,  whatfoever  makes 
a  noife  in  Chriftendom.  I  have  fent  a  difpatch  to  the 
venerable  mufti,  as  alfo  to  the  piincipal  fecretary  of 
ftate,  containing  the  news  of  the  death  of  Lewis  XIII. 
King  of  France  and  Navarre. 

I  need  not  repeat  here  what  I  have  faid  to  them,  be- 
caufe  I  know  they  will  communicate  to  thee  my  letters. 
Yet  fuffer  me  to  fay  fomething  of  this  great  monarch, 
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who,  had  his  nature  been  more  durable,  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  exceeded  all  his  royal  progenitors,  both 
in  his  conquefts  abroad,  and  his  abfolute  fway  at  home, 
of  which  he  gave  an  early  prefage,  appearing  at  the  head 
of  armies  at  thofc  years  when  other  princes  are  but- 
learning  the  rudiments  of  war  in  the  academy. 

When  he  was  little  more  than  twelve  years  of  age,  he 
began  to  difeover  his  valour  and  conduct,  in  fubduing 
the  rebels  of  Poiclou  and  Bretagne,  leading  an  army  a- 
gairill:  them  in  his  own  perfon. 

Yet  that  fuccefs  did  not  difeourage  others  of  his  fub- 
jefts  from  attempting  frelh  infurredlions  againft  him. 
Fate  decreed,  that  he  Ihould  gather  the  laurels  which 
compofed  his  crown  from  amongft  briars  and  thorns,  his 
whole  life  being  one  continued  feries  of  war,  either  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  fometimes  both. 

But  that  which  moft  exercifeJ  his  patience,  was  the 
frequent  intefline  broils  and  infurreftions  of  his  own  fub° 
jedls,  of  which  he  faw  no  lefs  than  ten  during  his  reign, 
fome  of  them  headed  and  abetted  by  the  princes  of  the 
blood :  Nay,  as  if  Heaven  had  cut  him  out  for  the  toils  of 
war,  when  all  things  elfe  were  in  a  pofture  of  peace, 
his  own  mother,  and  Monfreur  his  brother,  feveral  times 
called  him  into  the  field,  by  taking  up  arms  againft  him. 

When  viftory  had  crefted  obelilks  and  other  monu¬ 
ments  of  honour  to  him  in  Italy  and  Spain,  and  had  cut 
triumphal  arches  through  the  Alps  and  Pyrennean  moun¬ 
tains  for  the  conqueror’s  return  ;  when  he  had  made  the 
Rhine  to  flow  with  German  blood,  and  had  every  where, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  left  tokens  of  his  matchlefs  for¬ 
tune,  coming  to  his  own  country,  inftead  of  trophies  and 
honours  to  welcome  home  their  fovereign,  his  cars  were 
always  grated  with  the  unwelcome  news  of  civil  wars  in 
his  own  kingdom,  r 
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Yet  he  tliat  confiders,  need  not  wonder  at  thefe  con- 
vulfions  of  the  ilate  in  France,  or  any  otlier  kingdom  fo 
populous  as  tliat  is.  lii  the  economy  of  the  univerfe, 
though  it  be  governed  by  an  eternal  providence  which 
cannot  err,  yet  w'e  fee  the  elements  at  war  with  each  o- 
ther,  and  that  perpetually  ;  and  out  of  this  refllefs  ftrife 
and  quarrel,  arifes  the  health  and  good  conilitution  of 
the  natural  w'orld.  So  is  it  in  the  political  world  ;  No 
kingdom  or  commonwealth  can  fubfift  without  purga¬ 
tions  of  her  peccant  and  fuperfluous  humours,  whicii 
w’ar  effedts,  as  the  mofl.  appropriate  and  natural  remedy 
in  fuch  cafes. 

Neither  had  Lewis  any  great  reafon  to  be  angry  at 
ihefe  diforders,  fince,  through  his  prudent  management, 
they  -furniihed  him  both  with  the  opportunity  and  means 
to  reduce  this  kingdom  to  an  entire  obedience,  which  his 
predecelfors  could  never  acccmplifli.  Thus,  they  fay,  the 
palm,  the  moVe  it  is  opprefud.  with  weights,  flioots  up  the 
higher. 

Kingdoms  and  empires,  like  natural  bodies,  have  their 
proper  rime  of  growth,  and  the  genius  of  each  nation  fti- 
mulates  it  with  a  flrong  defire  and  appetite  of  enlarging 
its  dominions,  which  it  never  ceafes  to  purfue,  till  it  be 
arrived  to  the  meridian  and  height  of  grandeur,  though 
it  be  often  interrupted  and  retarded  in  its  courfe  to  ma¬ 
turity,  by  ftate-fevers  and  other  maladies. 

Thus  France,  during  the  nonage  of  her  growing  ftate, 
felt  various  (hocks  and  fits,  often  threatened  with  a  dif- 
folution  by  the  high-wrought  blood  of  potent  faftions  ; 
yet,  in  her  conftitution,  (he  had  antidotes  as  well  as  poi- 
fons  ;  and  her  wife  kings  had  (kill  to  check  and  curb  a 
popular  difeafe  ;  but  none  ever  rooted  out  the  caufe,  un¬ 
til  this  great  Lewis  took  the  cure  in  hand  :  he  has  a- 
wakened  all  the  vital  powders  of  Hate,  and  roufed  the 


Book  II. 


A  spy  AT  PARIS. 


129 


very  fool  of  government  ;  it  is  he  alone  has  crufhed  the 
lail  head  of  that  factious  hydra,  which  for  fo  many  reigns 
had  exercifed  the  arms  of  his  royal  anceftors. 

Wouldll  thou  know  by  what  methods  he  has  accom- 
plifhed  this  great  work  ?  I  will  tell  thee  in  a  word  ;  by  ri¬ 
gour  and  feverity  :  He  fleeced  the  rich  plebeians  of  their 
gold,  and  kept  the  poor  in  that  condition,  by  continual 
taxes  and  impofitions. 

Yet  he  was  a  prince  of  that  admirable  temper  in  his 
government,  that  he  acquired  the  epithet  of  Juft. 

His  queen  is  now  regent,  according  to  the  law  of 
France,  the  dauphin  being  but  four  years  of  age. 

The  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  Fate  grant  to  the  glorious 
Sultan  victory  over  all  his  enemies,  that  fo  thefe  Weftern 
nations,  when  their  courfe  is  run,  may  be  fubdued  to 
the  facred  empire  of  the  true  believers. 

Paris,  17th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16^)3. 


XVII. — To  the  Veneralle  Mufti,  Succejfor  of  the  Pro¬ 
phets  and  Mejfengers  of  God. 

T  HY  laft  letter  has  confirmed  the  effecis  of  the  former, 
and  given  me  a  frefh  teftimony  of  thy  paternal  affetflion 
and  friendfhip.  It  is  an  evident  fign  that  thou  takeft 
care  of  poor  Mahmut,  when,  with  an  authority  full  of 
tendeniefs,  thou  reproveft  his  faults,  without  leaving  him 
occafion  to  defpair.  Such  reprehenfions  are  a  fovereign 
balm  to  a  wounded  fpirit ;  and  I  hope,  after  an  applica¬ 
tion  fweetened  with  fo  much  clemency,  I  ftiaU  never  do 
any  thing  which  may  merit,  or  need  the  difeipline  requi- 
fite  to  a  gangrene. 

If  I  was  negligent  in  performing  the  penance  thou  be¬ 
fore  enjoinedft  me,  I  will  now  endeavour  to  make  repara-- 
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don.  If  the  account  I  gave  thee  of  the  religion  of  thefe 
Weftern  parts  was  too  fupcrficial  and  brief,  I  will  now 
enlarge  and  prefeut  thee  with  the  chief  obfervations  and 
remarks  I  have  made  during  my  refidence  here,  and  my 
captivity  in  Palermo. 

I  need  not  acquaint  thee  with  that  which  caufes  the 
greateft  rupture  between  the  Roman  and  Greek  churches. 
Cyril  the  patriarch  has  faid  enough  to  thee  on  that  fub- 
jeft.  Thou  knoweft,  that  the  grand  quarrel  between 
them  is  about  the  fupremacy  which  the  Roman  prelate 
claims  over  all  the  churches  in  the  world,  by  a  divine 
right.  But  neither  Cyril,  nor  the  friars  of  Jerufalem, 
with  whom  he  contefted,  would  inform  thee,  that  this 
fupremacy,  wherever  it  refides,  is  only  founded  in  right 
of  the  empire.  They  would  make  thee  believe,  that  the 
Chriftian  biihops  were,  from  the  beginning,  fovereigns 
ellablifhed  by  God,  princes  independent  of  the  imperial 
fceptre  ;  concealing,  that  the  firft  founders  of  their  pre¬ 
tended  monarchy  were  poor  fifhermen,  who  never  dream¬ 
ed  of  fuch  a  grandeur  as  their  Riccefibrs  were  afterwards 
invefted  with,  by  the  liberality  of  the  Roman  and  Gre¬ 
cian  emperors.  It  would  be  a  reproach  to  themfelves 
if  they  Hiould  let  thee  know,  how  holy  and  harmlefs 
were  the  firft  patriarchs  of  Byzantium  and  Rome,  who 
refufed  the  honours  and  dignities  of  the  world,  and  were 
only  ambitious  of  excelling  one  another  in  virtue  and  a 
pious  life.  Their  very  addrefles  to  thee  are  a  contradic¬ 
tion  to  the  examples  of  their  predeceflbrs,  each  party  of¬ 
fering  treafures  of  gold,  thinking  to  bribe  the  incorrupt¬ 
ible  Judge  with  the  glittering  dirt.  Affurediy  the  feeds 
of  an  irreconcileable  difcord  are  fown  in  thefe  Infidels ; 
they  are  fettled  upon  the  lees  of  error,  till  the  day  of 
judgment. 

As  to  the  ftate  of  controverfy  between  them,  it  is  cer- 
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tain,  that  while  Rome  was  the  capital  feat  of  the  empire, 
the  Roman  biihops  had  the  fuperiority  granted  them  ; 
but  when  the  imperial  refidcnce  was  tranflated  from 
thence  to  Byzantium,  by  Conftantine  the  Great  (from 
whom  it  derives  the  name  it  now  bears  of  Conftantinople), 
then  the  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy  was  alfo  transferred  to  tlie 
patriarch  of  that  city,  who  enjoys  it  to  this  day,  through 
the  favour  of  our  munificent  fultans,  who  fucceed  the  an-, 
cient  emperors  of  Greece.  This  fuperlative  power  the- 
popes  of  Rome  would  not  recognize  in  any  other  but  them- 
felves,  being  loath  to  part  with  the  authority  they  once 
poffeffed,  whence  proceeded  the  fcliifin  between  the  two 
churches  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  ;  and  while  the  patri¬ 
archs  of  the  Grecians  fheltered  their  new-acquired  ho¬ 
nour  under  the  protection  of  the  emperors,  the  popes, 
partly  by  artifice,  and  partly  by  force,  made  them^dves 
lords  of  Rome  and  the  adjacent  territories,  taking  the 
advantage  of  the  abfence  of  the  emperors,  the  pufillani- 
mity  of  the  fenators,  and  difeord  of  the  citizens.  Sup¬ 
ported  with  this  princely  eftate,  they  excommunicate  all 
the  churches  which  did  not  fubmit  to  them,  as  the  fo- 
vereign  prelates  of  the  Chriftian  world,  publifhing  fevere 
edicts  againft  the  Greek  church,  and  doing  every  thing 
that  might  confirm  the  world  in  the  belief  of  their  autho¬ 
rity  and  grandeur.  The  potentates  of  Europe,  fright¬ 
ened  with  the  thunder  which  the  Roman  pontiffs  ufed, 
and  induced  by  other  reafons,  did  homage  to  them,  ac¬ 
knowledging  their  fovereign  jurifdiClion  in  the  Weft.  In 
this  ftate  they  have  continued  ever  fince,  without  yield¬ 
ing  in  any  thing  to  the  patriarchs  of  Conftantinople. 

There  have  been  great  endeavours  ufed  on  both  fides 
to  gain  their  refpeCfive  ends,  and  feveral  general  councils 
were  called  ;  that  is,  an  affembly  of  the  chief  bifhops 
and  doftors  of  both  churches,  to  examine  and  decide  the 
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difference ;  and  fometimes  the  fathers  of  the  Greek 
church  have  fubfcribed  a  fubmilllon  to  the  pope  ;  but  as 
foon  as  they  returned  home,  they  have  recanted,  and  the 
breach  been  rendered  as  wide  as  ever.  They  accufe  the 
Romans  of  partiality,  and  fay,  that  the  councils  were 
packed  ;  yet  both  parties  feem  to  give  an  extraordinary 
deference  to  thefe  general  councils,  believing  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  Is  there  prefent,  and  guides  them  into  all 
truth.  The  councils,  which  they  efteem  Infallible,  have 
contradi^ed  each  other,  this  repealing  what  that  had  ele- 
creed,  and  a  third  difannulling  that  repeal.  The  councils 
believe  themfelves  above  the  pope,  and  the  pope  exalts 
himfelf  above  the  councils.  Sometimes  they  have  had 
two  or  three  popes  together,  all  claiming  that  which  can 
be  the  right  but  of  one.  In  fine,  they  have  involved 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  labyrinth  of  difputes  and  cavils,  and 
are  entangled  In  fuch  a  circle  of  abfurdities,  that  the  foberer 
part  of  Chriftians  begin  to  queftion  the  authority  both 
of  popes  and  councils  ;  infomuch  as  it  being  generally 
known,  that  the  laft  affembly  of  this  kind  was  manifeftly 
overruled  by  the  agents  of  the  court  of  Rome,  people 
fpared  not  to  pafs  this  jeft  on  It,  and  fay,  “  That  the  Holy 
Ghoft  was  ferit  from  Rome  to  the  council  of  Trent  in  a 
cloak-bag  intimating  thereby  the  many  inftrufllons  and 
advices  avliich  were  continually  tranfmitted  from  Rome  by 
the  pofts  to  the  fathers  fitting  in  that  council,  whereby 
all  things  were  determined  according  to  the  pope’s  plea- 
fure,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Roman  court. 

It  is  certain,  the  Chriftians  now  a-days  have  abated 
much  of  that  blind  obedience  which  they  formerly  paid 
to  the  Roman  pontiffs  ;  they  begin  to  fee  with  their  own 
cj-es,  and  not  with  thofe  of  their  priefts.  There  was  a 
time,  when  many  kings  were  made  to  hold  their  crowns 
in  fee  of  the  Roman  prelates,  who  pretended  a  ,  right  to 
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difpofe  of  all  the  kingdoms  and  empires  of  the  earth,  as 
vicar  of  God,  But  the  kings  of  Eng' and,  Swedeland 
and  Denmark,  with  feme  princes  of  the  German  empire, 
and  the  dates  of  Holland,  have  taught  others  the  way  to- 
Hand  upon  their  guard  ;  fo  that  though  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  Kings  of  France,  Spain  and  Poland,  witlr 
the  princes  of  Italy,  profefs  an  obedience  to  the  holy  fa¬ 
ther,  yet  it  is  rather  out  of  a  maxim  of  policy,  than  any 
real  perfuafion  of  religion. 

The  Spaniards  feem  the  mod  fuperditioufiy  devoted 
to  the  fee  of  Rome ;  yet  they  will  not  endure  the  ex¬ 
communication  which  the  pope  pronounces  againd  their 
king  above  the  fpace  of  one  day.  It  feems,  upon  fom.e 
old  difference  between  them,  it  is  ufual  for  the  holy  fa¬ 
ther  to  excomrnunicate  this  fovereign  once  a-year,  that 
is,  on  the  Thurfday  before  Eader,  which  is  the  fame  as 
our  Fead  of  Beiram.  Now,  as  I  am  told,  the  Spaniflr 
ambaffador  next  day  prefents  the  pope  with  a  gen  net  or 
horfe,  upon  which  the  cenfure  is  taken  off.  This  is  an 
ecclefiadic  juggle  ;  and  the  court  of  Rome  ufe  a  great 
deal  of  fuch  holy  legerdemain  to  keep  the  fons  of  the 
church  in  their  obedience. 

The  French  church,  though  in  all  things  agreeing, 
and  profeffing  an  entire  obedience  to  the  Roman,  yet 
claims  to  herfelf  fome  immunities  and  privileges  which 
the  court  of  Rome  is  very  loath  to  grant.  Hence  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  there  arife  frequent  conteds  between  the 
popes  and  the  kings  of  France,  which  are  generally  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter,  the  pope  not 
being  willing  to  try  the  force  of  THE  LAST  REA¬ 
SON  OF  KINGS  :  This  is  a  motto  engraven  on  the 
French  king’s  cannon,  which  he  has  threatened  to  carry 
to  the  walls  of  Rome,  if  the  pope  fitould  intrench  on  the, 
Gallican  rights. 
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But  though  they  thus  difagree  in  foir.e  niceties  of 
flate,  yet  they,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  nations  within  the 
Roman  communion,  have  but  one  form  of  divine  fervice, 
which  they  call  the  Mafs,  and  it  is  the  fame  with  the 
Grecian  liturgy.  On  feftival  days,  it  is  lolemnifed  with 
variety  of  choice  mufic  and  finging,  with  innumerable 
wax-tapers  burning  at  noon-day.  I  have  feen,  at  fuch  a 
time,  fixteen  priefts  before  the  altar,  all  vefted  in  moft 
coftiy  filks,  embroidered  with  gold  and  pearls. 

They  have  alfo  many  chapels  and  altars  in  the  fame 
church  5  and  fometimes  they  celebrate  mafs  on  all  the  al¬ 
tars  together,  differing  herein  from  thofe  of  the  Greek 
communion,  who  have  but  one  altar  in  a  temple,  for 
which  they  plead  antiquity,  it  never  having  been  known 
that  the  primitive  Chnftians  had  any  more.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  Romans  plead  conveniency  for  the  multitude  of 
their  altars  ;  that  the  pope  has  a  power  to  difpenfe  with 
the  ancient  rites  and  traditions  in  fuch  cafes  ;  and  that 
nothing  was  more  reafouable,  than  that  their  altars  fhould- 
be  multiplied,  as  the  number  of  their  profelytes  and 
priefts  increafed. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  decide  this  controverfy.  Permit 
me  only  to  fay,  that  the  faithful  muffulmans  have  more 
reafon  to  require  feveral  preachers  at  the  fame  time  in 
our  magnificent  mofques,  where  it  is  impofiible  for  all 
the  auditors  In  fo  vaft  an  affembly  to  hear  and  under- 
ftand  the  law  expounded  by  one  man,  though  it  be  per¬ 
formed  in  the  vulgar  tongue  ;  whereas  their  fervice  is  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  a  language  ^hereof  the  multitude  arc  utterly 
ignorant.  It  matters  not  much  whether  they  are  near  the 
prieft  at  the  altar,  or  afar  off,  fince  they  underftand  not 
a  word  he  fays ;  and  the  Grecians  judge  it  fufBcient  to 
be  prefent  at  this  their  daily  faerifice,  though  it  be  at 
the  very  porch  of  the  temple. 
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Another  difference  there  is  alfo  between  thefe  two 
churches :  The  Roman  allows  not  a  married  prieft,  un-  \ 
lefs  in  fome  extraordinary  cafes,  and  then  the  pope’s  dif- 
penfation  muft  be  procured;  but  concubinage  is  connived 
at,  though  forbidden  by  the  canons  of  the  church  ; 
whereas  thou  knoweft,  that  ail  the  Grecian  papa’s  marry, 
and  get  children. 

The  Spaniards,  among  all  the  nations  within  the  Ro¬ 
man  pale,  are  reckoned  the  beft  Catholics,  but  the  worft 
Chriftians  ;  the  French  are  faid  to  be  the  bell  Chrilllans, 
but  the  worft  Catholics ;  and  the  Italians  are  accounted 
neither  Catholics  nor  Chriftians. 

I  know  not  what  reafon  they  have  to  ftate  the  differ¬ 
ence  fo  between  the  two  former  ;  but  the  characler  of 
the  latter  fuits  in  one  refpedl  with  the  ufua)  proverb  of 
that  country’^,  it  being  common  in  the  mouths  of  Italian 
gallants  to  fay,  He  that  is  a  Chriftian  is  a  fool. 

The  devouter  fort  of  Catholics  pay  a  great  reverence 
and  devotion  to  the  relics  of  their  faints.  I  could  not 
reprehend  them  for  this,  if  I  were  fure  of  two  things, 
that  all  thofe  whom  they  elteem  as  faints  were  really 
fuch,  and  that  all  the  relics  they  keep,  with  fo  much 
veneration,  in  their  churches,  did  really  appertain  to  the 
perfons  under  whofe  names  they  go  ;  for  then  it  would 
be  no  more  than  what  the  true  believers  pradlife  through¬ 
out  the  world ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  w’hen  a  piece 
of  the  garment  of  our  holy  Prophet  was  dipped  in  the 
water  which  they  caft  on  the  flames  of  Conftaiitinople,  the 
fire  immediately  ceafed,  to  which  before  no  ftop  could 
be  given  by  all  the  induftry  and  endeavours  of  men.  Af- 
furedly,  the  bodies  of  the  prophets  and  mellengers  of 
God  are  holy,  and  have  a  power  of  fanflifying  whatever 
they  touch,  producing  often  ntiracuious  tffeds  ;  buv  the 
avarice  of  men  may  abufe  this  truth  to  their  own  private 
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ends ;  and  t’le  Chrilb'ans  thernfelves  will  not  believe  all 
to  be  true  relics  of  faints,  which  their  crafty  priefls  fncw 
for  fjch. 

There  be  innumerable  other  feels  of  Chriftians,  which 
are  iieith.er  in  cuir.inunion  with  the  Roman  nor  the  Gre¬ 
cian  churches,  but,  accufing  them  of  idolatiy,  feparatc 
thcmlhlves  from  their  fociely,  and  form  diilimfl  congre¬ 
gations.  Thefe  are  not  known  in  France,  favi.ig  only 
the  Kugenots,  otherwife  called  Protcfla.nls  ;  which  lalt 
is.  a  term  comprciiending  all  that  have  revolted  fioin  tlic 
Roman  church,  and  was  firll  affumed  by  the  Lutherans 
at  Auglburgh  in  Germany. 

In  England  and  Holland  there  are  abundance  of  tiicfc 
fefts,  fome  of  them  newly  fprung  up,  others  of  long¬ 
er  date  j  and  ail  thus  far  agree  with  the  mulTuhnans, 
that  they  ufe  not  pictures  or  images  in  their  temples  ;  fo 
that  were  they  rightly  inftrufted  in  the  holy  Alcoran,  it 
would  not  be  a  thing  altogether  impradlicable  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  clrcumcifion.  There  is  a  fedt  which  they 
call  Socinians,  who  feem  to  preach  out  of  the  very 
book  of  glory,  denying  the  divinity  of  Jefus  the  fon  of 
Mary,  the  Chriftians  Mefiias,  even  as  our  divine  lawgiver 
does  in  feveral  chapters  and  verficles  of  the  Alcoran. 

The  Chriftian  church  feems  to  be  a  ftatcly  hailding. 
whereof  prelacy  is  the  corner-ftone  :  If  this  were  remov¬ 
ed,  all  would  fall  to  the  ground.  That  which  they  call 
the  Hierarchy,  if  it  could  once  be  dilTolved  or  pulled 
down,  we  fhould  foon  fee  all  Chriftendom  laid  in  ruins. 
This  hierarchy  is  a  gradual  fubordination  of  archbilhops,. 
biftrops  and  priefts,  the  inferior  depending  on  the  fnpe- 
rior,  and  all  deriving  their  orders  and  dignities  from  their 
chief  patriarchs.  Thefe  are  the  links  which  compofe 
that  chain  that  faftens  Chriftendom  together ;  Were  this 
but  once,  broke,  the  united  intereft  of  Europe  would 
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foon  fall  into  pieces.  The  way  mull  be,  by  beginning 
at  tlie  lovvermoft  link.  Could  but  the  priefts  be  rendered 
independent  on  the  billiops,  and  on  each  other,  it  would 
be  a  fair  ftep  towards  difmantling  of  the  outworks,  thefe 
prielts  drawing  infinite  numbers  of  people  after  them,  as 
it  is  apparent  in  Geneva,  Holland,  Swifierlaiid  and  other 
places,  where  they  have  quite  abolifhed  tlie  order  and 
authority  of  bifhops  :  And  it  is  obfervabie,  that  none  of 
thefe  fore-mentioned  countries,  fince  that  time,  have  ever 
been  inftrumental  in  oppofing  the  vidlorious  arms  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  ;  as  if,  with  the  downfal  of  epifcopacy, 
the  charm  were  dilhpated,  which  had  for  fome  ages  pre¬ 
cipitated  thefe  nations,  among  others,  to  a  rafh  and  ob- 
llinate  refiftance  of  that  force  which  is  deftined  by  fate 
to  conquer  and  reform  the  world. 

V/eigh  this  thought  well,  and  thou  wilt  find,  that  the 
order  of  bifhops  is  effeiitial  and  neceffary  to  the  good  e- 
ftate  of  Chriflendom,  and  that  the  only  way  for  the 
muffulmans  to  utidermine  all  Europe,  will  to  be  fupplant 
this  order,  and  introduce  an  ecclefiaftic  independency  a- 
mong  the  prieils,  by  which  means  every  one  fhall  affume 
to  himfelf,  not  only  his  proper  fragment  of  the  torn 
dignity,  but  the  whole  fundamental  power  of  a  bilhop, 
taking  upon  him  to  do  thofe  offices,  which  before  it  was 
not  accounted  lawful  for  any  but  a  mitred  head  to  per¬ 
form.  Hence,  in  time,  wn'll  follow  innumerable  incon¬ 
veniences,  dittates  and  broils,  and  perhaps  as  many 
fchifms  as  there  are  particular  priefts  to  head  them,  fince 
every  one  will  be  apt  to  think  himfelf  capable  of  didlat- 
ing  to  all  the  reft,  and  judge  it  below  him  to  receive  the 
law  from  any  :  Thus  will  there  be  a  clear  ftage  for  am¬ 
bition,  avarice  and  lull  to  aft  their  parts  on  ;  and  when, 
by  the  craft  of  defigning  men,  the  fuperftition  of  bigots, 
and  the  eafinefs  of  the  credulous,  the  greateft  part  ftiall 
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be  fo  divided,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  two  men  of 
the  fame  mind  in  articles  of  faith,  it  will  then  be  eafy,  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  intelligible  reaffins  in  the  Alcoran,  or  the 
mere  cogent  arguments  of  the  fvvord,  to  plant  the  true 
and  undefiled  faith  in  thefe  countries.  The  Creator  of 
all  things  hailen  his  Holy  Prophet’s  return,  that  all  na¬ 
tions  may  embrace  his  law,  affert  his  unity,  and  be  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  glorious  empire  of  the  Ofmans. 

Paris,  icth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XVIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Since  the  death  of  King  Lewis,  all-mens  eyes  and  hearts- 
are  fixed  upon  the  dauphin,  who,  though  he  is  very  young,- 
yet  he  is  a  prince  of  a  forward  genius  and  promifing  af- 
pe£f,  giving  fignal  proofs  of  a  martial  fpirit. 

One  day,  feeing  the  guards  as  they  were  exercifing- 
their  arms,  he  difeovered  an  extraordinary  complacency, 
and  faid  to  thofe  that  flood  by,  “  I  had  rather  be  a  fol- 
dier  than  a  ting,”  Imagining,  from  the  foftneffes  he  is  ac- 
cuftomed  to  in  thefe  Infant  years,  that  the  life  of  a  fol* 
dier  is  incompatible  with,  that  of  a  king. 

Since  that  time,  he  haraffes  his  tutor  and  attendants 
with  perpetual  tattle  about  guns  and  fwords  ;  and  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mazarini,  not  to  baffle  or  check  fuch  generous  Incli¬ 
nations,  has  culled  out  a  companion  for  him,  agreeable 
in  temper,  only  a  year  or  two  older. 

Thefe  young  fons  of  Mars  beftow  their  time  partly 
fhooting  with  little  harmlefs  engines  made  on  purpofe  for 
the  dauphin’s  recreation,  in  imitation  of  guns ;  fonietimes 
with  bows  and  arrows  ;  at  other  times  they  fence  with 
files  adapted  to  their  tender  arms,  and  childifh  (kill.  In 
tliefe  kind  of  exercifes  the  dauphin  grows  a  great  profi- 
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cient ;  and  it  is  looked  upon  as  an  omen  of  his  future 
Warlike  deeds.  1 

A  Spaniih  aftrologer  has  calculated  his  nativity.  He 
prophelies  ftrange  things  of  this  young  prince,  as,  that 
he  (hall  excel  all  his  royal  anceftors  in  feats  of  arms ;  that 
he  ihall  make  the  crown  of  France  imperial,  having  fub- 
dued  Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany ;  that  he  fhall  fiiake  the 
Ottoman  empire,  but  in  the  end  ihall  be  depofed  by  his 
own  fubjefts. 

I  know  not  what  credit  may  be  given  to  the  profeffors 
of  this  fcience,  in  regard  the  ancient  rules  of  altrology, 
on  which  the  Chaldeans  and  other  eallern  fages  ground¬ 
ed  their  prediftions,  are  now  cither  wholly  loft,  or  fo 
corrupted  and  obfcured  by  the  comments  and  glofles  of 
later  authors,  that  there  are  hardly  any  footfteps  of  the 
original  maxims  to  be  traced  ;  yet,  without  troubling 
aftrologers,  prophets,  or  wizards,  one  may  prefage  from 
the  natural  genius  of  the  dauphdn,  that  wdien  he  comes 
to  feel  his  ftrength,  he  wall  not  be  idle,  but  follow  his 
father’s  fteps,  who,  before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age, 
appeared  at  the  head  of  armies. 

The  Omnipotent  guard  our  glorious  fultan,  and  the 
empire  eftabliihed  by  his  own  hands  ;  and  may  his  blelT- 
ing  defcend  on  the  royal  offspring,  that  the  young  Sul¬ 
tan  Mahomet  may  perform  greater  things  than  are  pro- 
phefied  of  the  French  dauphin. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  year  1643. 


XIX. — To  the  VisiER  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

I  REMEMBER  I  promifcd  to  fend  thee  farther  advices  of 
the  war  l^tween  Spain  and  Portugal  fince  the  late  revo= 
lution  in  thofe  parts. 
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The  iTiand  01  Tercera  was  the  only  place  that  held  out 
againit  the  new  king,  when  all  others,  with  exprefllons 
of  extraordinary  joy  for  their  deliverance  from  the  Cafti- 
lian  yoke,  fubmitted  to  and  acknowledged  D.  Joan  de 
Braganza  as  the  lawfal  heir  of  that  crown. 

The  refiilance  which  the  governor  of  this  idand  made, 
obliged  tlie  king  to  fend  thither  a  certain  number  of  ihips 
of  war  to  block  up  the  place,  and  hinder  the  importance 
of  any  provifions  ;  and  tins  courfe  proved  luccefsful  ; 
for  though  the  Spaniards  attempted  feveral  times  to  re* 
lieve  it,  yet  their  veiTels  were  either  taken  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  fleet,  or  fent  back  again,  without  doing  their  er¬ 
rand  ;  fo  that  at  length.  Bon  Alvaro  de  Viveircs,  the 
governor,  finding  himfelf  reduced  ter  great  ftraits  for 
want  of  neceffaries,  without  any  hopes  of  being  relieved, 
was  forced  to  capitulate  and  furrender._ 

The  new  king  has  made  an  alliance  with  the  Swedes,, 
which  is  of  no  fmall  advantage  to  him,  having  thereby 
efiiablifned  a  commerce  with  that  country,  and  furniihing 
himfelf  from  thence  with  powder,  horfes,  arm.s,  and  all 
other  provifions  of  war.. 

He  has  alfo  made  a  treaty  with  the  Hollanders,  but 
not  with  fo  good  fuccefs  as  the  former.  Thou  haft  heard 
what  poffeffions  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  have 
acquired  in  America,  they  being  the  firft  difeoverers  of 
that  new  w'orld.  It  happened  that  about  the  time  of  the 
late  revolution  in  Portugal,  the  Hollanders  of  Brafil  took 
from  the  Portuguefe  the  towns  of  Angola,  St.  Thomas, 
Maragnon,  and  other  places  belonging  to  D.  Juan  de 
Braganza  in  thofe  parts.  The  knov/lcdge  of  this  coming 
to  the  Portuguefe  court,  caufed  the  king  to  fend  his  am- 
baffador  to  demand  of  the  ftates  the  reafon  of  this  breach. 
They  anfwer.  It  was  done  before  the  news  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  had  reached  the  Weft  Indies.  This,  with  feme  adls- 
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of  hoftility  In  the  oriental  parts,  has  lelTened  the  good 
underftanding  which  was  between  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fpite  and  hatred  of  the  Caftill- 
ans  Increafed  daily.  Much  blood  was  fpllt  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Portugal,  which  obliged  D.  Juan  to  eftabliflr  fix 
places  of  ftrength,  quartering  in  them  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men.  The  Spaniards,  to  oppofe  thefe  forces, 
had  likewife  four  or  five  armies  in  Cafiile.  There  were 
many  fleirmifhes  and  encounters,  firatagems  and  ambu- 
fcades,  on  both  fides  ;  and  it  was  hard  to  determine  who 
had  got  the  advantage,  until  fortune  feemed  to  favour  the 
caufe  of  the  Portuguefe. 

They  had  a  valiant  and  expert  commander,  who  was 
governor  of  one  of  their  frontier  provinces  ;  his  name  is 
Fernand  Telles  de  Menezez.  This  hero,  animated  by 
the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  fpurred  on  by  the  natural  ar¬ 
dour  of  his  fpirit,  pierced  into  the  bowels  of  Old  Callile, 
took  the  towns  of  St.  Martin  and  Egles,  demolilhing  the 
caftle  belonging  to  the  latter,  which  alfo  commanded  all 
the  country  thereabouts,  and  being  encountered  by  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  Spaniards,  he  feU  upon  them,  and 
cut  them  all  to  pieces.  He  alfo  rendered  himfelf  mafter 
of  a  tlrong  place  called  VaVerde,  which  he  flored  with 
all  forts  of  ammunition,  and  left  a  Portuguefe  garrifon 
in  it. 

They  were  no  lefs  vidtorious  In  another  province,  from 
whence  the  Portuguefe  armies  ruflied  into  the  adjacent 
territories  of  Spain,  taking  the  towns  of  Aroches,  Villar 
de  Rey,  Codicere,  Anzinafola,  and  other  places  of  note, 
without  any  refiftance,  fave  that  of  a  few  Caftillan  troops, 
moil  of  which  they  took  prifoners,  with  a  booty  of  three 
hundred  Spanifh  gennets.  After  this  they  took  Chelles 
by  ftorm,  one  of  the  moil;  confiderablc  towns  in  that  part 
of  Spain.  Nor  was  the  King  of  Portugal  only  thus  fuc- 
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cefsful  near  home,  but  his  afFairs  profpered  alfo  abroad. 
The  kings  of  Goa  and  Maroo  fought  his  alliance,  with 
other  princes  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and,  in  general,  all  the 
potentates  in  Chriftendom,  excepting  only  Spain,  made 
friendrtiip  with  D.  Juan  de  Braganza,  and  efpoufed  his 
interefts. 

There  has  been  a  general  aflembly  of  all  the  eftates  of 
Portugal,  wherein  the  people  have  teftified  their  joy  and 
fatisfadlion  of  their  new  king,  by  offering  lum,  together 
with  their  lives,  the  difpofal  of  their  fortunes,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and  the  releafe  of 
his  royal  brother  Don  Duartus,  of  whom  I  formerly 
made  mention  in  one  of  my  letters. 

Thou  wilt  not  perhaps  think  me  troublefome  if  I  re¬ 
late  to  thee  how  the  Spaniards  ufed  this  unfortunate 
prince  after  they  had  imprifoned  him  ;  neither  is  it  alto¬ 
gether  impertinent  to  let  thee  fee  how  fpiteful  this  na¬ 
tion  is  in  their  revenges,  and  how  cruel  in  the  execution 
of  their  refentments. 

After  Don  Duartus  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Marquis  Caftel  Rodrigo,  the  Spaniards  gave  him  not 
the  entertainment  and  refpeft  due  to  a  prince,  but  ufed 
him  like  a  flave  or  a  raalefaflor,  cauflng  him  to  be  lodged 
in  a  mean  dark  chamber,  his  hands  to  be  chained  every 
night,  his  robes  to  be  t.aken  from  him,  none  of  his  do- 
naeftics  fuffered  to  come  near  him,  and  doing  all  the  in¬ 
dignities  to  him  that  their  malice  could  fugged;,  as  pro¬ 
per  means  to  render  his  imprifonment  intolerable,  and  his 
life  a  burden.  If  thou  aflceft  me  for  what  crime  it  was 
they  thus  punifhed  him,  I  can  tell  thee  of  none,  unlcfs  it 
were  one  to  be  fo  nearly  related  to  the  King  of  Portugal. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  example  of  the  Spanifh  cruel¬ 
ty  ;  they  executed  their  revenge  on  the  poor  unarmed 
peafants  in  the  field,  the  Duke  de  Alva  caufing  three 
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hundred  Portuguefe  hufbandmen,  as  they  were  labouring 
in  the  vineyards,  to  be  murdered  in  cold  blood,  facrl- 
ficing  them,  as  he  fald,  to  the  ghofts  of  the  flaughtered 
Caftilians ;  and  it  was  attributed  to  their  underhand  infi- 
nuations  that  four  Portuguefe  ambaffadors,  with  three- 
and-fifty  of  their  train,  were  barbaroufly  put  to  death  by 
the  Japanefes,  againft  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  fanc- 
tion  of  all  nations.  Such  violences  have  never  been  prac- 
tifed  in  the  Ottoman  empire  :  the  fanftuary  of  the  earth 
has  not  been  profaned  by  an  injuftice  of  fo  deep  a  dye. 

There  has  been  lately  difcovered  a  fecond  confpiracy 
againft  Don  Juan  de  Braganza,  wherein  were  concerned 
Don  Jofeph  de  Menezez  governor  of  St.  Julian,  the  moft 
important  fortrefs  of  all  the  kingdom,  and  Don  Francifco 
de  Lucena  fecretary  of  ftate.  Thefe  held  a  private  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Duke  de  Olivarez  ;  and  It  was  a- 
greed  between  them,  that  the  governor  of  Badajox,  a 
fubjeft  of  the  King  of  Spain,  ftiould  be  put  in  poffeffion 
of  St.  Julian’s  Fort,  which  is  the  very  key  of  LIftion, 
and  that  other  places  ef  ftrength  ftiould  be  delivered  up 
to  fuch  Spanlfti  officers  as  Olivarez  appointed.  But  a 
letter  which  was  fent  from  Don  Juan  de  Garay  governor 
of  Badajox,  to  the  governor  of  St.  Lucy’s  Fort  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  being  by  miftake  carried  to  the  hands  of  the  Count 
d’Obidos,  a  Portuguefe  general,  and  a  faithful  friend  to 
the  king,  difcovered  the  intrigue,  and  the  traitors  were 
feized  and  brought  to  condign  puniftiment. 

I  cannot  at  prefent  fend  thee  any  more  news  of  the 
Portuguefe  affairs.  God  grant  thee  a  long  zmd  happy 
life  in  the  favour  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

Pari/,  20th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 
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XX. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Thou  wilt  wonder  when  I  tell  thee  I  am  melancholy 
for  want  of  folitude'  That  which  adminilters  occafion 
of  fadnefs  to  others,  is  the  only  cure  of  my  grief.  Yet 
this  will  not  fecm  a  paradox,  when  thou  confidereft,  that 
converfatlon  is  the  air  of  the  foul,  and  that  he  who  va¬ 
lues. the  health  and  cafe  of  his  mind,  ought  to  choofe 
fuch  an  element  for  it  to  breatlie  in  as  is  pure  and  ferene, 
which  is  very  difficult  to  find  in  any  fociety.  This  is  the 
reafon  that  I  never  think  myfelf  more  alone  than  when  I 
am  confined  to  fome  kind  of  company. 

Thou  haft  ohferved,  that  moft  men  will  engrofs  all  the 
talk  to  thernfclves  ;  this  is  very  irkforne  :  Yet  I  fiiould 
not  grudge  them  the  monopoly,  were  their  difeourfe  per¬ 
tinent  and  agreeable  ;  but  to  be  forced  to  hearken  to  all 
their  empty  tattle  of  hawks  and  hounds,  garbs  and  fa- 
fliions,  with  an  endlcfs  jargon  of  things  lefs  to  the  pur- 
pofe  than  the  former,  which  will  keep  their  tongues  em¬ 
ployed  fometimes  two  or  three  hours  together,  renders 
their  converfe  more  troublcfome  than  that  of  the  fpark 
who  picked  up  Horace  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome. 

Others  are  of  a  quite  contrary  humour,  and  thou  may- 
eft  as  foon  get  a  word  from  the  mufti  as  from  them. 
They  fit  like  ftatues,  as  if  they  emulated  the  charafler  of 
Griuli  Eben  Sagran,  one  of  the  vifiers  of  the  bench,  who, 
in  ten  years  that  he  had  fat  in  the  Divan,  was  never  ob- 
ferved  to  fpeak  a  fyllable. 

Yet  this  fort  is  more  tolerable  than  the  other,  who 
with  their  everlafting  chat  rock  the  company  afleep,  and 
take  from  them  the  very  power  of  thinking. 

However,  I  prefer  the  retirement  of  my  chamber  to 
both  thefe  inconvenlencies.  There  I  can  enter  into  my¬ 
felf,  and  by  retreating  from  all  commerce  with  my  fenfes. 
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1  find  a  private  back  way  to  converfe  with  the  whole  uni- 
verfe.  Think  not  this  a  chimera,  or  that  Mahmut  pre¬ 
tends  to  extraordinary  illuminations  ;  it  is  nothing  but 
what  every  man  may  experience  who  will  but  take  the 
pains  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  himfelf.  If  he 
can  but  gain  a  familiar  accefs  to  the  inward  apartments 
of  his  own  breaft,  he  will  foon  find  a  poftern  there  which 
will  readily  open,  and  let  him  into  the  moft  retired  clo- 
fets  of  Nature  ;  from  thence  he  may  fally  forth,  and  take 
a  better  furvey  of  the  world  than  he  can  by  his  eyes. 
Here  he  will  behold  all  things  undifguifed,  and  in  their 
true  quantities  and  qualities ;  and,  which  is  more  admir¬ 
able,  he  will  be  able,  without  the  help  of  optics,  to  fee 
himfelf  enjoying  this  felicity,  and  to  know  that  he  fees 
it,  which  is  a  fufficient  conviftion  that  he  is  not  in  a 
dream. 

Wouldft  thou  improve  thy  knowledge,  affeft  not  a 
multitude  of  books  ;  there  are  but  few  worth  the  read¬ 
ing.  What  is  the  whole  creation  but  one  great  library  ? 
every  volume  in  which,  and  every  page  in  thofe  volumes, 
are  impreffed  with  radiant  charafters  of  infinite  wifdom ; 
and  all  the  perfedllons  of  the  univerfe  are  contrafted  with 
fuch  inimitable  art  in  man,  that  he  needs  no  other  book 
but  himfelf  to  make  him  a  complete  philofophcr.  Thou 
wilt  fay,  that  this  requires  too  great  an  abftradlednefs  of 
mind,  and  is  very  painful.  I  tell  thee,  my  dear  friend, 
I  am  extremely  fubjeA  to  melancholy,  whofe  effed,  thou 
knoweft,  is  to  render  one  very  thoughtful,  and  thofe 
thoughts  rack  the  foul  with  intolerable  anguifli ;  ^et  I 
do  not  fly  from  them,  as  generally  men  are  accuftomed ; 
neither  do  I  feek  to  drown  them  in  wine,  or  chafe  them 
away  with  any  fociable  divertifements  ;  my  ufual  way  is 
to  bid  them  battle,  oppofe  thoughts  againft  thoughts, 
and,  with  the  dint  of  reafon,  to  fubdue  this  peevifli  hu- 
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mour.  To  this  end,  I  hunt  up  and  down  for  my  enemy, 
and  rummage  every  corner  of  my  foul,  purfuing  the  caufe 
of  my  fadnefs  with  fuch  arguments  as  thefe  ;  Why  fhould 
I  be  melancholy,  who  poffefs  nothing  that  I  fear  to  lofe, 
and  yet  enjoy  all  that  I  could  wifh  for,  were  I  without 
what  I  now  pofTefs  ?  I  am  a  muffulman,  and  therefore 
under  the  proteftion  of  God  :  I  ferve  his  vicegerent,  the 
Grand  Signlor,  faithfully,  and  find  acceptance  with  the 
baflas  of  the  Porte.  I  am  in  France,  yet  cannot  call  it 
a  foreign  countrj",  fince  innocence  aad  virtue  naturalize 
a  man  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  I  cannot  fay  I  am  un¬ 
fortunate,  fo  long  as  I  have  no  vice  for  which  I  need  ei¬ 
ther  to  blulh  or  grow  pale.  If  I  am  llandered,  this  ought 
to  be  an  occafion  of  joy,  fince  it  ranks  me  with  men  of 
the  greateft  merit,  who  could  never  efcape  the  calumnies 
of  the  envious  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  triumph  iu  that  I 
find  no  inclination  to  revenge  myfelf,  but  rather  to  pity 
my  traducers.  If  any  man  fhould  play  the  fatirift  with 
my  deformiity,  and  rudely  defcant  on  my  ugly  counte¬ 
nance,  or  the  difproportion  of  my  limbs,  there  is  no  more 
reafon  to  be  grieved  at  this,  than  to  be  affronted  at  the 
wind  for  blowing  off  my  hat,  or  the  rain  for  wetting  my 
clothes,  or  a  dog  for  barking  at  me  as  I  go  along  the 
ftreets,  the  one  being  as  natural  as  the  other. 

Thus  I  argue  with  myfelf,  dear  Oglou,  when  affaulted 
with  melancholy  ;  thefe  are  the  remedies  w'hich  I  apply 
to  that  black  diftemper  of  the  mind  ;  and  fometimes  I 
go  farther,  if  thefe  will  do  no  good.  I  then  afle  myfelf, 
Whether  it  be  the  fear  of  death  that  thus  perplexes  me  ? 
And  here  begins  my  cure  ;  this  kindles  the  brighteft 
fpark  of  reafon,  which  in  a  moment  difperfes  all  the  miffs. 
The  difmal  pageantry  of  chimeras  vanlfhes,  and  all  the 
tragic  pomp  of  grief  ffraight  difappears.  Not  that  I 
would  have  thee  think  that  I  am  fond  of  dying,  but  I 
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confider  death  as  the  unavoidable  fate  of  all  men,  and 
that  therefore  it  is  reafonable  to  be  cheerful,  fince  that 
which  no  man  can  efcape  will  one  time  or  other  releafe 
me  and  every  m>an  from  the  miferies  of  this  life.  This 
thought  recovers  me  from  the  worft  effedts  of  melan¬ 
choly  ;  and  I  believe  the  damned  themfelves  v/ould  fome- 
times  be  in  a  good  humour,  if  they  had  but  the  leaft 
glimpfe  of  hope  that  they  firould  one  day  be  delivered 
from  their  torments ;  for,  whatfoever  forts  of  men  there 
are  in  this  life,  I  cannot  think  there  be  any  ftolcs  in  hell. 

And  now  I  have  entertained  thee  with  company  and 
folitude,  with  books  and  men,  with  life  and  death,  with 
earth  and  hell ;  let  us  take  one  ftep  farther,  and  refrelh 
ourfelves  with  the  remembrance  of  heaven,  the  joys  of 
the  bleffed  in  paradlfe,  which  certainly  is  the  bell  relief 
of  anxious  thoughts,  the  moft  perfedf  cure  of  melancholy, 
the  guide  of  life,  and  the  comfort  of  death. 

God  grant  that  thou  and  I  may  fee  each  other,  and 
drink  together  in  the  arbours  of  Eden,  and  kifs  the 
daughters  of  paradlfe. 

Paris,  14th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XXL — To  the  Tefterdar,  or  Lord-Treasurer. 

K  iNGDOMs  and  empires  (like  men)  have  their  lucky 
and  unlucky  feafons.  Spain  feems  for  a  confiderable  tinte 
to  have  been  under  a  cloud,  as  if  her  guardian  fate  be¬ 
gan  to  droop,  and  were  not  ilrong  enough  to  check  the 
rifing  grandeur  of  France. 

It  has  been  an  old  obfervation,  that  thofe  whom  God 
configns  over  to  ruin,  he  firft  infatuates.  It  was  a  grand 
overfight  in  Don  Francifeo  de  Melo  to  conllitute  the 
Duke  of  Albuquerque  general  of  his  horfe,  for  he  there- 
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by  fo  difgufted  the  Spanifh  officers  in  his  army,  that  e- 
mulating  the  honour  of  this  young  Portuguefe,  the  great- 
eft.  part  of  them  deferted  in  the  very  nick  of  time  when 
their  prefence  was  moft  neceiTary  to  confirm  the  batta¬ 
lions,  already  ffirinking  from  the  furious  onfet  of  the 
French. 

This  gave  the  young  Duke  of  Anguien  an  entire  vic¬ 
tory,  and  has  crowned  him  with  glorious  laurels,  while 
Don  Francifeo  de  Melo,  by  this  ill  conduft,  has  quite 
loft  his  reputation,  and  is  forced  to  refign  up  his  com- 
miffion  to  another. 

This  battle  was  fought  before  Rocroy,  and  may  be 
reckoned  as  a  parallel  with  that  bloody  battle  of  Leipfick 
between  the  Imperialifts  and  Swedes,  on  the  feventh  of 
the  ninth  moon  of  the  year  1631  ;  a  day  which  was  re¬ 
markable  at  Conftantinople  on  the  account  of  that  ter¬ 
rible  lightening  which  furprifed  the  late  Sultan  Amurath 
in  his  bed.  Many  other  extraordinary  events  fignalized 
this  day  In  England,  France,  Germany,  and  other  places, 
which  occafioned  the  great  aftrologer  Herlicius  to  call  It 
A  day  of  blood. 

Such  another  was  this  unfortunate  day  to  the  Spaniards 
at  the  forementioned  battle  of  Rocroy,  where  they  foil  an 
infinite  number  of  men,  with  all  their  fieldpleces  and  an 
hundred  and  fifty  colours. 

He  that  created  the  moon  and  the  conftellatlons  in 
heaven  to  dlftingulffi  the  times  and  feafons,  guard  thee 
from  the  influence  of  malignant  ftars,  and  from  the  de- 
ftroyer,  who  ranges  the  world  on  certain  critical  days. 

Paris,  I2th  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 
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XXII. — To  the  VisiER  Azem,  at  the  Porte, 

It  is  time,  it  is  high  time,  moil  fage  minifter,  for  the 
Ottoman  fword,  the  fword  of  juftice,  to  be  nniheathed, 
not  againft  an  open  enemy,  but  againft  its  profeffed 
friends  and  fubjedls.  The  head  of  the  BafTa  of  Cyprus 
is  become  a  burden  to  him,  as  likewife  thofe  of  Mitylene, 
Scio,  and  Lemnos.  They  plot  mifchief  againft  the 
throne  that  is  eftablifhed  in  equity  ;  they  are  ungrateful 
to  their  fovereign,  who  hath  exalted  them  ;  they  are 
become  unworthy  of  the  honours  with  which  they  are 
dignified. 

I  could  hardly  believe  the  firft  reports  of  this  treafon, 
till  I  was  at  length  fully  convinced  by  undeniable  tefti-. 
monies  that  it  was  too  true. 

Yet,  it  is  a  fecret  even  in  the  French  court.  I  alone 
have  difeovered  this  myftery,  by  the  means  of  a  Jew  and 
a  Grecian,  both  my  agents  in  thofe  parts,  and  men  whom 
I  can  confide  in. 

The  bufinefs  is  this.  The  balTas  and  governors  of  the 
ifles  before- mentioned,  have  confpired  together  to  divide 
themfelves  from  the  body  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
to  make  the  iftands  of  the  JEgean  Sea  a  commonwealth 
independent  on  the  throne  which  governs  the  world.  The 
Bafta  of  Cyprus  is  the  ringleader  of  this  confpiracy,  and 
that  ifland  is  to  be  the  capital  feat  of  their  new  republic. 

The  governors  of  the  five  greater  ifles  are  to  be 
called,  The  fovereign  counfellors  of  ftate.  By  thefe  all 
the  affairs  of  the  Archipelago  are  to  be  managed.  Only 
the  Bafta  of  Cyprus  fliall  be  fupreme,  and  have  the  call¬ 
ing  voice  in  all  cafes  of  difpute. 

The  enclofed  papers  contain  the  pcrfe£l  model  of 
their  new  government,  the  articles  and  prbpolitions  on 
which  this  rebellious  defigned  commonwealth  is  to  be 
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built,  witn  the  names  of  the  chief  confpirators  fubfcrib- 
ed. 

Permit  me,  fage  minifter,  to  fet  before  thy  eyes  the 
occafions  of  thefe  treacherous  defigns. 

It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  Porte,  to  connive  for  a 
confiderable  time  at  the  oppreffions,  rapines,  and  ex« 
aclions  of  the  baffas  and  governors  of  provinces  ;  to 
fuffer  them  to  harafs  the  people  under  their  jurifdicfion  ; 
to  pillage  and  fpoil  them  of  their  monies,  goods  and 
eftates,  till  they  have  a  mailed  together  vaft  fums  of 
money  ;  and  then  it  has  been  as  ufual  for  the  fultans, 
upon  the  leaft  complaint,  to  fend  the  bowltring  to  the 
criminal  haffa. 

Whatever  may  be  pleaded  in  defence  of  this  method 
in  former  times,  my  opinion  is,  that  it  may  prove  dan¬ 
gerous  now  ;  and,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  fpeak 
freely,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  that  this  was  one  ground 
of  the  dellgned  treafon  in  the  iiles  in  the  jEgean  Sea. 

Formerly,  thofe  who  were  removed  to  thefe  commands, 
were  not  fo  well  verfed  in  the  maxims  of  policy,  nor  fo 
apprehenfive  of  the  cabinet  fecrets  of  date.  But  now 
the  age  is  relined,  men  are  more  fubtle,  jealous,  and 
feliilh  than  they  were ;  Nature  teaches  all  men  to  pre- 
feiwe  their  lives  with  utmoll  diligence. 

The  BalTa  of  Cyprus,  who  is  the  ringleader  of  this 
Gonfpiracy,  has.  been  let  alone  in  a  long  courfe  of  tyranny 
and  opprefllon  over  his  fubjects,  by  which  means,  he 
lias  heaped  to  hiinfeif  prodigious  treafures.  His  guilty 
mind  told  him,  that  complaints  would  be  made  againll 
him,  and  that  one  time  or  other  he  mud  be  llrangled. 
He  knew  that  his  gold  would*  be  thought  better  to  be¬ 
come  the  fultan’s  feraglio  than  his  own  ;  and  that  he 
had  been  lof!g  enough,  in  his  office,  to  ferve  the  poHtis 
ends  of  date. 
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Revolving  thefe  things  in  his  mind,  he  quickly  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  crimes  he  had  been  guilty  of  in  his  go¬ 
vernment  would  draw  upon  him  inevitable  ruin,  unlefs 
he  prevented  it  by  committing  greater  ;  and  that,  as 
oppreffion  of  his  fubjeds  had  made  him  rich,  fo  treafon 
againft  his  fovcreign  muft  make  him  fafe.  He  communi¬ 
cates  his  thoughts  to  fome  of  his  trufty  friends  and  con¬ 
fidants  ;  they  encourage  him  to  proceed,  reprefenting 
to  him  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  ifland,  feconded  by 
abundance  of  llrong  forts  and  caftles  ;  that  the  foldiers 
might  eafily  be  won  to  his  party  by  money,  and  the  In¬ 
habitants  might  be  pacified  by  fome  public  reftitutions, 
and  other  a£ts  of  Indulgence. 

Thus  was  the  foundation  laid  of  this  formidable  treafon, 
which  foon  gathered  ftrength  by  the  acceflioii  of  more 
confpirators,  until  at  length  all  the  iftes  aforefald  were 
engaged  in  the  difloyal  league. 

I  will  not  piefume  to  dieftate  what  is  to  be  done  in 
this  c^fe  ;  I  leave  that  to  thy  oraculous  fentence.  But 
permit  me  to  fuggeft  my  thoughts  of  a  proper  means  to 
prevent  the  like  mifearriages  for  the  future  ;  and  that 
is,  by  executing  timely  and  impartial  juftice.  It  feems 
to  me,  not  only  a  refieiftlon  on  the  juftice  of  the  imperial 
fword,  but  alio  on  the  politics  of  the  royal  cabinet,  to 
fuffer  a  bafla  to  grow  rich  by  oppreffion  of  the  people 
under  his  command  ;  for  when  he  has  thus  plundered 
his  fubjefts  to  fill  bis  own  coffers,  he  has  armed  himfelf 
with  the  very  finews  and  nerves  of  rebellion  ;  money  being 
that  which  gives  life  and  motion  to  all  great  and  bold 
undertakings. 

Therefore  it  will  be  better,  not  to  countenance  the 
leaft  opprefiian  in  thefe  great  men,  whereby  they  may  at 
once  be  tempted,  through  the  confeioufnefs  of  their 
crimes,  and  ftrengthened  by  their  ill-gotten  wealth,  to 
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rebel  againfl.  their  lawful  fovcreiga.  Let  Aleppo,  Sidon, 
Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  be  precedents  of  this  kind. 
By  juftice  the  throne  is  beft  and  moll  fecurely  eltabhlh- 
ed  ;  nothing  unjuft  and  violent  is  permanent. 

God  overthrow  the  devices  of  thefe  traitors,  and  crown 
«ur  glorious  fultan  with  fuccefs. 

Paris,  a6ch  of  rhe  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1^43. 


XXIII. — To  Chiurgi  Muhammet,  Bajfa. 

I  HAVE  been  in  this  city  very  near  fix  years,  and  it  will 
be  expefrcd,  that  In  all  this  time  I  have  made  forae  pro¬ 
fitable  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  French,  the  intrigues 
of  the  court,  the  policy  of  the  Hate,  the  difcipline  of 
their  armies,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom. 

Some  obfervations  I  have  already  communicated  to  the 
minillers  of  the  divan,  and  to  others  of  my  friends  at  the 
Sublime  Porte.  All  my  letters  are  made  common  to  the 
happy  Haves  of  him  who  rules  the  world.  Thou  hall 
heard  of  the  death  of  a  potent  king,  a  great  queen,  and 
a  mighty  favourite ;  now,  let  us  change  the  feene,  and 
pafs  from  the  melancholy  themes  of  death,  the  unavoid¬ 
able  fate  of  mortals,  to  the  fprightly  joys  of  life,  the 
blooming  years  of  an  infant  king,  uho  takes  an  early 
leap  from  his  cradle  to  a  throne.  Thou  wilt  not  expeft 
1  flrould  fpeak  much  of  him,  who  as  yet  can  fay  but 
little  of  himfelf.  However,  In  pafiing  by  this  little  great 
one,  it  would  be  ill-manners  not  to  pay  him  a  falute,  or 
conge  ;  who,  though  young,  feems  no  novice  in  punfti- 
llos  of  courlihip,  as  appears  by  his  addrefs  to  the  bifhop 
who  baptized  him;  (if  thou  knoweft  not  what  that 
means,  it  is  the  firll  ceremony  whereby  they  are  made 
Chriftians,  and  it  anfwers  to  our  circumcifion).  As  foon 
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33  the  myftery  was  performed,  this  young  prince,  with 
an  afl'ured  countenance,  and  becoming  gravity,  fpoke 
thus  to  the  prelate  :  “  My  father,  I  humbly  thank  you, 
and  lhall  be  eternally  obliged  to  you  :  My  parents  gave 
:ne  oiiiy  an  earthly  crown,  but  you  have  made  me  heir  of 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

There  were  piefent,  the  Queen,  the  Princefs  of  Conde, 
Cardinal  Mazarini,  with  divers  other  perfons  of  quality. 
The  whole  afftmbly  were  aftoniihed  at  the  child’s  ex- 
preffion  (being  but  about  four  years  of  age),  taking  it 
for  an  omen  of  his  future  piety,  and  extraordinary  ac¬ 
tions.  He  difcovtrs  a  prompt  wit  in  all  his  difcourfe,  uf- 
ing  but  few  words,  and  thefe  very  appofite.  His  whole 
deportment  is  graceful,  and  furprihngly  regular,  attended 
with  a  difcretiort  which  is  not  looked  for  but  from  thofc 
of  riper  years.-  In  fine,  nature  feems  to  have  fitted  him 
for  the  empire  to  which  he  is  born. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  if  infant  governors  were  now  be¬ 
come  fafhionable,  there  are  feveral  made  bifhops  and  ab¬ 
bots  while  they  are  yet  in  the  cradle  ;  this  the  inferior 
clergy  fiomach,  and  the  laity  grumble,  faying.  That 
there  arc  like  to  be  good  times  in  Fra. ice,  when  thofe 
who  are  flykd  the  fathers  of  the  church  are  babies.  This 
is  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  policy,  to  fallen  the  nobility  to 
the  interells  of  the  crown,  by  thus  honouring  their 
children  with  the  principal  dignities  of  the  church  ;  and 
thou  wilt  fay  he  is  a  wife  man  in  fo  doing,  when  thou 
confidereft  how  great  a  lhare  the  bilhops  and  other  eccle- 
fiaftics  have  in  the  wealth  of  the  land  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  do  the  king  a  better  fervice,  than  by  difpofing  of 
thefe  preferments  to  fuch  as  v/ould  not  only  thereby  be 
obliged  to  loyalty  themfelves,  but  would  alfo  link  the 
families  to  which  they  belong  to  the  royal  caufe. 

Thou  wilt  better  comprehend  the  policy  of  this  min;- 
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iler,  in  chiis  endeavouring  to  fecure  the  dignified  clergy, 
when  thou  welgheft  their  flrength,  and  coufidereft  their 
numbers. 

There  are  in  France  12  archbifiioprics,  104;  bifliop. 
rics  ;  convents  of  the  greater  order  540,  convents  of  the 
lelTer  order  12320,  abbies  1450,  nunneries  67,  708  fri¬ 
aries,  259  femiiiaiies  of  the  order  of  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  274CO  parifli  churches,  hofpitals  540,  private 
cliapels  or  oratories,  90CO.  To  fill  all  thefe  they  reckon 
226,000  religious,  or  dervifes,  befides  130,000  parifh 
priefts. 

It  has  been  ufual  to  take  an  efiimate  of  the  glory  and 
riches  of  a  prince  from  the  number  of  his  people ;  but  I 
would  not  have  thee  think  the  French  kinn  the  wealthier 
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for  this  prodigious  number  of  devotees,  the  greateft  part 
of  which  he  has  more  reafon  to  look  upon  as  an  army  of 
enemies,  than  fubjedls.  Indeed,  the  intereft  of  the  arcK- 
bifliops,  bilhops,  and  parifli  priells,  is  twilled  with  that  of 
the  crown  ;  but  the  monks  and  friars  are  the  creatures  of 
the  pope,  and  all  of  them  together  are  not  maintained  with 
lefs  coll  than  the  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  France,  ~ 
out  of  which,  in  foimer  times,  there  went  yearly  a  million 
of  crowns  to  the  court  of  Rome. 

I  cannot  perceive  wherein  confills  the  policy  of  che- 
rilhing  fo  many  nefls  of  fpiritual  leeches,  who  fuck -the 
very  blood  and  vitals  of  the  nation  ;  one  would  think  it 
were  fufEeiently  drained  by  the  royal  culloms,  taxes, 
and  impolls. 

Theft  kings  have  monopolized  all  the  fait  of  the  king¬ 
dom  into  their  own  hands,  which  they  compel  their  fub- 
jefls  to  buy  of  them  at  their  own  rates.  To  this  end, 
they  have  oincers  in  all  parts,  who  vend  it  for  them.  It 
looks  as  if  they  took  care  to  preferve  their  fubjefls  from 
corruption,  and  were  afraid  left  they  Ihould  putrify  alive, 
there  being  not  a  man  in  all  their  dominions  who  is  not 
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obliged  to  take  the  quantity  which  the  officers  impofc 
on  him,  except  in  fome  particular  provinces,  which,  for 
reafons  of  ftate,  or  by  treaty,  are  exempted.  The  re¬ 
venue  which  arifes  to  the  king  from  this  commodity, 
amounts  to  near  three  millions  of  crowns  yearly.  He 
hath  eight  millions  more  coming  in' by  fubfidies  from  the 
peafants ;  befides  many  particular  impolls  on  flefli,  wine, 
and  other  commodities.  Yet  he  lofes  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  revenues,  by  farming  them  out  to  his  fubjedls,  or 
mortgaging  them  in  time  of  war  for  ready  money.  He 
has  no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  officers,  that  are  wholly 
employed  in  colledfing  his  revenues,  whofe  penlions  and 
falaries  leffen  the  king’s  income  by  above  half ;  fo  that, 
out  of  fourfcore  millions  of  crowns  which  are  yearly 
fqueezed  from  the  people,  fcarce'  thirty  millions  come 
entire  Into  the  king’s  coffers. 

Thou  wilt  wonder  at  the  improvidence  of  thefe  infidel 
kings,  and  at  the  fame  time  condemn  their  tyranny  and 
injulHce,  who  opprefs,  plunder,  and  ruin  thofe  that  fur- 
nifli  them  with  all  neccffaries  for  human  fuftenance,  to 
enrich,  not  therafelves,  but  a  company  of  greedy  ca¬ 
terpillars  ;  for  fuch,  and  no  better,  are  thofe  who  gather 
their  revenues.  It  is  not  fo  in  the  facred  empire  of  the 
Ofmans,  where  jullice  has  ereftcd  her  throne,  and  op- 
preffion  dares  not  fnow  her  face. 

But  the  French  feem  born  for  llavery  they  bear  it  fo 
patiently,  without  ever  afpiinng  after  a  redemption.  The 
Chiiftians  exclaim  agaiaft  our  janizaries,  accufing  them 
of  infolence,  oppreffion,  rapine,  and  all  the  vices  to  which 
a  licentious  foldiery  are  ufually  addidled  ;  but  thefe  are 
trifles  to  what  the  French  dragoons  commit,  when  quar¬ 
tered  upon  the  poor  country  people  :  they  rob  them  of 
all  they  have,  praftifing  a  thoufand  villanies,  to  which 
the  janizaries  are  wholly  ftrangers  j  adulteries  pafs  for 
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gallantry  with  them,  and  rapes  are  counted  but  the  ex- 
ceffes  of  an  immoderate  paffion  ;  the  hulband  muft  ftand 
quietly  whillt  his  wife  is  in  the  arms  of  a  domineering 
Heftor  ;  the  father  muft  behold  his  daughter  deflour- 
ed,  without  difcovering  the  leaft  regret.  Thefe  are  the 
methods  by  which  this  people  are  mortified  ;  and  they 
feem  to  be  ftupid  under  their  calamities,  not  having  cou¬ 
rage  enough  left  to  meditate  a  redrefs,  unlefs  it  be  by  be¬ 
coming  foldiers  themfelves ;  for  of  fuch  as  thefe  is  the  in¬ 
fantry  of  France  compofed.  Hence  it  is  not  to  be  ad¬ 
mired  that  they  are  efteemed  the  feebleft,  bafeft,  and  raoft 
defpicable  foldiers  of  any  in  Europe,  fince  not  the  purfuit 
of  honour,  nor  love  to  their  country,  induces  them  to 
take  up  arms,  but  defpair  of  living  otherwife,  being  re¬ 
duced  to  the  moft  rigorous  extremities  on  this  fide  fa¬ 
mine. 

Live  thou  in  the  honour  with  which  God  and  our  em¬ 
peror  have  invefted  thee,  and  conferve  thy  virtue,  which 
will  raife  thee  yet  higher.  Forget  not  to  have  Mahmut 
fometimes  in  thy  thoughts,  who  loves  thee  with  a  true 
heart,  and  ferves  thee  with  alacrity. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  loth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XXIV. — To  Egri  Boynou,  a  White  Eunuch. 

The  French  Icings  fleer  their  courfe  by  other  maxims 
of  policy  than  thofe  which  are  praftifed  at  the  Sublime 
Porte.  It  feems  they  are  not  apprchenfive  of  any  ambi¬ 
tious  defigns  in  the  princes  of  the  blood,  fince  they  not 
only  allow  them  liberty,  but  alfo  load  them  with  ho¬ 
nours. 

Thou  haft  formerly  heard  me  fpeak  of  Henry  the 
Fourth,  this  king’s  grandfather,  and  of  the  paffionate  love 
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he  bore  to  ladies.  Among  the  reft  of  his  tniftreffes,  none 
polTefTed  a  larger  (hare  of  his  affedlions  than  the  Dutchefs 
of  Beaufort :  By  her  he  had  two  fons  ;  tne  eldeft  is  call¬ 
ed  Alexander,  the  other  Ctefar.  Tliey  are  both  now  liv¬ 
ing,  and  enjoy  great  preferments,  the  firft  being  made 
Grand  Prior  of  the  French  Knight;  of  Malta,  which  is 
a  dignity  next  to  that  of  Mailer  of  the  order,  who  com¬ 
mands  the  whole  ifiand.  It  is  obfervable,  that  this  Alex¬ 
ander,  during  his  father’s  lifetime,  had  attained  no  high¬ 
er  than  to  be  made  a  knight  ;  but  as  foon  as  his  brother 
Lewis  XIII.  came  to  tlie  crown,  he  procured  him  the 
honour  he  now  has.  The  fecond  brother  alfo  is  made 
governor  of  Bretaigne,  and  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Mei'ceur’s  daughter,  by  w'hich  means  he  is  become  one 
of  the  richeft  peers  in  France.  King  Henry  had  alfo 
two  other  fons,  one  of  his  own  name,  whom  he  got  on 
the  Marchionefs  of  Verneville  ;  he  is  now  a  bilhop  and 
abbot,  v/hich  are  confiderable  dignities  in  the  church. 
The  other  fon  they  call  Antoine,  whofe  mother  was  the 
Countefs  of  Morret :  Ke  alfo  is  invefted  with  the  like  ec- 
clefiaftical  honours  as  his  brother  Henry.  Thefe  four 
brothers,  though  by  the  French  efteemed  as  baftards  (be- 
caufe  born  of  the  king’s  concubines),  are  nevtrthcrcls  en- 
trufted  with  the  offices  and  preferments  already  mention¬ 
ed,  without  any  jealoufy  that  they  will  be  guilty  of  fini- 
ftcr  pradlices  to  embroil  the  Hate,  or  gain  the  crown  j 
and,  if  I  may  fpeali  freely,  there  feems  to  be  moie  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  iuftice  in  this  courfe,  than  in  that  cruel  cuf- 
tom-  of  our  fultans,  who  no  fooner  afeend  the  throne,  but 
all  their  brethren  are  immediately  facrificed  to  their  fuf- 
picion  and  the  ends  of  ftate ;  or,  if  they  chance  to  efcape 
the  bow'ftring,  are  detained  their  whole  lifetime  in  a  clofc 
imprifonment,  which  is  worfe  than  death. 

Lewis  XIII.  has  alfo  left  another  brother  behind  hini. 
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born  of  the  fame  mother  as  himfclf.  They  call  him  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  j  a  man  of  a  daring  fpirit,  and  great  re- 
folntion.  He  is  but  newly  come  to  the  court,  having 
been  banifned  for  fome  enterprifcs  againft  his  brother. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  French,  that  this  prince 
would  have  a  ftrare  in  the  regency  ;  but  Lewis  would  by 
no  means  coni'ent  to  it  to  the  prejudice  of  his  queen, 
whom  he  left  entirely  poITtiTed  of  the  fovereiga  power 
till  the  young  king  comes  of  age.  However,  as  yet  Ihe 
holds  a  feeming  correfpondence  with  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  and  the  Prince  of  Conde,  by  wliofe  mediations,  fe- 
veral  grandees,  wdio  were  prifoners  of  ilate,  are  now'  re- 
kafed,  and  make  their  appearance  at  the-court. 

From  hence  thou  mayell  gather  that  things  are  not 
managed  here  with  fueh  n’gour  and  feverlty  as  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  where  the  commands  of  our  invincible  empe¬ 
rors  are  impetuous,  and  the  execution  fwift. 

There  is  a  bllhop  to  whom  the  queen-regent  Teems  to 
be  inclined.  Fl-e  has  the  charafter  of  a  very  good  man  ; 
but  they  fay  he  is  too  limply  honeih  for  a  courtier,  and 
that  Cardinal  Mazarini  will  overreach  him.  Plowever, 
that  prelate  has  the  queen’s  ear  at  prefent,  and  his  crea¬ 
tures  e.xtol  him  for  a  man  of  great  abilities.  It  is  faid 
the  queen  has  writ  to  the  pope,  deiiring  a  cardinal’s  hat 
for  him  ;  and  fome  whilper  that  he  will  be  made  the 
prime  minifter  in  the  room  of  Mazar’ni.  To  fpeak  my 
fentiments,  I  wifh  he  were  ;  for  there  feems  not  fo  much 
reafon  to  apprehend  from  his  counfels  any  notable  defign 
againft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  as  from  thofe  of  the  cardi¬ 
nal,  whom  I  look  upon  as  a  fecond  Richlieu.  Here  are 
feveral  interefts  on  foot  j  the  whole  court  is  divided  into 
faftions,  ftriving  to  undermine  and  fupplant  each  other. 

It  is  not  here  as  in  Turkey,  where  the  greateft  baflas 
are  but  the  fukan’s  Haves.  The  princes  of  France  are 
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equal  to  fome  fovcreign  kings,  and  upon  the  leafl;  grudge 
will  raife  armies,  and  give  the  king  battle,  if  he  dots  not 
come  to  their  terras,  and  make  a  latisfahlory  compofition.. 
Neither  dares  the  king  put  any  of  them  to  death,  for  fear 
of  the  people,  who  generally  take  their  part,  being  gree¬ 
dy  of  novelties,  and  prone  to  rebel. 

Wouldd  thou  know  by  what  means  the  nobility  of 
France  arrived  to  fuch  a  dangerous  power  ?  I  tell  thee  in 
a  word,  the  kings  theraitlves  have  put  a  fword  into  their 
hands,  which  they  fpare  not  to  draw,  when  their  ambi¬ 
tion  or  difeontent  prompts  tl.-em  to  it.  They  are  freed 
from  all  tribute  and  homage  ;  have  the  command  of  whole 
provinces  committed  to  them,  in  which  are  great  num¬ 
bers  of  walled  towns,  forts  and  caftles.  Thefe  great 
cliarges  procure  them  the  efteem  and  veneration  of  the 
people  living  under  their  government,  who  honour  them 
as  kings,  and  readily  take  up  arms  in  their  vindication. 

The  queen-regent  is  fearful  left  they  (hould  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  her  fon’s  minority,  and  under  pretence  of  re¬ 
forming  the  {late,  or  ferving  the  king’s  intereft,  they 
Aiould  involve  the  kingdom  in  civil  wars.  She  keeps  a 
ftrief  watch  over  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  obferves  the 
Prince  of  Condc’s  motions  ;  her  guards  are  doubled,  and 
{he  negledfs  nothing  tliat  may  aifure  the  intereils  of  tlie 
crown. 

Thou  who  {tandeil  by  the  filent  fountain,  and  art  near 
the  perfon  of  the  Grand  Signior,  tlunk  of  doing  Mah- 
mut  fome  good  ofike,  who  loves  cordially,  ferves  faith¬ 
fully,  and  prays  fervently  for  the  health  and  long  life  of 
our  glorious  fultan,  and  willies  thee  thy  fill  of  happinefs- 

Paris,  ayth  of  the  loth.Moon,  of  the  Year  16^13. 
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XXV. — To  the  Captain  Bassa. 

.t^ERE  are  arrived  feveral  hundreds  of  Haves,  who  have 
mnnuir.icted  themfelves  by  a  bold  adventure  ;  an  exploit 
v,hi,,h,  to  give  them  their  due,  has  I'omething  in  it  oF 
bravery.  The  place  of  their  captivity  was  Alexandria  ; 
thou  know-eft  the  ci’rcumftances  of  that  haven.  What 
hazards  will  not  the  denre  of  liberty  put  men  upon  ? 
There  w-ere  feveral  thoufands  of  Franks  in  the  city, 
whom  the  reftraint  and  rigours  of  fervitude  had  made 
weary  of  their  lives.  Among  the  reft,  a  native  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  who  having  been  bred  up  in  the  art  of  dillilling 
ftrong  waters,  his  patron  hired  him  a  fliop,  furniihing 
him  v\'ith  all  materials  and  neceiTaries  to  profecute  his 
calling,  in  hopes  of  very  profitable  returns.  To  this  man’s 
Ihop  there  was  a  great  refort  of  all  the  Franks  in  the  city,, 
by  which  means  he  improved  his  trade,  and  thrived  might¬ 
ily.  He  was  a  bold  fellow,  and  took  a  particular  pride 
in  great  attempts ;  and  though  he  m.ight  have  lived  very 
happily,  and  enriched  hirnfelf  by  his  own  occupation,  yet 
he  had  another  fort  of  chemiilry  to  praclife,  being  refolv- 
ed  to  draw  his  fellow  flaves  (who  were  new-  become  his 
cuftomers)  off  from  the  lees  of  dcfpair,  and  elevate  them 
to  a  refolution  of  feeking  their  freedom.  He  often  ha¬ 
rangued  them  on  this  fubjedf,  and  a  ftridl  intel  igence 
was  held  between  all  the  European  flaves  in  that  city. 
At  length  it  was  agreed  amengil  them  to  feize  a  certain 
veffel  that  lay  in  the  harbour,  and  commit  themfelves 
to  the  winds  and  waves.  This  was  carried  on  with  fo 
much  fecrecy,  and  fo  dexterous  a  condudf,  that,  unfuf- 
peiifed,  above  two  thoufand  of  them  got  aboard,  and  put 
out  to  fea.  The  wind  favouring  them,  they  firfl;  arrived 
at  Candia,  where  they  landed  fome  hundreds  of  their 
crew  ;  after  this  they  touched  at  Malta,  tvhere  they  dif- 
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pofed  of  others  ;  then  at  Livorno  in  Italy  ;  and,  laftly, 
came  fafe  at  Marfeilles,  where  the  remainder  came  afhore. 
Thefe  are  natives  of  France,  England,  Brabant  and  Hol¬ 
land,  with  two  Spanilh  priefts. 

The  inhabitants  of  Paris  are  very  chaiitable  to  them, 
efpecially  the  merchants  who  traffic  in  the  Levant,  of 
which  there  are  great  numbers  in  this  city.  The  clergy 
alfo  have  made  a  colleftion  for  them  ;  and  It  is  faid  the 
queen-regent  has  ordered  her  almoner  to  diftriuutc  three 
thoufand  crowns  among  them. 

They  inveigh  bitterly  againft  the  mufTnlmans,  curfmg 
our  holy  Prophet,  and  thanking  their  good  ftars  for  thus 
fortunately  redeeming  them  from  an  iiifupportable  flave- 
ry.  I  cannot  fee  wherein  they  merit  blame  in  all  this,  it 
being  natural  for  all  men  to  covet  liberty,  and  to  rejoice 
when  they  have  efcaped  any  misfortune.  I  protcft  I  can- 
not  be  angry  with  them  in  my  heart  for  any  thing  but 
the  blafphemies  they  vomit  againft  the  meflenger  of  God. 
The  reft  are  adlions  as  natural  as  to  eat  and  drink.  Self- 
prcfervation  being  common  to  all  animals,  there  feems  as 
much  reafon  to  condemn  a  bird  that  chirps  and  triumphs 
when  fhe  feels  herfelf  upon  the  wing,  ranging  the  balmy 
air,  being  newly  releafed  from  the  cage,  as  to  lind  fault 
with  thefe  fellows  for  rejoicing  that  they  have  efcaped 
the  confinement  and  hardfiiips  I'f  captivity. 

However,  it  was  an  unpardonable  negleft  of  the  guards 
who  belong  to  that  city  to  fuffer  thefe  Infidels  thus  to 
give  them  the  flip.  So  culpable  a  remiffnefs  may  coft 
fome  of  them  their  heads. 

The  great  God,  whofe  power  is  manifefted  in  the  ocean 
as  well  as  on  the  dry  land,  furniffi  thee  with  as  favourable 
winds  as  thefe  fugitives  had,  when  thou  faileft  to  execute 
the  orders  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  year  1643. 
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XXVI. — To  Mustapha  Guir,  an  Eunuch-Pajre. 

Thi  s  court  has  within  thefe  three  days  put  on  another 
face  than  it  had  ever  fince  the  roy^al  obfequies  were  per¬ 
formed.  One  would  hardly  think  it  the  fame,  were  it 
not  for  the  mourning  they  Hill  wear  on  the  account  of 
the  late  king’s  death.  This  is  a  formality  ufed  all  over 
Chriftendom  in  fuch  cafes,  and  ferves  for  a  difguife  to 
hypocrites.  The  French  grandees  make  ufe  of  it  to 
malk  their  feveral  politic  defigns.  They  wear- black,  the 
emblem  of  fadnefs,  to  denote  their  grief  for  the  dead  mo¬ 
narch,  and  yet  they  feaft  and  revel,  to  the  end  they  may 
fend  more  of  the  royal  blood  after  him.  The  matter  I 
am  going  to  inform  thee  of  is  tragical  in  itfelf,  and  had 
been  worfe,  but  for  the  prevention  of  Providence. 

Three  days  ago,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  with  divers 
of  the  prime  nobility,  were  invited  to  a  feaft  by  the  queen’s 
order.  The  place  where  it  was  kept  is  called  the  New 
Caftle,  It  is  nccdlefs  for  me  to  defcribe  the  magnificent 
entertainment,  thou  mayeft  conclude  all  things  were  per¬ 
formed  with  great  coft  and  majefty.  They  banquetted 
with  wine  to  excefs,  infomuch,  as  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
about  midnight,  walking  through  a  gallery,  was  fo  ine¬ 
briated  with  the  juice  of  the  grape,  that  he  fell  afleep  on 
a  couch  which  flood  about  the  middle  of  the  walk  :  He 
was  wrapt  in  his  cloak,  a  garment  well  known  in  the 
court  by  the  large  diamond  that  buttoned  it  before  ;  but 
nobody  came  by  that  way,  till  two  hours  afterwards,  a 
certain  French  lord  palling  to  his  lodging,  took  notice 
of  a  man  afleep  on  the  couch,  and  drawing  nearer,  knew 
it  to  be  the  duke.  Wondering  what  fliould  be  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  it,  he  inquired  of  the  duke’s  page,  that  flood  not 
far  off,  who  told  him,  his  maftcr  was  overcome  with 
wine.  The  lord,  not  thinking  it  convenient  to  leave  a 
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prince  of  the  blood  in  fuch  a  place  at  fuch  a  time  of  the 
night,  caufed  his  fervants  to  take  him  up,  and  carry  him 
to  his  own  lodgings,  who,  for  the  greater  conveniency, 
left  the  cloak  behind  upon  the  couch.  As  foon  as  they 
were  gone,  the  duke’s  page  puts  on  the  cloak,  and  being 
alio  tired  with  watching,  laid  himfelf  down  to  deep.  The 
duke  not  long  after  awakes,  and  called  for  his  page,  not 
knowing  where  he  was.  The  fervants  of  the  French  lord 
immediately  ran  to  the  page,  but  found  him  dead  upon 
the  couch,  being  ftabbed  through  the  heart.  Thou  may- 
ell  imagine  what  a  furprife  the  whole  court  was  in  when 
this  accident  was  known.  Next  morning  ftri£l  inquili- 
tion  was  made  into  this  affair,  but  nothing  brought  to 
light,  only  It  was  obferved,  that  about  three  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  an  unknown  perfon  was  feen  by  the  fenti- 
nels  to  be  let  into  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  apartment.  The 
bufinefs  is  huflied  up  ;  yet  people  fpare  not  to  whifper, 
that  the  cardinal  was  privy  to  the  murder,  adding,  that 
the  blow  was  given  by  miftake,  the  page  being  fuppofed 
to  be  the  duke,  as  he  lay  wrapt  up  in  that  remarkable 
cloak.  It  is  common,  in  thefe  infidel  countries,,  for 
great  men  to  hire  ruffians  to  execute  their  revenge ;  and 
thefe  fellows  are  as  prompt  and  dexterous  at  a  private 
murder,  as  our  mutes  are  to  execute  the  plcafure  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  when  he  commands  them  to  ftrangle  any 
offending  Baffa  :  But  they  will  have  half  the  price  of 
tb.elr  viiiany  beforehand,  and  the  rtlidiie  when  it  is  ac- 
complilhed.  Thus  is  Innocent  blood  become  a  raerchan- 
dife  ;  they  traffic  for  affaffmations  ^  and  a  man  cannot 
call  his  life  his  ow'u,  fince,  at  that  very  inllant,  it  may 
be  bought  by  another.  I  have  not  heard,  that  fuch  a 
detellable  wickednefs  has  ever  been  praftifed  in  the  em¬ 
pire  of  the  muffnlmans,  much  lefs  In  the  feraglios  of  oui 
fultans,  w'hich  are  the  manfions  of  julllce  and  virtue. 
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One  of  the  grandees  of  France  (whom  they  call  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort),  takes  inceffant  pains  to  find  out  the 
author  of  this  murder.  He  is  a  mortal  enemy  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  Mazarini,  and  would  give  half  the  revenue  of  his 
dukedom  could  he  remove  him  out  of  the  kingdom.  He 
infinuates  very  plaufible  fufpicions  into  the  minds  of  the 
courtiers,  to  render  him  odious.  He  dares  not  openly 
accufe  him  of  being  accelTary  to  the  page’s  death,  having 
no  evident  proofs  againft  him,  but  he  endeavours  to  cre¬ 
ate  in  all  men  a  belief,  that  he  had  a  hand  in  it.  He 
has  confulted  a  magician,  who  has  (hewed  him  the  figure 
of  the  murderer  in  a  glafs,  and,  by  another  effedl  of  his 
enchantments,  has  prefented  him  r/ith  a  pifture,  drawn 
from  the  magical '  portraiture  in  the  glafs,  which  the 
duke  has  caufed  to  be  imitated  by  the  (kllfullefl;  matters 
in  France,  fending  the  copies  in  great  numbers  to  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  orders  to  the  governors  of 
towns  and  cities,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  on  the  frontiers 
and  fea-coafts,  to  caufe  all  travellers  to  be  brought  before 
them,  and  confronted  with  the  pidlure,  that  fo,  if  poffi- 
ble,  the  murderer  may  be  difcovered,  who  will  not  fail 
to  be  put  to  all  the  tortures  they  can  invent,,  to  draw  a 
confeffion  from  him.,  “  That  Cardinal  Mazarini  had  con¬ 
trived  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  though  by 
miftake  it  was  executed  on  his  page.”  But  the  cardinal 
is  even  with  him,  having  accufed  him  to  the  queen  of 
defigning  to  murder  him  ;  whereupon  the  Duke  is  fent 
prifoner  to  the  cattle  of  the  Wood  of  Vinciennes.  This 
makes  the  creatures  of  Beaufort  to  murmur,  and  fay, 
there  is  a  higher  hand  than  the  cardinal’s  alone  in  tlie 
contrivance  of  this  murder.  Libels  are  fcattered  up  and 
down  the  ftreets,  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  ghott  of  the 
page  has  been  often  fetn  to  walk  in  the  royal  apart¬ 
ments. 
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In  the  mean  time,  I  wait  all  opportunities  to  do  the 
Grand  Signior  fome  effeftual  fervice,  fnatching  every 
contingency  which  may  advance  the  Ottoman  intereft  ; 
neither  am  I  forgetful  to  oblige  my  friends. 

The  Great  God  preferve  thee  from  untimely  death, 
and  give  the  favour  with  the  fultan. 

Paris,  30th  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643. 


XXVII. — To  Pesteli  Hali,  his  Brother. 

w  HEN  I  wrote  laft  to  thee,  I  thought  I  fhould  have 
taken  a  farther  journey  than  thou.  Afia  was  the  defign- 
<d  ftage  of  thy  travels  ;  but  I  looked  on  myfelf,  at  that 
time,  as  bound  for  another  world  ;  and,  therefore,  hav¬ 
ing  no  hopes  of  ever  feeing  thee  again  in  this,  I  gave 
thee  a  folemn  adieu.  It  is  now  four  years  fince  that  let¬ 
ter  was  writ,  during  which  thou  hall  feen  many  ftrange 
things  in  the  Ball,  while  I  have  obferved  fome  remark- 
ables  in  the  Weft.  Thou  art  returned  fafe  to  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  I  am  ftill  alive  in  Paris.  I  am  overjoyed  to 
hear  I  have  a  brother  living  ;  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  be 
forry  that  I  have  hitherto  efcaped  the  ftroke  of  death.  We 
two  are  the  only  furviving  of  all  our  race ;  let  us  love  one 
another,  as  though  there  were  nothing  clfe  in  the  world 
for  us  to  love.  As  for  our  mother,  I  know  not  whether 
Ihe  be  on  earth  or  in  paradife.  The  laft  letter  Ihe  fent 
me,  exprefled  her  grief  for  the  death  of  her  fccond  huf- 
band,  fince  which  eighteen  moons  are  elapfed,  and  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  her.  I  defire  thee,  if  thou  haft 
any  tendernefs  for  Mahmut,  to  fatisfy  me  whether  ftie  be 
living  or  dead.  Perhaps  Ihe  is  married  again,  and  may 
be  removed  into  fome  unknown  country.  I  am  perplexed 
with  a  thoufand  anxieties  about  her. 
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Remember,  that  the  tribe  to  which  we  belong  was 
none  of  the  moft  obfcure  in  Arabia.  Let  us  imitate  the 
virtues  of  our  kindred,  without  meddling  with  their 
vices :  In  fuch  a  family,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  find 
fame  good  examples,  and  fuch  as  are  worthy  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed.  Let  us  learn  temperance  from  one,  prudence 
from  another,  magnanimity  from  a  third,  and  the  rules 
of  piety  and  juftice  from  them  all.  This  I  take  to  be  a 
proper  method  to  acquire  an  excellency  in  virtue,  and  to 
root  good  habits  in  us,  it  being  certain,  that  pradlical 
examples  have  more  influence  on  men,  than  the  moll 
pithy  and  fage  inftruftlons.  Who  can  refleft  on  the  in¬ 
comparable  modefty  of  Ufeph,  my  father’s  brother,  and 
not  be  charmed  ?  Thou  mayefl;  remember  with  how 
fweet  a  grace  of  mildnefs  and  condefcenfion  all  his  ac¬ 
tions  were  adorned.  He  was  efteemed  the  moft  polite 
man  in  thofe  parts.  From  him  we  may  learn  to  bear  in¬ 
juries  patiently,  and  not  to  grow  peevifli  at  the  imperti- 
nencies  of  the  vulgar  ;  not  to  be  of  a  rugged  temper, 
fierce  or  revengeful,  but  to  be  always  of  an  even  deport¬ 
ment,  purfuing  all  men  with  civilities  and  good  offices, 
the  very  nature  of  which  brings  its  own  reward  along 
with  it  (if  there  wmre  no  others),  the  mind  being  fed 
with  an  inexpreffible  complacency,  after  fuch  generous 
performances. 

Mehmet  Ali,  our  kinfman,  was  a  man  of  fingular 
government  and  moderation  ;  he  was  neither  vainly  fond 
of  his  friend,  nor  humorous  or  cold  :  He  rejefled  flat- 
terers,  and  was  not  concerned  at  flanderers  :  He  was 
neither  fuperftitious  nor  profane  ;  liberal  without  pride, 
frugal  without  avarice,  and  in  all  things  he  carried  him- 
felf  with  exquifite  fobriety  and  reafon. 

Such  men  as  thefe  we  ought  to  fet  before  us,  as  pat¬ 
terns  of  a  good  life  ;  and.  In  following  their  fteps,  we 
fltall  honour  the  family  from  which  wc  defeend, 
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In  perufing  thy  letter,  I  find  thou  haft  made  fome 
profitable  remarks  in  thy  travels.  Thou  haft  been  at  the 
courts  of  feveral  great  and  illuftrious  princes,  and  returneft 
home  enriched  with  a  treafury  of  jewels,  of  a  far  higher 
price  than  rubies  and  diamonds.  The  knowledge  which 
thou  haft  purchafed  is  a  merchandife  for  kings,  and  will 
render  thee  acceptable  to  the  fovereigns  of  the  earth. 
Thou  haft  improved  much  in  a  little  time,  and  (halt  reap 
the  honour  and  profit  of  thy  experience  all  the  days  of 
thy  life. 

It  will  be  a  kind  office,  if  thou  wilt  gratify  thy  bro¬ 
ther  with  fome  of  thofe  choice  obfervations  thou  haft 
made.  I  have  a  particular  defire  to  be  informed  of  ma¬ 
ny  things  In  the  Indies.  Our  coufin  Ifouf  is  covetous  of 
his  memoirs ;  he  will  not  impart  any  thing  to  me, 
though  he  has  likewife  traverfed  all  the  Eaft.  I  would 
fain  know  the  age  and  charafter  of  the  prefent  Mogul. 
Here  is  a  Portuguefe  in  the  city,  with  whom  I  fome- 
times  converfe  :  He  has  been  at  Indoftan,  and  fays,  that 
the  prefent  emperor  of  that  country  is  a  man  of  no  great 
abilities,  fuffering  his  affairs  to  be  managed  by  the  con- 
dufl;  of  women  ;  that  he  has  more  than  ordinary  famili. 
arity  with  one  of  his  daughters ;  that  he  has  four  fons, 
whom  he  has  made  fovereigns  of  provinces ;  they  are 
princes  of  aftive  fpirlts,  and,  he  fays,  it  is  feared  they 
will  one  day  depofe  their  father. 

He  tells  a  remarkable  ftory  of  the  Great  Mogul’s  be¬ 
ing  once  in  danger  of  his  life,  wliich,  becaufe  it  has 
fomething  In  It  very  extraordinary,  I  will  in  brief  relate 
it  to  thee. 

It  happened,  that  this  prince  was  riding  on  one  of 
his  elephants  in  the  province  of  Cafhemire,  when  fud- 
denly  the  beaft  grew  raging  mad.  It  feems  it  is  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  animals,  when  they  are  ftiing  with  luft,  at 
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certain  times  of  the  year,  to  fall  into  a  kind  of  frenzy, 
which,  if  not  timely  obviated,  will  lall  forty  days.  He 
whofe  office  it  was  to  manage  the  elephant,  perceiving 
that  the  king’s  life  was  in  apparent  danger,  through  the 
furious  humour  of  the  beaft,  had  not  time  to  fay  any 
more  to  the  king,  but  only  thefe  words,  “  There  is  but 
this  only  way  to  fave  your  life,  that  I  facrifce  mine  to 
the  elephant,  which  I  freely  do,  as  an  unfeigned  tefti- 
mony  of  my  loyalty.”  With  that,  he  call  himfelf  at 
the  elephant’s  feet,  which  immediately  took  him  up 
with  his  trunk,  and  killed  him,  and  fo  became  pacified. 
The  king,  aftoniffied  at  fo  furprifing  an  accident,  and 
to  teftify  his  gratitude  for  fo  unparalelled  a  fidelity, 
fcnt  for  this  man’s  fons,  and  having  aflced  them.  Whe¬ 
ther  they  could  have  refolution  enough  to  follow  their 
father’s  example  In  fuch  cafe  ?  to  which  they  all  anfwer- 
ing,  “  That  his  majefty  might  fee  It  Immediately,  If  he 
pleafe  to  give  but  the  word  the  king  caufed  rich  veils 
to  be  bellowed  on  every  one  of  them,  with  other  pre- 
fents,  and  made  them  the  chief  mailers  of  his  elephants 
throughout  the  empire.  The  Portuguefe  added,  that 
in  token  of  thankfulnefs  to  Heaven  for  fo  fignal  a  pre- 
fervation,  the  emperor  gave  royal  and  magnificent  alms 
to  all  the  poor  In  that  province,  vowing  never  to  ride  a- 
gain  on  an  elephant,  fince  it  had  coll  him  the  life  of  one 
of  his  moll  faithful  fervants. 

If  thou  hall  met  with  any  inllances  of  fo  remarkable  a 
virtue,  infert  them  In  thy  letter  ;  for,  whatever  may  be 
In  the  Eall,  a  man  may  live  whole  ages  in  thefe  Wellern 
parts,  before  he  lhall  find  fuch  unlhaken  fidelity  In  a 
fervant.  The  King  Eternal  call  an  eye  of  favour  on 
thee,  and  reward  thee  for  the  love  thou  bearell  to  our 
glorious  fultan. 

Paris,  i6th  of  the  12th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1643, 
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BOOK  III. 

LETTER.  I. — To  Ibrahim  Haly  Cheik,  a  Man  of 
the  Lav). 

I“Iere  is  a  man  come  to  this  city,  if  he  may  be  called  a 
man,  who  pretends  to  have  lived  about  thefe  iixteen 
hundred  years.  They  call  him  the  Wandering  Jew  ;  but 
fome  fay,  he  is  an  impollor.  He  fays  of  himfelf,  that 
he  was  uflier  of  the  divan  in  Jerufalem  (the  Jews  call  it 
the  court  of  judgment),  where  all  criminal  caufes  were 
tried,  at  the  time  when  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Mary,  the 
Chriftians  Mefllas,  was  condemned  by  Pontius  Pilate,  the 
Roman  prefident  ;  that  his  name  was  Michob  Ader  ; 
and  that,  for  thrufting  Jefus  out  of  the  hall,  with  thefe 
words,  “  Go,  why  tarrieft  thou  ?”  the  Mefllas  anfwered 
him  again  ;  “  I  go,  but  tarry  thou  till  I  come thereby 
condemning  him  to  live  till  the  day  of  judgment.  He 
pretends  to  remember  the  apoftles  that  lived  in  thofe 
days,  and  that  he  himfelf  was  baptized  by  one  of  them  ; 
that  he  has  travelled  through  aU  the  regions  of  the 
world,  and  fo  muft  continue  to  be  a  vagabond  till  the 
Mefllas  lliall  retui.i  again.  They  fay,  that  he  heals 
difeafes,  by  touching  the  party  affefted.  Divers  other 
miracles  are  aferibed  to  him  by  the  ignorant  and  fuper- 
flltlous  ;  but  the  learned,  the  noble,  and  the  great,  cen- 
fure  him  as  a  counterfeit,  or  a  madman.  Yet  there  are 
who  affirm,  that  It  Is  one  convincing  argument  of  the 
reality  of  his  pretence,  that  he  has  hitherto  efcaped  a 
prifon,  efpecially  In  thefe  countries,  where  the  authors 
of  all  innovations  are  feverely  puniffied.  He  has  efcaped 
the  inquifition  at  Rome,  in  Spain,  and  in  Portugal,  which 
the  vulgar  will  have  to  be  an  evident  miracle, 
ro/.I/.  H 
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One  day  I  had  the  curiofity  to  difcourfe  with  him  iu 
feveral  languages ;  and  I  found  him  mailer  of  all  thole 
that  I  could  fpeak.  I  converfcd  with  him  five  or  fix 
hours  together  in  Arabic.  He  told  me,  that  there  w'as 
fcarce  a  true  hiftory  to  be  found,  I  afited  him,  what  he 
thought  of  Mahomet,  the  prophet  and  lawgiver  of  the 
muffulmans  ?  He  anfwered,  that  he  knew  his  father  very 
well,  and  had  been  often  in  his  company  at  Ormus  in 
Perfia  ;  that  Mahomet  was  a  man  full  of  light  and  a 
divine  fpirit,  but  had  his  errors  as  well  as  other  mortals  ; 
and  that  his  chiefell  was,  in  denying  the  crucifixion  of  the 
Mefiias  ;  for,  faid  he,  “  I  was  then  prefent,  and  faw 
him  hang  on  the  crofs,  with  thefe  eyes  of  mine.”  He 
accufed  the  mulfulmans  of  impollure,  in  making  the 
world  believe,  that  the  tomb  of  their  prophet  hangs 
miraculoully  between  heaven  and  earth,  faying,  that  he 
himfelf  had  feen  it,  and  that  it  was  built  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  other  fepulchres.  Thou  who  hall  been  at  the 
holy  place,  knoweft  whether  this  be  true  or  falfe.  He 
upbraids  the  Perfian  Mahometans  with  luxury,  the  Otto¬ 
mans  with  tyranny,  the  Arabians  '  with  robbeiy,  the 
Moors  with  cruelty,  and  the  muffulmans  of  the  Indies 
with  atheifm.  Nor  does  he  fpare  to  reproach  the  Chrif- 
tian  churches  :  He  taxes  the  Roman  and  Grecian  with 
the  pompous  idolatry  of  the  heathens.  He  accufes  the 
Ethiopian  with  Judaifm,  the  Armenian  with  herefies ; 
and  fays,  that  the  protellants,  if  they  wmuld  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  profefiion,  would  be  the  bell  Chrilllans. 

He  told  me,  he  w-as  in  Rome  when  Nero  fet  fire  to 
the  city,  and  Hood  triumphing  on  the  top  of  a  hill  to 
behold  its  flames.  That  he  faw  Saladine’s  return  from 
his  conquells  in  the  Eall,  when  he  caufed  his  fliiit  to  be 
carried  on  the  top  of  a  fpear,  with  this  proclamation  ; 
"  Saladinc,  -lord  of  many  rich  countries,  conqueror  of 
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the  Eaft,  ever  viflcrious  and  happy,  when  he  dies,  fhall 
have  no  other  memorial  left  of  all  his  glories,  but  only 
this  poor  fliirt.” 

He  relates  many  remarkable  palTages  of  Solyman  the 
Magnificent,  whereof  our  hlftories  are  filent ;  and  fays, 
he  was  in  Conftantinople,  when  Solymon  built  that 
royal  mofque,  which  goes  by  his  name.  He  knew 
Tamerlane  the  Scythian,  and  told  me,  that  he  was  fo 
called,  becaufe  he  halted  with  one  leg.  He  pretends  alfo 
to  have  been  acquainted  with  Scanderbeg,  the  valiant 
and  fortunate  Prince  of  Epirus.  He  feemed  tq  pity  the 
infupportable  calamity  of  Bajazet,  whom  he  had  feen 
carried  about  in  a  cage  by  Tamerlane’s  order.  He 
accufes  the  Scythian  of  too  barbarous  an  infult  on  the 
unfortunate  fultan.  He  remembers  the  ancient  caliphs 
of  Babylon  and  Egypt ;  the  empire  of  the  Saracens,  and 
the  wars  in  the  Holy  Land.  He  highly  extols  the 
valour  and  condudl  of  the  renowned  Godfrey  of  Bulloign. 
He  gives  an  accurate  account  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  ella- 
blifiiment,  and  fubverfion  of  the  Mamalukes  in  Egypt. 
He  fays,  he  has  walked  himfelf  in  the  two  head  fprings 
of  the  river  Nile,  which  arlfe  in  the  moll  fouthern 
part  of  Ethiopia  ;  that  its  Increafe  is  occafioned  by  the 
great  rains  in  Ethiopia,  which  fwell  all  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  the  Nile,  and  caufe  that  vail  inundation,  which 
has  fo  much  puzzled  philofophy  to  find  out  the  origin. 
He  fays,  that  the  river  Ganges  in  India,  is  broader  and 
deeper  than  the  Nile  ;  that  the  river  Niger  in  Africa  is 
longer  by  fome  hundreds  of  miles  ;  and  that  he  can  re- 
metriber  a  time,  when  the  river  Nile  overflowed  not  till 
three  months  after  the  ufual  fcafon. 

Having  profeffed  himfelf  an  univerfal  traveller,  and 
that  there  was  no  corner  of  the  earth  where  he  had  not 
been  prefent,  I  began  to  comfort  myfelf  with  the  hopes 
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of  fome  news  from  the  ten  tribes  f»f  Ifrael,  that  were 
carried  Into  captivity  by  Salmanaffar  King  of  AfTyria, 
and  could  never  be  heard  of  fince.  I  allted  him  feveral 
quettions  concerning  them,  but  found  no  fatlsfaftory 
anfvver  ;  only  he  told  me,  that  botli  in  Afia,  Africa 
and  Europe,  he  had  taken  notice  of  a  fort  of  people, 
who,  though  not  Jev/s  in  profeffion,  yet  retained  fome 
charadferiltics,  whereby  one  might  difcover  them  to  be 
defcended  of  that  nation. 

In  Livonia,  Ruffia  and  Finland,  he  had  met  with 
people  of  diftinft  languages  from  that  of  the  country, 
having  a  great  mixture  of  Hebrew  words ;  that  thefe 
abftaincd  from  fwines  flelh,  blood,  and  things  ftrangled  ; 
that  In  their  lamentations  for  the  dead,  they  always 
ufed  thefe  words,  “  Jeru-Jeru,  Mafco  Salem  by  which 
he  thought,  they  called  to  remembrance  Jerufalem,  and 
Damafcus,  thofe  two  famous  cities  of  Paleftine  and  Syria. 
In  the  Circaffians  alfo  he  had  traced  fome  foolfteps  of 
Judaifm;  their  cuftoms,  manner  of  life,  feails,  marriages, 
and  facritlces,  being  not  far  removed  from  the  inllitutlons 
of  the  Mofaic  I.aw.  But,  what  is  moil  remarkable,  he 
fald,  that  he  had  converfed  with  profelfed  Jews  in  the 
north  parts  of  Alia,  who  never  fo  much  as  heard  of 
Jefus,  the  fon  of  Mar^q  or  of  the  revolutions  in  Judea 
after  his  death,  the  fiege  and  deilruftion  of  Jerufalem, 
or  any  other  matters  wherewith  all  hiftorles  abound,  con¬ 
cerning  that  nation.  He  faid  moreover,  that  thefe  Jews 
had  only  the  Pentateuch,  not  having  heard  of  the  reft 
of  thofe  books  which  compofe  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Old  Teftament ;  and  that  this  Pentateuch  w'as  written 
in  a  fort  of  Hebrew,  far  different  from  that  which  Is 
now  commonly  fpokeii  by  the  reft  of  the  difperfed  Jews 
throughout  the  world  ;  that  the  number  of  thefe  Jews 
was  inlinitc  ;  and  finally,  he  thought,  that  thefe,  if  any, 
were  the  true  pofterlty  of  thofe  ten  captive  tribes. 
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Having  mentioned  the  dcftrudlion  of  Jerufalem,  I  aflc- 
ed  him,  where  he  was  at  that  tune  ?  He  told  me,  in  the 
court  of  Vefpahan  at  Rome  ;  and  that  he  had  iieard  the 
emperor  fay,  when  he  underltood  the  temple  of  Solomon 
Avas  burnt  to  aflies,  “  He  had  ratiier  all  Rome  had  been 
fet  on  fire.”  Here  the  old  man  fell  a-weeping  hinifelf, 
lamenting  the  ruins  of  that  noble  ftrufture,  which  he 
defcribcd  to  me  as  familiarly  as  if  he  had  feen  it  but 
yefterday.  He  fays,  that  Jofephus  wrote  partially  of 
the  feditious  in  the  city,  being  related  to  one  of  the 
chief  ringleaders,  whom  therefore  he  fpared,  being  loath 
to  {lain  the  reputation  of  his  own  family  to  all  pofierity. 

I  tell  thee,  fage  cheik,  if  this  man’s  pretences  be  true, 
he  is  fo  full  of  choice  memoirs,  and  has  been  witnefs  to 
fo  many  grand  tranfaflions  for  the  fpace  of  fixteen  cen¬ 
turies  of  y'ears,  that  he  may  not  unfitly  be  called,  a 
living  chronology,  the  proto -notary  of  the  Chrlftians 
hegira,  or  principal  recorder  of  that  which  they  efteem 
the  laft  epoeha  of  the  world’s  duration. 

By  his  looks  one  would  take  him  for  a  relic  of  the 
old  world,  or  one  of  the  long-lived  fathers  before  the 
flood.  To  fpeak  modeilly,  he  may  pafs  for  the  younger 
brother  of  Time. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  tell  thee  how  many  other  dif- 
courfes  we  had  of  his  travels  and  memoirs  ;  till  tired  with 
his  company,  and  judging  all  to  be  a  cheat,  I  took  my 
leave. 

I  tell  thee,  he  feetiis  to  be  a  man  well  verfed  in  all  hlf- 
torles,  a  great  traveller,  and  one  that  afFe£ls  to  be  count¬ 
ed  an  extraordinary  perfon.  The  common  people  are 
ready  to  adore  him  ;  and  the  very  fear  of  the  multitude 
reftrains  the  magiftiates  from  offering  any  violence  to 
this  impoftor. 

Live  thou  in  the  exercife  of  thy  reafon,  which  will  not 
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permit  thee  to  be  feduced  into  errors,  by  the  lubtle  in- 
fjnuations  of  men.  Continue  to  love  Mahmut,  who 
honours  thee  without  a  hdfion. 

Paris,  4tli  of  the  ift  Moon-,  of  the  Year  11544. 


II. —  To  the  Selictar  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer. 

Jealousy,  the  bane  of  public  alliances,  as  well  as  of 
private  friendfhip,  has  carried  the  arms  of  Swedeland  into 
Denmark,  at  a  time  when  lead  expedled. 

All  Europe  was  alarmed  at  the  news  of  this  furprifmg 
invafion,  it  being  thought  that  the  Swedes  had  work 
enough  cut  out  for  them  in  Germany. 

However,  few  could  penetrate  into  the  reafons  which 
induced  them  to  refpite  the  Imperialifts,  and  at  the  fame 
time  cany  uie  war  into  the  dominions  of  King  Chriftian  ; 
w'ho,  by  his  mediation,  and  other  good  offices  betw^een 
the  German  Emperor  and  that  crown,  merited  another 
kind  of  return  than  an  hollile  invafion. 

But  the  peacemaker  has  moll  times  a  thanklefs  office. 
I  have  feen  a  gentleman  endeavouring  to  part  or  pacify 
tw'o  of  his  friends  encountering  in  the  fireets  of  Paris, 
and  has  received  the  point  of  one  of  their  rapiers  in  his 
heart  for  his  kindnefs.  So  fared  it  with  the  King  of 
Denmark,  who  was  accepted  of  by  both  parties  as  um¬ 
pire  of  the  quarrel,  and  had  fent  his  ambafiador  to  Mun- 
fier,  where  he  treated  fo  fuccefsfully  with  the  Imperialifts, 
that  he  brought  them  to  terms  very  advantageous  to  the 
Swedes  ;  yet  the  firft  overtures  of  his  mediation  gave  io 
great  a  fuCpicion  to  that  nation,  that  wliile  the  Daniih 
ambafiador  was  aflually  concluding  a  peace  for  them, 
they  commence  a  war,  or  rather  tianflatc  it  from  tlis 
provinces  of  the  empire  to  Scania,  entering  that  count:  v 
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with  twelve  thoufand  men.  And,  to  Oiow  the  world 
they  were  in  earneft,  they  privately  treat  with  the  Hol¬ 
landers  to  affift  them  with  a  fleet  and  men,  which  was 
granted  them  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Martin 
Tyes. 

At  the  fame  time,  General  Torftenfon  entered  Hol- 
ftein,  where  he  advanced  with  admirable  fuccefs ;  took 
Kiel  by  furprife,  and  palling  forward,  poflefled  himfelf 
of  Jutland,  driving  King  Chriftian  into  a  corner  of  his 
dominions ;  for,  now  he  had  only  Zealand  and  Fionia 
left,  which  are  tw'O  iflands,  the  former whereof  commands 
the  paflage  into  the  Baltic  Sea. 

Here  the  King  of  Denmark  finds  himfelf  beiet  with 
difficulties  and  dangers  by  fea  and  land  ;  yet,  in  regard 
his  greateft  ftrength  lay  in  his  flilpping,  he  wholly  applies 
himfelf  to  rig  and  man  out  a  good  fleet.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  informs  his  allies  of  this  unjufl;  war,  and  made 
paffionate  complaints  to  the  emperor,  for  whofe  fake  all 
this  befcl  him,  imploring  his  friendfliip  and  aid  in  fo 
great  a  calamity.  The  emperor  fends  Galaflb  with 
forces,  who  entering  the  territories  of  Hamburgh  and 
Lubeck,  a  league  was  negotiated  between  the  em.peror 
and  the  Daniffi  King  ;  but  by  the  artifices  of  the 
French  and  Holland  ambafladors  at  Copenhagen,  the 
king  was  diiTuaded  from  making  an  alliance  with  the 
Houfe  of  Aullrla. 

Hovi'ever,  the  Dunkirkers  offered  King  Chriftian  to 
maintain  a  confiderable  fleet  in  the  Sound,  at  their  own 
charge,  which  he  feemed  to  accept  of. 

Ail  the  minifters  endeavour  to  play  their  own  game, 
and  abufe  the  goodnefs  of  the  unfortunate  king  ;  whilft. 
in  the  mean  time,  he  lofes  ground  in  Holftein,  General 
Torftenfon  having  taken  Chriftlanprys,  a  very  ftrong 
place. 
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What  will  be  the  iffiie  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  time  will 
manifeft  ;  but  were  not  lliis  king  niafter  of  an  extraordi- 
naiy  virtue,  lie  would  fink  under  fo  many  preffiires, ‘.be¬ 
ing  a  rttan  of  a  great  age.  But  God  fupports  whom 
he  pleafes. 

Paris,  20th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


III. — To  Cara  Haly,  ihe  Phyjician,  at  Conjlantlnoph. 

T  Hou  haft  feen  many  in  the  arms  of  death,  wreftling 
'.vith  the  grim  monarch  of  ftiadows,  who  by  the  privilege 
of  an  excellent  conftitution  have  difengaged  themfelves 
from  his  clutches,  and  flood  at  open  defiance  with  him 
for  fome  years  afterwards.  But  I  queftion  whether  thou 
haft  ever  known  any,  whom  that  conqueror  has  once  laid 
in  the  duft,  that  ever  recovered  again. 

In  a  village  about  half  a  league  from  this  city,  there 
tiled  a  man  (or  at  leaft  he  feemed  to  die),  about  a  week 
ago.  He  was  ftretched  forth  into  the  pofture  fitteft  for 
his  coffin,  by  the  hands  of  two  old  women.  His  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends  flocked  about  his  body,  to  pray  for 
his  foul,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Chriftians.  The  houfe 
was  filled  with  tears  and  fighs,  and  a  mournful  cloud  fat 
on  every  brow  :  He  lay  thus  for  the  fpace  of  thirty-five 
hours,  dead,  in  the  fuppofition  of  all  his  family  ;  when 
the  watchers,  who  fat  by,  were  fuddenly  aftonifhed  to 
hear_  him  fneeze  ;  They  ran  away  at  firft,  as  people 
affrighted  at  fome  ghaftly  vifion,  and  alarmed  the  whole 
neighbourhood  with  the  news.  Phyficlans  were  fent  for, 
who  caufing  him  to  be  laid  in  a  warm  bed,  and  ufing 
proper  applications,  he  recovered  his  fenfes,  and  by  de  • 
grees  his  fpeech.  They  are  in  hopes  to  reftore  him  to 
perfed  health  again.  He  relates  to  his  vifitants  many 
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flrange  things  that  he  has  feen  and  heard  during  the  five- 
and-thirty  hours  that  he  was  thought  to  be  dead.  He 
fays  he  has  been  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  has  feen 
all  the  orders  of  angels  ;  that  he  was  commanded  to  re¬ 
turn  back  again  to  his  body,  to  warn  men  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  day  of  judgment.  He  preaches  repentance 
and  good  works  to  all  that  come  near  him.  Hence  it  is 
that  the  devouter  fort  of  people  refort  to  his  houfe  in  pil¬ 
grimage,  efteeming  him  a  faint.  They  fay  he  has  anti¬ 
cipated  the  general  refurreftion,  to  give  a  frelh  proof  of 
it  to  this  unbelieving  age,  and  to  evince  that  it  wnll  come 
to  pafs  before  he  (hall  quit  his  body.  He  prophefies  the 
cenverfion  of  the  Jews  to  be  near  at  hand,  and  that  the 
mulTulmans  fnall  embrace  the  Chriftian  faith. 

Such  as  are  fond  of  novelties,  and  fupcrilitioufiy  in¬ 
clined,  believe  what  he  fays  to  be  as  true  as  the  Alco¬ 
ran  ;  but  the  learned  impute  it  all  to  the  fumes  of  me¬ 
lancholy,  to  which  he  was  always  naturally  prone.  For 
my  part,  who  believe  that  Mahomet,  the  melTenger  of 
God,  was  the  lail,  and  feal  of  all  the  prophets,  I  look 
for  none  after  him  ;  nor  am  I  credulous  of  every  one  who 
pretends  to  a  divine  commiffion  ;  yet,  when  I  am  in  com- 
j)3ny  with  fuch  as  are  this  man’s  admirers,  I  talk  as  they 
do,  and  feem  what  I  am  not,  that  I  may  the  better  ac¬ 
quit  myfelf  what  I  really  am  ;  befides,  it  is  not  prudence 
to  provoke  the  fury  of  bigots  by  oppofing  their  fenti- 
ments. 

They  relate  a  flory  of  a  man  who  died  in  this  city 
fome  hundreds  of  years  ago  ;  and  it  is  upon  record,  that 
this  perfon  during  his  lifetime  was  efteemed  a  very  holy 
man  ;  but  after  his  death,  while  they  were  performing  his 
funeral  obfequies,  and  carrjdng  the  body  round  the  church 
in  proceffion,  he  fuddenly  ftarted  up  from  the  bier  on 
which  he  was  carried,  pronouncing  thefe  words  with  a» 
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audible  voice,  “  I  am  arraigned  before  the  judgment-feat 
of  God.”  All  that  heard  him  fpeak  were  altonifhed  at 
fo  furprifing  an  ivent,  and  the  priefts,  who  fang  the 
hymn  of  reft  to  his  foul,  for  a  while  defilted.  But  agaia 
going  on  with  their  proceffion  and  hymns,  he  arpfe  the 
fecond  time,  and  faid  aloud,  “  I  am  tried  at  God’s  tri¬ 
bunal.”  This  put  another  ftop  to  the  folemnity,  till,  af¬ 
ter  fome  deliberations,  they  refolvcd  to  proceed  a  third 
time,  when  he  ftarted  up  again,  and  faid,  “  I  am  con-’ 
demned  by  the  juft  fentence  of  God.”  This  put  a  final 
Hop  to  the  funeral  ceremonies.  They  would  no  longer 
chaunt  a  reft  to  the  foul  of  him  whofe  dead  body  arofe, 
and  pronounced  him  damned  ;  neither  would  they  bury 
his  body  in  confecrated  ground  whofe  foul  they  knew 
was  lodged  in  hell  by  a  voice  from  the  dead.  There  is 
an  order  of  dervifes,  called  Carthufians,  who,  they  fay, 
are  a  ftanding  monurnent  of  the  truth  of  this  relation.; 
for  one  Bruno,  being  touched  with  compunftion  at  fo 
trem.endous  an  accident,  immediately  forfook  the  fociety 
of  men,  and  led  a  contemplative  life  in  exquifiie  filence, , 
abftinence,  falling  and  prayer,  enjoining  all  his  followers 
to  do  the  like,  who  arc  now  fpread  into  moft  parts  of 
Chriftendom,  having  magnificent  monafteries,  great  im¬ 
munities,  and  are  efteemed  the  ftridlsft  order  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  church.  They  are  ferved  in  the  markets  before  the. 
king  himfelf.  If  any  dervife  of  another  order  defines  to. 
come  into  this,  he  m.ay  ;  but  from  this  there  is  no  re¬ 
turn.  They  dig  a  part  of  their  own  grave  every  day, 
having  every  one  a  cell  and  a  garden  to  himfelf.  They 
convdrfe  with  one  another  but  once  a-week  ;  and  if  when, 
they  are  walking  into  the  cloifters  of  their  monaftery, 
they  happen  to  fpy  a  ftranger,  they  feud  away  into  their 
cells,  as  conies  into  their  holes  at  the  fight  of  a  dog. 
They  never  tafte  of  flefh,  and  are  obliged  to  pray  eight, 
.hours  out  of  the,  four-and-twenty.. 
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This  order  has  afforded  eminent  fcholars  and  Ifatef- 
men  ;  but  now  it  is  like  tq  have  men  of  another  charac¬ 
ter  for  its  profelytes  ;  for,  fince  the  refurreftion  of  this 
new  prophet  I  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter, 
the  rabble  are  all  turning  Carthufians, 

Thou  who  art  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  eeftafies  and 
trance#,  wilt  know  what  to  judge  of  this  man’s  raptures. 
The  great  Cardan  could  fall  into  them  when  he  pleafed ; 
and  I  have  heard  of  a  learned  Mahometan  dervife  in  the 
Indies  that  had  the  art  of  withdrawing  his  foul  from  the 
body,  at  which  times  he  beheld  divine  and  celeflial  things, 
not  by  way  of  contemplation,  but  real  intuition.  We 
mull  acknowledge  thefe  to  be  the  favourites  of  Heaven, 
friends  of  Nature,  and  privy  to  the  fecrets  of  both  worlds. 

I  delire  thee  to  write  me  fome  news  of  my  friends,  for 
I  can  hear  nothing  from  them,  which  makes  me  think 
myfelf  among  the  dead,  and  quite  forgotten.  If  thou 
ftiU  retainell  thy  wonted  cheerfulnefs,  thou  art  happy. 
Sadnefs  is  the  bane  of  the  foul,  from  which  I  pray  Hea. 
ven  preferve  both  thee  and  me. 

Paris,  26th  of  the  ift  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


lY.^To  Wi  LLiAM  VosPEL,  «  Chrijliati  Rechlje  of  Au” 

fria^ 

i  AM  a  Chriftian  as  well  as  thou,  and  yet  I  cannot  find 
a  rcafon  to  live  after  thy  manner  ;  not  that  I  reprehend 
thy  choice,  but  I  confult  my  own  happinefs.  I  could 
willingly  embrace  a  monallio  life,  were  it  not  for  the  vow 
of  obedience.  Thofe  of  chaftity  and  poverty  are  not  fo 
frightful ;  but  to  be  abfolutely  refigned  to  the  will  of  a 
fuperior  (who  may  be  a  thoufand  times  more  vicious  than 
k  far  more  iikfome  than  to  be  a  Have  in  Tur» 
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kev.  There  a  man  may  pave  himfelf  a  way  to  many  en¬ 
joyments  in  the  midft  of  captivity,  and  fweeten  his  vvorft 
condition  with  the  hopes  of  freedom  one  time  or  other  ; 
but  here  I  muft  be  condemned  to  an  everlafting  fervitudc, 
and  fuch  an  one  as  renders  it  a  crime  fo  much  as  to  think 
of  pleafure,  or  dream  of  a  releafe.  I  muft  be  ever  con¬ 
fined  to  obey  one  that  perhaps  is  not  mafter  of  himfelf, 
to  humour  all  his  caprices,  to  give  the  lie  to  that  fenfe 
and  reafon  with  which  God  and  Nature  have  endued  me, 
to  make  black  and  white,  good  and  evil,  reciprocal  terms, 
though  every  one  knows  they  are  perfect  contradiftions : 
In  fine,  I  muft  refolve  in  all  things  (not  excepting  my 
very  thoughts)  to  be  conduced  by  him,  who,  for  ought 
I  know,  follows  no  other  guide  but  his  own  irregular 

paifions.  What  will  then  become  of  me  after  fuch  an 

linreafonable  forfeiture  of  my  native  liberty  ?  I  will  tell 
thee  in  one  word :  From  a  rational  creature,  I  fhall  be 
changed  to  a  brute  ;  from  a  pian  to  a  fot  ;  and,  having 

now  fome  fparks  of  virtue,  I  fhall  then  be  made  the  ren¬ 

dezvous  of  all  vice. 

Think  not  that  I  go  about  to  make  thee  hate  the  man¬ 
ner  of  life  thou  haft  chofen.  Though  I  efteem  thee  mi- 
ferablc,  do  not  judge  fo  of  thyfelf.  Thou  mayeft  find  a 
great  deal  of  pleafure  in  that  reftraint,  which  to  me 
would  be  the  moft  infupportable  calamity  in  the  world  ; 
and  it  may  be  as  eafy  for  thee  to  fubmit  to  the  will  of 
another,  as  it  is  hard  for  me  to  comply  with  my  own.  I 
am  of  fo  wavering  a  conftitution,  that  I  cannot  without 
great  difficulty  pleafe  myfelf ;  much  lefs  could  I  be  able 
to  humour  the  extravagancies  of  a  foul  different  from 
mine.  I  have  obferved,  that  fliould  I  follow  the  motions 
of  my  own  proper  inclination  at  all  times,  I  fhould  do 
many  things  whereof  I  might  afterwards  repent.  Why 
may  not  the  cafe  be  the  fame,  or  worfe,  if  I  blindly  obey 
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the  will  of  a  flranger  ?  Am  I  fure  that  he  is  a  good  man  ? 
or,  if  he  be  fo  to-day,  how  do  I  know  but  that  he  may 
be  otherwife  to-morrow  ?  Nay,  what  fecurity  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  me,  that  if  he  be  a  faint  this  hour,  he  will  not  be  a 
devil  the  next  ?  fince  the  temper  of  a  man  varies  as  often, 
and  fulfers  as  many  altemtions,  as  the  elements  do,  out 
of  which  he  is  compounded.  Where  then  can  be  the 
reafon  of  giving  myfelf  wholly  up  to  any  man’s  difpolal 
all  my  lifetime  ?  Is  it  not  fuSicient  to  obey  the  fovereign 
prelate  who  commands  the  whole  church,  yet  impofes  not 
the  didtates  of  his  own  w  ill  as  a  law',  but  governs  all 
Chriftians  according  to  the  ancient  traditions,  frated  ca¬ 
nons,  and  decrees  of  the  apcftles,  fathers  and  councils  ? 
whereas  thofe  who  prefide  over  the  convents  of  the  reli¬ 
gious,  m.any  times  rule  arbitrarily,  commanding  their  fub- 
jefts  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  very  fundamental  rules  of  Chriftianlty,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  nature.  The  m.ore  I  think  on  it,  the 
greater  is  my  averfion  for  this  private  blind  obedience. 

Thou  wilt  fay,  that  a  regular  life  is  the  way  to  per- 
fedion  ;  I  grant  it :  But  cannot  a  man  lead  a  regular  life 
unlefs  he  be  immured  in  a  convent^  or  be  perfed,  if  his 
mind  be  not  fquared  to  the  retirements  of  a  cloifter  ?  I 
will  tell  thee  my  fentiments  freely,  and  without  a  malk. 
The  nature  of  every  thing  is  its  perfedfion  ;  there  are 
perfed  linners  as  well  as  perfed  faints.  Thus  we  fay, 
fuch  an  one  is  a  perfed  drunkard,  fornicator,  cheat,  ty¬ 
rant,  or  the  like.  I  alk  thee.  Whether  this  fort  of  per- 
fedion  may  not  be  (I  wifh  I  could  fay,  is  not  too  often 
aduaUy)  found  w'ithin  the  w'alls  of  a  religious  houfe  ?  On 
the  other  hand,  dolt  thou  think  it  impofllble  to  find  the 
perfedion  of  virtue  in  the  mixed  life  of  the  world  ?  Be 
not  a  cynic,  nor  condemn  things  w'hereof  thou  hail  made 
no  experiment.  Remember  how  many  kings  and  queens, 
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princes  and  nobles,  have  been  canonized  for  faints,  who, 
in  the  rnidft  of  fo  many  fplendours,  kept  their  eyes  nn- 
dazzled  ;  whofs  ears  never  let  in  the  blandiihments  of 
flatterers,  nor  the  malicious  whifpcrs  of  the  envious  j 
whofe  hands  were  never  polluted  with  innocent  blood, 
nor  their  thirfl;  quenched  with  the  tears  of  widows  and 
orphans  ;  but  in  all  "things  they  conferved  an  inviolate 
purity,  modefty,  and  integrity  of  manners.-  Thefe  per- 
fons  were  perfefl  in  the  rnidft  of  imperfeftions,  and  re- 
gular  in  the  height  of  human  diforders  ;  faints  upon  earth, 
and  angels  among  men. 

Affuredly  it  is  not  impoffible  for  a  man  (let  his  condi¬ 
tion  be  what  it  will,  public  or  private,  fervile  or  free), 
to  conduct  himfelf  evenly,  and  by  a  rale,  through  all  the 
meanders  and  mazes  of  human  life.  I  muft  confefs  this 
is  very  difficult,  and  all  men  have  not  that  divine  art. 
Few  can  walk  on  pinnacles,  and  not  make  falfe  fteps  ; 
fuch  is  our  life,  and  happy  is  he  that  makes  the  feweft : 
Yet  there  is  a  dexterity,  vvich  which  wliofoever  is  ac^• 
quainted,  need  not  go  to  a  monaftery  to  inquire  the  way 
to  blifs. 

Thou  wilt  perhaps- accufe  me  of  too  much  bluntnefs 
and  lU  manners,  in  thus  declaiming  againft  that  kind  of 
life  which  thou  haft  entered  into  ;  but  pardon  the  free¬ 
dom  I  take  with  my  friend,  and  reft  fatisfied,  that  though 
I  affedl  not  a  reclufe  life  myfelf,  yet  I  honour  thofe,  who, 
having  once  engaged  themfelves  therein,  perfevere  with 
conftancy,  from  which  I  fliall  never  perfuade  thee  or  any 
man  to  depart. 

Paris,  ill  of  the  jd  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 
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V. — To  Mustapha,  Berber  Aga. 

A  FRENCH  merchant,  lately  come  from  Ifpahan,  brings 
intelligence,  that  the  chan  of  the  Ulbeck  Tartars  is  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  city’^,  to  crave  aid  of  the  prefent  Soph!  of 
Perfia  againfl  his  rebellious  children,  who  have  depofed 
him,  and  bereaved  him  of  one  of  his  eyes.  The  fophi 
has  given  him  a  royal  reception,  going  himfelf  in  perfotr 
above  a  league  out  of  the  city  to  meet  him,  accompanied 
with  all  his  nobles.  This  gentleman  came  away  before 
the  Tartarian  prince  had  fucceeded  in  his  defign  ;  but  it 
was  generally  fuppofed  that  Cha  Abbas  would  affift  him 
with  a  confiderable  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  as  alfo  wdth. 
money  to  carry  on  the  war. . 

This  king  is  not  thirteen  years  of  age,  yet  takes  upon 
himfelf  the*  management  of  public  affairs.  He  is  addicf* 
ed  to  drinking  of  wine,  a  great  lover  of  mufic  and  wo¬ 
men,  of  a  noble -inclination,  yet  fomewhat  too  paffionate. 
He  commanded  the  belly  of -one  of  his  pages  to  be  rip¬ 
ped  up  for  breaking  a  cryilal  bafon  which  he  much  ad¬ 
mired  ;  yet  afterwards,  repenting  of  what  he  had  done, 
he  caufed  him  to  be  honourably  buried,  and  a  {lately; 
tomb  to  be  eredled  over  him  ;  he  alfo  inquiied  out  fuch. 
of  his  kindred  as  were  living,  to  whom  he  gave  large  pen- 
fions. 

There  has  been  little  of  adlion  in  thefe  parts  fince  the 
fignal  defeat  that  was  given  to  the  French  by  the  forces 
of  John  de  Wert  and-  General  Mercy.  Four  French.- 
marefchals  were  taken  prifoners,  with  all  the  chief  offi- 
cers,  fix  thoufand  foldlers,  beGdes  their,  ammunition  and. 
baggage. 

In  this  adlion,  it  is  faid  the-  SpanKh  horfe  behaved, 
themfelves  very  bravely,  fpurred  on  with  an  ambition  to 
recover  the  glory  they  feemed  to  have  loft  in  fo  many 
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battles.  They  rafhed  into  the  French  quarters  with  a 
fury  which  foon  put  them  into  dilorder,  and  afterwards 
difpofcd  them  to  quit  the  field. 

Before  this  battle  began,  it  is  faid  there  were  feen  two 
armies  of  birds  fighting  in  the  air,  which  engaged  fo  fu- 
rioufly,  that  the  ground  was  covered  with  their  dead  bo¬ 
dies  ;  and  that  morning,  when  one  of  the  French  mare- 
fchals  was  going  out  of  his  tent  with  a  piflol  in  his  hand, 
in  order  to  try  it,  the  barrel  fplit,  and  tore  his  hand  in 
pieces,  'l^hefe  are  now  looked  upon,  as  prodigies  and 
ominous  figns  of  tire  lofs  they  afterwards  fiillained  ;  but, 
had  the  vidlory  been  on  their  fide,  nobody  would  have 
taken  notice  of  them. 

The  God  that  gives  vlftory  when  and  to  whom  he 
pleafes,  grant,  that  the  Ottoman,  arms  may  be  ever  fuc- 
cefsful  againft  the  infidels. 

Paris,  25. h  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


VI. — ‘To  the  VisiER  Azem,  at  the  Porte, 

T  Hou  that  art  the  principal  ftipport  of  the  Ottomaa 
empire,  under  the  Grand  Signior,  oughteft  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  of  all  things  which  may  cither  thi eaten  damage,  or 
promife  affiftance,  to  the  throne  which  refts  on  thy 
fhoulders. 

I  pafs  away  fome  of  my  time  among  feamen,  cfpeclal- 
)y  fuch  as  fail  in  the  Levant ;  their  very  breath  is  a  re¬ 
lief  when  I  am.  chamber-fick,  or  ftifled  with  the  clofe  va¬ 
pours  of  Paris.  I  fancy  their  lungs  tranfport  hither  the 
breezes  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  more  wholefome 
airs  of  Afia.  I  talk  fo  familiarly  with  them  in  their  ma¬ 
rine  dialed!,  that  they  fcruple  not  to  take  me  for  a  tar¬ 
paulin,  and,  therefore,  entertaiame  without  referve  as 
one  of  their  crew. 
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This  very  evening,  I  was  with  feme  of  thefe  retainers 
to  Neptune.  Among  the  reft  of  the  difeourfe  I  had 
with  them,  we  touched  upon  the  Dardanelles  which 
guard  the  Hellefpont.  They  taxed  the  Chriftian  princes 
with  cowardice,-  or  unpardonable  negligence,  that  they 
have  never  attempted  to  force  their  paffage  through  that 
channel  into  the  Propontis,  and  block  up  the  imperial 
city  by  fea,  and  fet  it  on  fire,  efpecially  the  royal  fera- 
glio,  from  whence  are  iftued  out  the  decrees  of  life  and 
death  to  the  whole  earth. 

I  told  them,  they  were  raiftaken  in  the  ftrength  of 
thofe  caftles  which  command  that  important  avenue,  and 
that  no  ftiips  ever  durft  venture  within  their  reach  with¬ 
out  leave  ;  when  one  of  them  ftarted  up,  and  made  this 
anfwer  :  “  Sir,  we  have  veffels  impenetrable  as  rocks, 
which  dare  come  to  an  anchor  under  the  very  walls  of  thofe 
fuperannuated  forts,  and  defy  all  the  Turkifti  artillery 
to  remove  us  thence.  We  only  want  a  commiffion  from 
our  king  to  try  the  experimemt.” 

I  tell  thee,  fupreme  minifter,  I  found  too  much  reafon 
in  his  anfwer  to  make  room  for  a  reply  ;  wherefore, 
dlflembling  for  a  while  the  agony  I  was  in  for  the  w^el- 
fare  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  I  took  my  leave  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  immediately  fet  pen  to  paper,  to  let  thee  know 
what  is  in  the  hearts  of  thefe  infidels. 

I  am  not  verfed  in  the  art  and  method  of  fortification ; 
yet  pardon  an  error  of  loyalty  and  zeal,  if  I  commit  it, 
in  propofing  to  thee  the  neceffity  of  ereflirig  platforms 
all  along  the  oppofite  {bores  of  the  Hellefpont,  to  ftrike 
terror,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  attempting  that, 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  not  fail  of  fuccefs. 

Thou  that  art  all  wifdom,  wilt  know  how  to  make  a 
right  ufe  of  this  hint  from  the  faithful  Mahmut,  who 
never  thinks  himfelf  happy,  but  when  be  does  fome  ac- 
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ceptable  fervlce  to  the  invincible  fovereign  of  the  fea  and 
land. 

Paris,  r4th  of  the  3d  Moon,  of  the  year  1644. 


VIL — To  OucouMiCKE,  hh  Mother,  at  Grand  Cairo, 

Th  ou  mayeft  better  imagine  than  I  can  exprefs  the 
mighty  joy  I  felt,  when  I  f.rft  opened  thy  letter,  and 
read  the  name  of  her  that  conceived  me,  written  by  her 
own  hand,  whereby  I  am  afTiired  that  thou  ait  yet  alive, 
and  in  health.  Believe  me,  it  came  in  a  feafonable 
time,  to  refcue  me  out  of  a  dif.nal  melancholy  which 
liad  lelzed  my  fpirits.  Surely  Fate  diredled  thy  pen,  and 
Providence  timed  the  arrival  of  the  veffel,  which  brought 
me  this  happy  news  from  Afric,  in  the  faddeft  hour 
of  all  my  life.  Juft  as  the  meffenger  knocked  at  my 
chamber-door,  where  I  fat  oyerwhelmed  with  doleful 
thoughts,  the  whole  world/eemed  to  me  a  vaft  wilder- 
nefs  or  defart,  inhabited  only  by  beafts  of  prey,  where 
the  great  and  ftrong  devour  thofe  wliofe  wcaknefs  cannot 
arm  them  in  their  own  defence  ;  a  mere  ftage  of  trage¬ 
dies,  the  (hambles  of  cruel  butcheries  and  murders.  In 
this  figure  did  my  troubled  imagination  reprefent  the 
earth,  with  all  the  race  of  Adam  dwelling  upon  it.  If  I 
could  propofe  to  myfclf  fuch  a  thing  as  a  friend  in  the 
world,  I  know  not  how  long  it  would  be,  before  tliat 
very  perfon,  whom  I  had  greateft  reafon  to  efteem  as 
fuch,  might  prove  my  mortal  enem.y  5 — of  fo  brittle  a 
compofition  is  the  fidelity  of  man  !  I  looked  upon  my 
life  not  as  my  own,  but  altogether  lent  me  ;  I  efteemed 
not  only  men,  but  beafts,  and  the  very  inanimate 
things,  my  creditors,  for  the  permiffion  I  had  to  breathe. 
I  thought  myfelf  highly  indebted  to  the  fire,  that  it  did 
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not  burn  me  to  death  in  my  fleep,  and  no  lefs  to  the 
winds,  that  they  did  not  blow  the  houfe  down  where  I 
lodge,  and  bury  me  in  its  ruins  ;  for  where  would  be  the 
injullice,  if  any  of  thofe  elements,  which  are  the  ingre¬ 
dients  of  my  life,  fhould  become  the  inftruments  of  my 
death  ?  I  confidcred,  that  as  I  neither  made  myfelf,  nor 
knew  how  I  came  to  be  what  I  am,  fa  I  was  ignorant 
when  and  by  what  means  I  fhould  ceafe  to  be.  Perhaps 
I  might  be  ftruck  with  a  thunderbolt  from  heaven,  or 
fwallowed  up  by  fome  greedy  chafm  in  the  earth.  A 
tile  from  a  houfe  might  put  a  flop  to  the  motions  of  this 
machine  of  fiefh,  or  a  fall  from  a  horfe  might  break  its 
maker- fprings.  My  prefent  ftation  I  looked  upon  as  pre¬ 
carious,  fmce  thofe  very  perfons  who  appointed  me  this 
employment  to  ferve  one  turn,  would  not  fcruple  to  take 
off  my  head  to  ferve  another. 

In  thefe  melancholy  thoughts  was  I  almoft  drowned, 
when  thy  letter  came,  and  ftruck  a  light  out  of  the  midft 
of  darknefs.  I  am  now  ready  to  die  with  excefs  of  joy, 
who  before  w'as  half  killed  with  extreme  fadnefs. 

But  tell  me,  my  dear  mother,  in  the  name  of  our  holy 
Prophet,  what  motive  induced  thee  to  quit  the  wholefome 
air  of  Greece,  for  the  noifome  and  peftilential  vapours  of 
Egypt  ?  Is  Cairo  a  more  eligible  feat  than  Conftantino- 
ple  ?  Or,  becaufe  thou  halt  loll  thy  iecond  hulband, 
wilt  thou  be  wedded  to  an  incurable  grief,  and  think  no 
mourning  fufficient,  unlefs  thou  go  in  pilgrimage  to  his 
'very  grave,  there  to  d'jTolve  in  tears,  and  mingle  thyfelf 
with  his  alhes  ?  He  died  in  Cairo,  and  is  there  Interred  ; 
and  thou  mlghtek  have  lived  in  Scio,  or  any  part  of 
Greece,  without  biemiflilng  thy  widowhood.  People 
will  fay,  thou  aimefl;  at  the  fortune  of  the  Ephefian  wi¬ 
dow,  who  found  a  living  hulband  in  the  fepulchre  of  her 
dead  one  ;  but  I,  who  know  thy  virtue,  have  other. 
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thoughts  of  thee  ;  yet  I  cannot  approve  thy  thus  becom¬ 
ing  tenant  to  a  charnel-houfe  ;  Therefore,  the  heft  ad¬ 
vice  I  can  give  thee  is,  to  return  to  the  imperial  city  a- 
gain,  to  the  company  of  thy  friends  and  acquaintance  ; 
or,  at  leaft,  to  return  to  thyfelf,  and  be  not  tranfported 
with  an  extravagant  forrovv  for  one  whom  thou  (halt  ne¬ 
ver  fee  again.  Tears  cannot  recover  the  dead,  nor  can 
thy  warmeft  fighs  infpire  him  with  breath.  He  is  di¬ 
vorced  from  thee  by  an  in'evocable  law ;  and  whilft  thou 
art  in  vain  lamenting  for  him  on  earth,  he  may  be  cele¬ 
brating  new  and  joyful  nuptials  in  heaven,  being  cfpouf- 
ed  to  fonie  of  the  beautiful  daughters  of  paradife.  Be 
perfuaded  then,  that  he  has  quite  forgot  thee,  having  en¬ 
gaged  himfelf  in  frelh  amours  above ;  that  he  is  in  the 
arms  of  fome  furpaffing  beauty  of  Eden,  and  that  thou 
haft  no  more  intereft  in  him.  Let  this  confidcration  af- 
fuage  thy  grief,  cure  thy  fondnefs,  and  make  thee  begin 
to  think  of  another  hufband.  Thofe  who  make  their 
firft  vifits  to  the  French  widows,  after  the  ufaal  form¬ 
alities  of  condolence  are  over,  take  the  liberty  to  tell 
them,  “  That  they  muft  live  by  the  living,  and  not  by' 
the  dead.”  This  comfortable  proverb  is  often  ufed, 
even  before  the  funeral  folemnitiea  are  fmilhed ;  and  thou 
haft  now  paffed  away  above  two  years  ftnee  thy  huf- 
band’s  death  in  fruitlefs  mourning.  It  is  time  to  confult 
thy  future  happinefs,  and,  abandoning  thy  commerce 
with  the  dead,  to  become  fociable  with  the  living. 

The  Great  Creator,  who  is  God  of  the  Living  and 
not  of  the  Dead,  infpire  thee  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
may  beft  comply  with  the  ends  for  vvhich  he  made  thee, 
and  replenifh  thy  latter  clays  with  double  the  bleffings  of 
the  former. 

Paris,  22d  of  the  4'.h  Moon,  of  the  year  16^4. 


Book  III.  A  SPY  AT  PARIS.  1 89 

VIIT. — To  Muslu  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

It  is  no  fmail  latisfaftion  to  me,  that  fince  tiie  death  of 
Cardinal  Richlieu,  I  have  ftarted  no  reafons  to  appre¬ 
hend  any  deligns  in  this  court  againft  the  empire  of  the 
true  believers.  The  French  grandees  have  pafl'ed  away 
a  whole  year,  without  giving  much  trouble  or  alarm  to 
the  reft  of  the  world.  Every  one  minds  his  own  affairs, 
and  all  pufli  forward  to  get  neareft  the  queen-regent. 
The  mifunderftanding  between  her  and  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  increafes  daily,  and  this  divides  the  court  and  city 
into  two  fadlions.  Cardinal  Mazarini  feems  to  be  the 
man  deftined  to  balance  the  authority  of  both  parties. 
He  fpins  bis  fortune  with  as  fine  a  thread  as  his  prede- 
ceffor,  being  fenfible,  that  though  the  court  love  him 
not,  yet  they  cannot  fubfift  without  him.  He  inherits 
the  memoirs  and  inftru£lions  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  and 
his  fpirit  too,  as  well  as  his  mlniftry,  being  a  man  of  an 
invincible  courage  and  exqulfite  forecaft.  The  greateft 
enemy  he  has,  is  a  lady  of  the  court  (for  I  will  not  com¬ 
pare  the  malice  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  to  that  of  a 
woman)  ;  they  call  her  Madam  de  Chevereux,  a  perfon 
of  a  keen  wit  and  good  judgment,  a  profeffed  enemy  to 
all  that  had  any  dependence  on  Cardinal  Richlieu;  and  I 
could  never  learn  any  other  ground  of  her  hatred  to  Ma¬ 
zarini;  but  his  being  the  creature  of  that  minUler. 

The  late  king  had  conceived  an  irreconcileable  averflon 
for  this  lady,  fufpeifting  her  to  be  Inftrumental  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  private  correfpondence  between  his  wife  (the 
now  queen-regent)  and  the  Spaniards.  To  avoid  the 
confequences  of  his  anger,  fire  fled  into  Spain,  but  is 
lately  returned  to  this  court.  It  is  faid,  the  queen  re¬ 
ceived  her  with  all  the  outward  marks  of  affedion  at 
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firft,  but  fuddenly  grew  cold  and  eftranged,  when  Ihe 
began  to  attempt  againft  Cardinal  Mazarini.  This  made 
the  lady  unite  her  intereft  with  that  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  who  very  well  matches  her  in  the  imperiouf- 
nefs  of  his  temper,  and  his  hatred  of  the  cardinal.  They 
both  agree  in  their  endeavours  to  ruin  him,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  female  perfecution  to  be  the  molt  dangerous. 
The  Duke  has  made  too  great  a  noife  to  do  any  confider* 
able  execution  on  a  man,  who  lias  the  wit  to  conceal  his 
refentments,  and  ftrike  before  he  is  perceived.  In  a 
word,  the  duke  finds  himfelf  in  a  prifon,  while  the  car¬ 
dinal  is  every  day  more  and  more  eftabliflied  in  the 
queen’s  favour. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  infinuate  mvfelf  into  all  men’s 
company,  from  whom  I  can  hope  for  any  intelligence  : 
Amongft  the  reft,  I  have  obfers-ed  a  courtier,  who  often 
goes  between  the  grandees,  and  feems  to  be  entrufted 
with  great  fecrets  ;  he  is  very  fparing  of  words,  and 
makes  his  (Iroulders  do  the  office  of  his  tongue.  I  have 
fometimes  entered  into  a  difcourfe  with  him  about  the 
queen,  the  cardinal  and  others ;  but  all  his  anfwers  are 
comprifed  in  Italian  rhetoric,  a  flirug  and  a  grimace. 
This  filent  language  fpeaks  very  efficacioufly  to  me,  and 
I  efteem  him  worthy  to  be  courted,  who  knows  fo  well 
how  to  bridle  his  tongue.  I  ply  this  politician  every 
day  with  addreffes,  and  tell  him  a  great  deal  of  feigned 
news,  that  I  may  tempt  him  to  utter  fome  that  is  true. 
He  is  a  great  privado  of  Madam  de  Chevereux,  often 
waits  on  the  queen,  fometimes  vifits  the  cardinal,  and  is 
ever)'  day  converfant  with  one  or  other  of  the  nobles. 
If  I  can  win  this  man,  I  hope  to  penetrate  farther  into 
the  myfteries  of  the  court. 

The  God,  from  whom  nothing  is  hid,  fo  difpofe  of  all 
human  events,  that  the  euipire  of  the  muffulmans  may  be 
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eftablifhed,  notwithftanding  the  cabals  and  plots  of  the 
infidels. 

Paris,  16th  of  the  5th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1544. 


IX. — To  SiGNioR.  Lorenzo  del’  Casa  Bianca,  a 
Genoufe  at  Marjetlks. 

T Hou  fended  me  ftrange  and  furprlfing  news,  that  the 
Malta  galleys  have  taken  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Grand 
Signior,  and  heir  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  captive  at  fea, 
as  he  was  failing  to  Egypt. 

I  tell  thee,  if  fuch  a  thing  were  true,  the  Grand  Signi¬ 
or  would  not  fail  to  fend  fuch  a  force  as  fhould  dig  up  the 
very  foundations  of  that  ifland,  and  cafl  it  into  the  fea. 

But  I  can  refolve  thee,  that  there  is  nothing  more  of 
truth  in  this  ftory,  faving,  that  about  ten  veffels  of  the 
Grand  '  Signior’s,  bound  for  Alexandria,  on  board  of 
one  of  which  was  Sultan  Mahomet’s  nurfe  with  her  fon, 
much  about  the  age  of  Sultan  Mahomet,  were  taken  by 
fix  galleys  of  Malta,  whereby  the  Maltefes  were  enriched 
with  a  great  treafure  of  filver,  gold,  and  jewels,  befides 
flaves. 

This  intelligence  I  have  received  from  my  correfpond- 
ents  at  Conftantinople,  men  that  are  no  llrangers  to  the 
feraglio,  but  fuch  as  have  the  ear  of  the  Prime  Vifier. 

They  fay,  indeed,  the  Grand  Signior  took  a  particular 
fancy  to  this  nurfe’s  child,  often  played  with  it,  and 
feemed  to  carefs  it  with  more  complacency  than  his  own 
fon  Sultan  Mahomet,  which  gave  fo  great  a  difguft  to 
the  fultanefs  the  mother  of  Mahomet,  that  (lie  procured 
the  banifhment  of  th^  nurfe  and  her  child,  who,  in  their 
voyage  to  Alexandria,  were  taken  captives  by  the  Mal- 
tefe  gallies,  as  has  been  faid  ;  and  this  is  the  ground  of 
the  report. 
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However,  Siiltan  Ibrahiin  Is  10  exafperated  agaiiul;  the 
Malteles  for  this  depredation,  that  he  has  fworn  by  God 
and  Mahomet,  never  to  flieatli  his  fvvord  till  he  has  re¬ 
venged  the  injury,  by  laying  wade  the  iiland,  putting 
the  knights  to  death,  and  leading  the  inhabitants  into 
captivity. 

He  has  vented  his  rage  already  on  the  Captain  BalTa, 
caufing  him  to  be  llrangled  for  not  guarding  the  fea  bet¬ 
ter  ;  and,  it  is  faid,  he  threatens  a  war  with  Venice  on  the 
fame  account,  becaufe  the  Maltefe  galleys,  after  this  pi¬ 
racy,  put  afltorc  in  Candia,  where  they  recruited  their 
veffels  with  all  neceffary  provilions. 

I  expedfed  the  filks  laft  week  which  I  wrote  for,  and 
the  oil  of  Calabria.  Send  them  by.  the  firft  opportunity. 

Paris,  28th  of  the  jth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


X. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

A  LL  Europe  rings  with  the  report  of  the  fukan’s  fon 
being  taken  captive  by  the  Maltefe  galleys.  No  doubt 
but  thou  had  heard  fuch  a  difeourfe  among  the  Franks 
at  Condantinople,  and  thou  knowed  the  Intrigues  of  the 
fcraglio.  It  is  pleafant,  that  the  Kuzlir  Aga’s  flave 
Ihould  have  no  father  for  her  child  ;  that  he  himfclf 
Ihould  adopt  it  for  his  own  ;  that  the  mother  of  it  Ihould 
be  preferred  to  be  nurfe  to  Sultan  Mahomet ;  that  Sul¬ 
tan  Ibrahim  (hould  fingle  out  this  fatherlefs  fon  of  an 
eunuch,  to  fport  with  him,  take  him  in  his  arms,  and 
treat  him  with  all  the  endearments  that  are  naturally  Allow¬ 
ed  by  parents  to  their  own  children. 

The  French  ladies  laugh  at  this  dorj',  and  fay,  that 
the  feraglio  begins  to  grow  more  civilized,  and  to  ex¬ 
change  the  feverity  of  Condantinople  for  the  gallantries 
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of  Paris.  But  let  them  laugh  that  win  ;  the  Maltefes 
have  mofl;  reafon  to  carefs  themfelvcs  for  their  good  for¬ 
tune  in  fuch  a  prize. 

They  fay,  the  grand  prior  treats  his  young  captive 
with  a  moft  profound  attach  and  veneration,  imagining 
he  has  in  cuftody  the  heir  of  the  Ottoman  empire ;  for 
they  know  not  the  true  fecret,  but  are  pofleffed  with  a 
real  belief,  that  young  Sultan  Mahomet  is  in  their  hands. 

Let  what  I  have  faid  be  as  the  words  of  thy  nurfe, 
when  (he  prated  a  thoufand  impertinencies  to  thee  within 
a  month  of  thy  nativity.  In  fine,  be  trufty  to  thy  friend. 

Paris,  loth  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XL — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire, 

It  is  not  unknown  at  the  divan,  how  the  princes  of 
Italy  have  worried  one  another  thefe  two  years.  I  dif- 
patched  long  ago  fome  memoirs  of  the  feuds  between  the 
Barbarinis  and  the  Duke  of  Parma.  The  pope  upholds 
the  former,  making  the  quarrel  his  own,  in  defence  of 
the  ecclefiaftic  (late  ;  The  Venetians,  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufeany,  the  Duke  of  Modena,  with  the  French 
King,  intereft  tkemfelves  in  the  caufe  of  the  latter.  He 
is  a  prince  of  an  aftive  fpirit,  and  darts  up  and  down 
like  lightening  through  the  pope's  territories.  If  he  has 
loft  Caftro,  Montalto,  and  other  places  of  ftrength  in 
this  war,  it  is  but  by  way  of  exchange  ;  having  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  as  confiderable  holds  belonging  to  his  enemies. 
Yet,  the  Barbarinis,  (heltcring  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  Pope  Urban,  feem  to  triumph,  and  promife 
themfelves  an  entire  vidlory,  ufing  the  artifices  of  fuper- 
(lition  to  weaken  the  duke’s  credit ;  and  becaufe  fome 
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of  his  vefiels,  which  carried  above -a  thoufaiij  foLdierc, 
were  call  away,  they  would  perfuade  the  credulous  world, 
that  Heaven  figlits  againll  him.  They  likewife  had  de- 
figned  to  build  a  fort  and  a  bridge  over  the  river  Po,  to 
open  a  way  to  themfclves  into  the  confederates  country, 
and  to  Ihut  it  up  to  all  invaders  of  their  own  ;  but  were 
•prevented  by  the  Venetians,  who  fent  ten  thoufand  men 
to  ftop  the  building  of  the  bridge,  or  to  demolifli  it,  if 
built. 

In  the  .mean  while  the  confederates,  though  they  feem- 
cd  to  efpoufe  the  duke’s  quarrel,  yet  trlRed  with  him, 
protrafting  their  affiftance,  and  difputing  about  punc¬ 
tilios  ;  every  one  reftraiuing  the  conditions  of  their  friend- 
(liip,  within  the  limits  that  w'ould  bed  fquare  with  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  own  date.  They  had  all  armies  on  foot, 
but  could  not  agree  Iktvv  to  difpofe  of  them.  The  Ve¬ 
netians  demanded  fuch  a  pod  as  might  be  mod  advan  • 
tageous  to  that  republic  ;  the  Duke  of  Tufeany  would 
have  the  main  body  of  their  forces  fo  quartered,  as  to 
cover  his  dominions.  Thus  each  party  purfued  their 
own  claim,  w’hile  their  enemies  gained  time,  and  put 
themfelves  in  a  podure,  either  to  march  into  the  terri- 
tories  of  the  confederates,  or  defend  the  ecclefiadic 
date. 

Certainly,  it  is  fatal  to  the  Chridians  to  be  thus  di¬ 
vided  among  themfelves,  even  when  they  have  greated 
caufe  of  union.  Yet  the  Duke  of  Parma,  tire  very  foul 
of  this  confederacy,  breaks  through  all  their  demurs  and 
hefitations,  impatient  of  fruitlefs  delays  ;  rufbes  into  Fer¬ 
rara,  takes  Eondeno,  abandoned  by  the  garrifon  ;  after 
that  La  Stellata,  a  place  of  greater  drength  ;  but  pro¬ 
ceeding  forward,  the  Barbarinis  encamped  not  far  from 
Ferrara,  the  better  to  ohferve  the  progrefs  of  the  con¬ 
federates,  and  fo  put  a  dop  to  the  motions  of  the  duke. 


Book  III. 


A  SPY  AT  PARfS. 


m 

He  and  his  friends  had  twenty  thoufand  men  in  the  field, 
to  which  the  Venetians,  not  long  after,  added  fix  thoufand 
more.  They  were  in  different  bodies,  and  as  they  quar¬ 
tered  themfelves,  fo  the  papal  forces  removed  their  camp. 
Several  Ikirmifnes  paffed  between  them,  but  no  great 
execution  done. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Venetians  were  not  Idle  by  fea, 
having  feveral  barks  and  galleys  full  of  armed  men  coaft- 
Ing  along  the  pope’s  territories.  They  took  live  forts 
on  the  fnore  ;  and  piercing  farther  into  the  country, 
made  themfelves  maders  of  Ariano,  a  great  town,  and 
lacked  Codegoro,  putting  all  to  the  fword,  and  laying 
the  place  in  afhes. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Barbarinis  feized  on  Spilimberto, 
Vignivola,  and  fome  other  weakly  guarded  towns  on  the 
frontiers  of  Modena,  and  killed  two  hundred  of  the  con¬ 
federates,  who  had  invefted  Crevalcuore.  Cardinal  An¬ 
tonio,  on  the  pope’s  fide,  has  the  management  of  the 
war  ;  a  man  of  an  afpiring  genius,  and  very  fubtle.  He, 
perceiving  the  Duke  of  Tufeany,  incenfed  at  the  late 
lofs,  had  taken  the  field  with  a  confiderable  army,  fends 
fix  thoufand  men  to  oppofe  him,  but  they  were  raw  and 
undilciplined  foldiers,  and  could  not  hinder  the  duke’s 
forces  from  feizing  an  Important  pafs,  and  reducing  the 
city  of  Pleve,  Monteleone,  Calliliano  del  Lag®,  and 
Palllniano. 

While  the  fons  of  war  were  thus  bulled  in  the  field, 
the  agents  of  peace  were  not  wanting  on  all  fides,  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  differences  that  threatened  all  Italy  wuth 
fatal  coni’equences  ;  but  they  did  no  more  than  amufe 
one  another  with  ambiguities,  fubterfuges  and  evafions  ; 
while  the  Barbarinis  fought  to  gain  time,  and  draw  the 
King  of  Spain  to  countenance  their  intereft.  The  Ve¬ 
netians,  fenfiblc  of  this  underhand  dealing,  protefted,  by 
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their  ambalTador  at  Madrid,  that  they  would  unite  with 
the  French  crown,  if  his  Catholic  Majefty  ftiould  by  in- 
direft  ways  ftrengthen  the  Barbarinis.  The  king,  appre- 
henfive  of  fuch  a  league,  forbears  to  meddle  in  an  affair 
which  might  be  fo  injurious  to  Spain,  and  gives  inftruc- 
tions  to  his  ambaffadors  at  Rome  and  other  courts  of 
Italy,  to  mediate  a  peace  which  might  be  advantageous 
to  the  confederates. 

The  treaties  however  came  to  nothing,  and  the  media¬ 
tors  finding  themfelvcs  eluded,  fufpended  their  negotia¬ 
tions,  and  gave  freflr  opportunity  to  the  men  of  arms  to 
play  their  parts.  Cardinal  Antonio  affaultcd  Nonantola 
with  four  thoufand  men,  but  was  defeated  by  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  who  flew  feveral  hundreds  of  his  foldiers,  and  took 
two  hundred  prifoners.  After  this  the  confederates  plun¬ 
dered  all  the  country  of  Ferrara,  and  took  Vergato, 
defended  by  eight  hundred  men.  In  the  furprifal  of 
Bazano,  they  killed  above  two  hundred  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  marching  forward,  took  Monteria,  Serravalle,  and 
other  places ;  while  Cardinal  Barbarini’s  forces  were  cut 
off  at  Burgho  St.  Sepolchro,  where  he  loft  eight  cannon, 
four  petards,  with  abundance  of  provifions. 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  talk,  to  recount  all  the  fklr- 
mlfhes  and  battles  that  have  paffed  between  them.  I 
only  Inform  thee  of  the  moft  remarkable,  that  thou  mayeft 
infert  them  in  the  regifter  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

To  conclude  this  letter,  it  will  be  worth  thy  obferva- 
tlon,  that  the  pope  falling  fick,  and  his  death  feared,  did 
much  conduce  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  differences ;  for 
the  Barbarinis  now  being  apprehenfive  of  the  advantage 
his  death  would  give  the  confedsrate  prince^  were  very 
forward  to  embrace  any  overtures  of  peace  ;  fo  that  by 
the  dexterity  of  the  French  minifters,  it  was  at  laft  con¬ 
cluded,  and  all  differences  adjufted ;  the  Duke  of  Parma’s 
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territories  being  reftored  to  him,  the  cenfures  of  the 
church  taken  off,  and  the  ecclefiaftic  ftate  put  in  the 
fame  condition  it  was  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

I  fliall  continue  to  fend  thee  fuch  intelligence,  as  may 
be  ferviceable  to  thee  in  that  eminent  ftation  thou^en- 
joyeft  in  the  empire  of  the  true  believers ;  and  (hall  think 
myfelf  a  very  happy  man,  if  I  can  by  any  means  acquire 
thy  favour. 

Paris,  23d  of  the  6th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16,14. 


XII. — To  Lubano  Abufei  Saad,  an  Egyptian  Knight. 

One  would  think  that  there  were  yet  fome  of  the  an- 
tient  race  of  sriants  on  earth.  Here  is  a  man  come  to 
this  court,  full  eight  foot  high,  a  Finlander  by  nation  ; 
he  looks  like  fome  pofthumous  birth  of  the  fons  of  the 
Titans.  He  is  mailer  of  prodigious  ftrength,  and  chal¬ 
lenges  any  two,  the  lloutell  men  in  France,  to  throw 
him  a  fall.  I  have  feen  him  take  two  boys  of  ten  years 
of  age,  on  the  palm  of  each  hand,  and  lift  them  up  from 
the  ground  together,  with  both  his  arms  ftretched  out 
to  the  full  length,  and  walk  fixty  paces  with  them  in 
this  pollure  ;  at  the  end  of  which  llage,  he  fet  them 
down  again  on  their  feet,  without  the  lead,  violence  or 
Itraining.  There  are  none  fo  hardy  as  to  accept  of  his 
challenge  ;  for  they  know  he  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
come  nearer  than  the  extremity  of  his  arm  ;  and  fuch 
is  the  monltrous  drength  of  his  hand,  that  he  will  either 
infallibly  throw  them  down,  or  difle  them  with  his  grafp. 
He  talks  of  travelling  into  T  urkey  ;  if  he  does,  I  hope 
he  will  have  more  diferetion  than  to  venture  w'ithin  the 
ieraglio,  led  he  incur  the  fate  of  the  renowned  Mufeovite 
wredler,  in  Sultan  Amurath’s  time.  Thou  remembered 
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that  tragedy,  whieh  made  all  the  brave  and  the  generous 
condemn  Amurath’s  cruelty.  He  was  a  flout  prince 
himfelf,  and  it  looked  like  envy  in  him,  to  punifh  the 
efforts  of  courage  in  his  flaves  with  fo  unrelenting  a 
rigour.  But  he  was  himfelf  a  flave  to  his  paffions,  and 
jealoufy  had  the  predominance  in  his  temper.  That  vice 
betrayed  him  to  horrid  violences,  of  wliich,  thou  art  not 
ignorant,  having  been  privy  to  feveral  of  his  amours. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  Spaniflr  cavalier,  who  had  a 
very  virtuous  and  beautiful  wife,  which,  thou  wilt  fay, 
are  two  rare  companions.  He  kept  a  Moor  in  his  houfe, 
whom,  the  lady  had  one  time  caufed  to  be  feverely  beaten. 
The  Ivloor  fecretly  vowed  revenge.  He  had  an  intrigue 
■with  one  of  the  lady’s  women,  to  whom  he  imparted  his 
mind.  They  confpired  together,  to  accufe  the  lady  of 
lightnefs  and  infidelity  to  her  hufband’s  bed.  The  ca¬ 
valier,  their  mafter,  was  naturally  jealous,  as  generally 
are  all  the  Spaniards.  Thefe  two  poffeffed  him  with  a 
belief,  that  the  gardener  had  frequent  accefs  to  his  lady’s 
chamber,  and  undertook  to  make  him  an  eye-witnefs  of 
it.  Whereupon,  one  of  them  goes  privately  to  the  gar¬ 
dener,  and  tells  him,  that  the  lady  would  fpeak  with  him  ; 
vvhilft  the  other  runs  to  the  lord,  and  bids  him  make  hafte, 
for  that  the  gardener  was  at  that  infiant  -with  his  lady. 
The  impatient  cavalier  haftens  up  flairs,  and  meeting  the 
gardener  coming  out  of  the  door  of  his  chamber,  flabs 
him  to  the  heart,  without  any  farther  expoflulation  ;  and, 
rufhing  furioufly  into  the  chamber,  ferves  his  wife  in  the 
fame  manner ;  but  coming  down  again,  the  maid,  flruck 
with  remorfe  at  fo  black  an  event,  fell  down  at  his  feet, 
confefling  her  crime,  and  declaring,  that  her  lady  was 
Innocent.  The  Spaniard,  raging  mad  at  a  conjundlion 
of  fo  many  misfortunes,  flabs  the  nsaid  and  the  negro  5 
and  lafl  of  all,  to  complete  the  tragedy,  kills  himfelf. 
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I  have  often  wondered,  that  feme  fuch  fata!  confe- 
qnences  did  not  attend  the  jealoufy  of  Sultan  Amurath. 
He  fpared  not  to  rip  up  tlse  bellies  of  liis  pages,  for  the 
fake  of  two  or  three  melons  ;  and  it  is  a  miracle,  that 
he  did  not  ficvifiee  half  the  flaves  of  the  feraglio,  on  the 
account  of  his  miftreffes. 

Thou  art  now  in  a  better  llation,  and  free  from  reftraint. 
A6l  according  to  rcafon,  and  let  not  paffion  bias  thee  one 
way  or  other.  ^ 

Paris,  5  th  of  the  7  th  Moon,  of  the  Year  16^4. 


XIII. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Thou  hail  often  required  an  account  of  the  parliament 
of  France,  which  is  the  fupreme  court  of  the  kingdom. 
Though  the  name  be  known  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  yet  the 
mlnifters  are  unacquainted  with  the  power  and  authority 
of  this  fenatc.. 

When  it  was  firft  inftituted,  it  confifted  of  twelve  peers, 
a'n  hundred  biihops,  and  all  the  prime  nobility  of  the 
land,  who  had  power  to  give  audience  to  foreign  am- 
baffadors,  to  adjuft  all  differences  of  the  fubjefts  ;  in 
fine,  it  might  then  be  called  the  fovereign  tribunal,  from 
whence  there  could  be  no  appeal.  Three  foreign  king* 
have  fat  as  members  of  this  court.  It  was  in  thofe  day* 
ambulatory,  following  the  king  whitherfoever  he  went ; 
but  now  it  is  always  affembled  at  Paris,  in  the  palacQ 
which  Philip  the  Fair  built  for  his  own  dwelling-houfe. 
This  parliament  is  divided  into  feven  chambers,  whereof 
that  which  they  call  the  Great  Chamber  is  the  chief. 
There  belong  to  this  chamber,  feven  prefidents,  twelve 
counfellors,  the  king’s  cadi,  or  attorney,  with  a  great 
number  of  advocates,  and  men  of  the  law.  The  pre- 
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Sdents  and  counfel!or6  are  clothed  in  fcarlet,  which  ftrikes 
an  awful  reverence  into  all  that  approach  their  prefence. 
Some  call  this  the  Golden  Chamber  j  and  well  they  may, 
fince  that  glittering  metal  is  thought  to  be  the  umpire 
of  moil  caufes  that  are  tried  in  this  court.  He  that 
brings  moil  gold,  is  fure  to  have  his  bufinefs  firll  dif- 
patched,  and  to  come  off  conqueror  ;  for  as  their  prefent 
power  is  little  elfe  but  a  mere  formality,  fo  is  alfo  their 
juftice.  The  kings  of  France  have  gradually  fo  clipped 
their  original  authority,  that  now  they  feem  to  be  but 
the  fhadow  of  their  ancient  felves.  They  never  pretend 
to  meddle  with  ecclefiaftical  affairs  ;  that  was  always  out 
of  their  jurifdi£Hon.  The  mufti  of  Rome  claims  this 
prerogative  as  his  right.  From  whence  thou  mayeft  ob- 
ferve,  how  maimed  and  imperfeft  is  the  royalty  of  Chrif- 
tian  Kings,  who  cannot  punlfn  their  own  fubjects,  if 
clergymen,  without  the  pope’s  permiiTion.  Yet,  though 
this  chamber  cannot  meddle  with  the  eccleCaftics,  they 
have  a  privilege  to  difpol?  of  the  regency,  during  the 
king’s  minority  ;  as  is  evident  in  the  late  queen-mother, 
Mary  de  Medicis,  and  the  prefent  Anne  of  Auflria,  who 
were  both  by  the  parliament  declared  regents.  They 
alfo  confirm  all  the  king’s  edicls ;  neither  does  he  pro¬ 
claim  war  without  their  ccnfent,  or  eftablilF  any  alliance. 

There  are  alfo  befides  this,  fix  other  chambers  of  par¬ 
liament,  five  whereof  are  called  Chambers  of  Inquefts, 
and  they  confift  of  two  prcfidents,  twenty  counieilors, 
and  a  convenient  number  of  lawyers.  The  fixth  chamber, 
is  a  colledtion  out  of  all  the  reft,  and  contains  no  lefs 
than  two  hundred  officers.  Here  all  criminal  caufes  are 
tried,  which  are  either  immediately,  or  by  appeal,  brought 
before  them  ;  as  in  the  chambers  of  inquefts,  contro- 
verfies  of  the  civil  law  are  decided. 

It  is  a  pleafant  fight  to  fee  the  men  of  the  law  all  in 
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their  habits,  which  are  very  gterious  and  rich.  Indeed,, 
all  the  citizens  of  Paris  are  extremely  gallant  in  their 
apparel.  But  I  cannot  be  reconciled  to  their  lavifh 
cuftom  of  changing  the  fafliion  of  their  clothes  almofl; 
with  every  moon. 

This  vanity  has  been  forbid  in  all  well-ordered  com¬ 
monwealths  ;  and  thou  knovveft,  our  Eaitern  people 
would  as  foon  be  dripped  of  their  fldns,  as  change  the 
faihion,  which  has  been  in  ufe-  for  immemorable  ages. 
Here  they  have  no  diftindtion  of  drefs,  the  noble  and 
vulgar,  rich  and  poor,  go  all  alike  ;  you  cannot  difeern 
a  Have  from  a  prince  by  his  garb. 

Paris  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  city,  the  univerllty, 
the  town,  and  the  fuburbs.  It  is  about  three  leagues  in 
circuit ;  featt;d  advantageoufly  enough,  but  wanting  for¬ 
tifications.  Henry  IV.  bad  added  fome  ftrength  to  it, 
had  he  not  been  apprehenfive  of  the  feditious  humour  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  in  time  might  make  an  ill  ufe  of 
his  kindnefs,  and  fhut  thofe  gates  againft  him  which  he 
Ihould  build  for  their  defence  againft  a  foreign  enemy. 

The  court  is  generally  at  St.  Germain  en  Lay,  one  of 
the  king’s  royal  manfions,  feated  on  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
which  commands  a  profpedl  of  a  large  and  beautiful 
valley.  I  hav^-  been  there  often,  that  I  might  be  the 
better  able  to  penetrate  into  the  conduft  of  Cardinal 
Mazarini,  who  is  never  from  the  queen- regent.  I  have 
already  tranfmitted  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  fuch  intelli¬ 
gence  as  I  could  gain  of  this  great  minifter’s  intrigues. 

I  will  now  entertain  tRee  with  a  glimpfe  of  this  palace, 
that  thereby  thou  mayeft  conjediure  at  the  magnificence 
of  the  kings  of  France. 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  old  and  the  new. 
The  former  was  built  by  Charles  I.  the  latter  by  Henry 
IV.  That  may  boaft  of  Its  antiquity,  but  this  is  fo ' 
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majeftioand  coftly  a  ftruflure,  as  fufficiently  demonftrates, 
that  modern  architefts  come  not  fat  fiiort  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  The  rooms  are  all  lofty  and  large,  the  roofs  and 
ceilings  admirably  contrived  and  adorned  ;  the  whole  con. 
fills  of  fo  many  courts,  that  it  rather  looks  like  a  town 
than  the  feat  of  one  family. 

But  pardon  me,  illuftrious  Kaimacham,  if  I  tell  thee, 
that  none  of  the  kings  of  the  Eafl  can  match  this 
monarch  in  the  gardens  belonging  to  this'-palace.  I  faw 
there  fuch  a  charming  variety  of  delightful  objefls,  as 
made  art  feem  to  furpafs  nature,  and  even  to  outdo  it- 
felf.  In  a  word,  the  Chrillian  princes  are  very  ingenious 
in  the  contrivance  of  their  pleafures,  and  make  all  the 
elements  contribute  to  their  recreations.  Thou  hall  often 
feen  the  artificial  fireworks  which  are  exhibited  at  Con- 
flantinople  at  our  feilivals,  and  on  all  occafions  of  public 
joy  ;  but  thou  hall  never  beheld  fuch  waterworks  as  are 
expofed  in  the  gardens  of  this  palace  every  day.  There, 
by  the  mere  force  of  this  liquid  element,  inflruments  of 
mufic  are  fet  at  work,  which  afford  an  harm.ony  little  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  bell  confort  in  the  world  ;  and,  which  ex¬ 
tremely  adds  to  the  pleafure,  one  may  at  the  fame  time 
behold  feeming  muficians  playing  on  them,  and  keeping 
as  exafl  time  with  their  fingers,  on  the  keys  of  organs, 
firings  of  viols  and  lutes,  as  if  they  were  living  perfons. 
There  you  may  fee  all  manner  of  mechanic  trades  exer- 
cifed  by  flatues,  who  do  eveiy  thing  with  a  proper  adlion, 
and  are  very  eager  at  their  employments,  fo  long  as  the 
water  gives  them  motion  ;  when  that  ceafes,  they  all 
return  to  their  primitive  inaftivity.  From  hence  you 
pafs  to  a  feeming  fea,  with  tritons  moving  on  dolphins, 
and  founding  their  fhell  trumpets  before  Neptune,  who 
is  drawn  in  a  chariot  by  four  tortoifes.  The  llory  of 
Perfeus  and  Andromeda,  is  alfo  a<fled  to  the  life  by 
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mere  ftatues.  Rut  tlie  moft  ingenious  piece  of  work- 
manfliip,  is  Orpheus  playing  on  a  viol,  while  the  trees 
move,  and  wild,  bealls  dance  round  about  him.  This  is 
fo  collly  an  invention,  that  as  one  of  the  oyerfeers  of  the 
waterworks  told  me,  a  ftnng  of  Orpheus’s  viol  being 
broken,  coh  the  late  King  Lewis  thirteen  hundred  crowns 
to  repair  it  again. 

We  Mahometans  are  apt  to  value  ourfclves  too  high 
on  the  fcore  of  our  prince*  grandeur.  We  boaft,  we 
flourhh,  and  arc  guilty  of  a  thoufand  infults,  defpifing 
and  putting  the  left  of  mankind  under  our  fandals,  as  if 
none  of  the  race  of  Adam  underftood  the  wond  but  we, 
or  had  the  wdt  and  power  fo  carve  out  to  themfelves  the 
fame  felicities  we  enjoy.  The  monarchs  of  the  Eaft 
ftyle  themfelves,  the  only  happy  ones,  poffeflbrs  of  in- 
ftnile  treafiives,  kings  of  the  world,  ftiadows  of  God,  and 
what  not !  The  Great  Mogul,  with  his  omrahs  and 
rajas,  pride  themfelves  in  their  elephants  ;  fo  do  the 
kings  and  mandarins  of  China  and  Tonquin.  The  Sophi- 
of  Perfia,  fwclls  at  the  fight  of  his  immenfe  treafures  of 
gold  and  precious  ftones ;  glorying,  that  the  very  ftioes 
of  his  horfes  are  of  the  moft  exalted  metal ;  alfo  the 
mangers  wherein  they  feed,  and  the  nails  whereby  they 
are  faftened  to  the  ground.  The  Cham  of  Tartary  re¬ 
joices  in  the  multitude  and  ftrength  of  his  horfes,  his 
winged  chariots  and  waggons ;  and  that  when  his  armies 
rife  and  fit  down,  the  earth  trembles  wnth  their  weight 
and  motion.  It  is  true  indeed,  the  Grand  Signior,  who 
is  the  wifeft  of  the  wife,  and  the  greateft  of  thefe  great 
ones,  is  not  guilty  of  this  vanity.  He  is  deftined  by  the 
Lord  of  the  univerfe,  to  chaftife  the  follies  both  of  the 
Eaft  and  the  Weft  ;  yet  his  flaves  cannot  forbear  rhodo- 
montadoes.  I  have  heard  fome  of  our  huffing  janizarlei. 
tell  the  Greeks  of  Conftantinople  and  Pera,  that  the 

1.6 


2C4 


LETT£RS  WRITTEN  ST 


Vol.  iL 


royal  feragllo  is  the  moft  magnificent  fabric  in  the  world  ; 
and  that  the  garden  belonging  to  it  is  a  perfeft  tran- 
fcript  of  paradife.  Thou  wilt  not  approve  fuch  brags  as 
thefe,  when  thou  confidereft  how  expert  the  infidels  are 
in  building  ;  and  that  they  fpare  no  coft  to  ereft  fuch 
edifices,  whbfe  very  ruins  may  proclaim  to  future  ages 
the  magnificence  of  their  founders.  And  as  to  their 
gardens,  they  are  fo  regular  and  beautiful,  adorned  with 
fo  many  delicacies  of  Nature  and  art,  tl\at  one  would 
think  they  were  made  by  fome  traditional  difciples  of 
Adam  ;  and  that  they  had  their  rules  from  the  primitive 
planter  of  the  world. 

The  French  king  has  other  houfes  and  gardens  of 
pleafure  round  about  Paris,  where  the  court  interchange¬ 
ably  divert  themfelves  during  the  fummer. 

I  humbly  kifs  the  hem  of  thy  veft,  craving  thy  protec¬ 
tion  againft  the  malice  of  my  enemies. 

Paris,  1 6th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XIV. — To  the  Mojl  lUuJlrious  VisiER.  Azem,  at  the 

Porte, 

SiNCK  the  lolfes  which  the  German  Emperor  has  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  arms  of  Ragotfiti,  I  am  informed  by  Nathan 
Ben  Saddi,  that  the  emperor  defigns  to  fend  a  fplendid 
cmbaffy,  with  extraordinary  prefents,  to  the  fultan,  in 
hopes  to  prevail  on  him  not  to  protedl  that  prince. 

It  is  true,  Ragotfici  Is  of  a  violent  and  changeable 
fpirit,  and  therefore  no  great  confidence  is  to  be  repofed 
in  him  ;  yet  I  take  it  to  be  the  intereft  of  the  fultan,  ra¬ 
ther  to  win  him  by  offices  of  kindnefs  and  friendlhip,  than 
to  make  him  his  enemy,  by  deferting  him  in  this  junc¬ 
ture.. 
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He  is  at  the  head  of  a  potent  and  formidable  army, 
has  taken  Solnock,  Breden,  Maniatz,  together  with  the 
ilrong  callle  of  Sendar  near  CalTovia,  and  many  other 
places  of  lefs  importance,  whereby  a  way  is  laid  open  for 
his  army  to  overrun  all  Hungary,  if  aflifted  with  the  Ot¬ 
toman  forces.  Thus  will  he  do  the  office  wldch,  they 
fay,  the  jackall  performs  to  the  lion,,  that  is,  to  hunt  out 
the  prey,  and  fecure  it  for  his  mailer  and  fovereign. 

Befides,  the  fortune  of  this  prince  feems  to  invite  our 
farther  alfiftaiice,  for  he  has  had  great  fuccefs  all  along 
this  war  ;  whereas  the  Ottoman  forces  no  fyoner  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  frontiers  of  Moravia,  but  fix  thoufand  of 
them  were  encountered  by  the  Germans,  arid  routed. 

Should  the  fultan  defert  him  now,  he  may  be  compel¬ 
led  to  refign  himfelf,  with  all  Tranfylvania,  to  the  pro- 
tc£lion  of  the  German  Emperor.  It  is  not  fafe  to  run 
the  rillc  of  fuch  an  event  :  Tranfylvania  cannot  fuppo!  t 
itfelf.  Either  the  fultan  mull  continue  his  protection,  or 
the  Germans  will  foorr  find  the  way  to  plant  their  gani- 
fons  in  the  four  capital  cities,  and  reduce  the  whole 
countiy  under  their  obedience. 

Paris,  a7th  of  the  7th  Mo^n,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XV. — To  Afis,  Bajfay  at  the  Porte. 

The  pagans,  in  painting  Fortune  blind,  difeovered  but 
the  dimnefs  of  their  own  fight  ;  and  it  was  a  double  er¬ 
ror  to  offer  facrifice  to  her,  that  could  not  difceni  her 
votaries  ;  yet,  in  my  fentence,  the  Chriftians  are  more  to 
blame,  who  term  her  inconllant,  partial,  bawd,  whore, 
and  w'hat  not.  Thefe  are  profanations  of  providence, 
and  impious  fcandels  call  on  eternal  deftiny.  Fortune 
and  Chance  are  but  nicknames  of  Fate,  fince  there  is  no- 
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thin-  c.Lio’.atch-  c.-Jual  in  the  world.  They  fee  the  vir¬ 
tuous  pcrf.icuted,  vhi’e  the  vicious  i.ifu’t  and  dourilh, 
and  they  tax  Heaven  with  unequal  dupenfation  o:  rewards 
and  puni.Gimjnts,  as  if,  with  Epicurus,  they  tuouglit  the' 
adorable  Numen  took  no  care  of  things  on  this  fide  the 
E.mpyrseum,  and  refled  in  an  eternal  ignorance  of  human 
affairs. 

Doubt’eis  the  i..f;dels  are  in  an  incurable  error  :  They 
pore  on  the  outfid'c  of  common  events,  and  lock  no  far¬ 
ther  ;  they  bel'.o'd  not  the  hidden  chain  of  caiifes,  nor 
the  iuvihb’e  hand  which  difpofes  all  contingencies  with, 
admirable  order  and  decorum.  Hence  it  is,  that  what 
comes  not  to  pafs  but  by  the 'certain  decree  of  Fate,  ap¬ 
pears  to  thefe  buzzards  only  as  an  accident?.!  occurirnce,. 
and  the  mere  effect  of  chance. 

Eut  thou,  who  art  inftrudted  in  the  dodtrlnes  o:  truth, 
V.  ill’  have  other  thoughts  of  that  which  hefel  a  poor  man, 
not  long  f.nce,  in  thefe  parts.  This  perfon  was  chari¬ 
table  to  excefs,  for  he  gave  away  ?.1I  tl.at  he  had  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  neceffities  of  others,  chcofing  rather  to  throw 
himfelf  naked  upon  providence,  than  to  deny  an  aims  to 
any  one  that  afked  him,  fo  long^as  he  had  any  thing  to 
bellow.  Being  at  length,  by  his  conllant  liberalities,  re¬ 
duced  to  a  veiy  indigent  condition,  he  was  forced  to  be¬ 
take  himfelf  to  digging  for  his  livelihood  :  Yet  notwdth- 
llanding  he  gained  his  own  bread  with  hard  labour,  he 
ccafed  not  to  Ihow  his  -wonted  klndneffes  to  the  poor, 
giving  them  whatfoever  he  could  polhbly  fpare  from  his 
own  neceffities.  One  day',  as  he  w’as  digging  in  a  field 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Mortmorency,  he  found  fe- 
veral  earthen  pots  full  of  gold,  fuppofed  to  be  burled 
there  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars.  The  good  man  car* 
ries  this  huge  treafure  by  degrees  home  to  his  houfe,  with 
all  imaginable  privacy,  and  having  diftributed  the  great* 
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eft  part  of  it  in  works  of  charity,  he  v/as  going  with  his  , 
lafi:  referve  to  the  houfe  of  a  decayed  gentleman,  to 
whom  he  gave  a  fufficient  fum  to  repair  his  fhattered 
fortunes,  being  all  that  he  had  left,  when,  as  he  returned 
homeward,  he  found  a  jewel  in  the  highway,  which  be¬ 
ing  fold,  yielded  him  ten  thoufand  crowns ;  a  noble  bank 
for  new  liberalities,  and  a  convincing  argument,  that 
there  was  fomething  more  than  chance  which  thus 
ftrangely  recruited  his  purfe,  that  it  might  never  ceafe  to 
be  opened  in  largeffes  to  the  poor. 

Who  will  not  fay,  that  Fate  had  a  hand  in  the  death 
of  that  foldier,  in  the  Duke  cf  Anguien’s  army,  who 
malicioufly  and  wrongfully  accufed  his  comrade  of  raif- 
ing  a  mutiny  ?  For  the  Incenfed  general  took  a  fufee, 
and  difcharged  it  at  the  innocent  perfon,  thinking  to 
have  killed  him  on  the  fpot  ;  but  it  proved  otherwife, 
the  bullet  palling  through  fome  part  of  his  body,  and 
through  half  a  dozen  tents,  fmote  the  llanderer  in  the 
pan  of  the  knee,  which  put  him  into  fo  violent  a  fever, 
that  he  died  in  two  days  ;  while  the  other,  whom  before 
his  death  he  confefled  to  be  innocent,  lives  yet  a  witnefs 
of  this  remarkable  ftroke  of  divine  Nem.efis. 

'fhe  faitliful  watchman  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  Mah- 
mut,  falutes  thee  with  humbleft  obeifance,  and  wilhet 
thee  In  all  things  a  favourable  and  benign  deftiny. 

Paris,  i2th  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  164^. 


XVI. — To  Nathan  Ben  Saddi,  a  Jew  at  Vienna. 

Since  I  came  to  this  city,  I  have  learned  the  art  of 
making  watches,  which  I  exercife  not  for  lucre,  but  to 
comply  with  a  precept  of  the  Alcoran,  wherein  alfo  1 
find  no  fmall  diverfion,  it  being  a  relief  to  melancholy  to 
be  In  adtion- 
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Should  the  ecclefiaftics  of  the  Latin  church  be  made 
fenfible  that  I  praflife  a  mechanic  trade,  they  would 
think  me  a  fcandal  to  their  profeffion,  fince  I  wear  the 
habit  of  a  clerk.  They  efteem  it  next  door  to  facrilege^ 
for  a  gown-man  to  condefcend  to  the  labours  of  the 
laity :  They  would  puU  my  caffock  over  my  Ihoulders, 
Ihould  they  catch  me  in  this  honett  crime,  forgetting, 
that  the  primitive  profcfibrs  of  their  religious  orders  got 
their  bread  by  making  of  balkets. 

The  box  I  fend  thee  contains  fome  of  my  merchan- 
dife,  being  defigned  as  prefents  for  fome  of  the  minifters 
of  the  Porte,  and  my  other  friends  at  Conftantinople.- 
I  defire  thee  to  take  care  in  fending  it  fafe,  that  the 
watches  may  receive  no  damage  by  water. 

It  is  leported  here,  that  the  emperor  is  fick ;  thou 
wilt  do  well  to  inform  me  of  the  truth.  I  hear  alfo,  that 
prodigies  have  been  lately  feen  at  Vienna,  which  the 
French  interpret  as  forerunners  of  his  death,  and  figns  of 
approaching  defolations  in  Germany.  I  am  not  credu¬ 
lous  of  all  things  which  the  vulgar  fay  on  fuch  occafions, 
yet  I  cannot  deny,  but  that  the  angels  who  prefide  over 
kingdoms  and  empires,  may  be  the  monitors  of  m.ankind, 
and,  by  railing  unufual  fpectacles-  in  the  elements,  may 
Ti’arn  mortals  of  future  alterations.  This  was  the  opinion 
alio  of  thy  countryman  jofephus,  who  fays,  that  imme¬ 
diately  before  the  defiruction  of  Jerufalem,  there  was  a 
voice  heard  in  the  temple  of  Solomon,  fuppofed  to  be 
uttered  by  angels,  faying,  “  Arife,  let  us  go  hence 
as  if  the  guardian  fpirits  of  that  city  were  then  forfaking 
their  charge. 

In  tliis  place,  not  long  ago,  .were  feen  three  funs  to¬ 
gether,  or,  at  leaft,  the  appearance  of  fo  many.  This 
the  fuperftitious  conftrued  as  an  omen  of  ill  luck,  while 
the  court-flatterers  faid,  they  reprefented  the  Duke  of 
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Orleans,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Cardinal  Mazarini, 
who  have  now  united  their  intereils,  after  a  long  time  of 
animofities  and  mifunderftandings,  I  look  upon  this  appa¬ 
rition  to  be  only  a  natural  produdllon,  refulting  from  the 
refledlions  of  the  fun-beams  on  a  bright  cloud.  It  Is  eafy 
to  folve  fuch  phenomena  without  a  miracle  ;  yet  fome,  1 
confefs,  have  the  ftamp  of  a  fupernatural  power  in  their 
very  front.  I  myfelf  once  faw  two  mighty  armies  mar- 
Ihalled  in  the  air,  who  aftei  all  the  bloody  tragedies  of 
war,  and  made  Arabia  deaf  with  the  nolfe  of  their  artil¬ 
lery,  yet  not  a  cloud  at  that  time  to  be  feen but  I  re¬ 
marked  no  extraordinary  event  to  follow  it.  It  Is  hard 
to  trace  the  Omnipotent  in  fuch  myfterious  works,  or 
learn  the  drift  of  Providence. 

I  delire  thee  to  ufe  thy  utmoll  diligence  to  penetrate 
into  the  defigns  of  the  court  where  thou  refidelt.  It  is 
an  honourable  poll,  to  fervc  the  greateft  monarch  in  the 
world.  Be  faithful  and  vigilant,  fo  may  God  and  the 
Grand  SIgnior  heap  greater  favours  on  thee.  Adieu. 

Paris,  2ift  of  the  8th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XVII. — To  SoLYMAK  Aga,  Chief  Eiir.ttch  of  the 
Women. 

I  PERCEIVE  by  thy  letters  that  our  heroic  fultan  is  very 
indullrious  to  take  off  the  fcandal  of  impotence,  which  the 
ladles  at  his  firll  accefiion  to  the  throne  faftened  on  him, 
having  now  feen  a  fourth  fon  born  to  him  in  the  feraglio. 
The  multitude  of  fubjedfs  is  the  glory  of  a  monarch,  and 
a  ftrong  defence  in  time  of  war  ;  and  the  multitude  of  the 
prince’s  children  is  the  fecurity  of  his  people  both  in  war 
and  peace. 

The  fultan’s  adventure  as  he  was  going  to  Scutari  puts 
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me  in  mind  of  an  accident  which  befel  one  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  Egypt,  who,  as  he  was  walking  in  the  royal 
garden  at  Memphis,  efpied  an  eagle  flying  toward  the 
place  where  he  was ;  at  which  fight  he  flood  flill,  gazing- 
on  the  king  of  birds,  till  at  length  the  eagle  arriving  to 
that  part  of  the  air  which  w’as  over  his  head,  lets  fall  a 
woman's  fhoe  at  his  feet.  The  king,  furprifed  at  this  ac¬ 
cident,  took  up  the  fitoe,  and  furveying  its  exquiflte  fym- 
inetry  and  form,  thence  took  his  rneafures  of  the  lady 
that  had  worn  it,  and  fnddenly  grew  enamoured  of  the 
unknown  fair,  proclaiming  through  all  Egypt  great  re¬ 
wards  to  any  that  could  difeover  the  owner  of  that  fhoe. 
At  length,  a  certain  beautiful  courtezan  of  Naucratis^ 
named  Rhodope,  was  proved  to  be  the  millrefs  of  it, 
who  being  brought  to  the  king’s  prefence,  be  took  her 
to  his  bed,  making  her  the  partner  of  his  empire. 

This  lady  had  a  much  better  fate  than  the  tall  Arme¬ 
nian  woman  with  whom  Sultan  Ibrahim  fell  in  love'  on 
the  like  occafion  ;  for  Rhodope,  after  fhe  had  enjoyed 
her  honour  many  years,  at  lafl  died  peaceably  in  her  bed, 
and  was  entombed  in  one  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt 
whereas  thou  telleft  me,  that  this  Armenian,  foon  after 
her  exaltation  to  the  fultan’s  embraces,  was  ftrangled  by 
the  queenrinother’s  command.  I  tell  thee  it  was  a  bold 
and  cruel  aft,  and  were  the  fultan  fenfible  how  fhe  was 
murdered,  he  would  not  fpare  to  vent  his  indignatio* 
againft  her  that  bare  him. 

Paris,  ad  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XVIII. — To  Dg-net  Oglou. 

One  would  think  it  an  eafy  matter  for  a  ftranger  to 
conceal  himfelf  in  fo  vaft  and  populous  a  city  as  is  Paris, 
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efpecially  one  who  makes  fo  mean  and  contemptible  a  fi¬ 
gure  as  does  the  fuppofed  Titus  of  Moldavia.  I  little 
thought  that  the  Icwnefs  of  my  ftature  and  the  deformity 
of  my  body  would  have  attiadfcd  any  curious  eyes,  but 
that  my  very  habit  would  have  protedfed  me  from  all  fuf- 
picion,  and  that  I  might  have  pafled  an  age  undifeovered 
amongil  the  infinite  crowds  of  people  who  throng  both 
the  houfes  and  ftreets  of  Pan's  ;  yet  there  are  fome  criti¬ 
cal  moments  of  our  lives  wherein  Fate  delights  to  fport 
with  us,  to  th.row  {luinhh’ng-blochs  in  our  way  to  en¬ 
tangle  us  in  difficulties  and  perils,  Tiiis  is  a  neceffary 
difeipline  of  Fleaven  to  roufe  men  from  the  lees  of  fecu- 
rity  and  confidence  in  their  own  ftrength  and  abilities, 
and  to  inflrudf  us,  that  Providence  alone  can  cjctrlcate  us 
out  of  the  labyrinths  we  often  fall  into. 

I  was  walking  yeflerday  before  the  great  temple  of  this 
city,  which  is  dedicated  to  Mary  the  mother  of  Jefus, 
when  on  a  fudden  I  was  accofted  (by  oae  whom  I  little 
imagined  to  have  feen  in  Paris)  with  thefe  words  :  “  Mah- 
inut  !  how  came  you  by  this  habit  ?  What  make  you  in 
this  place  ?  Are  you  a  Chriftian,  or  do  you  thus  difguife 
yourfclf  for  other  ends  Thou  mayeft  eafily  imagine 
what  a  terror  feized  me  when  I  knew  that  he  who  fpoke 
to  me  was  my  old  mafter  at  Palermo.  It  brought  to  my 
remembrance  all  the  cruel  blows  and  ftripes  I  had  receiv¬ 
ed  during  that  irkfome  captivity,  and  I  could  almoft  have 
fancied  myfelf  ready  for  the  ballinado.  However,  dlf- 
fembling  my  confufion,  I  anfwered  briflely,  “  Sir,  you 
are  miftaken  in  the  perfon  ;  my  n^me  is  not  Mahmut,  but 
Titus.  I  am  a  Chrillian  and  a  Catholic  ;  if  you  are  fuch 
yourfelf,  you  liave  no  reafon  to  upbraid  my  habit,  fince 
1  wear  it  as  a  badge  of  my  profeffion,  being  a  Itudent 
and  candidate  of  the  priellhood. 

This  anfwer.  inftead  of  fatisfying  him,  did  but  aug- 
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ment  his  jealouiy,  and  being  of  a  paffionate  temper,  he 
broke  out  into  fierce  language,  calling  me  Turk,  infidel. 
Have,  dog,  and  all  the  ill  names  his  fury  could  fuggeft. 
He  fpoke  fo  loud,  that  it  was  taken  notice  of  by  the 
people  as  they  walked  by,  who  began  to  gather  about 
us  to  learn  the  occafion  of  fo  much  noife.  I  then  con¬ 
demned  myfelf  for  not  rather  owning  myfelf  to  him,  and 
inviting  him  to  fome  more  retired  place,  where  I  might 
give  him  an  account  of  my  circumftances.  I  looked  up¬ 
on  myfelf  as  a  dead  man,  and  would  gladly  have  fuftain- 
ed  feven  years  of  fervitude  again  in  Sicily  to  have  been 
rid  of  the  fear  I  was  now  under  of  a  more  terrible  punUh- 
ment. 

While  I  was  In  this  confufion  of  fpirit,  thinking  of 
nothing  but  racks  and  tortures,  the  noife  of  the  rabble 
who  flocked  about  us  had  alarmed  the  people  that  were 
at  their  devotions  in  the  church,  who  came  running  out 
to  inquire  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  tumult.  Among  the  reft, 
a  friar,  eminent  for  his  learning  and  virtue,  and  who  had 
a  particular  efteem  and  friendftiip  for  me,  perceiving  the 
matter,  came  up  clofe  to  me,  and  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
fpoke  aloud  thefe  words  :  “  Sirs,  forbear  to  injure  a  ftran- 
ger  in  the  court  of  the  mother  of  God.  I  know  this  man 
very  well,  and  will  be  refponfible  for  him  ;  he  is  a  Catho¬ 
lic  clerk,  and  fervant  of  the  living  God.”  The  rabble 
gave  a  great  flrout  at  the  end  of  this  harangue  ;  and  had 
not  my  Sicilian  mafter  made  a  narrow  efcape,  they  would 
have  endangered  to  tear  him  in  pieces.  I  know  not  wliat 
became  of  him  afterwards,  but  I  attended  the  friar  into 
the  temple,  where  we  ftaid  during  the  celebration  of  their 
mafs,  and  then  he  coudufted  me  through  the  inner  parts 
of  the  temple  by  private  ways  into  the  lodgings  of  the 
priefts,  whence  we  iffued  out  by  a  poftern,  and  taking 
beat,  we  crofted  the  river  Seine  into  the  fields.  1  he  friar 
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congratulated  my  efcape  from  the  hands  of  the  multitude, 
and  I  returned  him  a  thoufand  thanks  for  lifting  me  out 
of  the  mire. 

Thou  feed,  dear  friend,  that  the  Arabian  proverb 
fpeaks  not  in  vain,  when  it  fays,  “  That  the  habitation 
of  danger  is  on  the  borders  of  fecurity  and  “  That  a 
man  never  runs  greater  hazards  than  when  he  lead  fears 
them.” 

He  that  turns  the  fcales  of  life  and  death,  good  and 
evil,  grant  that  fome  happy  emergency  may  always  arife 
to  divert  the  perils  which  thou  lhalt  incur  in  this  uncer¬ 
tain  life. 

Paris,  yth  of  the  9th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1/144. 


XIX. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

Th,  s  court  is  now  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  the 
chief  mufti,  or  pope  ;  and  indeed  there  feems  to  be  more 
than  mere  ceremony  in  it,  he  having  all  along  favoured 
the  French  intereft.  He  had  almoft  paffed  the  twenty- 
fecond  year  of  his  pontificate,  which  few  of  the  popes 
have  done  fince  St.  Peter,  a  difciple  of  their  Meflias,  from 
whom  they  pretend  to  derive  their  fuccefilon.  Their  hif- 
tories  fay,  that  this  Peter  was  the  mufti  of  Rome  five- 
and-twenty  years,  and  that  fince  him,  not  one,  whether 
he  was  elefted  young  or  old,  has  enjoyed  the  fovereignty 
fo  long.  Thofe  that  have  approached  neareft  to  it  were 
Adrian  I.-  Sylvefter  I.  and  this  Urban  VIII.  who  is  now 
dead.  It  is  reported,  that  at  their  coronation,  the  mafler 
of  the  ceremonies  kneeling  down,  burns  flax  before  him 
that  is  elefted,  and  with  a  loud  voice  repeats  thefe  words 
thrice  :  “  O  holy  father  !  think  not  you  are  to  live  here 
as  long  as  did  St.  Peter  ;  but  let  this  flame  put  you  in 
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mind  of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  ai.d  how  fwifdy  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  it  paifes  away.” 

Cardinal  Pampliillo  fucccccld  l.iin  in  the  Roman  chair, 
and  has  given  himfelf  the  name  of  Innocent  X.  it  being 
the  cnftom  always  at  their  promotion  to  affiirae  the  name 
of  fome  holy  man  (a  flrange  piece  of  hypocrify,  as  if  that 
was  fufncient  to  atone  for  their  own  wicked  lives)  ;  but 
none  of  them  has  orefumed  to  take  the  name  of  Peter, 
out  of  refpedl  to  the  f.rft  vicar  of  Jefus,  This  Pamphilio 
is  above  threefcora  and  twelve  years  of  age,  by  whofe  ex¬ 
altation  the  family  of  the  Barbarinis,  to  whom  he  was  a 
profeffed  enemy,  begin  to  fall  into  difgrace.  Cardinal 
Antonio,  one  of  that  family,  is  taxed  with  embezzling  the 
treafure  of  the  cliurch  committed  to  his  trufl:. 

He  flies  to  France  for  fuccour ;  and  though  he  had  no 
great  reafon  to  expeft  Cardinal  Mazarini’s  friendfliip,  hav¬ 
ing  formerly  oppofed  his  interefl;  at  the  Roman  court,  in  - 
the  time  of  the  late  Pope  Urban,  yet  this  cardinal,  by  an 
excefs  of  generofity%  has  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  engaged 
his  mailer,  the  King  of  France,  in  his  quarrel. 

V/hat  will  be  the  iflue  of  this  contention,  time  will 
evince  ;  but  men  begin  to  talk  already,  that  the  King  of 
France  will  carry  a  war  into  Italy,  which  will  fliake  the 
walls  of  Rome  itfelf. 

Thus  there  is  no  liability  in  human  affairs  ;  but  time 
and  Providence  perpetually  ilart  new  events. 

God  grant  that  thou  mayeil  live  to  fee  the  Ottoman 
crefeent  on  the  top  of  St.  Peter’s  church  in  Rome. 

Paris,  6th  of  the  loth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 
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XX. — To  the  VisitR  Azem,  at  the  Porte. 

Th  E  great  preparations  which  Sultan  Ibrahim  is  mak¬ 
ing  by  land  and  fea  affords  a  fubjeft  of  difeourfe  to  all 
Chridendom,  but  adminilters  a  fpecial  occafioa  of  jea- 
loufy  to  the  republic  of  Venice. 

They  look  oa  his  declared  intentions  to  invade  Malta 
only  as  a  cover  or  cloak  to  his  real  defigns  upon  thein- 
felves,  being  confirmed  in  their  fufpicion  by  the  com¬ 
plaints  whicli  the  fultan  made  to  Soranzo,  their  refident 
at  the  Porte,  when  he  delivered  himfelf  with  an  air  that 
expreffed  far  deeper  refentments  than  his  words. 

Nor  can  the  artificial  (trains  of  courtefy  which  are  ufed 
toward  the  refident,  blind  or  cancel  the  apparent  affront 
and  contempt  which  he  received  from  the  kaimacham, 
who  refufed  to  give  him  audience  after  fome  hours  at¬ 
tendance,  though  at  the  fame  time  Prince  Ragotflei’s  en. 
voy  was  admitted  at  the  firff  word. 

Tliefe  confiderations,  with  others  of  the  like  nature, 
have  fufficiently  alarmed  the  Venetians,  fo  that  they  are 
making  all  the  feafonable  preparations  that  are  requifite 
to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  the  Ottoman  fury  and  rage, 
which  they  apprehend  is  to  be  poured  on  them.  This 
they  perform  with  all  imaginable  diligence  and  fecrecy, 
being  neither  willing  to  give  a  juft  ground  of  jealoufy  to 
the  fultan,  nor  yet  to  be  furprifed  unprovided. 

There  have  lately  been  extraordinary  confultatlons  in 
the  fenatc  about  thefe  affairs,  fome  difapprovlng  thefe 
warlike  preparations,  others  promoting  them  ;  one  party 
judging,  that  a  peace  ought  rather  to  be  purchafed  with 
a  tender  of  gold  ;  a  contrary  fide  pleading,  that  fuch  a 
purchafe  would  be  both  diftronourable  and  difadvantage- 
ous,  fince  upon  every  new  difguft  the  Ottomans  would 
commence,  or  at  leaft  threaten  a  war,  on  purpofe  to  ered 
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a  continual  mart  for  peace,  the  fale  thereof  being  like  to 
prove  fo  profitable  to  them.  Among  the  reft  of  the  fe- 
nators,  Signior  Grimaldi  made  an  oration,  of  which  I 
have  obtained  an  authentic  copy  ;  and  it  fpeaks  thus : 

“  This  glorious  republic,  which  has  flourifhcd  for  fo 
many  ages,  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,*  to  become  the 
merchandife  of  upftart  ftiepherds.  It  is  needlefs  to  re¬ 
count  our  original,  or  wipe  off  the  ancient  duft  of  our 
primitive  records,  that  we  may  be  able  to  tell  the  world 
we  are  the  relics  of  Troy.  It  Is  bootlefs  to  put  you  in 
mind  how  this  moft  ferene  and  flourifhing  ftate  laid  her 
firft  foundations  in  the  fea,  and  built  her  neft  In  the 
floods ;  that  the  Nereids  fled  to  her  ftiadow,  and  the  reft 
of  the  fea-gods,  even  Neptune  himfelf,  courted  her  alii, 
ance  and  protedlion.  SufBce  it  to  fay,  that  this  vldfori- 
ous  ftate,  thus  founded  and  built,  has  fpread  her  con- 
quefts  through  Iftria,  Dalmatia,  and  Epirus  ;  has  annex¬ 
ed  unto  her  government  Corfu,  Cephalenia,  Zant,  and 
Crete,  with  many  other  iflands  of  the  Adriatic  and  Me¬ 
diterranean  feas  ;  and  that  this  virgin  commonwealth  has 
preferved  herfelf  uudefloured  thefe  twelve  hundred  years, 
in  all  which  time  fhe  never  fubmitted  to  the  luftful  ty¬ 
ranny  of  any  foreign  conqueror  ;  and  muft  fhe  now  be- 
come  a  common  proftitute  to  infidels,  be  bought  and  fold 
at  any  rate,  and  pay  the  price  of  her  own  flavery  ?  Has 
this  moft  auguft  fenate,  by  a  long  feries  of  fuccefsful 
wars,  been  exalted  to  the  height  of  fovereign  power,  and 
is  fhe  now  to  be  braved  Into  a  bafe  and  mercenary  peace, 
the  gilded  mafic  of  abjeft  flavery?  We  that  have  ftem- 
med  the  torrent  of  Ottoman  invafions,  and  refilled  the 
puiflance  of  all  Afia,  muft  we  now  pull  down  our  own 
banks,  and  tamely  let  the  proud  infultlng  enemy  in,  pav¬ 
ing  his  way  with  gold  ?  Roufe  up,  ray  lords,  the  ancient 
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genius  of  this  mighty  fliate,  awaken  the  old  Venetian  va¬ 
lour,  and  unlefs  you  refolve  always  to  bear  the  Ottoman 
yoke,  now  fltake  it  off,  and  make  a  war  your  choice  ra¬ 
ther  than  your  laft  remedy. 

“  The  eyes  of  all  the  W elleni  nations  are  fixed  on 
this  augufi  aflembly  ;  the  fate  of  Chrillendora  is  now  in 
the  fcales  ;  it  is  in  your  power  alone  to  turn  the  doubt¬ 
ful  balance  ;  it  is  from  your  unfhaken  valour  the  Chrifti- 
an  world  expe61s  a  benefit,  which  fliall  be  recorded  on 
the  pillars  of  eternity.  Suffer  not  yourfelves,  mod  ex,- 
cellent  lords,  to  be  cajoUed  by  the  fpecious  pretences  of 
the  Ottoman  fox,  but  confide  in  your  own  illuilrious 
arms,  and  the  jufllce  of  your  caufe,  which  will  not  fail 
to  attraif  the  favours  of  divine  providence.  Let  not 
thofe  laurels,  which  have  been  all  along  fprinkled  with 
the  noble  blood  of  your  renowned  ancefiors,  be  tamely 
taken  from  your  heads,  and  trampled  under  the  feet  of 
infidels.  Whom  do  you  fear  ?  A  man  fupinely  lulled 
in  wanton  pleafures,  drowned  in  the  foft  dehghts  of  his 
feraglio,  a  fitter  champion  for  the  field  of  Venus,  than 
for  the  bloody  toils  of  Mars,  the  harfh  fatigues  of  war  j 
But  what  do  yoi^  dread  ?  The  bugbear  title  of  Grand  Sig- 
nior  I  It  is  in  our  power  to  check  his  boafted  grandeur, 
and  make  him  fenfible,  the  Hate  of  Venice  has  a  fword 
can  match  the  Turkiih  feimitar. 

“  Do  but  refolve,  the  vvork  is  half  done.  I  feel  already, 
in  my  mind,  blifsful  prefages  of  a  lafting  peace,  the  ef- 
feft  of  a  juft  and  feafonable  war,  which  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  the  precarious  truce  (for  it  deferves  no  bet¬ 
ter  title)  which  they  defign  to  cheat  us  with,  in  con¬ 
templation  of  our  gold  ;  a  truce  which  they  will  break  at 
pleafure,  to  ftart  new  grounds  of  compofition.  Thus, 
could  we  drain  the  Indies  dry,  we  muft  refund  our  trea- 
fure  into  the  Ottoman  epffers,  and  all  too  little  to  fatiatc 
Fol.  II.  K 
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their  greedy  avarice  and  tyrannous  demands.  Thus 
would  the  moft  ferene  republic  of  Venice  be  poftponed 
to  the  divan  of  Algiers,  who  have  already  fhaken  off  the 
Turkifh  yoke,  retaining  indeed  the  fervile  name  of  rub- 
jefts,  but  refufing  the  tribute  they  were  wont  to  pay. 
Let  us  not  fuffer  that  barbarous  Irttle  ftate  thus  nobly  to 
affert  their  liberty,  whilft  we  refjgn  our  necks  to  the  yoke. 
Our  fleets  are  numerous,  our  foldiers  difciplined,  our 
fcamen  bold  and  expert,  our  treafury  full  of  the  nerves 
ef  war.  Let  us  be  in  a  readinefs,  and  if  Sultan  Ibrahim 
dares  be  the  firft  aggrelfor,  then  beat  drum,  found  trum¬ 
pet,  and  every  man  to  his  poft." 

This  huSiig  harangue  of  SIgnior  Grimaldi,  though  it 
met  with  feme  abettors  in  the  fenate,  yet  the  counfel  of 
the  graver  and  wnfer  heads  prevailed,  which  was,  to  fend 
orders  to  the  Venetian  refident  at  Conftantinople,  to 
found  the  inclinations  of  the  fultan,  and,  if  poffible,  t® 
make  a  pecuniary  accomodation. 

This  inteUigenee  I  received  from  a  Jew  living  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  one  whom  I  confide  in,  and  who  gives  me  a  con- 
ftant  and  faithful  account  of  all  the  important  occur¬ 
rences  of  that  flate.  He  is  familiar  with  Girolamo  Puf- 
ferla  and  Bernardino  Lupulo,  two  of  the  fenators  w'ho 
voted  for  peace,  by  which  means  he  can  eafily  feel  the 
pulfe  of  the  Venetian  flate,  nothing  of  moment  being 
concealed  from  him  by  thefe  clariffimos. 

The  late  aftion  of  Giacomo  de  Riva,  fupraveditor  of 
TIno,  againft  the  fhips  of  Tripoli  and  Tunis,  Is  inter¬ 
preted  to  be  done  altogether  in  his  own  defence.  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  be  otheiwife  reprefented  at  the 
Porte  i  but  I  wifh  fome  men’s  groundlefs  difeontents, 
and  the  private  Interefts  of  others,  be  not  improved  to 
the  notion  of  public  injuries,  by  the  artifice  of  fuch  as 
wiih.  not  well  to  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
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I  difcliarge  my  duty,  in  fending  thee  the  bed  intelli- 
gence  I  can  in  this  jundbure. 

Ood,  the  Supreme  Monarch  of  the  Univerfe,  difpofe 
thefe  overtures,  and  all  other  human  events,  to  the  ex¬ 
altation  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  the  propagation  of 
the  true  faith. 

Paris,  13th  of  the  lOth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXL — To  Mirza  Muhammed  Effendi,  Vicar  to  the 

Mufti. 

The  Jews  have  a  proverb,  “  That  he  who  breeds  not 
up  his  fon  to  fome  trade,  makes  him  a  thief.”  ^  And  the 
Arabians  fay,  “  That  an  idle  perfon  is  the  deviPs  play¬ 
fellow.”  Therefore,  our  holy  and  wife  lawgiver  has 
commanded  all  true  believers  to  exercife  thcmfelvcs  every 
day  in  fome  manual  occupation.  Neither  is  the  fultan 
upon  the  throne  any  more  exempted  from  obedience  to 
this  univcrfal  precept,  than  he  who  cleans  the  ftreets. 
The  foul  of  man  is  adlive  as  fire ;  or,  to  take  our 
comparifon,  as  the  Hebrews  do,  from  another  element, 
it  can  no  more  ceafe  from  being  bufy,  than  water  can 
withhold  itfelf  from  running  out  of  every  hole  of  a  fieve. 
Men  will  be  always  exerting  their  faculties  one  way  or 
other  ;  and  there  is  no  medium  between  good  and  evil. 
Whofoever  is  not  employed  in  one,  muft  neceffarily  fall 
into  the  other.  Thefe  are  the  points  to  which  all  the 
lines  of  human  adfions  tend,  the  centres  where  all  our  af¬ 
fairs  meet.  But  though  there  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a  me¬ 
diocrity  between  thefe  two  extremes,  and  every  man  is 
within  the  circumference  either  of  virtue  or  vice,  yet 
there  are  certain  fteps  and  degrees  in  each,  fpecific  dif¬ 
ferences  alfo,  which  take  their  rife  and  proportions  from 
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nature,  morality  and  religion.  Thus,  human  prudence 
teaches  us,  of  two  evils,  to  choofe  the  leaft,  while  the  di¬ 
vine  oracle  inftrufts  us,  not  to  ftand  upon  niceties  and 
punftilios  with  virtue,  but  to  pufh  forward  till  we  arrive 
at  an  heroic  generofity. 

As  for  me,  who  ferve  the  Grand  Signior  in  this  lla- 
tion,  1  am  forced  to  compcnncT  with  the  law,  and  capi¬ 
tulate  wnth  the  feverer  precepts  of  the  Alcoran.  I  tell 
many  a  lie,  that  I  may  do  the  more  effedlual  fervicc  to 
truth  :  I  am  com.peUed  to  deny  my  religion,  that  I  may 
prepare  a  way  for  others  to  propagate  it.  Ly  oblique 
and  remote  fetches  of  policy,  I  accompliih  the  diiecl  in¬ 
tentions  of  juilice,  while  I  commit  little  vices  among  the 
infidels,  to  introduce  great  virtues  ;  thus  making  good  the 
counfel  of  the  Perfian  philofopher,  “  That  it  is  necefiary 
for  him  who  would  reach  his  journey’s  end,  fometimes  to 
go  round  about.”  And  thou  knoweft  what  encourage¬ 
ment  has  been  given  me,  being  affured  by  the  fovereign 
prelate  of  our  holy  law,  that  while  I  keep  in  the  orb  of 
my  duty  to  the  Grand  Signior,  I  am  out  of  the  devil’s 
circle. 

If  thou  wouldeft  know  how  I  bufy  myfelf  at  my  hours 
of  leifure,  I  make  watches,  not  knowing  how  better  to 
fpend  my  vacant  time,  than  in  framing  an  inftrument 
•whereby  I  may  perceive  how  time  paffes  away.  This 
little  engine  points  out  each  minute,  and  meafures  ex- 
adlly  the  fucceffion  of  hours ;  It  keeps  pace  with  years, 
yet  outruns  not  months.  It  Is  the  journal  of  the  fun, 
a  faithful  record  of  his  daily  travel  through  the  heavens. 
In  a  word,  it  is  the  fecretary  of  time,  and  a  compendi¬ 
ous  hiftory  of  the  firfi-born  ifiue  of  eternity. 

Ellachim  the  Jew  takes  fame  off  my  hands,  and  the 
reft  I  prefent  to  the  grandees,  or  any  body  whom  I 
vTould  oblige.  I  have  fent  fome  by  the  way  of  Vienna, 
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to  the  moft  venerable  mufti,  and  to  thyfelf,  as  alfo  to 
others  of  my  friends  at  the  Sublime  Porte.  They  are 
all  fealed  up,  with  diredfions  to  thofe  for  whom  they  arc 
defigned.  I  wiili  that  this  mean  teftimony  of  my  duty 
and  affedfion  may  be  accepted,  and  tliat  my  fuperlors 
would  from  hence  conclude,  that  I  am  no  bad  hulband 
of  my  time. 

The  Unchangeable  ElTence  who  moves  all  things,  yet 
is  moved  of  none,  who  fets  all  the  fprings  and  wheels  of 
nature  agoing,  yet  remains  himfelf  in  eternal  reft,  be- 
holdiilg  all  things  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come,  with  one 
undivided  glance,  grant,  that  I  may  be  approved  of 
Pleaven,  v/hile  1  obey  the  mufti  and  his  vicar  on  earth. 

If  thou  favoureft  the  caufe  of  the  merchant  who  brings 
thee  this  letter,  thou  fhalt  do  well.  He  will  inform 
thee  of  his  affairs.  God  increafe  thy  felicity. 

Paris,  aid  of  the  lOth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXII. — To  Hali  Omr.1,  BaJJ'a, 

Thou  that  art  exalted  from  a  page  to  one  of  the  high- 
eft  dignities  in  the  empire,  and  poffeffeft  an  eminent  fhare 
of  the  fultan’s  favour,  wilt  not  be  difpleafed  if  Mahmut, 
whom  thou  haft  formerly  honoured  with  thy  friendftiip, 
puts  thee  in  mind  of  fome  qualifications  that  are  requifite 
in  a  favourite.  I  know  thy  abilities  are  great ;  yet  he 
that  walks  on  pinnacles  will  not  refufe  the  affiftance  of 
any  kind  hand  that  offers  it,  nor  tax  a  man  with  prefump- 
tion  for  endeavouring  to  preferve  him  from  a  fall. 

It  will  not  be  fufficient,  that  thou  art  very  zealous  t® 
ferve  the  fultan,  to  aggrandize  his  honour,  and  prop  the 
imperial  dignity  ;  nor  that  thou  art  extremely  accurate  iti 
managing  the  affairs  committed  to  thy  charge  that  thou 
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art  aiTiduGUS  and  extraord-'naiy  careful,  not  addifted  to 
recreations  and  pleafure  ;  that  thou  art  rigoroufly  juft, 
deaf  to  flattery  and  inexorable  to  bribes,  but  in  all  things 
felicitous  for  thy  fovereign’s  intereft  and  greatnefs,  with¬ 
out  any  other  bias,  fave  that  of  untainted  loyalty.  All 
thefe,  I  mull  confei's,  are  great  virtues  in  a  ftatefman 
and  a  favourite,  yet  they  may  become  vices  by  their  ex»- 
cefs  as  well  as  their  defedl ;  and  he  that  fteers  not  his 
courfe  in  the  golden  mean,  may  foon  precipitate  himfelf 
into  ruin.  But  it  is  alfo  neceffary  for  thee  to  have  an 
eye  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  fubjeft,  as  well  as  to  the 
prince’s  prerogative.  It  will  not  be  fafe  to  immolate  the 
people’s  interefts  and  liberties  to  the  humours  and  ca¬ 
prices  of  the  fovercign  ;  neither  will  he  thank  or  reward 
thee  for  fuch  a  dangerous  piece  of  zeal ;  nay,  Ihould  he 
himfelf  command  thee  to  do  any  thing  which  would  in¬ 
trench  on  their  rights  and  privileges,  thou  oaghteft  ra¬ 
ther  to  lliow  thy  fidelity,  in  humbly  remonllrating  to 
him  the  ill  confequences  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  than  by  a 
blind  obedience  to  betray  both  him  and  thyfelf  to  the 
public  odium.  On  thee,  to  be  fure,  it  will  fallen,  how¬ 
ever  thy  mailer  may  efcape,  and  thou  mull  fall  a  vidlim 
to  appeafe  the  iiicenfed  multitude,  and  fave  him  harm* 
lefs. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  d’  Olivarez,  the  late 
miniller  and  favourite  of  the  King  of  Spain.  He  was 
endued  with  all  the  forementioned  vlitues  requifite  in  a 
ftatefman  ;  but  his  immenfe  zeal  to  advance  the  king’s 
prerogative  betrayed  him  to  fuch  mcafures  of  opprcllion 
and  tyranny,  as  were  the  occafion  of  his  ruin. 

The  Spaniards  claim  certain  franchifes  and  Immunities, 
which,  when  granted  them,  they  pay  a  voluntary  ho¬ 
mage  to  the  Callilian  crown.  D’  Olivarez  fought  to  be¬ 
reave  them  of  thefe  their  native  culloms  and  liberties,. 
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which  by  degrees  gave  fo  general  a  dlfguft  to  that  appre- 
heiilive  nation,  that  they  broke  out  into  an  open  rebel¬ 
lion.  Hence  fprung  the  revolt  of  Catalonia  and  Rouffi- 
lion,  and  the  total  defedion  of  Portugal.  He  thought 
by  rigour  to  drive  thefe  people  to  extremes,  making 
them  fall  into  treafon,  and  then  taking  advantage  of 
their  crimes,-  to  make  his  mailer  more  abfolute.  But 
thefe  indired  courfes  never  profpered  ;  and  we  now  fee 
the  Duke  of  Braganza,  by  this  means,,  eftabliflied  in  the 
throne  of  Portugal,  that  kingdom  quite  rent  from  Spain, 
and  the  other  provinces  in  the  hands  of  the  French. 

The  Spaniih  grandees,  fenfible  of  the  mal-adminiilra- 
tion  of  the  favourite  duke,  grew  difgufted,  withdrew 
from  the  couit  and  from  their  charges,  leaving  the  king 
almoll  deilitute  of  attendants  at  home  or  officers  abroad  ; 
yet  none  duril  dlfcover  the  grounds  of  their  difcontent, 
till  the  Conftable  of  Caftile  broke  the  ice  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  occafion  :  The  conftable  is  one  of  the  prime  nobility 
of  Spain,  deducing  his  pedigree  from  a  race  of  kings. 
Him  had  Olivarez  made  his  mortal  enemy,  by  propofing 
a  match  between  a  fon  of  his  and  the  conftable’s  daugh¬ 
ter.  This  fon,  whether  natural  or  only  adopted,  is  not 
certainly  known ;  but  he  had  lived  an  obfcure  and  de¬ 
bauched  life,  not  fo  much  as  taken  notice  of,  unlefs  for 
his  diffolute  manners  and  enormous  crimes,  which  had 
once  expofed  him  to  the  fentence  of  death,  had  he  not 
met  with  better  fortune  than  he  deferved.  All  the  no¬ 
bles  were  highly  difgufted,  when  they  faw  this  prodigal 
owned  by  Olivarez  for  his  natural  fon  and  heir,  invefted 
with  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  kingdom,  and  made 
mafter  of  prodigious  riches,  efpecially  fince  he  was  no¬ 
ways  worthy  of  fuch  preferment,  retaining  ftill  his  form¬ 
er  vices,  and  giving  everywhere  proofs  of  an  abjecl  and 
bafe  genius.  To  fee  fuch  an  one  made  prefident  of  the 
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Indies,  and  at  the  height  of  honour,  in  a  fair  way  to 
fucceed  the  duke  in  the  miniftry,  irritated  the  whole 
court,  and  drove  the  Conilable  of  Caftile  to  impatience. 
He  utterly  refufes  the  matcli,  difdaining  that  his  daugh¬ 
ter  ihould  be  linked  to  fuch  an  upftart ;  he  remonftrates 
to  the  king  the  exorbitant  ambition  of  Olivarez  ;  in  fine, 
being  feconded  by  other  lords  of  the  court,  and  by  let¬ 
ters  from  the  German  Emperor,  he  fo  far  prevailed  on 
the  king,  that  his  eyes  began  to  be  opened,  and  he  now 
clearly  faw,  that  all  the  diforders  of  the  government 
owed  their  origin  to  the  ill  conduft  of  Olivarez  ;  Where¬ 
fore,  taking  the  advice  of  his  faithful  counfellors,  he  ba- 
nifhed  him  the  court,  deprived  him  of  all  authority,  con¬ 
fined  him  firft  to  a  place  not  far  from  Madrid,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Thoro,  a  city  in  Old  Caftile. 

Thus  fell  that  great  miiiiftcr  through  ]){s  own  ambi¬ 
tion  to  rife  ;  fecking  by  unwarrantable  methods  to  fecure 
his  mafter’s  favour,  he  incurred  the  height  of  his  dif- 
pleafure,  and  brought  upon  his  own  head  an  irrecoverable 
difgraee  and  ruin. 

I  fend  thee  this  example  as  a  teftinfiony  of  my  friend- 
ftiip  and  fidelity,  and  that  thou  m.aycft  inform  the  divan 
of  the  true  grounds  of  this  man’s  misfortune.  The  king 
has  now  taken  the  reins  of  government  into  his  own 
hands,  though  it  is  thought  too  late. 

I  wifti  thee  an  increafe  of  virtues  and  happinefs,  and 
that  thv  moderation  may  keep  thee  ftedfaft  in  the  fultan’s 
favour. 

Paris,  4tli  of  tl.-e  iith  Mcen,  of  the  Year  16^4- 
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XXIII. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

Jt  is,  thou  kr.oweft,  a  confiderable  time  fince  I  was 
love-fmkten  with  the  beautiful  Daria,  who  was  fair  as 
an  angel,  and  difcreet  above  any  mortal  creature.  It  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  the  beauty  of  her  mind,  or  that  of 
her  body,  ftruck  deepeft  impreffion  on  my  foul.  How 
long  were  the  nights  and  how  fhort  my  {lumbers,  and 
what  a  general  diftraftion  of  thoughts  was  I  in  !  I  could 
not  abide  my  chamber,  and,  when  I  went  out,  no  other 
place  could  pleafe  me.  I  knew  not  what  I  faid  or 
thought,  whether  I  dreamed  or  was  really  awake,  ftood 
or  fat,  went  backwards  or  forwards,  all  poftures  and 
places  being  alike,  feeing  none  of  them  could  afford  me 
the  relief  I  fought  after. 

I  imagined  no  lefs,  but  that  I  muft  thus  languilh  on  ; 
yet  I  find,  that  time  and  abfence  have  at  length  made 
way  for  rcafon.  Marvel  not,  dear  Oglou,  I  have  fufifer- 
ed  thefe  tranfports.  Our  pallions  are  not  in  our  power  ; 
we  cannot  loVc  and  hate  when  and  whom  we  pleafe. 
There  is  a  conformity  of  blood,  wherein  the  ftars,  they 
fay,  work  wonders.  It  is  true,  no  man  can  love  and 
be  wile  at  the  fame  time  ;  but,  prithee,  tell  me,  didfl 
ever  know  any  wila  man,  who  was  not  one  time  or 
other  in  love  ?  Remember  thine  own  pafiion  for  the 
fame  objeift,  which  will  make  tliee  the  eafier  to  excufe 
mine.  I  will  tell  thee  a  flory,  which  I  have  fomewhere 
read  ;  which,  if  it  does  not  palliate,  yet  will  not  aggra¬ 
vate  my  weakiiefs. 

A  certain  country  man  having  loft  his  afs,  came  to  the 
muezin,  or  cryer,  defiring  him  to  give  notice  at  the  door 
of  one  of  their  mofques  ;  which  he  did  for  three  feveral 
fcftivals.  But  no  new's  being  heard  of  the  animal,  the 
owner  urged  the  muezin  to  continue  his  former  pra- 
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clam?t!ons,  witli  the  reward  of  a  fat  pig  to  the  finder. 
The  muezin  being  an  arch  wag,  and  tired  with  the 
fellow’s  importunity,  one  day,  when  the  ceremonies  of 
their  fuperllitioLis  worfhip  was  ended,  and  people  flocked 
amain  out  of  the  mofque,  he  made  this  following  pro¬ 
clamation  :  “  If  there  be  any  man  here  amongfl;  you, 
w'ho  will  come  forth,  and  folemnly  profefs,  he  never  was 
in  love,  he  fhall  have  a  fat  pig.” 

An  ungainly,  loobily  fellow,  who  was  leaning  liftening 
on  his  ftaff,  bawled  out,  “  That  he  could  fafely  take 
his  oath,  he  was  the  perfon  who  had  never  been  in  love.” 
Whereupon  the  muezin  taking  him  by  the  fleeve,  prefents 
him  to  the  country  man,  fayiug,  “  Here,  friend,  I  have 
found  your  afs,.  the  pig  is  mine.” 

Rejoice  with  me  for  the  recovery  of  my  liberty,  and 
believe  an  experienced  man,  when  he  tells  thee,  that  a 
man’s  love  to  his  friend,  though  it  be  not  fo  violent  and 
llrong  as  that  to  his  miftrefs,  yet  is  more  folid  and 
lading. 

Paris,  rath  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXIV. — To  the  Invincible  Visier  Azem,  at  the  Porte'. 

• 

Since  thou,  who  art  the  centre  and  fource  of  all  dignity, 
haft  drawn  back  one  ray  of  honour  into  thyfelf,  whofe 
emanation  before  made  fome  of  thy  flaves  illuftrious,  with 
the  title  and  power  of  captain  baffa  4  fince  thou  thyfelf, 
I  fay,  who  art  always  generaliffimo  by  land,  vouchfafeft 
alio  at  tliis  junfture  to  become  baffa  of  tire  fea,  I  wilh 
that  both  elements  may  prove  propitious  to  thee,  and 
fate  crown  thy  arms  with  the  height  of  fuccefs.  May 
the  King  of  the  waters  proclaim  a  nefiraum  wherever 
thou  faileft,  and  may  the  winds  pay  homage  to  the 
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banner  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  In  a  word,  may  yield¬ 
ing  waves  and  timely  gales  convey  thee  fafe  and  pro- 
fperous  to  Venice,  and  may  fortune  always  attend  that 
courage,  which  never  forfook  thee  when  thy  mafter’s 
honour  lay  at  Hake. 

The  empire  of  the  Ofmans  Is  highly  obliged  to  pro¬ 
vidence,  for  fuch  a  valiant  and  experienced  leader  of 
their  armies.  There  is  need  of  the  refolution  of  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great  to  encounter  with  all  the  formidable 
difficulties  and  hazards  of  this  war-.  Thou  art  not 
marching  againll  the  foft  and  effeminate  Perfians,  men 
drowned  in  the  luxurious  debaucheries  of  Aha,  and  ener¬ 
vated  by  continual  voluptuoufnefs ;  but  thou  muff  com¬ 
bat  with  the  fierce  Rafcians,  hardy  Servians,  the  valiant 
inhabitants  of  Dalmatia  and  Iftria,  men  inured  to  toils 
and  fatigues,  and  Heeled  in  blood  and  daughter.  I  tell 
thee,  there  is  no  Hate  in  the  world  that  takes  more  care 
to  breed  her  fubjedls  up  in  all  the  difcipline  of  war,  than 
this  republic.  Thou  hall  heard  of  the  famous  arfeual  of 
Venice  ;  wilt  thou  believe  what  Adonai  the  Jew  has 
told  me,  concerning  that  nurfery  of  war  ?  He  is  newly 
come  from  thence,  and  fays,  tliat  this  arfenal  alone  is 
half  a  league  in  circuit  ;  that  there  is  but  one  gate  and 
cliarmel  into  it,  by  which  their  veffels  pafs  in  and  out  ; 
that  in  this  place,  as  in  a  femlnary,  are  bred  up  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  Haves,  who  are  a  little  commonwealth 
by  thcmfelves.  Some  of  thefe  are  employed  all  the  year 
round,  in  making  galleys,  galleaffes,  pinnaces,  brigantines, 
and  other  ftipping,  with  all  materials  belonging  to  them, 
as  mafis,  oars,  &c.  Others  make  bullets,  chains,  anchors, 
cannon,  and  all  kinds  of  artillery.  A  third  fort  arc 
bufied  in  making  ropes,  fails,  (hrouds,  and  fuch  like  naval 
implements. 

He  fays  moreover,  that  in  this  magazine  are  contained,, 
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4c, COO  pifl-ols,  200, cco  daggers,  60, coo  partizans,  ja¬ 
velins  icOjOCO,  crofs-bows  30,000,  long-bows  50,000, 
with  500,000  fwords  ;  mulkets  200,000,  loco  cannon, 
as  many  fakers,  500  culverins.  All  thefe  are  preferved 
as  a  treafure  of  war,  befides  infinite  quantities  of  all 
manner  of  weapons  and  ammunitions,  which  are  daily 
earned  from  hence  to  furuilh  their  fliips  by  fea,  and 
their  armies  and  forts  by  land.  Thou  wilt  conclude 
from  hence,  that  this  is  a  wife  and  martial  nation,  and 
that  the  conqueft  of  Venice  will  coft  much  fweat  and 
blood. 

Wilt  thou  hear  what  this  Jew  fays  of  their  pul»lic 
buildings,  which  are  all  mad^  of  the  bell  marble  ?  He 
counts  fixty-fix  parifh  churches,  fifty-two  monafieries, 
lix-and-twenty  nunneries,  eighteen  chapels,  feventeen  hof- 
pitals,  and  fix  fchools.  He  numbers  fifty-fix  courts  of 
juftice,  ten  gates  of  brafs,  four  hundred  and  fifty  ftoiie 
bridges,  eighty  thoufand  boats,  which  cannot  be  ferved 
with  lefs  than  double  that  number  of  watermen.  The 
inhabitants  of  thisj  city  are  computed  to  be  800,900.  By 
all  this,  thou  may  eft  comprehend  the  greatnefs  and 
wealth  of  this  republic,  and  that  it  is  no  inglorious  enter- 
prife  to  carry  on  a  war  againft  it. 

Thefe  infidels  give  public  toleration  to  harlots,  which 
is  praffifed  not  only  in  this  city,  but  all  over  Italy,  and 
brings  a  vaft  revenue  into  the  treafury.  The  whores- 
pence  of  Venice  is  faid  to  amount  yearly  to  100,000 
zecliins. 

The  multitude  of  Jews  does  alfo  mightily  enrich  that 
city,  who  have  no  lefs  than  nine  fynagogues  there. 
They  arc  mafters  of  infinite  wealth,  and  engroft  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Levantine  traffic,  whereby  Venice 
is  become  fuperlatively  wealthy,  and  has  acquired  the 
epithet  of  rich.  This  is  grown  a  fafhion  in  Italy,  that 
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every  city  has  its  peculiar  title,  as,  Rome  tlie  Holy^ 
Padua  the  Learned,  Milan  the  Great,  Naples  the  Proud, 
and  Venice  the  rich. 

One  thing  extremely  pleafes  me,  and  had  it  not  a  (how 
of  idolatry,  I  could  not  but  applaud  it,  as  an  argument 
of  the  generofity  of  this  ftate.  Adonia  tells  me,  that 
there  are  no  lefs  than  165  marble,  and  23  brazen  llatues, 
erefted  by  the  order  and  at  the  charges  of  this  republic, 
in  honour  of  the  like  number  of  valiant  foldiers,  who 
have  merited  well  of  the  public.  This  is  an  efficacious 
encouragement  to  others,  a  fpur  to  virtue,  the  cherilher 
of  martial  ardour  :  And  Venice  herein  feems  to  imitate 
the  gratitude  of  ancient  Rome,  which  never  {pared  any 
coft  to  honour  her  heroes,  and  render  their  memory  im¬ 
mortal. 

God  grant  thee  vidlory  over  thefe  Infidels,  that  at  thy 
return,  laden  with  the  Venetian  fpoils,  tliou  mayeft  re¬ 
joice  in  the  royal  carefTes  and  favour  of  our  glorious 
lultan,  and  that  not  only  Cortflantinople,  but  all  the 
Ottoman  empire,  may  celebrate  Arlumphs^or  the  fuccefs 
of  thy  arms. 

Paris,  of  the  nth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXV. — To  Dgnet  Oglou. 

It  appears  by  thy  melancholy  letter  thou  haft  not  for¬ 
got  the  lofs  thou  formerly  fuftained  by  fire,  but  ftill  con* 
tinueft  to  difturb  thyfelf  with  difmal  apprehenfions  of 
fpending  thy  days  in  ignominious  poverty.  I  am  afraid 
thou  didft  fet  thy  heart  too  much  on  thy  wealth,  which 
makes  thee  fo  uneafy  under  thy  misfortune.  Perhaps 
thy  money  was  thy  mafter,  and  God,  in  removing  it 
from  thee,  has  made  thee  free,  and  thereby  fitted  thee 
for  the  contemplation  of  the  univerfe. 


25® 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  BY 


Vol.  IIv 


Never  fear  want  ;  the  fame  providence  which  took 
care  of  thee  before  thou  cameft  into  the  world,  will 
never  be  wanting  to  thee  now  thou  art  in  it.  It  is  but 
a  little  that  we  need,  and  it  will  not  be  losig,  before  it 
will  be  impofTible  for  us  to  want  any  thing.  Poverty 
never  n.eets  tlie  thinking  and  indullrious  j  and  a  man 
may  fatisl’y  nature,  without  the  leaft  obligation  to  for¬ 
tune,  who,  when  die  feems  moll  angry  with  us,  icarce 
ever  denies  us  ncceffaries.  The  belly,  indeed,  is  a  trcublc- 
fome  creditor,  yet  is  quieted  vvith  a  little.  Seneca  tci's 
us,  that  Epicurus  confined  himfelf  to  a  narrower  allow¬ 
ance  than  that  of  the  fevereft  prifons  to  the  moft  heinous 
offender  ;  and  found  himfelf  at  eaie  too  in  a  Itricler  diet, 
than  any  man  in  the  word  condition  needs  to  fear.  But 
the  mifery  of  it  is,  we  are  governed  in  all  things  by 
opinion,  and  every  thing  is  to  us  as  we  think  it  to  be. 

The  fame  great  man  tells  us  of  one  Apicius,  who 
poifoned  himfelf  for  fear  of  flarving,  when  he  had  tvvO' 
hundred  and  fifty  piafters  in  his  coffers.  And  another 
more  modern  philofopher  relates,  that  a  rich  man,  an 
acquaintance  of  his,  falling  mad,  fnatched  up  a  draw,  and. 
complained  he  mult  perifii  with  hunger,,  for  he  faw  there 
was  no  grain  in  the  empty  hufles. 

It  is  faid  of  the  Emperor  Galba,  that  he  was  wont  to. 
wccD,  when  he  faw  his  table  better  covered  than  ordi- 
nary.  And  I  have  read  of  a  certain  Chrillian  mufti,  who 
was  fo  w'retchedly  covetous,,  that  he  would  fteal  privately 
into  the  great  mofque  of  Rome,  and  put  out  the  lamps 
there  to  fave  charges. 

But  methinks,  I  hear  thee  murmuring  me  an  anfwer, 
that  this  was  never  thy  humour  ;  and  thefe  citations 
make  little  imprefiion  on  a  man,  that  has  had  his  houfe 
and  goods  burnt,  and  narrowly  efcaped  in  his  own 
perfon. 
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Shall  I  tell  thee  then,  what  happened  lately  in  thefe  . 
parts,  which  will  perhaps  make  thee  more  contented, 
and  thankful  for  thy  life,  feeing  what  was  thefe  poor 
peoples  lot,  might  have  been  thine. 

Certain  conOderable  merchants  coming  to  this  town, 
and  lodging  at  an  inn,  not  far  from  my  quarters,  the 
houfe  being  full  of  guefts,  they  were  forced  to  be  content 
wdth  an  upper  room,  where,  entertaining  one  another 
with  pleafant  difcourfe,  to  pafs  away  the  time  till  fupper, 
on  a  fudden  the  kitchen  was  all  in  a  flame,  unfortunately 
increafed  with  combuftible  matter  lying  near  the  chim¬ 
ney  ;  fome  fay,  there  wa-s  great  quantity  of  oil  and  gun¬ 
powder,  (an  odd  llorehoufe  to  lay  fuch  commodities  in). 
However,  the  fire  appeared  fo  fuddenly  and  violently, 
that  in  a  moment  all  the  floor  under  them  was  feezed 
w'itk  it. 

Thefe  gentlemen,  who  were  two  ftoreys  high,  in  a 
chamber  towards  the  ftreet,  as  foon  as  they  heard  the 
cry  of  fire,  began  to  make  towards  their  trunks  and 
portmanteaus,  wdiich  were  locked  up  in  a  large  coffer, 
the  key  of  which  hung  at  their  hollefs’s  girdle.  They 
were  for  going  down  to  fetch  it,  but  the  fire  had  in  a 
manner  confumed  all  beneath  them..  Whilfl;  they  were 
bufied  in  trying  to  break  open  the  coffer,  and  to  take 
out  every  man  his  own,  their  chamber  became  inftantly 
fo  full  of  fmoke,  as  w’as  like  to  choke  them.  They 
could  neither  fave  themfelves  by  going  up  or  dorvn,  the 
houfe  being  all  over  in  a  flame.  Moreover,  their  neigh¬ 
bours  feeing  their  own  houfes  in  danger,  were  fo  con¬ 
cerned  for  themfelves,  that  they  had  no  time  to  pity 
others ;  fo  that  few  people  attempted  to  fuccour  thefe 
poor  gentlemen,  who,  on  their  fide,  endeavoured  with 
great  pieces  of  w'ood  to  force  a  palfage  ;  but  the  walls 
and  windows  were  too  ftrong  to  give  way  to  their  efforts. 
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being  fcc’jred  with  thick  iron  bars,  faftened  in  the  ftones. 
In  this  lamentable  condition,  having  this  inexorable  flame 
before  their  eyes,  which  had  already  feized  on  the  cham- 
her,  tearing  the  hair  of  their  heads,  and  flamplng  on  the 
ground,  they  fent  forth  fuch  dreadful  flirieks  as  moved 
all  that  heard  them  to  extreme  compafiion. 

They  threw  their  gold  and  filver  into  the  ftrcets  in 
vain,  crying  for  help  ;  the  fire  being  fo  increafed,  that 
before  the  people  could  bring  ladders  and  other  inftju- 
ments  to  break  a  way  into  the  chamber,  thefe  poor 
wretches  miferably  perilhed  in  the  flames. 

Thank  God  thou  had  ftill  thy  life  and  fenfes  ;  turn 
thefe  lad  the  right  way,  and  thou  wilt  find  thou  haft  loft 
nothing. 

Paris,  of  the  Ii:h  Moon,  of  the  Year  1(144. 


XXVI. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Seentary  of  iJie 
Ottoman  Empire. 

The  Spaniards  are  the  proudeft  people  in  the  world. 
They  ftrut  like  cranes  as  they  go  along  the  flreets,  and 
walk  by  rules  of  geometry.  Here  are  many  of  them  in 
this  city,  fince  the  revolt  of  Catalonia  and  Roulnlion. 
The  French  accufe  them  of  uncomplaifance  and  iil  man¬ 
ners,  in  that  they  will  not  change  their  habit  or  gait,  in 
a  country  fo  averfe  from  formality. 

They  are  extremely  addidled  to  rhodomontados,  as 
thou  w’ilt  eafily  guefs  by  this  which  follows  :  Lewis 
XIII.  alking  a  Spanifti  officer,  w'ho  was  a  prifoncr  of 
war,  “  Why  the  Kings  of  Spain  went  not  in  perfon  to 
the  wars,  as  the  kings  of  France  ?”  he  anfwered,  “  If 
the  king,  my  mafter,  fliould  lead  his  owm  army  into  the 
field,  the  whole  earth  would  tremble  under  him.” 
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Another  being  afleed,  “  Why  the  Spanifli  King  in  his 
ftyle,  boafted,  that  the  fun  was  his  helmet,”  reph’ed, 
“  Becaufe  that  luminary  never  fets  on  all  my  maker’s 
territories.”  But  the  Frenchman  wittily  retorted,  “  He 
will  neither  fet  nor  rife  on  any  of  your  maker’s  dominions 
e’er  long,  if  the  great  Lewis  goes  on  with  his  con- 
quefts.” 

Indeed,  to  pafs  from  jell  to  earnell,  this  viclorious 
king  continually  pares  away  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
Spanilh  Mionarehy.  I  have  acquainted  the  minillers  of 
the  divan  with  the  mod  important  palfages  of  this  war, 
except  the  taking  of  Graveling,  which  I  did  not  then 
think  fo  confiderable  a  place,  as  I  am  fince  informed  it 
is.  It  is  a  fea  town,  lying  on  the  northern  Ihore  of 
France,  and  commanding  the  narrow  feas  between  the 
continent  and  England.  Some  fay,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  towns  in  Europe.  The  French  King,  by  the 
conquell  of  this  place,  is  in  a  condition  to  give  the  law 
by  fea  to  the  northern  nations. 

The  great  God,  who  protedls  the  Ottoman  empire, 
fet  limits  to  the  conquefts  of  this  Chriftian  king,  and  fo 
continue  the  wars  of  thefe  infidel  princes,  that  neither 
any  of  them  may  be  in  a  condition,  iror  all  of  them  to¬ 
gether  be  agreed,  to  make  head  againft  the  aims  of  our 
invincible  fultan. 

Paris,  3d  of  the  ijth  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXVII. — To  Dicheu  Hussein  Bassa. 

T  Hou  had  already  in  the  Divan  heard  of  the  prcfent 
convulfions  of  the  Englllh  date.  I  communicated  to  the 
Vifier  Azem  what  intelligences  I  had  received  of  the 
troubles  of  that  kingdom  ;  bcfides,  the  imperial  city  is 
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full  of  ftrangers  of  all  nations,  who  maintain  correfpond- 
ences  with  their  feveral  refpeftive  countries  ;  whence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  whatfoever  is  done  in  the  moil  re- 
m.ote  corners  of  the  earth,  is  foon  known  to  the  minifters 
of  the  Sublime  Porte,  which  is  the  fanftuary  of  the  whole 
world.  But  I  lhall  gratify  thee  in  unveiling  the  interior 
of  thofe  events  which  have  made  fuch  a  noife.  Thou  art 
naturally  curious  in  thy  refearches,  and  I  fiiall  prefent 
thee  with  fome  additional  remarks  which  I  have  made  oiv 
the  Engliih  affairs  fince  I  wrote  to  the  fupreme  minifter 
on  that  fubjedf. 

I  acquainted  him,  that  the  late  Cardinal  Richlieu  had 
a  hand  in  embroiling  that  ifland,  as  he  had  in  exciting, 
the  tumults  of  Catalonia,  and  promoting  the  revolution 
of  Portugal.  The  part  which  he  adfed  was-  by  proxy.. 
He  had  his  agents  there,  to  blow  up  into  a  flame  the 
fparks  which  lay  fmothering  in  the  breads  of  that  difcon- 
tented  people.  Thofe  of  the  Latin  church  refledt  on  it 
as  a  judgment  on  the  Englifh  nation,  that  they  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  free  from  confpiracies,  feditions  and  rebellions, 
fince  the  time  they  fhook  off  their  obedience  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  mufti,  which  was  in  the  days  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
as  if  that  revolt  in  point  of  religion  had  been  the  fource 
of  all  the  following  tumults  and  dlforders  in  the  ftate.  It 
is  certain  religion  has  great  influence  on  men’s  morals, 
and  where  a  liberty  of  innovating  is  once  allowed,  it 
makes  continued  progreffions.  Some  French  antiquaries 
fay,  that  the  EngHOr  embraced  the  Roman  communion 
for  the  fpace  of  feven  hundred  years,  and  that  during  fo 
long  a  time  they  never  had  any  civil  wars,  but  fuch  as 
were  made  on  the  account  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  ;• 
but  that  after  they  had  ehanged  their  faith,  they  were 
always  refllefs,  ftill  hatching  fome  alteration  in  the  go¬ 
vernment.  I  know  not  bow  far  thefe  obfervations  are- 
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juftifiable,  men  being  generally  partial  to  their  own  caufe  ; 
but  the  prefent  ftirs  in  that  ifland  feem  to  owe  their  in.- 
creafe,  if  not  their  birth,  to  the  latitude  which  the  fub- 
jedls  take  in  matters  of  confcience.  Whilfl.  every  man 
carves  out  to  himfclf  fuch  a  religion  as  beft  pleafes  him^ 
without  being  accountable  to  the  date,  or  paying  any  tri¬ 
bute,  as  is  the  pradice  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  hence  it 
is  few  men’s  ambition  to  conform  to  the  religion  of  the 
prince,  but  every  fefl  endeavours- to  perfuade  both  prince 
and  people  to  fubfciibe  to  their  fcntiments ;  and  the  moft 
potent  party  threatens  all  the  reft  with  the  ill  confequenccs 
of  war,  in  cafe  their  tenets  be  not  eftablifhed.  Among 
all  the  religions  which  divide  the  inhabitants  of  that  iftand, 
there  is  none  for  which  they  have  fo  general  an  averfion 
as  that  which  they  call  the- Roman  Catholic,  though  it 
were  once  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country.  .This 
is  now  become  the  public  eye-fore  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
fedfs,  though  they  are  at  immortal  difference  with  each 
other,  yet  all  join  heart  and  hand  to  oppofe  this  common 
bugbear.  The  French  fay,  that  the  Proteftants  are  like 
the  Englifh  maftiffs,  two  of  which  I  remember  were  pre- 
fented  to  Sultan  Amurath  by  the  French  ambafiador, 
with  this  charadler  of  them,  “  That  though,  when  they 
quarrelled,  they  will  fight  with  each  other  to  death,  yet, 
ftiould  a  bear  be  let  loofe  upon  them  in  the  midft  and 
heat  of  their  fury,  they  would  foon  become  friends,  and 
turn  the  battle  upon  their  favage  enemy.”  Such,  they 
fay,  is  the  humour  of  the  Englifli  feftaries ;  and  the  fac¬ 
tious  have  improved  it  fo  far  as  to  fallen  the  odium  of 
the  vulgar  on  the  king  himfelf,  by  fuggefting,  that  he 
defigns  to  introduce  the  Roman  religion  into  that  coun- 
,  try,  whereas,  according  to  the  relation  of  travellers  and 
knowing,  men,  he  is  a  zealous  Proteftant.  This  is  the 
pretence  of  taking  up  arms  agaliift  him  ;  an  artifice  by 
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which  rebellion  is  generally  ufhered  in,  whilft  the  defence 
of  religion  is  made  a  cloak  for  facrilege  and  treafon. 

The  infidels  have  found  out  a  way  to  divide  a  man 
from  himfelf  by  metaphyfical  niceties  ;  a  fcience  wherein 
the  true  believers  are  happily  Ignorant.  They  are  a£lu- 
ally  in  arms  againft  their  fovereign,  yet  they  declare  they 
fight  for  him,  maintaining  their  rebellion  by  this  fophi- 
ftr}',  that  they  fight  againft  his  natural  perfon  to  defend 
his  political,  as  if  they  could  feparate  one  from  the  other. 
Some  thinking  men  fay,  it  is  well  if  they  do  not  divorce 
his  foul  from  his  body  by  the  help  of  thefe  juggling  di. 
ftinftions. 

His  viceroy  in  Ireland  has  already  loft  his  head,  for  no 
other  crime  but  his  loyalty  to  his  mafter,  who  is  blamed 
for  giving  confent  to  the  exetuiion  of  fo  faithful  a  mini- 
ftcr  :  Yet  the  curious  pretend  to  trace  the  footfteps  of 
juftice  in  this  man’s  deftiny,  fines  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the 
fame  democratic  principles  v.diereof  he  had  formerly  been 
a  zealous  patron,  having  been  obferved  to  be  once  a  great 
oppofer  cf  the  royal  prerogative.  If  this  be  true,  it  feems 
as  if  Nemefis  herfelf  had  brought  him  to  his  punilhmenf. 

Thou  wilt  wonder  at  the  prefurnption  of  thefe  people 
in  diveftirig  the  king  of  the  military  power  by  fea  and 
land,  and  aifuming  it  themfelves,  efpecially  vvheii  thou 
confidereft,  that  this  is  the  effentlal  prerogative  of  fove- 
reignty,  without  which  it  is  but  an  empty  title. 

Our  invincible  fultans  are  polfeHed  of  fuch  an  uncon- 
troulable  authority  as  cannot  be  transferred  to  any  fub- 
jeft,  or  to  all  the  fubjedts  of  fo  vaft  an  empire  put  toge¬ 
ther,  but  is  only  communicated  at  the  imperial  pleafure, 
as  rays  from  the  fun,  whofe  emanations,  though  they  are 
immenfe  and  infinite,  yet  do  they  not  in  the  leaft  dimi- 
nllh  or  weaken  that  immortal  fountain  of  light.  •  But  the 
E'lglifli  have  not  that  veneration  for  their  prince  as  is 
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found  in  the  muffulmans  ;  they  efleem  him  but  the  truf- 
tee  of  the  commonwealth,  the  creature  of  the  populace, 
having  imbibed  the  principles  of  Ariftotle,  Cato,  and 
ether  democratic  philofophcrs,  who  teach,  that  the  fove- 
reign  power  is  originally  in  the  people,  and  but  tranfmit- 
ted  from  them  to  the  prince,  by  way  of  deputation  and 
credence.  My  letter  to  the  prime  vifier  will  inform  thee 
what  the  Englifli  parliament  is.  At  this  time,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  it  confifts  for  the  moft  part  of  men  of  this  ftamp  ; 
yet  they  do  not  openly  profefs  thefe  antimonarchic  te¬ 
nets,  but,  under  the  malic  of  loyalty,  amufe  the  credu-, 
lous  multitude  with  fpecious  pretences  of  making  the 
king  the  mofl  glorious  monarch,  and  his  fubjefts  the  hap- 
pieft  people  in  the  world  ;  But  it  is  thought  he  will  ra¬ 
ther  confide  in  his  arras,  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the 
proteclion  of  God,  than  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  any  longer 
cajolled  by  their  falfe  rhetoric. 

He  has  given  them  battle  once,  wherein  they  fay  the 
vidtory  was  in  an  even  balance,  and  neither  fide  could 
claim  it. 

The  rebels  have  put  to  death  the  Englilh  mufti,  whom 
tliey  call  the  Archbifhop.  They  flruck  off  his  head  with 
an  axe  in  the  open  ftreet,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  firfl; 
moon  of  the  year  1643. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  fhall  relate  to  thee  a 
paffage  which  happened  in  this  king’s  infancy,  worthy 
of  remark.  In  former  ages,  there  were  a  fort  of  philo- 
fophers  or  prophets  in  England,  whom  they  called  Druids 
and  Bards.  Thefe  inftrufted  the  people  in  the  belief  of 
a  God,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  other  principles 
of  natural  religion.  They  foretold  things  to  come,  and 
had  acquired  fo  great  a  reputation,  that  the  kings  of  that 
country  would  undertake  no  affair  of  moment  till  they 
had  firfl  confulted  thefe  oracles.  It  is  faid  there  are  yet 
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Kving  fome  of  that  prophetic  race  in  the  mountains  of 
Scotland,  one  of  which,  a  man  of  great  fanftity  and  wif- 
dom,  being  an  hundred-and-twenty  years  old,  came  to 
vifit  this  king’s  father,  at  which  time  he  faw  this  king, 
being  then  an  Infant,  in  his  nurfe’s  arms,  whilft  his  elder 
brother  and  heir  of  the  crown  flood  by.  The  old  man, 
after  his  compliments  to  the  father,  takes  the  infant  prince 
in  his  arms,  and  bellows  his  benedidlion  on  it  in  thefe 
terms  :  “  Hail,  royal  babe,  heir  of  the  two  crowns ;  thou 
fhalt  reign  a  long  time  happily,  but  in  the  end  a  fleur- 
de-luce  fhall  be  thy  bane.”  The  noblei  that  were  pre- 
fent  thinking  that  the  extremity  of  age  had  bereaved  him 
of  his  reafon,  were  ready  to  thrull  him  away,  offering  to 
take  the  child  from  him,  and  telling  him,  “  That  he  mif- 
took,  for  this  was  not  the  heir  of  the  crown,  but  his  bro¬ 
ther  who  flood  by but  he,  with  a  compofed  look  and 
an  affured  carriage,  made  anfwer,  “  That  what  he  fpoke 
w'as  truth  adding  withal,  “  That  the  elder  brother 
Ihould  die  before  his  father,  and  tlrat  this  lliould  live  to 
inherit  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England.”  The 
event  has  made  good  fome  part  of  his  prophecy,  for  his 
elder  brother  died  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  he  at  this 
day  poffefles  thofe  two  kingdoms  ;  but  how  the  fleur-de- 
luce  fhall  be  his  bane,  time  mull  evince.  It  is  thought 
that  by  it  is  meant  the  French  king,  becaufe  that  is  the 
arms  of  the  royal  blood  of  France.  It  is°  hard  to  deter¬ 
mine  of  future  events  ;  yet  there  are  fome,  who,  obferv- 
ing  the  Influence  which  this  court  has  had  on  the  Englifh 
commotions,  and  how  far  Cardinal  Rlchlieu  has  engaged 
King  Lewis  XIII.  in  revenging  the  affronts  which  were 
given  to  his  filler,  the  Queen  of  England,  by  that  inhof- 
pltable  nation,  make  no  difficulty  of  interpreting  this  pro- 
phecv,  but  conclude,  that  the  unfortunate  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  will  at  length  fall  a  vidlim  to  the  French  refentments, 
though  his  own  fubjedls  be  inflrumental  to  his  ruin. 
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I  will  continue  my  intelligence  of  the  Englifh  affairs  as 
I  receive  them.  In  the  mean  while,  I  pray  the  great 
God  to  proteft  the  muffulman  empire  from  fedltion  and 
treafon,  and  keep  the  fubjefts  of  Sultan  Ibrahim  in  their 
due  obedience. 

Paris,  15th  of  the  lath  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644. 


XXVIII. — To  Bajazet  Ali  Hogia,  Preacher  to  the 
Seraglio. 

JH[ere  are  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  weftern  parts  infinite 
numbers  of  people,  who  not  only  defpife  and  vilify  our 
law,  but  their  own,  and  openly  feoff  at  all  religions  ia 
the  world.  Thefe  are  known  by  tlie  name  of  Libertines 
or  Atheifts,  which  is  to  fay,  people  that  profefs  them- 
felves  enemies  to  the  Belief  of  a  God  ;  a  lewd  and  un¬ 
thinking  herd  of  animals,  who  dare  not  be  alone,  left  they 
fhould  come  to  the  remembrance  of  themfelves,  and  be 
wifer. 

Thefe  people  are  in  fome  fort  like  Ninus,  that  great 
Affyrian  monarch,  who  vaunted  he  never  faw  the  ftars, 
nor  defired  it ;  worfhipped  neither  fun  nor  moon,  never 
fpoke  to  his  people,  nor  cook  any  account  of  them,  but 
was  valiant  in  eating  and  drinking. 

He  was  faid  to  have  this  infeription  on  his  tomb  : 

I  was  formerly 
NINUS, 

The  great  lord  of  the  world. 

And  lived  as  thou  doft. 

But  am  now  nothing  but  dull. 

All  the  meat  I  have  eaten. 

All  the  handfome  women  I  have  enjoyed, 

All  the  worlhip  that  was  paid  me, 
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And  all  the  riches  I  was  poffcffed  of. 

Have  failed  me ; 

And  when  I  fet  forward 
From  this  -zoorld  Into  the  iiavifible  Hat:, 

I  had 

Neither  gold,  nor  horfc,  nor  chariot. 

I  am  now,  I  fay, 

But  the  duH  thou  treadell  on. 

Such  aaother  was  Sardanapalus,  one  of  the  fiiccefibrs 
of  Ninus  in  that  monarchy,  and  in  the  corruption  of  his 
manners ;  an  effeminate  prince,  a  flave  to  his  lulls,  and 
not  worthy  of  an  Imperial  crown.  It  was  not  to  his  vir¬ 
tue  or  courage  that  Nineveh  was  obliged  for  fullalning  a 
fiege  of  eight-and-twenty  moons,  but  to  the  im.pregnable 
ftrength  of  her  own  walls ;  for  fo  foon  as  he  was  told 
that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled,  and  that  the  river  Euphrates 
was  joined  in  league  with  his  enemies,  and  had,  by  an 
unufual  flood,  broke  down  a  confiderable  part  of  the  walls 
in  which  he  trulled,  all  his  braverr  vanilhed,  he  Ihowed 
he  was  a  coward,  and  killed  himfelf  for  fear  of  death  : 
Yet  fuch  was  the  fordid  impotence  of  his  fpirit,  that  even 
in  this  way  he  durll  not  die  alone,  but  taking  his  concu¬ 
bines  and  ncareft  attendants,  with  all  his  gold  and  jewels, 
he  forced  them  to  accompany  him  into  the  hollow  of  a 
funeral  pile,  which  he  fired  with  his  own  hands,  and  burnt 
his  fervants  with  himfelf.  I  do  not  elleem  it  an  elFedf  of 
courage  to  make  death  a  fanftuary  from  the  Inevitable 
miferles  of  a  hated  life  ;  but  to  be  either  willing  to  die 
in  the  height  of  human  enjoyments,  or  to  be  refolved  to 
live  and  outbrave  thefe  very  calamities  which  would  tempt 
any  man  to  die,  is  the  peculiar  marks  of  an  heroic  refo- 
lutlon. 

However,  thus  died  Sardanapalus,  having  defired  that 
a  monument  might  be  eredled  to  his  memory,  with  this 
infcription : 
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SARDANAPALUS 
Lived  much  in  a  little  time, 

Having  always  gratified  his  fenfes  : 

He  built  two  citier, 

Anchiala  and  Tarfus, 

In  one  day ; 

Performed  the  talk  of  many  years 
In  four-and-twenty  hours : 

Advifes  thee,  reader,  to  imitate  his  example; 

Eat,  drink,  and  enjoy  thyfelf, 

For 

After  death  there  is  neither  pleafure  nor  pain, 

Tliefe  were  but  pignlies  in  atheifm  in  comparifon  of 
others.  Dionyfius,  the  Sicilian  monarch,  was  a  giant  in 
infidelity.  He  not  only  committed  facrilege,  but  made 
it  his  paRime.  He  drolled  upon  the  gods  while  he  rob¬ 
bed  their  temples,  into  which  he  never  entered  without 
a  jeR,  nor  departed  from  their  altars  without  a  fatire. 
He  put  a  woollen  garment  on  the  image  of  Jupiter  O- 
lympius,  inflead  of  the  golden  robe  with  which  King  Hi- 
ero  had  clothed  it,  and  excufed  the  facrilege  by  faying, 
“  Exchange  was  no  robbery,”  and  “  That  he  confultcd 
the  eafe  and  health  of  the  god  both  for  fummer  and  win¬ 
ter.”  He  played  the  barber  to  the  flatue  of  .^Efculapius, 
and  fliaved  off  his  golden  beard,  faying,  “  That  fince 
Apollo,  his  father,  was  beardlefs,  it  was  but  good  man¬ 
ners  for  the  fun  to  be  fo  too.”  When  he  came  into  a 
rich  temple  in  Syracufa,  and  faw  in  the  hands  of  Mars  a 
fwerd,  whofe  hilt  was  thick  fet  with  diamonds,  emeralds 
and  rubles,  he  made  a  mock  obeifance,  and  took  the 
fword  from  the  extended  arm  of  the  image,  faying,  “  The 
god  of  war  prefented  him  with  that  fword,  as  an  earneft 
of  his  future  vlfforles,  and  he  ftiould  be  very  ungrateful 
and  impious  not  to  accept  the  gift  of  the  deity.”  It  was 
Vol.  II.  L 
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a  nafty  affront  which  Nero  put  upon  the  Syrian  goddefs, 
when  he  caufed  his  excrements  to  be  thrown  in  her  face. 

Thefe  were  royal  atheifts,  and  nobody  durll  controul 
their  impious  pranks.  The  libertines  now-a-days  are 
more  modeft  and  politic  ;  they  dare  not  violate  temples, 
nor  profane  the  altars  of  the  Chriftians  openly,  but  fe- 
cretly  they  undermine  all  religion,  and  difpute  people  out 
ef  their  faith. 

Some  of  thefe  atheifts  maintain  the  world  to  be  eter¬ 
nal  ;  others  hold,  that  it  came  by  a  fortuitous  uoncourfc 
of  atoms,  which,  after  an  eternal  dance  in  an  infinite 
fpace,  at  laft  jumbled  together  into  that  exquifite  order 
we  now  behold  and  contemplate.  They  profefs  them- 
felves  difciples  of  Epicurus,  yet  wilfully  corrupt  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  that  virtuous  philofopher,  who,  though  he  taught 
that  the  fupreme  felicity  of  man  confifted  in  pleafure,  yet 
never  meant  that  of  the  body,  but  the  purer  joys  and 
tranquillity  of  the  mind,  arifing  from  a  life  led  according 
to  reafon  ;  whereas  thefe  modern  Epicureans  place  their 
higheft  contentment  in  the  fatisfacfion  of  their  fenfual 
appetites  ;  a  jolly  crew,  who  number  their  days  by  de¬ 
baucheries,  and  reckon  that  hour  mifpent  wherein  they 
have  not  drawn  fome  line  of  voluptuoufnefs  ;  and,  as  if 
they  had  confecrated  themfelves  to  Bacchus  and  Venus, 
women  and  wine  divide  the  moft  important  aftions  of 
their  whole  lives. 

They  are  profefled  enemies  to  the  doftrine  of  the  re- 
furreftion,  of  good  and  evil  fpirits,  of  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  of  heaven  and  hell :  They  efteem  religion  only  as 
an  invention  of  politicians  to  reduce  the  world  under  fome 
form  of  government,  and  fpare  not  to  call  Mofes  and  Je- 
fus  the  fon  of  Mary  impoftors,  as  well  as  Mahomet  our 
holy  lawgiver  :  They  laugh  at  miracles,  and  ridicule  pro- 
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prhefies  ;  and  you  had  as  good  talk  to  them  of  a  man  in 
the  moon  as  of  an  apparition  from  the  dead. 

Thefe  fort  of  libertines  are  not  only  to  be  found  in  the 
court  of  France,  but  in  general  all  over  Europe  ;  the  con¬ 
tagion  is  epidemic,  the  infedfion  has  fpread  itfelf  through 
clergy  and  laity,  nobles  and  vulgar,  infomuch  as  he  pafles 
for  a  man  of  no  wit  who  has  not  a  fpice  of  atheifm. 

This  will  not  feem  ftrange  when  thou  fhalt  know,  that 
even  among  their  muftis  themfelves  there  have  been  fome 
Lucians,  who  efteemed  religion  but  an  old  wife’s  tale, 
and  ufed  the  moft  important  articles  of  their  faitli  but  as 
inftruments  of  ambition  and  avarice,  to  aggrandize  them¬ 
felves,  and  fill  their  coffers.  Leo  X.  a  famous  Roman 
pontiff,  will  be  recorded  to  all  pofterity  for  that  farcafm 
of  his  on  Jefus,  the  Mefiias  of  the  Chriftians,  “  How 
much  are  we  enriched  by  this  fable  of  Chrift  !”  Indeed, 
if  we  refledl  well  on  the  maxims  and  praftices  of  that 
court,  it  will  not  be  hard  to  conclude  that  gold  is  the 
great  god  of  the  Romans,  and  the  ultimate  objedt  of 
their  adoration,  fince  that  alone  can  open  or  (hut  heaven 
and  hell,  no  piety  or  virtue,  no  prayers  or  tears,  alms  or 
penances,  being  available,  unlefs  made  fo  by  the  merito¬ 
rious  adjundf  of  this  powerful  metal.  Neither  need  the 
moft  enormous  finners  defpair  of  pardon,  if  they  have  but 
Pluto  for  their  prodlor,  and  gold  for  their  apology,  there 
being  certain  rates  fet  upon  all  fins,  which,  if  paid,  thofe 
of  the  deepeft  dye  are  as  readily  abfolved  as  the  fmalleft 
peccadillos. 

This  fpirltual  merchandife  of  fouls  in  the  fupreme  court 
of  Chriftendom  has  in  no  fmall  degree  contributed  to  the 
atheifm  of  the  age,  while  religion  is  thereby  rendered 
cheap  and  vile,  a  mere  artifice  of  government,  a  ftratagem 
of  the  priefthood  to  keep  fools  in  awe  and  fubjedlion  ; 
and  therefore,  fuch  as  have  a  better  opinion  of  themfelves. 
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and  would  be  thought  men  of  fenfe,  take  occaiion  to  carp 
at  the  very  fundamental  principles  of  all  religion,  and  to 
difpute  againit  the  being  of  a  God.  Ratlier  than  tamely 
couch  under  the  luggage  of  manifeft  impoftures,  they, 
like  wild  colts,  throw  off  the  yoke  even  of  natural  reli¬ 
gion  and  common  morality  ;  and  becaufe  they  have  too 
much  fenfe  to  be.abufed  with  religious  umbrages,  and 
too  little  faith  to  fwallow  all  the  pious  frauds  of  the 
church  for  undoubted  oracles  of  Heaven,  they  will  have 
no  faith  at  all,  nor  give  any  credit  to  the  didates  of  cor- 
red  rcafon,  but  turning  fceptics  in  all  things,  are  fledfaft 
to  nothing  but  the  fatisfadion  of  their  lufts,  looking  up¬ 
on  it  as  ill  hulbandry  of  the  prefent  tirne  to  fquander  a- 
way  the  lead;  moment  on  the  thoughts  of  a  future  life. 

But  thou,  venerable  Hogia,  who  haft  been  prefent  at 
the  myfteries  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  kiffed  the  floor 
of  Abraham’s  Oratory,  art  happy  in  the  poffeffion  of  a 
blamelefs  faith  ;  thou  haft  renounced  the  vain  pleafures 
of  fenfe,  and  thy  life  is  one  continued  feries  of  abftincnce, 
prayer,  falling,  alms,  and  other  good  works.  Having 
been  blelTed  with  frequent  vifions  of  paradife,  and  antici¬ 
pations  ox  the  immortal  ftate,  pray  that  hdahmut  ma^ 
perfevere  in  the  faith  of  a  mulTulman,  and  the  integrity 
of  a  loyal  Have  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Paris,  aotli  of  the  latli  Moon,  of  the  Year  1644- 


XXIX. — To  Egri  Boynou,  a  White  Eunuch. 

I  CANNOT  forget  the  time  fmcelhou  and  I  fat  together 
in  the  Chiofe  at  Scutari,  and  entertained  each  other  with 
the  {lories  of  the  ancient  Greek  poets.  The  profped 
which  that  gallery  afforded  renewed  our  memory  of  feve- 
ral  nations  ftrife  about  the  birth-place  of  Homei,  and 
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from  thence  gave  us  occaGon  to  difcourfe  and  make  eom- 
pnrifons  between  him  and  Hefiod,  Orph^iA,  and  the  reft 
of  the  celebrated  poets,  philofophers,  and  fages  of  the 
Eaft.  I  remember  we  paffed  by  degrees  from  one  fub- 
jccft  to  another,  til!  at  length  we  fell  upon  the  tranflation 
of  their  heroes,  and  the  genealogy  of  their  gods.  Thou 
wilt  fay,  I  have  a  good  memon",  fhould  I  now  rehearfe 
the  feries  of  our  converfation  on  this  point  ;  but  I  will 
not  be  fo  troublefome  for  the  fake  of  applaufe.  Though 
I  often  think  over  thy  fentiments  w'ith  infinite  delight, 
vet  I  will  not  repeat  them  here,  left  I  tem.pt  thee  to 
throw  away  my  letter  before  thou  haft  half  read  it ;  only 
give  me  leave  to  put  thee  In  mind  how  thou  didft  then 
vindicate  the  infant  world  for  placing  thofe  excellent  fouls, 
in  heaven  who  had  been  illuftrious  benefactors  to  mankind 
on  earth  ;  and  that  though  after  ages  fell  Into  the  crime 
of  idolatry,  by  giving  divine  honours  to  the  firft  inventors 
of  arts  and  fciences,  and  by  facrificing  to  the  manes  of 
departed  heroes,  yet  it  was  thy  opinion,  that  thofe  who 
firft  confecrated  them  to  immortality,  and  a  fame  that 
fhould  know  no  end,  did  but  perform  the  rites  of  grati¬ 
tude,  execute  the  didlates  of  innocent  nature,  w'lthout 
ever  dreaminf/  of  the  rehVious  ceremonies  which  their  de- 

O  O 

liided  pofterity  fuperlnduced. 

To  do  thee  juftice,  this  was  a  noble  thought,  full  of 
humanity,  and  exaftly  fquaring  with  unbiaffed  reafon  ^ 
and  I  mult  confefs  I  owe  the  frequent  cure  of  my  melan¬ 
choly  to  the  force  of  this  generous  fentiment. 

The  Chrlftians,  efpecially  here  in  the  Weft,  outgo  the 
Jews  in  the  fuperftitious  narrowmefs  of  their  principles  ; 
and  as  the  latter  confined  falvatlon  to  the  lineage  of  Ja¬ 
cob,  fo  the  former  reftrain  it  to  the  I.atln  chinch.  I 
have  often  converfed  with  fome  of  their  learned  dervifes 
on  the  theme  of  the  Pagans  falvation,  but  can  by  no  ar- 
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guments  beat  them  oft  from  their  inveterate  prejudice. 
They  will  not  allow  fo  mucli  as  one  of  tlie  heathens  to 
be  faved,  and  but  a  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  of 
the  Jews,  accounting  twelve  tlioufand  of  every  tribe. 
This  is  the  fevere  arithmetic  of  the  Weftern  religion, 
whofe  profelfors  thereby  render  themfclves  greater  infi¬ 
dels  than  ihofe  they  damn.  It  is  to  be  hoped  there  is  a 
larger  calculc  with  God  for  the  number  of  the  blefled,  or 
elle  one  would  think  hell  would  be  too  populous,  and  the 
devil  would  be  forced  to  make  frequent  decimations,  and 
lend  colonies  abroad,  to  make  room  for  the  ever  frelh 
glut  of  his  new  o'uefts. 

For  my  part,  who  was  educated  in  the  impartial  rudi¬ 
ments  of  truth,  in  the  ferene  principles  of  the  Mahomet¬ 
an  faith,  I  believe  that  there  are  fome  faved  of  all  reli¬ 
gions,  and  that  at  the.  day  of  judgment  there  fiiall  be 
eredled  a  fourtli  banner  for  fuch  to  refort  to  who  never 
heard  of  Mofes,  Jtfus,  or  Mahomet.  Affuredly  there  is 
no  malice  in  the  Omnipotent,  and  he  will  not  damn  men 
for  their  im  oluntary  ignorance  of  his  revealed  laws,  pro¬ 
vided  they  live  up  to  the  genuine  didlates  of  nature  and 
reafon,  which  are  the  trueft  ftandards  of  virtue  and  pofi- 
tive  religion. 

The  Chriftians  have  a  heaven  for  their  faints,  and 
a  "hell  for  finners  ;  In  this  they  agree  with  the  muflul- 
mans.  They  have  a  limbo  for  infants  tliat  die  unbaptlz- 
ed,  and  another  for  the  virtuous  Ilraelltes  who  lived  be¬ 
fore  the  Mellias.  Their  charity  had  been  complete,  hajJ 
they  provided  a  third  for  juft  and  virtuous  men  of  all  re¬ 
ligions,  whom  it  Is  too  hard  to  damn  on  the  fcore  of 
what  they  know  not,  fo  long  as  they  unblameably  prae- 
tife  whatfoever  good  they  know.  The  chapter  of  prifons 
in  the  Alcoran  feems  to  contain  a  more  equal  diftribution 
of  juftice,  when  it  afligns  a  middle  place  between  para- 
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cUfe  and  hell  to  thofe  who  have  led  an  indifFerent  life, 
equally  chequered  with  virtue  and  vice.  They  there  ihall 
behold  the  joys  of  the  bleffed  and  the  torments  of  the 
damned,  yet  ihall  neither  tafte  of  the  one,  nor  feel  the 
other,  but  pafs  their  time  In  a  tedious  neutrality  between 
the  height  of  bllfs  and  the  depth  of  mifeiq'. 

But  what  muffulman  will  queftion  the  falvation  of  the 
Gentiles,  when  the  Book  of  Glory  itfelf  _^tells  us,  that 
Alexander  the  Great  was  an  holy  prophet,  and  yet  we 
know  he  neither  was  of  the  feed  of  Abraham,  nor  was 
he  fo  much  as  circumcifed. 

My  converfe  with  the  learned  dervifes  in  this  city  has 
taught  me  fome  of  their  fchool  diftindlions,  among  which 
they  ufe  a  pretty  one  in  the  damnation  of  unbaptized  -in¬ 
fants,  teaching,  that  fuch  are  damned  to  the  pain  of  lofs 
but  not  to  the  pain  of  fenfe.  1  am  apt  to  think  this  di- 
ftinftion  may  very  well  be  adapted  to  the  cafe  of  many 
men,  who,  as  their  virtues  are  not  of  that  heroic  ftamp 
as  to  carry  them  direftly  to  paradife,  fo  neither  are  their 
vices  of  fo  black  a  tiniflure  as  to  link  them  immediately 
to  hell.  I  believe  there  are  proportionate  rewards  and 
punifhments  for  all  forts  and  degrees  of  virtue  and  vice, 
and  that  the  fouls  of  the  departed  are  marrtiaUed  and  dif. 
pofed  in  receptacles  agreeable  to  their  proper  rank  and 
quality  ;  and  if  I  can  but  get  to  Virgil’s  pleafant  greens 
and  fhady  woods,  the  fortunate  manfions  of  innocent  and 
juft  men,  I  will  not  envy  the  heroes,  nor  defire  to  be  ca¬ 
nonized  among  the  gods.  Elyfium  or  paradife  are  much 
one  to  me  ;  I  feek  not  the  name,  but  the  nature''of 
blifs.  Provided  I  may  but  gain  a  place  of  reft  and  re- 
freihment,  and  be  admitted  into  agreeable  company,  I 
will  not  complain,  nor  difturb  the  peace  of  the  blefled,.- 
with  an  ambitious  queft  of  the  higheft  dignities  in  hea- 
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Yeiij  as  if  a  man  could  not  be  happy  unlefs  he  be  made  a 
vifier  of  the  bench  above. 

Let  thou  and  I,  dear  Egrl,  live  in  fuch  an  exaft  con¬ 
formity  of  manners  here,  that  when  we  go  hence,  we  may 
by  the  Divine  Numen  be  both  difpofed  in  the  fame  apart¬ 
ment  and  fociety,  carry  our  friendfnip  along"  with  us  to 
that  other  world ;  and  let  us  make  a  covenant,  that  who- 
foevcr  dies  firft  ftall  foon  appear  to  the  furvivor,  and  give 
him  a  true  account  of  his  ftate,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
the  dead  to  perform  fuch  bargains. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  counfel  thee  to  make  much  of 
this  prefent  life,  not  by  fordid  voluptuoufnefs  and  vice, 
from  which  I  know  thy  natural  averfion,  but  by  borrow¬ 
ing  from  each  element  an  occafion  of  improving  thy  fci- 
cnce  and  virtue.  This  is  the  way  to  be  railed  above  the 
elements,  in  which  at  prefent  thou  art  a  fojourner,  and 
to  attain  thy  native  ilcics  and  kindred  ftars,  where  the  re¬ 
nowned  poets,  plulofophers,  lawgivers,  and  other  virtuous 
men,  are  gone  before  us,  expeft  our  coming,  and  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  welcome  us  to  the  rights  of  their  happy  fociety. 
Adieu. 

Paris,  I3tli  of  the  ill  Moon,  of  the  Year  164J. 


XXX. — To  the  Selictar.  Aga,  or  Sword-Bearer. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  ftafes  of  the  world  are  void  of 
compaflion,  and  that  they  are  altogether  actuated  by  a 
principle  of  intereft. 

Monfieur  la  Tuilliere,  ambaifadcr  from  France  to  the 
King  of  Denmark,  arrived  at  that  court  w'ith  fpccious 
pretexts  of  mediation,  promifing  to  do  his  utmoft  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  differences  between  the  two  crowns  of 
Denmark  and  Swedeland  with  all  polEble  advantages  to 
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the  former  ;  but  when  the  bufinefs  came  to  the  trial, 
when  he  faw  King  Chrillian  advancing  into  the  field  a- 
gainft  Gultavus  with  an  army  of  near  twenty  thoufand 
men,  which  in  all  likelihood  would  have  given  the  ffwedes 
occafion  to  repent  their  rafn  and  unjiifi;  incurfions,  he 
charmed  the  good-natured  old  king  with  fuch  fair  pro- 
miies  and  fubtle  infinuations,  that  he  candied  him  to  re¬ 
treat  at  the  moment  of  giving  battle. 

In  the  fame  manner  dealt  Galafib  witli  the  king,  who 
did  but  make  a  llrow  with  bis  force?,  without  doing  any  . 
cffeAual  fervice  ;  for  when  he  might  have  compelled  the 
Swediflr  general  either  to  fight  or  retire,  he  fuffered  him 
freely  to  pafs  through  Plolllein,  and  return  into  Ger¬ 
many.  ' 

The  curious  and  inquifitive  lay  the  blame  of  this  trea¬ 
chery  on  Cardinal  Mazarini,  whofe  piftoles,  they  fay,  had 
corrupted  Galaffo,  and- made  him  run  counter  to  his  maf- 
ter’s  inftruftions. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  an  unjull  cenfure  of  the 
cardinal,  who  was  afterwards  known  to  be  inftrumental  in 
fpurring  on  the  Hollanders  to  compofe  thefe  quarrels, 
which  at  lall  was  accompliflred  by  the  dexterous  mediation 
of  this  great  minifter. 

I  wilh  the  differences  between  our  glorious  fultan  and 
the  Venetians  were  as  well  adjuficd  with  honour  to  the 
Ottorhan  empire? 

Paris,  ill  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


I 

XXXI. — To  the  Reis  Effendi,  Principal  Secretary  of 

State. 

The  wars  of  Germany  and  Swedeland  are  the  principal- 
fubjedt  of  difcourfe  all  over  Europe,  efpecially  in  this 
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court,  which  has  a  great  intereft  in  the  good  fuccefs  of 
the  Swedifh  arms,  the  houfe  of  Auftria  being  the  moft 
formidable  enemy  that  France  has  in  the  world. 

General  Torftenfon  mai'ches  about  like  another  Scan- 
derbeg,  viflorious  wherever  he  llrikes.  It  was  to  his 
own  ruin  that  G.alaffo  fufiered  him  to  pafs  quietly 
through  HoHlein,  when,  in.conjundfion  with  the  Daniih 
army,  he  was  in  a  condition  to  give  him  battle,  or  com¬ 
pel  him  to  retire.. 

No  fooner  was  Galaffcf  feparatcd  from  the  Danes,  and 
encamped  near  Madgeburgh,  but  Torftenfon  began  to 
obferve  his  motions,  and  lay  down  not  far  from  him,  be¬ 
tween  whom  there  paffed  many  Ikirmilhes,  which  very 
much  lelTened  the  German  army.  Befides,  they  were 
extremely  incommoded  for  want  of  provifions,  fo  that  at 
his  return  to  Bohemia,  he  "could  prefent  the  emperor 
with  but  a  few  of  his  men,  and  give  but  a  ftiaUow  ac¬ 
count  of  the  lofs  of  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time,  Coningfmark  and  Papenheim,  two 
other  Swedifti  commanders,  are  not  idle,  having  taken 
Staden  and  Boxtehawdt,.  with  moft  of  the  other  import¬ 
ant  places  in  the  archbiftiopric  of  Bremen., 

Thus  the  German  affairs  decline  apace,  and  the  Swedes, 
who  not  long  ago  were  obfcure,  and  fcarce  regarded,  be¬ 
gin  to  make  a  conftderable  figure  in  the  world. 

I  fhall  fend  thee  a  conftant  account  of  what,  is  moft  re¬ 
markable.  God  augment  thy  felicity. 

Paris,  ift  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XXXIL — To  Berber.  Mustapha,  ^ga. 

T HE  bloody  battle  of  Jankow  has  unperched  the  impe¬ 
rial  eagle,  which  can  no  longer  endure  the  fmoke  qf 
Swedifti  gunpowder.  2 
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The  German  court  is  removed  in  a  great  fright  to 
Prague  in  Bohemia,  there  to  curfe  the  avarice  of  the 
foldiers,  whofe  greedy  defire  of  the  Swedifli  prey  betray¬ 
ed  the  German  army  to  the  fwords  of  their  conquerors. 

This  battle  was  fought  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  third 
moon  of  this  prefent  year.  Goetz,  one  of  the  Imperial 
generals,  was  killed  in  the  firft  onfet,  which  fo  inflamed 
Baron  John  dc  Werdt,  that  with  four  thoufand  men  he 
brake  into  the  left  wing  of  the  Swedes,  putting  them 
into  an  irrecoverable  diforder.  The  Germans,  feeing 
their  enemies  retreat  in  much  confufion,  fell  to  plunder¬ 
ing  the  baggage. .  General  Torftenfon,  turning  their  co- 
vetoufnefs  to  his  advantage,  lets  them  alone  till  they 
were  all  entangled  and  loaden  with  booty,  then  fuddenly 
falls  upon  them,  and  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day  to 
his  own  fide. 

There  were  above  three  thoufand  of  the  Imperialifts 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  four  thoufand  taken  prlfoners, 
among  whom  were  the  Generals  Hatsfeldt,  Mercy,  Broy, 
Zaradefltie,  and  feven  other  principal  commanders. 

By  this  fatal  ftroke,  the  Swedes  have  opened  to  them- 
ftlves  a  paffage  into  Moravia,  Auftria,  and  Hungary  ;  fo 
that,  in  time,  they  may  extend  their  conquefls  ev*n  to 
the  confines  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 

I  pray  the  Great  God  to  continue  the  wars  between 
thefe  infidel  nations,  that  fo,  not  attending  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  intereft  of  Chriftendom,  but  weakening  each  other, 
they  may  at  length  become  a  prey  to  the  true  believers.. 

Paris,  ill  of  the  ad  Moon,  of  the  Year  164s. 
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XXXIII.— n  O  SMAN  Aurooneth,  ail  /Ifirot'j^er  at 

Scio. 

I  KNOW  not  whether  it  be  an  effeft  of  tiie  ftars,  or  the 
fpoft  of  fpirits,  that  has  happened  here  lately  ;  whether 
it  proceeds  from  heaven  or  hell,  nature  or  magic  ait, 
chance  or  deftiuy  ;  the  marks  it  has  left  behind  are  very 
terrible,  and  the  aftonifliment  is  not  yet  oft  from  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  hearts. 

Three  days  ago,  I  was  riding  from  Paris  to  Saint  Ger¬ 
main  en  Lay,  where  the  court  refides.  When  I  was  got 
about  half  way  on  the  road,  there  arofe  a  fudden  blaft  of 
wind,  which  ruflring  vehemently  among  the  trees,  made 
an  uncouth  noife,  and  ftruck  me  with  fome  furprifc  and 
horror  :  But  my  amazement  was  foon  increafed,  when  I 
perceived  the  hedges  and  trees  that  grew  along  the  road 
fide  torn  up,  and  can-ied  away  by  an  invifible  hand.  I 
was  afraid  my  horfe  and  I  fhould  have  been  taken  up  for 
company,  for  this  whirlwind  pafied  vei-y  near  us,  twill¬ 
ing  in  all  that  was  in  its  way,  and  fwiftly  moving  in  a 
circular  figure,  it  grew  to  fuch  a  bignefs,  by  the  conti¬ 
nual  addition  of  trees,  hedges.  Hones,  earth,  &c.  that  it 
feemed  like  a  flying  wood. 

I  tell  thee,  though  I  was  not  witliout  fome  apprehen- 
fion  of  danger,  yet  hitherto  this  was  the  pleafanteft  and 
moll  diverting  fpedtacle  that  eyer  I  faw  in  my  life.  Trees 
are  a  very  grateful  objedl  on  the  earth,  but  they  are 
much  more  fo  in  the  air  ;  and  efpccially  at  that  height 
and  dillaucc,  they  affea  the  eye  with  tinfpeakable  de¬ 
light.  I  was  ravilhed  to  fee  a  moving  fortfl.  ahnoll  as 
high  as  the  clouds.  The  pendulous  gardens  of  Babylon 
would  have  appeared  but  a  trifle,  in  comparifon  of  this 
noble  feene 

I  followed  It  with  my  eye  as  far  as  I  coifld,  till  at 
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length  my  fight  was  intercepted  by  a  thick  fiiower  of 
rain,  which  drove  me  into  a  hoiife  for  fhelter,  where,  be¬ 
fore  I  came  away,  I  was  informed,  that  what  I  efieemed 
fo  delightful,  provfed  very  tragical  to  the  neighbouring 
villages.  Falling  down  from  -tliat  height  I  left  it  at,  and 
fcattering  its  former  load,  it  fell  violently  into  the  groves 
and  orchards,  tearing  up  fome  thoiifands  of  trees  by  the 
roots,  and  carrying  them  away  like  chaff  in  the  air, 
throwing  down  many  hundreds  of  houfes,  removing  o- 
thers  from  the  fi'undations,  and  doing  the  poor  hufband- 
men  fuch  irreparable  damages,  as  the  like  has  not  been 
known  in  the  m.emory  of  man. 

Common  humanity  taught  me  to  pity  thefe  infidels, 
and  the  natural  principle  of  lelf-prefervation  made  me 
blefs  myfelf,  that  I  had  efcaped  fo  imminent  a  danger. 
But  tell  me,  thou  who  art  converfant  in  the  fecrets  of 
nature,  who  knowelt  the  influences  of  the  ftars,  and  the 
hidden  force  of  the  elements.  What  is  the  caufe  of  thefe 
wild  fits  and  convulfions  of  the  air  ?  The  fupcrllitious 
here  fay,  the  devils  are  let  loofe  at  fuch  a  time  from  their 
Infernal  prifons,  to  keep  a  carnival,  and  play  their  wan¬ 
ton  pranks  in  open  light,  there  being  no  holidays  In  hell. 
Others  believe  magicians  are  at  work,  and,  by  the  force 
of  fpells,  raife  hurricanes  and  ftorms.  But  the  learned 
fay,  that  thefe  are  only  the  effedls  of  nature,  proceeding 
from  meteors  and  exhalations  in  the  air.  I,  for  *ny  part, 
never  puzzle  myfelf  with  a  vain  fearch  after  that  which 
cannot  be  demonllrated.  If  thefe  hurricanes  be  natural, 
then  it  Is  certain,  nature  does  not  difeover  her  power  at 
all  times,  nor  in  the  conflant  fcrics  of  her  wOiks,  but  has 
her  referves,  and  tim.es  of  (late,  wherein  fhe  difplays  hcr- 
felf  with  greater  pageantry  to  create  refpecl,  fince  the 
unthinking  part  of  mankind  is  fooner  taken  with  fuch 
unufuaJ  events  as  make  a  nolfc,  than  with  the  ancient 
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ftanding  miiacles  of  the  creation,  the  filent  and  regular 
motions,  exquiiite  order,  and  nevtr-ceafing  activity  of 
the  fun,  nriGon  and  ftars.  Thus,  we  are  never  fenfible  of 
the  heat  that  is  within  us,  or  the  circulation  of  our 
blood,  becaufe  we  are  always  habituated  to  feel  it  from 
our  embryo. 

I  tell  thee,  fage  Ofman,  if  I  have  any  dread  upon  me, 
it  is  of  earthquakes,  becaufe  they  take  from  us  all  fure 
footing.  From  thunder,  lightening,  and  all  the  ilorms 
in  open  air,  Tiberius’s  remedy  may  fecure  us  ;  nay,  the 
very  beafts  will  be  our  guides  to  fome  fafe  den  or  cave  ; 
but  from  an  earthquake  there  is  no  retreat,  that  under¬ 
mines  and  blows  us  up  without  any  wrarning,  neither 
have  we  time  or  means  to  efcape.  This  makes  me  al- 
way's  think  I  walk  upon  a  cobweb,  fo  thin  and  brittle  is 
this  outward  cruft  of  earth  we  tread  on. 

He  that  founded  the  earth,  and  has  admirably  knead¬ 
ed  this  globe  together  with  water,  grant  us  a  refuge  in 
time  of  danger,  and  an  eternal  landluary  in  paradife. 

Paris,  ill  of  the  2d  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 


XXXIV. — To  the  Kaimacham. 

I  NEED  not  apologife  for  my  long  filencc.  Eliachim  af- 
fures  me,  he  has  acquainted  Nathan  Ben  Saddi  with  the 
occafion  of  it,  by  whom  the  news  of  my  imprifonment 
might  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Sublime  Porte.  When  I 
was  firft  feized  upon,  I  had  not  the  liberty  to  fend  for 
Eliachim,  or  fee  any  body  that  I  dcfired  to  fpeak  with  ; 
but  that  honeft  Jew  foon  heard  the  news,  and  writ  to 
Vienna,  to  prevent  any  difpatches  that  might  come  from, 
thence,  or  from  Conftantinople.  He  has  now  fully  con¬ 
vinced  me  of  his  fidelity,  which  I  fo  long  fufpefted,  and 
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I  dare  truft  him  henceforward  with  the  moil  important 
concerns  of  my  commiflion.  His  fagacity  and  conduct 
in  this  occurrence  is  worthy  of  acknowledgment  and  re¬ 
ward,  having  dexteroufly  blinded  Cardinal  Mazarini,  who 
is  an  Argus,  baffled  his  fevereft  ferutinies,  and  been  high¬ 
ly  inftrumental  in  procuring  me  the  liberty  I  now  again 
enjoy. 

The  Arabian  proverb  fays,  “  The  camel  that  travels 
often  to  Mecca,  will  return  lame  at  laft.”  I  had,  for  a 
long  time,  effayed  to  penetrate  into  the  drifts  of  this  car¬ 
dinal,  as  well  as  of  thofe  of  his  predeceflbr  Richlieu,  yet 
found  nothing  but  riddles.  One  might  as  foon  trace  A- 
rethufa  in  her  wanderings  under  ground,  or  purfue  a 
man  in  the  intricate  mazes  of  Dsedalus,  as  difeover  the 
intrigues  of  this  llate-ferpent.  His  defigns  are  a  perfeft 
labyrinth.  However,  walking  one  day  in  one  of  their 
churches,  I  caft  my  eye  on  a  ftone  in  the  pavement,  juft 
before  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which,  by  the  per¬ 
petual  kneeling  of  many  thoufand  votaries,  was  worn 
away  half  a  cubit.  The  fight  of  tliis  made  me  conclude, 
that  there  is  no  difficulty  fo  great,  which,  by  affiduous 
indullry  and  conftant  refolution,  may  not  be  overcome. 
Cheered  with  this  thought,  I  determined  with  myfelf 
never  to  faint,  or  give  over  my  moll  flrenuous  endeavours 
to  unlock  the  cabinet  of  this  great  minifter,  wherein  I 
knew  all  the  fecrets  of  Europe  were  laid  up.  I  left  no 
ftone  unturned  to  compafs  my  defign  ;  I  haunted  the 
court  daily,  and  followed  the  cardinal  like  his  ffiadow. 
I  infinuated  with  his  followers  and  creatures,  flattered 
the  foft  and  ambitious,  prefented  gifts  to  the  covetous  ^ 
was  merry  and  frank  with  feme,  referved  and  grave  wltli 
others :  In  fine,  I  fo  aimed  to  comport  myfelf  with 
every  one,  that  I  might  win  all.  At  length,  knowir.g 
that  theie  was  a  private  agent  from  Prince  Ragotlki 
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come  to  this  court,  my  zeal  for  the  Grand  Signior  fug- 
gcfted  to  me,  that  if  I  coaid  wind  myfelf  into  this  man’s 
acquaintance,  I  fliould  be  able  to  unravel  fome  great  fe- 
cret,  and  do  an  acceptable  ftrvice  to  the  Ottoman  em¬ 
pire. 

Opportunities  are  feidom  wanting  to  the  watchful  and 
diligent.  I  had  acquaintance  enough  at  the  court,  and, 
appearing  often  in  the  retinue  of  Mazarini,  and  the  car¬ 
dinal  fometimes  fingling  me  out,  and  difeourfing  with  me' 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Tranfyivanian,  this  ftranger  took 
more  than  ordinary  notice  of  me,  which  gave  me  occa- 
ilon  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  him,  in  hopes  to  accompliih  my 
purpofe.  But  fate  had  otherwife  decreed.  The  agent 
remembered  my  face,  and  told  me  in  the  Sclavonian 
toncfue,  that  he  had  feen  me  in  the  Grand  Siofnior’s 
feraglio.  It  is  not  hard  for  thee,  illuflrious  Kaimacham, 
to  conceive  the  diforder  I  was  in  at  this  challenge.  But, 
reluming  courage,  I  replied,  “  That  it  was  poffible  he 
might  have  feen  me  there }  for  I  had  formerly  ferved  a 
German  ambaflador  at  the  Ottoman  court, '  in  quality  of 
fecretary.”  He  feemed  fatisfied  with  my  anfwer,  dif- 
fembling  his  farther  thoughts ;  but,  as  I  afterwards  per¬ 
ceived,  I  owe  my  confinement  to  this  fatal  interview. 
No  doubt  but  he  remarked  the  particular  llation  I  was 
in  at  the  feraglio,  when  he  came  thither  to  negotiate  for 
Pnnee  Ragolfki,  in  Sultan  Amurath’s  time  ;  for,  before 
I  went  to  bed  that  night,  I  was  fent  for  to  Cardinal 
Mazarini,  and  ftridlly  examined  about  my  country,  my 
religion,  miy  bufinefs  at  Paris,  and  other  matters,  and 
was  fent  away  prifoner  to  the  Baftile,  which  was  formerly 
a  citadel  erected  to  awe  this  town,  but  not  being  found 
ferviceable  in  that  kind,  is  fince  made  a  prifon.  That 
which  moft  puzzles  me  is,  that  I  was  not  confronted  face 
to  face  with  this  Tranfyivanian,  My  confinement  was 
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very  clofc,  being  denied  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink  and  paper, 
and  the  accefs  of  any  of  my  friends.  Indeed,  I  knew 
not  what  ufe  to  make  of  thofe  materials,  nor  durft  I 
ivrite  to  any  body,  left  I  ftiould  have  brought  them  into 
the  fame  fnare,  and  done  myfelf  a  greater  diflervice.  All 
my  comfort  was,  that  I  had  left  no  writings  in  my  lodg¬ 
ings  which  could  dilcover  the  affairs  of  my  commiflion. 
It  is  true,  when  I  was  fearched,  they  found  the  Alcoran 
in  my  pocket,  which  gave  a  mighty  jealoufy  to  the  car¬ 
dinal  ;  but  I  excufed  it  by  faying,  I  kept  that  book  that 
I  might  not  forget  my  Arabic,  in  which  the  cardinal 
knew  I  was  well  flcilled,  having  formerly  feen  a  tranfla- 
tion  which  I  made  out  of  that  language  for  Cardinal 
Richlieu.  Befides,  they  found  in  my  chamber,  Plutarch’s 
Lives,  the  Annals  of  Tacitus,  Livy’s  Roman  Pliftory, 
a  Philofophical  Treatife  of  Averroes,  and  a  fmall  TraCc 
of  St.  Auguftine,  one  of  the  Chriftian  fathers  ;  which 
made  it  appear  as  reafonable  to  conclude  me  a  Pagan  or 
a  Chriftian,  for  having  their  books  by  me,  as  a  Turk  for 
having  the  Alcoran. 

I  ftil!  perfifted  in  afferting  myfelf  to  be  Titus  of  Mol¬ 
davia,  and  that  I  was  a  Chriftian,  (Heaven  forgive  the 
perjury)  !  I  had  a  friar  fent  to  me,  who  exhorted  me 
to  a  coufeftion  of  my  fms,  thinking  this  way  to  pump  the 
mighty  fccret  from  me.  But  this  turned  to  my  advan¬ 
tage,  for  calling  to  mind  a  learned  and  ingenious  friar, 
r\  ith  whom  I  had  coiiverfed,  and  contradled  fome  friend- 
fliip,  I  fignified  my  refolution  to  confefs  myfelf  to  him. 
This  is  a  privilege  could  not  be  denied  me,  it  being  law¬ 
ful  for  every  man  to  choofe  his  own  cenfeftbr.  The 
friar  was  fent  for,  and  this  being  the  only  time  I  was 
like  to  fpeak  to  any  of  my  friends  without  witneffes,  I 
improved  the  advantage  ;  and  to  make  my  confeffion 
feem  the  more  fincere,  I  accufed  myfelf  of  what  I  never 
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was  guilty  of,  telling  him  with  a  well  coimterfeited  for- 
rovv,  that  the  true  reafon  of  my  abandoning  Moldavia, 
was  becaufe  I  had  murdered  a  near  kinfman  there.  My 
confeffion  ended,  and  abfolution  granted,  the  friar  em¬ 
braced  me,  and  told  me,  that  he  would  do  me  all  the 
fervice  he  could  in  order  to  my  releafe.  I  expreffed  my 
gratitude  in  the  beil  terms  I  could,,  and  begged  of  him 
to  vifit  me  often,  fincc  he  was  the  only  perfon  would  he 
allowed  to  do  me  that  kind  office.  I  will  not  detain- 
thee  longer,  fage  baffa,  in  expeflation  of  the  iffue. 

This  honed  friar  was  as  good  as  his  word  ;  he  was 
admitted  to  fee  me.  almoft  daily  without  fufpicion.  I 
trullcd  him  with  Eliachim’s  acquaintance,  which  rendered 
him  very  ferviceable,  for  he  often  brought  me  money 
from  the  Jew,  when  he  knew  not  how  otherwife  to  con¬ 
vey  it  to  me.  In  a  word,  between  them  both,  they  fo 
wrought  on  the  cardinal,  that  after  fix  moons  imprifon- 
ment  I  was  releafed,  and  am  now  in  more  credit  than 
before. 

The  great  God  grant,  that  the  malice  of  the  infidels 
may  always  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  true  believers ; 
and  that  from  their  jealoufies,.  occafions  may  arife  to 
promote  the  interell  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645; 


XXXV.— To  the  Fenerable  Mufti. 

A  T  length  I  am  rcleafed  from  a  tedious  imprifonment, 
the  occafion  of  which  the  Kaimacham  will  acquaint  thee 
with.  Had  this  happened  in  Spain,  my  ufage  had  been 
much  worfe ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  efteem  France  the 
Boblefl  and  freed  kingdom  within  the  pale  of  the  Latin 
ch.urch  ;  that  it  never  would  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of 
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tke  iaquilicion,  which  is  a  kind  of  ecclefiaftical  divan,  or 
high-court  of  judicature,  where  crimes  againft:  the  church 
a!id  Hate  are  tried.  It  was  lirfl  eredled  at  the  indance 
of  one  Dominick,  who  for  'this  meritorious  projeft  was 
afterwards  canonized  a  faint.  The  original  defign  of  it 
was,  to  extirpate  the  Moors  and  Jews  out  of  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  but  now  it  is  made  a  trap  for  all  ftrangers, 
and  efpecially  thofe  they  call  heretics.  Whofoever  falls 
into  it,  is  commonly  fleeced  of  his  eftate,  and  not  feldom 
choufed  out  of  his  life  ;  for  the  firll  thing  the  holy 
fatherS'inquilitors  do,  is  to  make  a  zealous  and  devout 
infpedlion  into  the  poffeffions  of  the  prifoner.  If  they 
fmd  him  rich,  that  is  fufficient  to  make  him  criminal ; 
and  the  good  fathers  will  take  a  pious  care  to  difpofe  of 
his  wealth.  They  have  their  fpies  in  aU  companies.,  who 
inform  them  of  men’s  words  and  adlions,  Thefe  hounds 
are  always  upon  the  feent,  and  will  fmell  a  heretic  out 
if  he  breathes  within  the  purlieu  of  their  hunt.  A  man 
dares  not  fay  his  foul  is  his  own  in  thefe  countries,  nor 
claim  the  privilege  'to  exercife  his  reafon.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  live  in  a  moft  abjeA  flaveiy  to  the  priefthood,  and 
travellers  mull  drag  the  chain,  bridle  their  tongues,  and 
curb  their  aftions,  for  their  own  fecurity.  But  in  France 
the  inquifition  is  abhorred,  and  an  immortal  averfion  con¬ 
ceived  againft  the  tyranny  and  cruel  praftices  of  the 
Spaniards,  The  people  are  of  more  generous  tempers, 
the  laws  are  not  fo  rigorous,,  and  yet  tiiey  come  far  fliort 
of  the  juftice  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Though  my  con¬ 
finement  was  tedious,  yet  it  was  tolerable,  and  if  I  could 
not  be  happy  in  a  prifon,  fo  neither  was  I  properly 
miferable. 

When  evil  furprifes  us,  we  commonly  affright  our- 
felves,  by  beholding  it  in  its  grofs  bulk  ;  our  fcattered 
fpirits  are,  aftonilhed  at  an  infinite  bugbear  whereas,. 
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if  vve  take  a  more  particular  furvey  of  the  dreadful  ob¬ 
ject,  anatomize  and  view  it  piece  by  piece,  we  find,  that 
the  greatefl  part  of  what  fo  difmayed  us,  had  no  other 
exiftence  than  in  our  own  imaginations.  Thus  when  I 
was  fii-ft  feized  by  Cardinal  Mazarlni’s  order,  I  prefaged 
to  myfelf  no  lefs  than  infufferable  tortures,  an  ignomini¬ 
ous  death,  and  (which  affefted  me  with  the  moft  fenfible 
grief),  the  dilcovery  of  my  commiffion,  and  the  affairs  of 
the  Sublime  Porte.  When  I  firft  entered  the  prifon,  I 
bid  adieu  to  all  joy  and  comfort  in  this  life,  and  thought 
of  nothing  but  preparing  myfelf  for  that  other  world, 
where  I  hoped  to  be  renewed  again  to  immenfe  pleafures, 
the  delights  of  paradife,  as  a  reward  of  my  fufferiiigs  for 
that  law,  which  was  brought  down  from  heaven  by  the 
angel  Gabriel. 

Thefe  were  my  firft  thoughts  in  prifon  ;  but  when  fleep 
had  compofed  my  fpirits,  and  time  had  rendered  me 
more  familiar  with  the  place  of  my  reftraint,  I  began  to 
think  it  was  not  impeflible  to  live,  and  even  to  regain  my 
liberty.  However  I  refolved  to  alleviate  the  caufe  of  my 
reftraint,  by  contrafting  my  defires  within  a  narrower 
compafs,  and  circumferibing  my  wifhes  within  thofe 
walls  which  confined  my  body.  I  framed  to  myfelf 
felicities  out  of  the  contemplation  of  my  miferv',  and  by 
confidering  what  I  enjayed,  I  pacified  my  difeontent  for 
what  I  wanted.  I  was  not  fo  clofe  fhut  up,  but  that  I 
could  at  pleafure  let  in  frefti  air,  and  take  a  profpedf  of 
the  city  and  adjacent  fields  at  my  window.  This  made 
me  relifli  my  prifon  with  fome  degree  of  content.  The 
want  W'hich  moft  afflided  me,  was  that  of  fountain 
water,  which  I  durft  not  fo  much  as  alk  for  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  as  are  requifite  to  the  cleannefs  of  a  m.uffulman, 
left  I  ftrould  have  confirmed  them  in  the  fufpicion  which 
was  the  occafion  of  my  imprifonment  ;  for  I  w'as  fine 
my  adions  would  be  narrowly  obferved. 
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The  fame  caution  made  me  not  refufe  to  cat  of  fvvines 
flefli,  and  drink  freely  of  wine,  when  once  invited  to  the 
governor’s  table.  It  is  true,  I  had  great  fcniples  and 
fe^irs  upon  me  ;  but  I  comforted  myfelf  with  thofc 
paffages  in  the  Alcoran,  which  feem  to  indulge  us  this 
liberty  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  by  affuring  us,  that  God  is 
the  merciful  of  the  merciful,  and  that  he  requires  not 
unreafonable  performances  of  his  creatures  ;  otherwife 
I  flrould  have  thought  every  morfel  I  fwallowed  of  that 
execrable  meat  would  have  chocked  me,  and  every 
draught  of  wine  have  been  my  poifon.  Tell  me,  great 
oracle  of  truth,  whether  in  this  I  have  not  finned  ?  I 
think  myfelf  not  innocent,  till  thou  haft  pronounced  me 
fo.  However,  this  franknefs  in  eating  and  drinking  with 
the  Chriftians,  without  the  leaft  referve  or  nicenefs,  con¬ 
tributed  fomething  to  their  better  opinion  of  me.  Men 
are  generally  fo  wedded  to  their  own  cuftoms,  that  he 
looks  like  a  monfter  who  thwarts  them,  and  does  net 
comply  with  the  prefent  mode.  And  the  French  have 
a  proverb,  “  That  when  a  man  is  at  Rome,  he  muft  live 
like  the  Romans.” 

I  believe  I  was  invited  to  this  collation  in  order  to  a 
difeovery,  and  had  I  refufed  to  eat  and  drink  what  was 
before  me,  it  had,  no'  doubt,  been  a  convincing  argu¬ 
ment  to  thefe  infidels,  that  I  was  a  muffulmaji. 

If  I  have  finned  in  this  point,  I  humbly  crave  thy  ab- 
folution  and  prayers  ;  but  if  I  have  done  well,  inform  me, 
tliat  fo  I  may  have  peace  of  confcience. 

Paris,  a4th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  1645. 
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XXXVI. — To  Mehmet,  an  Eunuch  Page  in  the 
Seraglio. 

T  HOU  haft  long  ago  heard  of  my  Imprifonment  at 
Paris,  let  not  the  news  of  my  releafe  be  unwelcome  to 
thee.  If  thou  didft  then  fympathife  with  my  fufferings, 
now  take  a  {hare  in  my  joy.  I  believe  thou  haft  friend- 
fhip  enough  to  do  both  ;  and  I  am  willing  thou  {houldft 
divide  the  one  with  me  as  well  as  the  other. 

I  will  not  therefore  make  thee  melancholy  with  a 
rehearfal  of  my  fears  and  apprehenfions,  my  wants  and 
difeontents,  with  other  doleful  circumftances  of  a  prifon.  1 
am  now  at  liberty,  let  fadnefs  vanifh.  Yef  I  have  not 
fo  forgot  my  late  grief,  as  to  be  now  exceftive  in  my  joy, 
fince  I  am  liable  to  the  fame,  or  a  worfe  difafter  again. 
It  is  never  good  to  be  fecure,  while  we  are  ignorant 
w'hat  is  the  next  potion  that  fate  is  tempering  for  us. 
Moderation  keeps ,  a  man  upon  his  guard;  and  if  any 
ftroke  of  misfortune  be  aimed  at  him,  he  is  aware  of  the 
blow,  and  fo  can  either  dexteroufly  ward  it  off,  or  at 
leaft  take  honourable  quarter ;  whereas  he  that  fuffers 
himfelf  to  be  diffolved,  and  his  mind  unbent  with  pro- 
fperity,  is  taken  captive  by  evil,  without  being  able  to 
make  any  cafy  conditions  for  himfelf.  I  love  to  have  my 
eyes  open,  and  to  look  round  the  whole  horizon  of  con¬ 
tingencies  :  I  watch  for  the  very  pofiibilities  of  misfor¬ 
tune,  that  fo  I  may  not  be  catched  napping  by  a  calami¬ 
ty,  but  be  always  in  a  ftate  to  fence,  or  make  compofi- 
tion. 

I  will  now  tell  thee  with  more  freedom  than  I  did  the 
mufti,  what  happened  to  me  during  my  impiifonment. 
The  governor  of  the  citadel  where  I  was  confined,  in¬ 
vited  me  one  day  to  a  banquet.  I  need  not  give  thee 
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a«  inventory  of  the  various  diihes  with  which  his  table 
was  furniflied  :  Our  entertainment  was  generous,  he  re¬ 
galed  me  beyond  the  expeftation  of  a  prifoner  ;  and 
had  there  not  been  a  delign  it,  I  fhould  have  admired  the 
iKjunty  of  this  infidel.  But  his  treat  was  a  fnare,  and 
contrived  for  a  teft  of  my  religion,  whether  I  was  a 
difciple  of  Mahomet  or  Jefus  ?  Thou  knoweft  the  Chrif- 
tian’s  eat  fwines  flefti,  and  drink  wine,  which  the  muflul- 
mans  have  in  abomination.  We  had  plenty  of  both  at 
this  feaft,  and  I  durft  not  be  fqueamifii  at  either.  I  tell 
thee,  though  I  ate  of  the' one  with  little  pleafure,  yet  I 
drank  of  the  other  without  any  difguft.  Thefe  Nazarenes 
imitate  the  ancient  Grecians  at  their  banquets,  in  drink¬ 
ing  of  healths  to  fuch  as  they  moft  efteem.  The  go¬ 
vernor  plied  me  with  glaffes,  and  I  quaffed  liberally. 
Policy  and  felf-prefervation  taught  me  to  begin  the  de¬ 
bauch  ;  and  the  charms  of  that  tempting  liquor  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  fhrink  to  the  end.  The  wines  of  France 
are  very  delicate,  and  we  had  choice  of  the  beft.  The 
pleafure  I  enjoyed  at  this  banquet,  had  almoft  recon- 
ciled  me  to  the  difciples  of  Hali  ;  and  I  could  have 
wifhed  our  Prophet  had  been  in  a  better  humour,  when 
he  forbid  us  the  juice  of  the  grape.  He  promifes  us  rivers 
of  wine  in  paradife,  and  while  I  was  in  my  cups,  I 
thought  he  might  connive  at  us  for  taking  a  glafs  or 
two  fometimes  on  earth.  If  thou  haft  not  yet  tailed  this 
enchanting  liquor,  I  wifh  thee  to  abftain  as  long  as  thou 
llveft  ;  for  otherwife  thou  wilt  find  it  very  difficult  to 
overcome  the  defires  of  it,  or  to  live  without  it.  For 
my  part,  I  greedily  longed  for  it  before  ever  I  tailed  it, 
becaufe  it  was  forbid  :  And  now  I  have  often  had  my 
fill  of  it,  my  appetite  is  increafed.  The  more  I  drink, 
the  greater  is  my  thirft  after  it,  which  is  never  like  to  be 
quenched,  till  I  fhall  drink  at  the  original  fountains  of 
wine  in  paradife. 
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I  do  not  tliink  it  is  fo  great  a  fm  as  our  doftors  would 
make  us  believe  ;  fince  the  divine  lawgiver  preferibes  ab- 
flinence  from  wine,  rather  as  a  counfel  than  a  command. 
If  thou  art  of  another  opinion,  I  cenfure  thee  not.  The 
late  Sultan  Amurath  was  of  my  mind  ;  and  many  gran¬ 
dees  at  the  Porte  count  it  no  herefy.  All  the  danger 
lies  in  the  excefs.  I  am  no  advocate  for  drunkards. 

Let  thefe  things  be  fpoken  like  words  in  a  dream, 
which  cannot  be  remembered  again.  Thou  haft  prudence 
enough  to  take  care,  that  this  letter  fall  not  into  the 
hands  of  fuch  as  lliall  difpofe  of  it  in  the  wall  of  the 
Hazoda.  It  is  evident  that  I  love  thee,  in  that  I  thus 
frankly  difclofe  fuch  paffages  as  I  would  not  have  otliers 
be  privy  to. 

After  all,  I  declare  I  fliould  efteem  myfelf  much  more 
happy,  might  I  exchange  Paris  for  Conftantinople,  and 
the  moll  delicious  wines  of  Europe,  for  the  wholefome 
Iherbets  of  Afia. 

May  Heaven  fulfil  my  defire  to  fee  thee  once  again, 
with  the  reft  of  my  friends  at  the  feraglio.  Continue 
thy  affedllon  to  Mahmut,  who  loves  his  friends  without 
hypocrify.  Adieu. 

Paris,  24th  of  the  7th  Moon,  of  the  Year  164^, 

According  to  the  ChrilUan  Style. 
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